Aspen Selects 8 in the Brassworld Draft
By Rene Custeau

With there first pick in the 2005 Brassworld draft the Aspen Rainmakers selected left-handed pitcher Bobby Madritsch. "We were hoping to get one of the top starters available in the draft and the three we were considering were all available at the #3 pick. Bobby really was our first choice and we were lucky to get him," replied the Rainmakers General Manager.  Madritch pitched in 15 games with the Mariners and posted excellent stats. He won 6 games with a very impressive 3.27 ERA. He has a very aggressive style and will send his plus 90-95 MPH fastball inside on hitters. He's also armed with an excellent changeup that's difficult to get an early read on. He is especially tough on left-handed batters who only his .220 against him.


With John Olerud's contract up and his contemplation of retirement the Rainmakers selected White Sox first baseman Ross Gload with their second pick (20th overall) in the first round. They got the pick from Baltimore in the blockbuster trade last year that involved pitching ace Pedro Martinez. The Rainmakers were excited when Gload was available and didn't hesitate to select him. They had traded for Larry Broadway after the season and still have high hopes that he will very soon make it to the majors. 
Owner Rene "Rainman" Custeau was quoted as saying, "It would be great for us, if both of these young talented men made a big 'splash' on the major leagues in the next couple of years. We liked Gload because he is a hitter who likes to drive a fastball or hanging curve and is able to play the corners in the outfield." 


With their first pick in the second round the Rainmakers selected outfielder Charles Thomas. Thomas was recently traded to the Athletics in the deal that sent pitching ace Tim Hudson to the Braves. He played excellent for the Braves last season down the stretch and helped them into the playoffs. He finished the season with a solid .288 batting average with 7 homeruns. He also made several game saving catches in left field. 



With many of the great pitching prospects getting drafted quickly the Rainmakers selected John Hudgins of the Texas Rangers organization with their late 2nd round pick. This pick was part of the deal that sent infielder, Alex Cora to Virgina. "We were ready to select Baltimore's versatile David Newhan and decided we wanted Hudgins instead. We thought Newhan would be available in the next round and were disappointed when he was selected by Lafontaine Park." Hudgins made it all the way to Triple-A in his first full season in the Rangers organization. He will begin the season in the minors but should get a chance to pitch in the majors this year. 


In the 3rd round the Rainmakers selected infielder Mark Scutaro of the Athletics. He did a fine job filling in for Mark Ellis as Oakland's starting second baseman in 2004. His future is in question now that Ellis is ready to return to the A's lineup. He could be traded or step in whenever needed. We picked him up because of the number of PA's he had. Last year we had a tough time not overplaying some of our players. Scutaro gives us the PA's we need this year. 


With their next two picks the Rainmakers added two young pitchers, Cha Seung Baek of the Mariners and Sergio Mitre of the Cubs. Both pitchers can be used as middle relievers and are able to start. Mitre made the Cubs opening day roster as he filled in for Prior. He finished his 2004 season at Iowa and was 6-3 with a 2.98 ERA in 18 games, including 15 starts.  Baek made 5 starts for the Mariners during the 2004 season and ended with a 2-4 record. He had a shaky rookie debut by giving up 8 earned runs in just 2 1/3 innings. Aspen is willing to take a chance on him and see if he pans out this coming season.


With their final selection of the draft the Rainmakers selected Mark Rogers of the Brewers organization. They had selected him as their first draft pick and the #5 2004 overall pick. He is from the state of Maine and GM Custeau saw him pitch in the state high school finals were he was throwing his outstanding 90 MPH fastball by most of the Deering High team. He looked like a man among boys. The Brewers used him sparingly in his first major league setting as he pitched for the club's rookie team in Arizona.  He pitched in 9 games recording 35 strikeouts in just 27 innings.

