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The Ruth division presents itself as a microcosm of all of Brassworld.  Therein we find the “future-is-now” plan of Toontown, the “let’s hedge our bets” philosophy of Plum Island, Gotham City and Williamsburg and the studied, thrifty investment in youth by San Bernadino and Portland.

Apologia pro Burgess Contracts

The season hasn’t begun and already I feel defensive about the Burgess contracts. Where did I go wrong? Did I hear somebody say round one of the draft?  President Bush has not thrown out the first pitch at Bruton Parish Commons and already one GM in the Cobb division predicts five AL playoff spots for them with the Ruth division leader getting the last spot by default. I suppose we in the Ruth should appreciate such graciousness; perhaps left unsaid was that he fully expected the 6th place team in Cobb to have a better record than the Ruth division winner. 

After the signings were announced, the rookie management here in Williamsburg does feel the heat about some of its decisions. Why was Jacque Jones not rewarded with a 5 year buyout? Well, he’s an outfielder who can’t hit LHP and can’t draw walks. A favorite baseball psychic of ours predicted that his type has a high risk of crashing; so it will be year-to-year. Mark Bellhorn did not get much long term respect at the most famous of Strat Think Tanks, the StratForum boards, so I will keep him one year, use him judiciously and perhaps trade him to some NL team for money/draft pick if I don’t find myself in first place by 10 games come June 1st. If he does great, I will get a compensation pick, perhaps.  Bottom line, if this guy flopped, I’d look stupid, so being gutless, I wimped out. No doubt about it, on review, this decision can be criticized because it doesn’t match the two year signings that were given to other core players (Bret Boone and several pitchers) so I will find myself without a 3rd baseman when I run for the roses in 2004. Yes, the “A1” Mark Bellhorn was a trap, and I fell for it.

I think I got my first Brassworld-induced episode of insomnia over agonizing about 25 year old Odalis Perez’ contract. I confess to having a lot of skepticism when it comes to young pitchers but apparently he was a high prospect in the minors. I did hear he had major arm surgery. He pitches for a good team in a pitcher’s park. I guess I was sold on the idea of a buyout when I saw that a veteran GM had given the likes of Jeff Weaver a buyout and signed Brett Tomko for 3 years at 3 mil per. I guess this will be the cost of having reliable mediocre pitching in Brassworld. Odalis Perez at 2.8 mil per for 5 years then is a bargain.  

Aging Bret Boone was given a 2 year deal in hopes of providing some getting a few more gbA’s for a young pitching staff while Brandon Phillips morphs into the next Robbie Alomar. This team tilts very strongly to the left and Bret will provide some punch from the right side to help keep my opponents honest. So he may be on the downhill, but he’ll be very good for at least one year. 

I knew Jeff Zimmerman didn’t pitch last year, so I thought if I drafted him, he’d be free. Since then I have found out there are no such freebies in Brassworld and now I am left lamenting having to pay a whole year’s wages for no work. I thought about dumping him but he could still turn into a bargain I suppose so like the farmer I will wait patiently to reap some benefit.

Play ball!

James Bodnar, Speaker of the House of Burgesses

Given this 4th day April, 2003, Anno Domini.

