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Starting Pitching in the Ruth Division

What follows will be an attempt to evaluate the starting pitching in the Ruth Division, home to the Williamsburg Burgesses. The evaluation will be based solely on value for the current year as any projection as to future value may reveal more about me and my baseball knowledge than any intelligent discussion of future value. I have chosen to match the pitchers according to most innings pitched.

No. 1 Starter  Curt Schilling of Portland gets the pole position; he can hurl 259 innings, is a 7* and has decent or better hold, fielding, WP, balk, and hitting ratings. Odalis Perez  is the favorite of the hometown paper and he nudges out Randy Wolf and Kevin Millwood for the 2nd best ace on basis of fewer TB bases vs. LHBs and better endurance, respectively. These 3 are very close however and one could posit Millwood the more desireable on basis of being a RHP; he has a +4 hold however. Kennedy and Vazquez clearly pull up the rear with numbers that are respectable for a 3rd line starter. Kennedy’s abysmal fielding makes him a little worse.

No. 2 Starter  Plum’s Mark Mulder clearly the best with numbers worthy of a no.1 starter. Toontown’s Ismael Valdez likewise is essentially a no. 1 starter is his own right but gives up a few more HRs.  Jimmy Haynes the local favorite is a solid no. 2 with a creeping OB but superior TB and HR chance numbers and gets 10 DP both ways and can hold with a –3. The other 3 are closely bunched: Astacio, Anderson, and Suppan. All give up a few more HRs and have higher TB numbers.

No. 3 Starter  Schmidt and Garland are stellar vs RH and Lefty Rueter likewise vs LHP but all 3 have high OB leakage vs opposite type hitters. Still, I think good enough to be a number 2. Erickson squeaks by Loaiza for a solid number 3 rating but Williamsburg’s Sparks only advantage is his IP ability; beyond that: 37 OB chances, 48 TB.( Visualize one of those puke emoticons inserted here.)  

No. 4 Starter  Williamsburg rallies with Elmer Dessens, clearly best no. 4 in the group; in fact, he is really a no. 2 with perhaps an extra HR or two. He gets 11 DPs both ways. Ponson is solid as well, really a no. 3. He does give up a few HRs but is solid in OB and induces DPs as well. Lohse and Zambrano are  serviceable here but will get whacked but good by LHBs; a solid side vs RHBs is worsened by a few extra HR chances for both. Frank Castillo and Shawn Estes duke it out for the worst: Estes gets the edge based on fewer HRs and more DPs. Castillo has an awful +9 hold but LHP Estes surprisingly is only a little better.

No. 5 Starter None of these guys is as horrid as I would’ve expected but their usefulness is generally limited by few IP. Portland’s Borowski is the star of the class with numbers equivalent to a No.1. The Burgesses’ Maroth has serviceable to better OB with no HRs, 12 DPs and –4 hold; award him a No.2. Glover is generally useful but will be vulnerable to teams which tilt to the left: 30 OB, 4.5 straight HRs and 6 diamonds.  Ditto Jon Lieber who is a rock against RHBs but stumbles badly against LHBs. Lackey is a tremendous reverse righty but unfortunately is so poor vs RHB that the gorgeous left side may be wasted. Drese is the worst of all 30 pitchers with the worst OB by far and almost the worst TB. I guess I have to give him a 5.
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Portland 

1
3
3.3
4
1

4

Williamsburg
1.3
2
4.3
2
2

1

Toontown

1.3
1.7
2
4
4

2

San Bernardino
1.3
3
2
3.7
5

5

Plum Island

3
1.7
2
3
4

3

Gotham City
3.3
3
3
4
4

6

Toontown can argue that since its No. 3 is so good that it offsets Burgess advantage in No. 5 starter. Still, in this paper at least, edge to Williamsburg. 

What a surprise!

I  purposely avoided future value as 2 of the Burgess pitchers may clearly be over their head this year: Haynes and Dessens and No. 5 Maroth is very young.  Next year could look very different. Haynes in particular likely will not be here. My bullpen is devoid of the brand-name stopper such as Foulke or Wagner or Sasaki; I hope to get by on the generic: Looper, DeJean, Eischen. Johan Sanatana is my ace-in-waiting. Let’s see if that theory about strikeouts and young pitchers comes true. This year though he’ll come out of the bullpen.

