PAOLO PASSARELLO OF ROME, ITALY -- 

I am 42 year old. I was born in Caronia, Sicily, Italy. During my teen years I played rugby, volleyball and basketball. I met Baseball, not very popular in Italy, when I was twelve and I fall in love with it.

Although I never played baseball (in official games), I was involved in many activities: general manager, league executive, official scorekeeper, umpire, member of the Organizing Committee of 1998 International Baseball Association World Cup played in Italy (IBA is the worldwide organization that manages baseball in the Olympic Games).

I attended the University of Palermo, Sicily, and I got the degree in Statistics. I also attended an M.B.A. program and at present I work as a business consultant in a small management consulting company in Rome, the more fascinating city in the world. Thanks to the "British Encyclopedia" I knew American Sports in the early ‘70s. I became a Cardinals’ fan because I liked so much their logo.

I follow the American baseball championship on a regular basis from 1983. In the early days it was like an adventure to get some Int’l Herald Tribune copy to read something about Major Leagues. Now Internet make me easy to get the news I want.

I have been playing Strat-o-Matic since 1981 when I played it with a group of guys in Parma the main baseball city in Italy. It was very interesting. Some year later I looked an ad in the The Sporting News Yearbook about SOM. I wrote them and I got a brochure. When I was convinced I placed my order. It was 1984. My first SOM baseball season was 1983. That’s the reason all my Brassworld coaching staff comes from 1983 season.

I played tons of solitaire games. Then the computer era began. I was an Apple user for many year so I couldn’t buy the computer version of SOM. When I definitively converted myself to PC-world the first thing I did was to download the demo version of SOM baseball from their website.

Soon after I placed my order to buy my first computer game. It was 2000. I bought the 1999 season.

Then I joined the Essom league as a back-up manager. I’m still a back-up manager there, but I had the opportunity to meet Steve Beren who teached me many aspects of SOM in internet. I’m starting my 4th season of my SOM computer era. During this time I joined as many as ten leagues and played the SOM version in the Sporting News website, I won one title, I was the league statmen twice, but reading many constitutions I really wanted to join only one league: the BRASS league.

Now I’m in, I left all the other leagues. Currently I play only in the USFBL (summer) and GPL (winter) leagues. I like BRASS leagues for the contract structure. I copied it for my fantasy soccer league here in Italy.

I am not married. I like movies, rock music, jazz music, traveling. In 1999 I was in the USA for the first time. I visited New York City. The first night in NYC I was at the Yankee Stadium, of course. 

I am sorry about my English. I hope my joining in Brassworld League could help me to improve my ability in your language and, above all, to make friends with some of you brassworlders.
