SAN BERNARDINO - Hopefully everybody got most of the players they wanted, or at least a fairly good replacement for the player(s) they didn’t get. I’m pretty happy with my selections. 

When the draft started I began with a plan. I strayed from it a few times, but for the most part I kept to my plan. It made it easier to identify the player I wanted each round, as well as to put together the type of team I wanted. Right now I figure my team is probably a .500 team, and there are a lot of “ifs”, plus a lot of youth, but if things work out they should become a contending team within two or three years.

The strength of my team will be pitching, both starters and relievers, and defense. There’s not a lot of power, but there’s some speed and versatility. The starting infield is Mientkiewicz, Ellis, A.Ramirez and A.Rodriguez. The steal should be Ramirez. Rated as just a B2 due to his poor 2002 I signed him for the 5-year max at just 1.6 mil a year. I expect him to rebound to his 2001 stats and continue to get even better after that, which would make him vastly underpaid!

The outfield will be a work in progress. I really like Wilkerson’s potential, but Patterson and Matthews are big ifs. If Patterson reaches his potential, and if Matthews repeats his 2002 performance, then I’ll be in good shape. If not, then it’s on to the next guy. 

Hernandez and Schneider should make for a better than average platoon behind the plate. And they’re young so I should be in decent shape for a few years. 

Right now the mound is mostly comprised of innings, though there are a few guys I expect very good things from. Wolf, Garland, Lohse, Foulke and Crudale are the heart of the staff. The rest are there for innings and/or their versatility. Pitching is the most difficult position to assemble, so it may take a while before I get the staff I really want that will win me a championship. But I believe I’m off to a decent start.

Next up will be a look at the Ruth Division.

