Portland’s Non-Computer Manager Profile

Stefan Feuerherdt, Portland Grays

In response to the request for some background info on our managers, and especially since, like some of you, I’m new to the “Brass family,” I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce myself.   My team, the Grays, will be in the Ruth Division this year.  

My family and I live in the Great Pacific Northwest- of the United States, that is- probably oughta specify, with the number of league members that live elsewhere.  I’ve lived 7 years here in the land of majestic trees and mountains, frequent rain, and recently (b/c of a combination of political and economic failures), one of the most ridiculed public school systems in the country (thank you, Doonesbury).  Previously, I’ve called both California and Florida home.  

I hail originally, though, from the Northeast- Queens, NYC to be exact.  Grew up a Met fan- my first baseball games were at Shea Stadium.  At the risk of dating myself, I can remember seeing Jesse Orosco pitching as a rookie.   

Friends introduced me to the Stratomatic baseball world at age 12 or so.  Even though I never played little league (soccer and basketball were my games), I took a liking to the game right away.  In fact, it was SOM that got me interested in the real MLB games on TV.   

I played pretty regularly in face-to-face leagues growing up, and then sporadically in college, and once again after I joined the adult working world.  Soon after, though, career, school, and family took me away from the game for a decade.   Finally, in 1998, I got the bug again, and found the computer SOM baseball game (it was the V3.0 demo from the website, I think, and I learned the game with the ’27 Yankees).  With the “new” world of   PC’s and the internet, I soon found a PBM league that I’ve been with ever since.   

I came across the BrassBall league website years ago, and admired from a distance the way the league was set up.  I already enjoy the “pretend-GM” functions of team-building and prospecting minor leaguers, but this league’s complex salary system looks like a real added challenge!  More importantly, though, it seems to me that the “Brass” leagues strive to be top-notch, to be challenging and realistic yet fun, and to attract and retain talented, dedicated folks (surprisingly, to me anyway, many leagues don’t strive for these same goals).  

I’m looking forward to the challenge of competing with you talented folks!  Well, for the Grays in 2003, “competing” might be too strong a word …(
