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Historic Season Set to Begin!

Baseball is back and I hope all are ready to go.  BRASSWORLD promises to become a great Strat league- just like its progenitors.  Let us all do our part to get BW off to a strong start.

Above you will see our official league logo.  Only seemed fitting to unveil it for the Opener (  A BRASSball manager, Jon Kjaarsgard designed it and did the technical work of creating this logo for BW.  I hope you will agree with me that it pretty darn cool.  Jon is a talented man.

This issue of News & Report is chock full of previews of how the teams stack up.  For future openers I’m sure I’ll try my hand at predicting finishes, like I try in BRASSball.  But for this first year I’m just going to go through all 24 clubs and identify who has who, who has strong components and who might not.  We’ll see in October where everybody finishes (
But before I get to the season preview I want to highlight a couple of key reminders for all.

Pitching Rotations

I've been asked by a member whether they can use the SOM game's HAL setup to report their pitching rotation to me each month.
 

I have no problems with this method.  With the schedule programmed into the league files this is easily doable.

 

Please remember, though, that you will need to pass along the file's password for me so I can open it and verify your rotation.

Also, please remember that there are no off days at the end of months of play.
Game File Reminder

Please remember that BRASSWORLD is utilizing game files for stats reporting.   Please refer to last month’s newsletter for a refresher or ask Corey and I if you have some questions.

In Season Standings Incentive Program

Please remember to pass along the results of your home series’ to me during the season.  As always, there is monetary remuneration for those who do so (  

All you need to do is send me an e-mail with the subject line filled out that simply and plainly lets me know the results, i.e. NORTHWOODS (2) @ TAGGART (2).  I do not need the actual game files- Paolo and Corey need to receive those- not me.

Of course, check in regularly to the website during the season for the latest standings.

Lefty Specialist Bug in SOM

For those unaware, there appears to be a bug in Version 8 in regards to the "lefty specialist" settings Strat incorporated this year.
 

As I found out, if you have a lefty specialist defined HAL takes over control of your pen even as you poor piddly human try and run your team at home.  Twice now in BRASSball games HAL has brought in lefty relievers for me.
 

The workaround, according to the fellas on the Strat list, is to simply de-select the settings that turn on a lefty specialist for a reliever.  That would be "avoid righties", "quick hook" and "1 to 2 innings MAX."  Do this when you are the home team, as presumably on the road you will still want to utilize the lefty specialist capability.

Overheard

The following is excerpted from Bill James’ chat on the USA Today website March 26th.

Question: Can you explain the reasoning or statistical superiority of Boston's closer -by-committee, and who is the best reliever this spring for the Sox? 

Bill James: Having two good relievers is better than having one. Having three good relievers is better than having two.  I'm not advocating a "closer by committee"; I don't know where that term comes from, and I don't think anybody in our office has ever advocated such a thing.  But here's a simple way to think about the issue: suppose that you were managing a Strat-O-Matic team, or an APBA team, or a Diamond Legends team, over the course of a 162-game season. Would YOU use your bullpen the way that most major league managers use theirs? I don't know anybody who would.  When the egos and the "psychology" and the BS are taken out of it and the issue is reduced to simply doing what is in the best interests of the ballclub, it becomes obvious that this isn't it. The way that most teams use their bullpen simply does not make sense.

Season Preview

Cobb Division – American League

Greenville Black Sox


1B- Tino Martinez

P1- Mark Buehrle

2B- Mark Grudzielanek
P2- Rick Reed

3B- Scott Spiezio

P3- Damian Moss

SS- Omar Vizquel

P4- Brandon Duckworth

OF- Bobby Higginson
P5- Ted Lilly and others

OF- Ichiro


CL- Robb Nen

OF- Doug Glanville

C- AJ Pierzynski

Rivendell Knights


1B- Jason Giambi

P1- Derek Lowe

2B- Luis Castillo

P2- Paul Byrd

3B- Aaron Boone

P3- Andy Ashby

SS- Rich Aurilia

P4- Livan Hernandez

OF- Brian Jordan

P5- Tanyon Sturtze

OF- Sammy Sosa

CL- Troy Percival

OF- Juan Encarnacion

C- Jason Varitek

Silver Sluggers


1B- David Ortiz

P1- Brian Lawrence

2B- Roberto Alomar

P2- Rodrigo Lopez

3B- Eric Hinske

P3- Aaron Sele

SS- Orlando Cabrera
P4- John Thomson

OF- Carlos Beltran

P5- Paul Wilson

OF- JD Drew


CL- Roberto Hernandez

OF- Preston Wilson

C- Michael Barrett

West Bend Rocks


1B- Aubrey Huff

P1- David Wells

2B- Adam Kennedy

P2- Kevin Appier

3B- Adrian Beltre

P3- Steve Trachsel

SS- Rafael Furcal

P4- Josh Fogg

OF- Dustan Mohr

P5- Ryan Jensen

OF- Andruw Jones

CL- Eddie Guardado

OF- Shawn Green

C- Brad Ausmus

Waukesha Keglers


1B- Randall Simon

P1- Vicente Padilla

2B- Craig Biggio

P2- Roger Clemens

3B- David Bell

P3- Ramon Ortiz

SS- Derek Jeter

P4- Orlando Hernandez

OF- Randy Winn

P5- Denny Neagle

OF- Jim Edmonds

CL- Jason Isringhausen

OF- Jermaine Dye


C- Mike Piazza

Syracuse SkyChiefs


1B-  Rafael Palmeiro

P1- Randy Johnson

2B- Ray Durham

P2- Tim Wakefield

3B- Robin Ventura

P3- Miguel Batista

SS- Jose Valentin

P4- Terry Adams

OF- Brian Giles

P5- Woody Williams

OF- Larry Walker

CL- Eric Gagne

OF- Trot Nixon

C- Eli Marrero

Ruth Division – American League

Toontown Rabbits


1B- Ryan Klesko

P1- Kevin Millwood

2B- Jerry Hairston Jr.
P2- Jason Schmidt

3B- Herb Perry

P3- Ismael Valdes

SS- Alex S. Gonzalez
P4- John Lieber

OF- Barry Bonds

P5- Frank Castillo

OF- Kevin Millar

CL- Mariano Rivera

OF- Melvin Mora

C- Benito Santiago

Plum Island Greenheads


1B- Mike Sweeney

P1- Mark Mulder

2B- Alfonso Soriano

P2- Javier Vazquez

3B- Bill Meuller

P3- Kirk Rueter

SS- Rey Sanchez

P4- Sidney Ponson

OF- Cliff Floyd

P5- Carlos Zambrano

OF- Mark Kotsay

CL- Billy Wagner

OF- Richard Hidalgo

C- Brandon Inge?

Gotham City Gargoyles


1B- Jeff Bagwell

P1- Joe Kennedy

2B- Damion Easley

P2- Pedro Astacio

3B- Eric Chavez

P3- Scott Erickson

SS- Carlos Guillen

P4- Shawn Estes

OF- Chipper Jones

P5- Jason Johnson

OF- Jose Cruz Jr.

CL- Kaz Sasaki

OF- Reggie Sanders

C- Todd Hundley

Portland Grays


1B- Mark Grace

P1- Curt Schilling

2B- Junior Spivey

P2- Esteban Loaiza

3B- Jeff Cirillo

P3- Brian Anderson

SS- Edgar Renteria

P4- Kevin Brown

OF- Matt Lawton

P5- Many youngsters

OF- Ken Griffey Jr.

CL- Francisco Cordero

OF- Austin Kearns

C- Jason Kendall

San Bernadino Stampede


1B- Doug Mientkiewicz
P1- Randy Wolf

2B- Mark Ellis

P2- Jeff Suppan

3B- Aramis Ramirez

P3- Jon Garland

SS- Alex Rodriguez

P4- Kyle Lohse

OF- Brad Wilkerson

P5- Committee

OF- Gary Matthews Jr.
CL- Keith Foulke

OF- Corey Patterson

C- Ramon Hernadez

Williamsburg Burgesses

1B- Jim Thome

P1- Odie Perez

2B- Bret Boone

P2- Elmer Dessens

3B- Mark Bellhorn

P3- Jimmy Haynes

SS- Mike Bordick

P4- Steve Sparks

OF- Jaque Jones

P5- Mike Maroth

OF- Jeromy Burnitz

CL- Mike DeJean

OF- Chris Singleton

C- Prince/Lampkin

Aaron Division – National League

Lafontaine Park Diamonds


1B- Derrek Lee

P1- Wade Miller

2B- Jose Vidro

P2- Al Leiter

3B- Mike Lowell

P3- Kip Wells

SS- Miguel Tejada

P4- Tony Armas Jr.

OF- Ellis Burks

P5- Kaz Ishii

OF- Mike Cameron

CL- Jose Jimenez

OF- Dave Justice

C- Craig Wilson

Buckeye Eclipse

1B- Paul Konerko

P1- Freddy Garcia

2B- Michael Young

P2- Kenny Rogers

3B- Troy Glaus

P3- Eric Milton

SS- Tony Womack

P4- Cory Lidle

OF- Albert Pujols

P5- Jason Jennings

OF- Daryle Ward

CL- Billy Koch

OF- Travis Lee

C- Paul LoDuca

Annadale Anteaters

1B- JT Snow


P1- Barry Zito

2B- Pokey Reese

P2- Russ Ortiz

3B- Joe Randa

P3- AJ Burnett

SS- Cesar Isturzis

P4- Glendon Rusch

OF- Garrett Anderson
P5- Mike Hampton

OF- Jeff Conine

CL- Byung-hyun Kim

OF- Torii Hunter

C- Mike Lieberthal

Port Richey Sandcranes


1B- Fred McGriff

P1- Joel Pineiro

2B- Marlon Anderson
P2- Tomo Ohka

3B- Shea Hillenbrand
P3- Denny Stark

SS- Cristian Guzman
P4- Danys Baez

OF- Todd Hollandsworth
P5- Youngsters

OF- Shannon Stewart
CL- Ugie Urbina

OF- Vernon Wells

C- Einar Diaz

Virginia Patriots


1B- Carlos Delgado

P1- Tim Hudson

2B- Placido Polanco

P2- Bartolo Colon

3B- Geoff Blum

P3- Greg Maddux

SS- Nomar Garciaparra
P4- Jason Bere

OF- Jay Payton

P5- Pete Walker

OF- Rob Fick


CL- Jorge Julio

OF- Jay Gibbons

OF- Jorge Posada

Abilene Longhorns


1B- Nick Johnson

P1- Roy Halladay

2B- Carlos Febles

P2- Mike Mussina

3B- Edgardo Alfonzo
P3- Omar Daal

SS- Dave Eckstein

P4- Jeff D’Amico

OF- Darin Erstad

P5- Committee

OF- Manny Ramirez
CL- Armando Benitez

OF- Raul Ibanez

C- Pudge Rodriguez

Mays Division – National League

Boston Braves


1B- Sean Casey

P1- CC Sabathia

2B- Brent Abernathy
P2- Tom Glavine

3B- Vinny Castilla

P3- Mark Prior

SS- Barry Larkin

P4- Josh Beckett

OF- Terrence Long

P5- Many Youngsters

OF- Roger Cedeno

CL- Jose Mesa

OF- Raul Mondesi

C- John Flaherty

West Oakland Wolverines

1B- Richie Sexson

P1- Roy Oswalt

2B- Ramon Vazquez

P2- Kerry Wood

3B- Tony Batista 

P3- Chuck Finley

SS- Jose Hernandez

P4- Dave Burba

OF- Johnny Damon

P5- Masato Yoshii

OF- Bobby Abreu

CL- Octavio Dotel

OF- Kevin Mench

C- Bengie Molina

Maryland Mounders


1B- Todd Helton

P1- Hideo Nomo

2B- Jeff Kent


P2- Matt Clement

3B- Corey Koskie

P3- Brad Radke

SS- Chris Woodward
P4- Andy Pettitte

OF- Bernie Williams
P5- Mark Redman

OF- Quinton McCracken
CL- John Smoltz

OF- Tim Salmon

C- Damian Miller

Taggart Titans

1B- Scott Hatteberg

P1- Jeff Weaver

2B- Luis Rivas

P2- Bret Tomko

3B- D’Angelo Jimenez
P3- Danny Wright

SS- Jimmy Rollins

P4- John Burkett

OF- Jeremy Giambi

P5- Committee

OF- Vlad Guerrero

CL- Antonio Osuna

OF- Adam Dunn

C- Brent Mayne

Northwoods Moose

1B- Carlos Pena

P1- Matt Morris

2B- Jose Vizcaino

P2- Ben Sheets

3B- Todd Zeile

P3- Ryan Dempster

SS- Juan Uribe

P4- Rick Helling

OF- Lance Berkman

P5- Brad Penny

OF- Pat Burrell

CL- Trevor Hoffman

OF- Milton Bradley

C- Sandy Alomar Jr.

Aspen Rainmakers

1B- John Olerud

P1- Pedro Martinez

2B- Fernando Vina

P2- Jamie Moyer

3B- Scott Rolen

P3- Jarrod Washburn

SS- Jack Wilson

P4- Chris Reitsma

OF- Luis Gonzalez

P5- Ryan Franklin

OF- Dave Roberts

CL- Mike Williams

OF- Mark McLemore

C- Jason LaRue

BRASSWORLD History

With the start of a brand new Strat league we have the unique ability to capture the entirety of the league’s history.  What I would like all managers to do is to please be aware of unique statistical accomplishments.  In particular would be things like 3 or more homers in a game, 5 hits in a game, one hitters, no hitters, 15 strikeouts, 4 steals, 3 triples, 4 doubles, etc.  All kinds of stuff like that.  When an event like this occurs please pass along the boxscore to me so it can be recorded for posterity.  Thanks much.

Injuries

Remember that BW uses game injuries.  All injuries last for the duration of the game.  After the game is over simply go to “Update Statistics”, find the necessary player(s) and then scroll to the bottom and enter a zero for “Injury Days Left.”

New Email address

Ray Martin, owner of the Buckeye Eclipse, now can be reached at: rayandrenee564@msn.com
Please make this change in your address book as Ray’s old address will cease shortly.

Upcoming Deadlines

April 30th
Results due to opponents

April 30th
Results due to statisticians (Paolo and Corey)

May 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

None (
Articles

Many articles are below for our enjoyment.  Great to see.

Next Issue of News & Report

The first BW season is underway.

Portland’s Non-Computer Manager Profile

Stefan Feuerherdt, Portland Grays

In response to the request for some background info on our managers, and especially since, like some of you, I’m new to the “Brass family,” I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce myself.   My team, the Grays, will be in the Ruth Division this year.  

My family and I live in the Great Pacific Northwest- of the United States, that is- probably oughta specify, with the number of league members that live elsewhere.  I’ve lived 7 years here in the land of majestic trees and mountains, frequent rain, and recently (b/c of a combination of political and economic failures), one of the most ridiculed public school systems in the country (thank you, Doonesbury).  Previously, I’ve called both California and Florida home.  

I hail originally, though, from the Northeast- Queens, NYC to be exact.  Grew up a Met fan- my first baseball games were at Shea Stadium.  At the risk of dating myself, I can remember seeing Jesse Orosco pitching as a rookie.   

Friends introduced me to the Stratomatic baseball world at age 12 or so.  Even though I never played little league (soccer and basketball were my games), I took a liking to the game right away.  In fact, it was SOM that got me interested in the real MLB games on TV.   

I played pretty regularly in face-to-face leagues growing up, and then sporadically in college, and once again after I joined the adult working world.  Soon after, though, career, school, and family took me away from the game for a decade.   Finally, in 1998, I got the bug again, and found the computer SOM baseball game (it was the V3.0 demo from the website, I think, and I learned the game with the ’27 Yankees).  With the “new” world of   PC’s and the internet, I soon found a PBM league that I’ve been with ever since.   

I came across the BrassBall league website years ago, and admired from a distance the way the league was set up.  I already enjoy the “pretend-GM” functions of team-building and prospecting minor leaguers, but this league’s complex salary system looks like a real added challenge!  More importantly, though, it seems to me that the “Brass” leagues strive to be top-notch, to be challenging and realistic yet fun, and to attract and retain talented, dedicated folks (surprisingly, to me anyway, many leagues don’t strive for these same goals).  

I’m looking forward to the challenge of competing with you talented folks!  Well, for the Grays in 2003, “competing” might be too strong a word …(
ELEMENTS OF A GOOD BATTING ORDER

By Tom Fish

Element #1 – The Leadoff Man - A good leadoff man should have and be able to do the following, in order of importance: a) have an excellent on-base percentage, b) be able to reach scoring position on his own, c) have enough speed to score consistently from second base on a single.

Element #2 – The Number Two Man – The number two man should not strikeout much, and also be a productive hitter. He should be able to move the runner(s) over with either a hit or an out. It is important to “bunch” your best hitters together and, the number two man is the key to this. He needs good bat control but not at the expense of being a good hitter, average wise. Especially in Strat. The correlation of runs scored in the #2 slot to the total runs scored by the team is closer than for any other position in the lineup (Bill James, ’86 Abstract).

Element #3 – Bunching – As I stated above, a team’s best hitters should be “bunched” together in the order. Simply, if your best hitters are spread out with poor hitters in-between you’d too often get 3 outs before 4 hits (and 1 run) were accomplished. But with your best hitters together the chances of you getting 4 hits (and 1 run) before making 3 outs increase significantly.

Element #4 – The Best Hitter – The best hitter should bat near the top, preferably as one of the first four hitters. The higher in the order the team’s best hitter bats the more at-bats and run-scoring opportunities he will have.

Element #5 – Clutch Hitters – Most, if not all of your “clutch” hitters should bat in the 4 thru 7 positions in the order. Those are the positions that are up to bat most often when a clutch situation occurs. The second most grouping is the 8th and 9th positions and, the 1 thru 3 positions come up the least often (they automatically lose one clutch possibility in their first trip to the plate).

Element #6 – The Number Five Hitter – The fifth man in the order should have a decent on-base percentage. On average the #5 hitter leads off more often than any other lineup position except for the leadoff hitter (Bill James, ’86 Abstract). It may even be wise to take advantage of that by using a player with some speed. 20/20 guys fit well here.

Element #7 – Heavy Home Run Hitters – Big homer hitters should bat no higher than 4th and no lower than 6th. Batting them there increases the chances that they’ll come to bat with runners on base, and decreases the chances that they will be walked intentionally. 

Element #8 – Double Play Hitters – If at all possible the batters that will hit into the most DP’s should follow either a speed burner or a low on-base hitter to reduce the opportunities for him to kill a rally. 

A Quick Look at the Ruth Division

By Tom Fish

After glancing through the Ruth Division teams, and writing a few stats down on each team, I’d have to say that Williamsburg is a clear favorite to win this division. In addition I believe that Gotham City is the most likely to bring up the rear. But in between those two it’s a toss-up. 

Williamsburg has a few things that I look for in a competitive PBM team. One is defense, especially up the middle. Bordick, Boone and Singleton should bring a lot of smiles to their pitchers. Plus guys like Jones, Counsell and Blanco add to their good defense. They also sport some power in Thome, Bellhorn, Boone and Jones. Both of those qualities make it easier to win road games. It reduces the number of managerial decisions needed, plus no ballpark effect will have an effect on defense. To top it off they are probably built for their ballpark better than the other five Ruth division teams. It could backfire, especially if their opponent is strong offensively on the left side and/or have one or two solid lefty starters to throw at Williamsburg. But for the most part I think they should do very well at home.

Gotham City has a few solid players but they have one big, two-fold weakness. Their defense is relatively poor and is coupled with a starting staff that yields a lot of hits. Bagwell, Chavez, Jones and Sheffiled make for a pretty solid offensive nucleous, but they just won’t be able to outscore the opponent consistently enough to win more that they’ll lose. 

Toontown, Plum Island, Portland and my own San Bernardino all have strengths and weaknesses, and how they’ll play out during the season is anybody’s guess. Plum Island may have the best starting staff, which may give them an edge. Their offense has a decent blend of power, speed, lefty and righty hitters. That balance will help them on the road. Toontown has a decent starting staff as well. Plus they have a couple of good hitters in Klesko and Ordonez to surround Bonds which may make them potentially the best offensive team in this division. Add in their pitchers and good up-the-middle defense and they just may be the favorite to take 2nd place, though their small ballpark could hurt them more than their opponents. Portland and San Bernardino don’t have any particular strength, but neither has a glaring weakness either. That makes them both a good prospect to have a .500 year. Portland’s ballpark may help their offense, and they have a good bullpen, but they only have one solid starter that can get them to the 7th in good shape consistently. With their bullpen all they’d need is another solid starter to become a player in this division. 

My guess going into this first season would see a finish in the Ruth Division of: 1-Williamsburg, 2-Toontown, 3-Plum Island, 4-San Bernardino, 5-Portland, 6-Gotham City.

Williamsburg Gazette
April 4, 2003

The Ruth division presents itself as a microcosm of all of Brassworld.  Therein we find the “future-is-now” plan of Toontown, the “let’s hedge our bets” philosophy of Plum Island, Gotham City and Williamsburg and the studied, thrifty investment in youth by San Bernadino and Portland.

Apologia pro Burgess Contracts

The season hasn’t begun and already I feel defensive about the Burgess contracts. Where did I go wrong? Did I hear somebody say round one of the draft?  President Bush has not thrown out the first pitch at Bruton Parish Commons and already one GM in the Cobb division predicts five AL playoff spots for them with the Ruth division leader getting the last spot by default. I suppose we in the Ruth should appreciate such graciousness; perhaps left unsaid was that he fully expected the 6th place team in Cobb to have a better record than the Ruth division winner. 

After the signings were announced, the rookie management here in Williamsburg does feel the heat about some of its decisions. Why was Jacque Jones not rewarded with a 5 year buyout? Well, he’s an outfielder who can’t hit LHP and can’t draw walks. A favorite baseball psychic of ours predicted that his type has a high risk of crashing; so it will be year-to-year. Mark Bellhorn did not get much long term respect at the most famous of Strat Think Tanks, the StratForum boards, so I will keep him one year, use him judiciously and perhaps trade him to some NL team for money/draft pick if I don’t find myself in first place by 10 games come June 1st. If he does great, I will get a compensation pick, perhaps.  Bottom line, if this guy flopped, I’d look stupid, so being gutless, I wimped out. No doubt about it, on review, this decision can be criticized because it doesn’t match the two year signings that were given to other core players (Bret Boone and several pitchers) so I will find myself without a 3rd baseman when I run for the roses in 2004. Yes, the “A1” Mark Bellhorn was a trap, and I fell for it.

I think I got my first Brassworld-induced episode of insomnia over agonizing about 25 year old Odalis Perez’ contract. I confess to having a lot of skepticism when it comes to young pitchers but apparently he was a high prospect in the minors. I did hear he had major arm surgery. He pitches for a good team in a pitcher’s park. I guess I was sold on the idea of a buyout when I saw that a veteran GM had given the likes of Jeff Weaver a buyout and signed Brett Tomko for 3 years at 3 mil per. I guess this will be the cost of having reliable mediocre pitching in Brassworld. Odalis Perez at 2.8 mil per for 5 years then is a bargain.  

Aging Bret Boone was given a 2 year deal in hopes of providing some getting a few more gbA’s for a young pitching staff while Brandon Phillips morphs into the next Robbie Alomar. This team tilts very strongly to the left and Bret will provide some punch from the right side to help keep my opponents honest. So he may be on the downhill, but he’ll be very good for at least one year. 

I knew Jeff Zimmerman didn’t pitch last year, so I thought if I drafted him, he’d be free. Since then I have found out there are no such freebies in Brassworld and now I am left lamenting having to pay a whole year’s wages for no work. I thought about dumping him but he could still turn into a bargain I suppose so like the farmer I will wait patiently to reap some benefit.

Play ball!

James Bodnar, Speaker of the House of Burgesses

Given this 4th day April, 2003, Anno Domini.

Two articles follow from Rene…

1977 Reds Make the Ultimate Sacrifice
April, 2003
by Rene Custeau

It was October and we had just completed our 1977 replay league and my powerful Red Machine had made it to the World Series. When I arrived at the Portland Boys Club and walked into their Quietroom / Library I was excited to begin my long and hard road to win the Brass Ring. As I prepared my team for the big game I discovered I was missing two of my star players, Power Hitting George Foster (he has 52 HR’s that year) and pitcher Don Gullet. Included in my pack of Strat cards was note. It said, Gone to Mexico! As you could imagine I was quite up set and immediately went to the commissioner’s office to file a grievance. The commissioner, Steve, held a full investigation over the next several days. The other players in our league kept silent. Either they knew nothing or feared retribution! The commissioner's office wasn’t able to discover what happened to the players and decided to call the World Series off.
However, baseball being America’s favorite pass time the commissioner came to me pleading for me to play the Series without the missing players. He said that it would be a small sacrifice to save such a great sport. I felt much pressure and decided to go forward with his wish. So, we scheduled the Series to begin the next day. To be perfectly honest I really can’t remember the details of that series or even the opponent. Maybe Henry could shed some light on that? All I do remember is that the series went to a final deciding seventh game. As I was preparing my lineup for that final game I discovered another note and it told be to that I would be able to find George and Don if I looked closer to Mexico. Well, with some help from my friends we decided to look under Mexico in the one set of Encyclopedias found in the Library and sure enough I found Foster and Gullett. I would be able to use them in the series. I would love to tell you that this story had a Fairy Tale ending, but that would be dishonest. I lost that game and the World Series. Till this day nobody really knows the true story of what happened!

Tag Your Out
A Little League Memoir
April, 2003
by Rene Custeau


Little League was a wonderful time in all of our lives. I remember the sun shining down on my face and the pure Love of the Game. Let’s see I was 11 years old and playing for the Merchants Variety, a local corner store in our neighborhood. I was playing third base and it was our third game of the season. We were 1 win and 2 loses. We had lost a close game against the Mancini Electric and got blown out by Breggy Oil. Our only win was a close game over Hailey’s Insurance. We really didn’t feel we could count that win because Haley’s Insurance, over the past three years had only won 4 games. They were terrible! I remember all of my friends as they cheered my team and me on. They were all on other teams but we were playing the IA’s. They had been the league champs for the past two years and everyone hated them and their arrogant way. We were the underdogs. It was another David vs Goliath situation. We had taken an early lead on a couple of errors 3 - 1. In the bottom of the 6th inning they were threatening. They had loaded the bases with their best hitter up. Our called a time out and went to the mound. Rusty, was our red headed pitcher and he wanted to go right after the IA’s hitter, but coach told him to pitch around him. I remember him telling him to not give him anything to hit. We went back to our positions as Rusty took the mound. I knew he wasn’t going to listen to the coach. He wanted to get the out and be the hero. He was that kind of guy. I knew we were in a real tough spot because the bases were loaded and there were 0 outs. We only had a 2 run lead. We were all nervous as Rusty sent ball one low and outside. The next pitch was fouled high over the backstop. What happened next is so clear and vivid in my mind. It was like it all happened in slow motion. Rusty threw the pitch and it was hit. I line drive scorched toward the 3rd base line. I reached out and was able to make the diving catch for the first out. My glove landed on the third base bag to register the second out of the inning and when I turned to look at second base the runner going to third stumbled into me and I tagged him for the third out of the inning. I had completed
an unassisted triple play to end the game. Merchant’s Varity had won the game 3 - 1. All my friends went nuts. They screamed and ran out on the field. It was truly a wonderful day and for that moment I truly loved the game!

PAOLO PASSARELLO OF ROME, ITALY -- 

I am 42 year old. I was born in Caronia, Sicily, Italy. During my teen years I played rugby, volleyball and basketball. I met Baseball, not very popular in Italy, when I was twelve and I fall in love with it.

Although I never played baseball (in official games), I was involved in many activities: general manager, league executive, official scorekeeper, umpire, member of the Organizing Committee of 1998 International Baseball Association World Cup played in Italy (IBA is the worldwide organization that manages baseball in the Olympic Games).

I attended the University of Palermo, Sicily, and I got the degree in Statistics. I also attended an M.B.A. program and at present I work as a business consultant in a small management consulting company in Rome, the more fascinating city in the world. Thanks to the "British Encyclopedia" I knew American Sports in the early ‘70s. I became a Cardinals’ fan because I liked so much their logo.

I follow the American baseball championship on a regular basis from 1983. In the early days it was like an adventure to get some Int’l Herald Tribune copy to read something about Major Leagues. Now Internet make me easy to get the news I want.

I have been playing Strat-o-Matic since 1981 when I played it with a group of guys in Parma the main baseball city in Italy. It was very interesting. Some year later I looked an ad in the The Sporting News Yearbook about SOM. I wrote them and I got a brochure. When I was convinced I placed my order. It was 1984. My first SOM baseball season was 1983. That’s the reason all my Brassworld coaching staff comes from 1983 season.

I played tons of solitaire games. Then the computer era began. I was an Apple user for many year so I couldn’t buy the computer version of SOM. When I definitively converted myself to PC-world the first thing I did was to download the demo version of SOM baseball from their website.

Soon after I placed my order to buy my first computer game. It was 2000. I bought the 1999 season.

Then I joined the Essom league as a back-up manager. I’m still a back-up manager there, but I had the opportunity to meet Steve Beren who teached me many aspects of SOM in internet. I’m starting my 4th season of my SOM computer era. During this time I joined as many as ten leagues and played the SOM version in the Sporting News website, I won one title, I was the league statmen twice, but reading many constitutions I really wanted to join only one league: the BRASS league.

Now I’m in, I left all the other leagues. Currently I play only in the USFBL (summer) and GPL (winter) leagues. I like BRASS leagues for the contract structure. I copied it for my fantasy soccer league here in Italy.

I am not married. I like movies, rock music, jazz music, traveling. In 1999 I was in the USA for the first time. I visited New York City. The first night in NYC I was at the Yankee Stadium, of course. 

I am sorry about my English. I hope my joining in Brassworld League could help me to improve my ability in your language and, above all, to make friends with some of you brassworlders.

The Black Sox appear to be a sound team.  Good fielders.  Skilled hitters for average.  The pitching is strong 1-4 and in Robb Nen the Black Sox have one of the premier closers in BW.  





Farm Star:  Enrique Cruz
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Elfin Magic should be plentiful in Rivendell in 2003.  The Knights should score runs at will with a 3-4 combo of Giambi and Sosa.  The team is sound both defensively and on the mound.  Derek Lowe should be one of the best BW pitchers all year long.





Farm Star:  Kevin Youkilis





The Sluggers are young and talented.  The focus of the attack will come from the multi-talented trio in the outfield:  Beltran, Wilson and Drew.  Brian Lawrence is the #1, but keep an eye on Rodrigo Lopez.





Farm Star:  Jerome Williams





Like Silver, the Rocks are a youngish squad, at least the hitters are.  The pitchers are of a more veteran nature.  Rocks can sport a two-headed closer with Guardado and Juan Acevedo.  Andruw Jones a delight for the pitchers.





Farm Star:  Rocco Baldelli





BW’s Monday night bowling team is veteran laden and that should help in a drive for the playoffs.  Derek Jeter should be the offensive lynchpin.  Starting rotation strong.  Club also should be strong defensively.





Farm Star:  John Buck





Like the Keglers Syracuse is a veteran team.  The 3-4-5 of Giles, Walker and Raffy may be the best in BW.  Big Unit is clearly the ace, but 3-5 could really be any of the remaining arms.  Gagne the best closer in BW.





Farm Star:  Ty Howington





Any team with Barry Bonds on it is in good shape.  BB will be complimented by Klesko and Millar.  Strong group of starters led by Millwood and Schmidt.  Mariano Rivera an excellent closer.  Good defense up the middle.





Farm Star:  Brad Nelson





Some nice young hitters and pitchers on the Island.  Soriano should be a star for the next ten years.  Mulder and Vazquez very sweet in the 1 and 2 slots.  I have no real idea who will catch.  Inge appears the best of the lot.





Farm Star:  Dustin McGowan





Bagwell, Chavez and Chipper will make a solid middle of the order.  Excellent infield defense.  Starting pitching not a strength.  Look for youngsters John Lackey and Brett Myers to get starts during the year.





Farm Star:  Todd Linden





Offense is a mix of vets and youngsters.  Spivey and Kearns could be nice Gray tandem for years.  Many, many young arms will climb the hill for the Grays in 2003.  If enough come through the squad will be much improved in 2004.





Farm Star:  Hideki Matsui





The Stampede could be the best team in BW in 2-3 years after all these young hitters mature.  A-Rod is surrounded by young talent- even his H.S. buddy Mientkiewicz.  Starters are solid and will only get better.





Farm Star:  Justin Morneau





The offense has nice pop in Thome and Boone, but two of the outfield spots are going to be a little weak.  Starters are solid and will keep Burgesses in most games.  Braden Looper backs up DeJean in the pen.





Farm Star:  Jose Contreras





The Diamonds are quite solid.  The starting lineup can hit, but leans to the right.  1-3 of the rotation is solid.  The bullpen in front of Jimenez is not strong.  The Diamonds should be competitive all year long though.





Farm Star:  Bobby Crosby





Another righty dominant club in the Aaron.  Pujols-Glaus-Konerko a fine middle of the order.  No true CF on the Eclipse, however.  A few light hitters in the everyday lineup.  Solid, strong-armed rotation should be big asset all year long.





Farm Star:  Sean Burnett





Little power on the Anteaters.  But what the ‘Eaters lack in pop they make up for in defense and pitching.  Anderson and Hunter will be counted on to carry the offense.  1-4 is very solid.  Kim in the closer role makes games eight inning contests.





Farm Star:  Jason Stokes





The Sandcrane offense should be pesky.  McGriff and Hillenbrand figure to be the run producers.  Wells and Stewart need to ignite the offense.  Pitching staff very young, which bodes well for the future.  Bullpen is deep and versatile.





Farm Star:  Ben Hendrickson





The Patriots must start the year as one of the favorites in the NL with this offense/pitching combo.  Nomar and Delgado a very fine duo.  Posada is one of the best catchers in BW.  How good is the staff?  Maddux is arguably the third best starter for the Pats!





Farm Star:  Prince Fielder





The ‘Horns should be balanced.  Manny is the key to the offense.  Alfonzo and Pudge should be solid contributors.  Eckstein is a joy to watch.  The 1-2 combo of Doc and Moose in the rotation is one of the better ones in BW.  3-5, though, is a tad weak. 





 Farm Star:  Johan Santana





The Braves are one of the youngest teams in BW.  The pitching has some very talented arms in it.  Glavine and Larkin will probably feel more like coaches with this many rooks playing.  1B is well stocked (


Bullpen is strong with Mesa, Graves and Escobar.





Farm Star:  Mark Teixeira





Team WOW has a nice offense.  Abreu can do many things.  Hernandez and Sexson expected to drive in runs.  Wolverine fans should enjoy young hitters Mench and Crawford.  Pitching a bit wobbly after the first 3 spots.





Farm Star:  Jose Reyes





Powerful middle of the order for the Mounders with Kent-Helton-Salmon.  Bernie should be on base often to provide ample scoring opportunities.  Veteran ‘mounders’ in Maryland.  Mounders probably open as the favorite in the Mays.





Farm Star:  Bobby Basham





Young team in Taggart.  Pitching okay but lacks a lefty in the pen.  Vlad and Dunn expected to carry bulk of the offense.  Rook Sean Burroughs expects to see action at 3B.  Catching is weak.





Farm Star:  Jeremy Bonderman





Like Taggart, the Moose are a young team.  Berkman and Burrell are the stars of the offense.  Carlos Pena should develop into a third slugger for the Moose.  Pitching young and should be better in year or two.  Morris is the ace.





Farm Star:  Jesse Foppert





Aspen is one of the better teams in the NL.  Very good team defense.  Rolen and Gonzalez supply pop.  Starters fronted by the best in BW- Pedro Martinez.  The 4 and 5 spots a little weak.  Catching very strong with LaRue and Mike Matheny.





Farm Star:  Oscar Villareal








