A Quick Look at the Ruth Division

After glancing through the Ruth Division teams, and writing a few stats down on each team, I’d have to say that Williamsburg is a clear favorite to win this division. In addition I believe that Gotham City is the most likely to bring up the rear. But in between those two it’s a toss-up. 

Williamsburg has a few things that I look for in a competitive PBM team. One is defense, especially up the middle. Bordick, Boone and Singleton should bring a lot of smiles to their pitchers. Plus guys like Jones, Counsell and Blanco add to their good defense. They also sport some power in Thome, Bellhorn, Boone and Jones. Both of those qualities make it easier to win road games. It reduces the number of managerial decisions needed, plus no ballpark effect will have an effect on defense. To top it off they are probably built for their ballpark better than the other five Ruth division teams. It could backfire, especially if their opponent is strong offensively on the left side and/or have one or two solid lefty starters to throw at Williamsburg. But for the most part I think they should do very well at home.

Gotham City has a few solid players but they have one big, two-fold weakness. Their defense is relatively poor and is coupled with a starting staff that yields a lot of hits. Bagwell, Chavez, Jones and Sheffiled make for a pretty solid offensive nucleous, but they just won’t be able to outscore the opponent consistently enough to win more that they’ll lose. 

Toontown, Plum Island, Portland and my own San Bernardino all have strengths and weaknesses, and how they’ll play out during the season is anybody’s guess. Plum Island may have the best starting staff, which may give them an edge. Their offense has a decent blend of power, speed, lefty and righty hitters. That balance will help them on the road. Toontown has a decent starting staff as well. Plus they have a couple of good hitters in Klesko and Ordonez to surround Bonds which may make them potentially the best offensive team in this division. Add in their pitchers and good up-the-middle defense and they just may be the favorite to take 2nd place, though their small ballpark could hurt them more than their opponents. Portland and San Bernardino don’t have any particular strength, but neither has a glaring weakness either. That makes them both a good prospect to have a .500 year. Portland’s ballpark may help their offense, and they have a good bullpen, but they only have one solid starter that can get them to the 7th in good shape consistently. With their bullpen all they’d need is another solid starter to become a player in this division. 

My guess going into this first season would see a finish in the Ruth Division of: 1-Williamsburg, 2-Toontown, 3-Plum Island, 4-San Bernardino, 5-Portland, 6-Gotham City.

(Tom Fish – San Bernardino Stampede)

