LOOKING BACK TO THE BRASSWORLD INAUGURAL DRAFT
All the recent talk of BW drafts got me reminiscing about the inaugural BW draft in January 2003.  Man, that was a fun, well run draft.  Picking 48 rounds for 24 teams was quite a logistical challenge, but Daniel, Mark, and Corey pulled it off quite well.  Given that we are almost 2 years removed from the draft, I thought it would be fun to revisit the draft and select the best pick in each round, with the benefit of hindsight.  Where somebody really blew it, that might be worth looking at too.  
A few criteria for the choice; first, salary for the past two seasons (and into the near future) is a factor, as is performance during the 2002-2004 MLB seasons.  If a player was drafted but not signed, he does not count (i.e., the owner is in the same position as if he passed on his pick).  The length of the original contract also is a factor, since the inaugural draft required drafting for the present and the future to be successful, so picking a great card for the 2003 strat season and signing the player for only 1 year does not get as much credit as drafting someone who is going to help you for several seasons, but who did not have as great a card for the 2003 strat season.  Also, if a player was drafted as a min and is still a min, he wasn’t selected since there is no objective evidence on which to measure major league performance.  Lastly, injuries also weigh into the calculation, as I am using complete hindsight. 

With those brief preliminaries, here we go.

Round 1: Albert Pujols (Buckeye).  Really, everyone did well in this round, but Pujols has been fantastic, looks to be fantastic for years to come, and was dirt cheap ($300,000 year 2 player at the time of the draft).  In a couple of years, Mark Prior (Boston) may catch him, but not yet.
Round 2: Tim Hudson (Virginia).  He has been a workhorse starter for 3 years (I think he won our Cy Young award last year and is in the running again this year) and shows no signs of slowing down.  Jim Edmonds (Waukesha) and Vernon Wells (Port Richey) were honorable mentions, but Hudson’s contract gives him the edge over Edmonds and his consistency edges Wells.  Derek Lowe sticks out as one I bet Rivendell wishes he had back.

Round 3: Johan Santana (Williamsburg).  Kudos to Jim for scoping this guy out early in his career, and early in the draft, and Jim has him cheap for a long time.  Scott Rolen (Aspen) has been great, but his contract is much bigger than Santana’s.  Brad Wilkerson (San Bernardino) also was a great pick.  Greenville made a rare gaffe with Damian Moss, though.
Round 4: Eric Gagne, Syracuse.  Un-hittable and cheap, a key cog to the Shy Chiefs 2003 league championship.  Mark Texeira (Boston) sure looks good, too.
Round 5: Aubrey Huff (West Bend) edges Jake Peavey (Boston) here because of consistency the past 3 MLB seasons.  Jason Schmidt (Toontown) would have been the choice if Paolo had signed him for more than one year.  On the down side, Stefan had some bad luck with his pick of Paul Byrd, but given the great Portland team he has assembled, he knows how to make up for an occasional mistake.
Round 6:  Nobody stands out as clearly the best pick, so I will go with Jeff Bagwell (Gotham City) for his consistency.  In time, Jose Reyes (West Oakland) may look like a steal, as may Corey Patterson (San Bernardino) if he can learn to make more contact.  A lot of us made picks to regret in this round, but I will pick on Lenny for picking Roberto Alomar and signing him to a long-term deal.

Round 7: Hank Blalock (La Fontaine) edges Hidecki Matsui (Portland) as the best pick on the basis of position and long-term potential.  

Round 8:  Aramis Ramirez (San Bernardino), who Tom also had the foresight to sign long-term, stands out as the best pick.  Carl Crawford (West Oakland) is coming on strong, and will one day make Bill Ziem regret having traded him, but Ramirez gets the edge.  John Smoltz (Maryland) and Gary Sheffield (Gotham City) also stand out, but their contracts are much bigger than Ramirez’s, and Smoltz has only one more season with the Mounders before he departs for free agency, while Ramirez will be a Stampeder for several more seasons.
Round 9: Francisco Rodriguez (K-Rod) of Northwoods is the best pick.  Scary for the foreseeable future, and oh so cheap.  Rocco Baldelli (West Bend) could give Felix a run for his money over time.  On the down side, Renee must rue the drafting of Jason Simontacchi so early, given what we know now, no matter now cheap he was.

Round 10:  Lots of great picks made this a tough choice, but I will go with Paul Konerko (Buckeye), thanks to his comeback season in 2004.  To rub salt in the wound, Ray traded Konerko to Taggart, but trades are a topic for a different day.  A year ago, West Bend’s pick of Marlon Byrd would have been the top pick, but he dropped off of a cliff this past season.
Round 11: Tough call between Travis Haffner (Silver), Damaso Marte (Annadale), and Melvin Mora (Toontown) but I will go with Mora because he has had two great years and is playing 3b, a tougher position than Haffner.  I was sorry to see that arch-rival West Oakland recently picked Haffner up, as he will haunt me for years to come for passing him over in this survey.  Quinton McCracken (Maryland) was probably the worst pick of this round, but Boston (Rick Ankiel) gave me a run for my money.
Round 12: Jason Varitek (Rivendell) edges Ramon Hernandez (San Bernardino) as the best pick because Jay signed him to a cheap long-term contract, while Tom is going to have to pay Hernandez more in the next few years than Jay is paying Varitek.  Either guy would be a great catcher to build around.  Greenville’s pick of Wilson Betemit probably is the worst of the round, but Lenny has to rue picking Chan Ho Park this high and signing him for several years.

Round 13: Lots of good picks, but Jerome Williams (Silver) edges Milton Bradley (Northwoods) because Williams looks like a solid member of the Wolverines rotation (yeah, a trade) for several years to come, while Bradley could blow himself up with his attitude and end up out of baseball.
Round 14: Mark Loretta (Toontown) stands out as a very good pick and gets the nod this round, but a couple of young pitchers (Scott Kazmir, Annadale; Rich Harden, West Bend) may change that assessment in the next year or two.  The tougher choice was picking the biggest bust, as there were so many to choose from, but I will go with Nick Neugebauer (Port Richey) over Kirk Saarloos (Boston).  

Round 15: Michael Young (Buckeye) might have been the pick of the draft.  Ray will be reaping the benefits of this great pick for years to come.

Round 16: Jack Wilson (Aspen) looks like quite a find for our friend Renee, and he gets the nod over Cesar Isturiz (Annadale) and Sean Casey (Boston).  Boston had a real uneven draft, didn’t he?  Denny Stark (Port Richey), Denny Neagle (Waukesha), and Jayson Duroscher (Plum Island) were picked consecutively, and share the distinction of being the worst pick in this round.

Round 17: Marcus Giles (Portland) was a great pick here, edging up and comers Justin Morneau (San Bernardino) and B.J. Upton (Abilene).  In hindsight, Herbert Perry (Toontown) went a bit early, don’t you think?

Round 18: Geoff Jenkins (Waukesha) stands out way above the wreckage of a very weak round, guys.  Worst pick?  Joe Mays (Boston) edges Tsuyoshi Shinjo (Plum Island) because he costs more money, but in retrospect, neither looks good this early.

Round 19: Miguel Olivo (Portland), solely on the basis of potential.  Reggie Sanders (Gotham City) was a steal in this round, but Wayne only signed him for one year, so that cuts into the value of the pick.

Round 20: David Ortiz (Silver)!  Not even close.  Well done, Lenny.  The rest of us made so many bad picks this round that nobody really stands out as the worst.

Round 21: Miguel Cabrera (Northwoods) is a clear choice as the best pick.

Round 22: Javy Lopez (West Bend) looks like a steal in this round.  Clay Condrey (Syracuse) and Geronimo Gil (Virginia) look very forgettable.

Round 23: Morgan Ensberg (Portland) edges Khalil Greene (Silver) as the best pick in this round because of performance to date, but Greene may reverse that over time.  Guillermo Mota (Toontown) and Richard Hidalgo (Plum Island) also deserve honorable mention.  Mike Bardos’ pick of Jason Conti and Bill Ziem’s pick of Jason Middlebrook look odd 2 years later.

Round 24: Dmitri Young (Toontown) edges Carl Pavano (La Fontaine) for best pick this round.   Worst pick goes to Abilene for not only picking Robert Person, but signing him to a 2-year contract that soaked up decent bucks.  
Round 25: Tino Martinez (Greenville) is the best pick in a weak round.  This is another round a bunch of us wish we had back.

Round 26: Victor Zambrano (Portland) stands out as the best.  On the negative side, Greenville missed badly on Drew Henson, who I think actually batted once so he wasn’t a min.

Round 27: Looks like Brad Lidge (Maryland) is the obvious choice, though I did seriously consider Ken Harvey (Toontown).  

Round 28: John Buck (Waukesha) is the pick by default.  Not many successes this round for the rest of us.

Round 29: Johnny Estrada (Rivendell) was a great pick and edges David Wright (Annadale), who also looks very good.  Carl Everett (Silver) also was a good pick here and gets honorable mention.  As a group, we did much better in this round than in round 28.

Round 30: Keith Ginter (Rivendell).  Yep, Jay got hot with back-to-back good picks.

Round 31: Vinny Castilla (Boston) by a solid margin over Rafael Belliard (Port Richey).  At the time, I thought Castilla was washed up and that this was a bad pick, but hindsight proves me wrong.
Round 32:  Lots of fabulous picks here.  I have to go with Zach Greinke (Annadale) edging out B.J. Ryan (Waukesha) and Matt Lawton (West Bend).  

Round 33: Scott Sullivan (Boston) is the pick of a bad lot, but in time, Jason Kubel (Abilene) may look very good.  Oh yeah, Kubel got cut.
Round 34: Gerald Laird (Abilene) edges Kevin Youkilis (Rivendell) because he is a catcher, which is a tougher position to find value at than 3b.  Esteban Loiaza (Portland) deserves mention because he had a great 2003 season, but Stefan only signed him for one year, so he missed out on Loiaza’s big year (but Bill Ziem will be paying for it for a while).   Same story with Jeromy Burnitz (Williamsburg), except that someone other than West Oakland will have to fork over the bucks for Burnitz as Bill is flat busted after paying Esteban.
Round 35: Brian Roberts (La Fontaine).

Round 36: Danny Kolb (Virginia).  Bet Mike wishes he still had him now.

Round 37: Jose Guillen (San Bernardino) would have won, but Tim only signed him for 1 year, so I will go with Dontrelle Willis (Portland) as a nice pick with several years of benefit accruing to Stefan.
Round 38: Pedro Feliz (Greenville) because he has been more consistent thanAlex Cintron (Maryland).

Round 39: Julian Tavarez (Virginia).  Just keep him away from bullpen phones.

Round 40: Gary Knotts (Buckeye).  Yeah, it was that bad of a round.
Round 41:  Larry Bigbie (Maryland) edges Frank Thomas (Boston) because of contract.  I recognize I could be accused of skewing this vote for the home town guy.
Round 42: Brad Fullmer (Boston), despite signing him to a long-term contract (the 3rd long-term deal at 1b for Boston), was the best pick of the round.  

Round 43: Jesus Colome (West Oakland).  Has Bill mentioned that he throws a 100 mile an hour fastball?  One particularly bad pick, possibly the worst in the draft, was Mo Vaughn (Boston), made so much worse by the fact that he was signed to a big long-term deal (the 4th long-term deal at 1b for Boston, a team that also drafted Mark Texeira early).

Round 44: Slim pickings because, like an idiot, I cut Luis Matos right after I drafted him.  At this point, I go with Matt Riley (La Fontaine) as the best pick, but only by default.

Round 45: Jason Phillips (West Oakland) looked like a great pick a year ago, and Bill traded him at his highest value.  Nobody else picked in this round really stepped up this past year.
Round 46: Lew Ford (Maryland) looks like a very lucky pick.
Round 47: Aaron Guiel (Port Richey) edges Alexis Rios (Buckeye) at this point, but check back with me in a year.
Round 48: Jake Westbrook (Taggart) was a fantastic pick this late in the draft.
As you can tell, I was on a long flight home and, thus, had the time to go through all the rounds.  One thing that I hope comes through is that the league has a very deep core of good owners, and everybody made at least some very good picks worthy of note.  Also, we all made some boners that look a  bit funny with hindsight.
