


Virginia Patriots Plan for 2004
The Pats first season of the BrassWorld League was a blast and proved to be a great learning experience.  The Pats are gearing up for year #2 and hoping to improve upon our first season of 90-72.  Look out Daniel the Pats are on your tail!  
Current Players include:
Catcher
Jorge Posada had a fine season with improved BA, OB, and slugging at .281/.405/.518.  

First Base
The Pats were pleasantly surprised and happy with the year that Carlos Delgado completed.  The big guy played 161 games with .302/.426/.593 including 43 HRs.  

Second Base

The Pats traded both of their second baseman in the off season for pitching.  Placido Polanco was traded for BH Kim and Todd Walker was traded for CC Sabathia.   Currently, Tony Womack and Willie Bloomquist are at 2b.  The Pats are actively looking to upgrade this position.

ShortStop

Nomar is the man here.  Nomar’s numbers were .301/.345/.524. 

Third Base
Rookie Ty Wigginton played the entire season for the Mets and finished up with .255/.318/.396 in 156 games, not too bad for a rookie season.

Left Field

Jay Payton had a good season with the Rockies at .302/.354/.512.

Center Field
Another trade brought newcomer Milton Bradley to Virginia.  Bradley will platoon with Kerry Robinson and Jason Michaels in CF.

Right Field
Lefty, Jay Gibbons will hold down one more season in LF and probably move to first base next year.  Gibby played 160 games with the O’s at .277/.330/.456.

Starting Pitching:

The Pats strength has been in their starting pitching, and with the offseason trades, Pat’s management believes that this should continue:
Greg Maddux

Tim Hudson

Bartolo Colon

CC Sabathia

Solomon Torres (recent FA sign)
Eric Milton, returning from injury hopefully will return to form next season and youngster Aaron Cook is hoping for a brighter future as well.

Bullpen:
BH Kim is the big off-season pick up here.  With 122 IPs he will see a lot of late inning action.

Danny Kolb, Ben Weber, Gabe White provide a decent bullpen.

Overall, the Pats hope to improve but will need better game day management.  The Pats manager over-managed at times last season and will have to learn to let the players go and have fun.  

The Pats look ok on paper, can this team perform well in net play?  Time will tell, looking forward to some good NL competition next season especially in the Aaron Division of the NL.
