BRASSWORLD INAUGURAL SEASON PREVIEW – COBB DIVISION

On the verge of the first season of BRASSWORLD, here is the first in a series of 4 articles (need those $$) that takes a brief overview of how I expect the season to unfold.

The Syracuse SkyChiefs have a potentially potent lineup, but one that leans heavily to the left, leaving them vulnerable to southpaw starters.   You have to like any rotation that starts with Randy Johnson, and the rest of the guys aren’t bad either.  My prediction:  The Big Unit wins 25 games, while Brian Giles, Larry Walker & Rafael Palmiero form one of the most feared trio of sluggers in the league, and they win the division title.  

The Waukesha Keglers don’t have any one player who really stands out, but look to be solid up and down the lineup, and play good defense.  The starters won’t dominate but should be sufficient enough to keep the team in the game and then turn it over to an outstanding bullpen.  My prediction:  Piazza and Edmonds each drive in over 120, Isringhausen saves 50 and the Keglers cruise into the playoffs and will give Syracuse a run for the money for the division title.

The Rivendell Knights (a.k.a. Elves) look like a solid playoff contender.  The offense is built around Jason Giambi and Sammy Sosa, but has some question marks beyond that, and the defense is suspect, especially in the outfield.  The starting pitching is very good, and don’t be fooled by the no-name bullpen they have put together.  My prediction:  Giambi and Sosa combine for over 100 homers, Lowe wins 20, and a 3rd place finish is good enough for a wild card berth.

The Greenville Black Sox went with the tried and true formula of good pitching and defense.  However, the lack of a big bopper in the middle of the lineup prevents this squad from even bigger and better things.  Like the other teams ahead of them in the division, you had better get a lead early, because the bullpen can close the door in a hurry.  My prediction:  Suzuki hits .380 and swipes 75, and the Black Sox claim a wild card spot with a 4th place finish.  

The West Bend Rocks ended up with Andruw Jones, something that comes as no surprise to anyone who knows Tim from some of the other leagues (Tim, do you have him in every league your are in?).  Another pitching and defense oriented squad, the club with the last pick in the first round has picked up a number of players who should be taking great strides forward in the near future.  The current team has enough to challenge for a wild card spot this year.  My prediction:  Shawn Green hits 50 dingers, and Ian will be the best 2nd grader in the entire BRASSWORLD minor league system.

In another Division, the Silver Sluggers could be contenders, but not in the Cobb Division this year as the division could conceivably send 5 teams to the playoffs.  A good young staff could make them a divisional powerhouse in years to come.  My prediction:  Beltran leads the team in most offensive categories and better years ahead for the Sluggers.

