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NL Super Series

The August Super Series’ turned to two intriguing inter-league matchups.   In August Rene’s Aspen Rainmakers played host to his friend Henry’s team from Plum Island.  

Game 1:  Gary Glover (PIG) versus Brian Meadows (ASP)

Not exactly a marquis matchup on the hill for the opener (  Aspen struck first when Luis Gonzalez knocked in Dave Roberts from second with his two-out single.  Meadows cruised through six innings as he allowed only three hits and no runs.  In the bottom of the sixth the Rainmakers started a two-out rally that scored two more runs to make it 3-0.  That was all Aspen would need in the opener as they cruised to a comfortable 6-1 victory.  Dave Roberts finished the day 3 for 5 while Fernando Vina swiped three bags.

Game 2:  Sidney Ponson (PIG) versus Jamie Moyer (ASP)

Aspen notched a single run in the first when they successfully implemented “little ball” strategy.  Roberts led off with a double and advanced to third on Mark McLemore’s well placed sacrifice.  John Olerud followed and he lofted a sufficiently deep enough flyball to right to get Roberts in from third.  Aspen made it 2-0 in the second inning when All Star Jason Larue smacked a solo homer.  Once again the Rainmakers were able to lean on their strong starting pitching.  Moyer pitched seven innings and allowed only a solo homer to Mike Sweeney in the third.  In the bottom of the seventh Aspen tallied a single insurance run when reliever Dan Smith uncorked a wild pitch that allowed Dave Roberts to scramble in from third.  Up 3-1 now the Rainmaker pen hung on.  In the top of the eighth Sweeney connected for a second solo homer, but that wasn’t enough.  In the ninth Buddy Groom put the Greenheads down 1-2-3 for Aspen’s second win.

Game 3:  Javier Vazquez (PIG) versus Chris Reitsma (ASP)

In the finale the Greenheads were able to get on the board first, thanks to their pitcher Vazquez.  Batting in the third Vazquez sent one over the head of Roberts in center.  Vazquez was able to pull into second with a standup double.   Juan Pierre followed with a single, but Vazquez was wisely held up at third.  Mark Kotsay was able to drive in the run when he flied out deep to left.  Queitly Vazquez was able to cruise into the fourth up 1-0.  In the bottom of the fourth Luis Gonzalez led off with a single.  Scott Rolen then flied out for the first out.  Jason Larue reached base when Rey Sanchez couldn’t make the play on a routine grounder.  The developing situation only worsened for Vazquez when he plunked Vina to load the bags.  Number eight hitter John McDonald executed a perfect squeeze to get the first run in.  Reitsma followed and helped his cause significantly when he sent a slow roller over second.  Alfonso Soriano got to the ball, but then tried to make a play on Reitsma at first.  He had no chance and threw wildly for an error.  Two runs came in on the play and the Rainmakers were now up 3-1.  In the sixth though the ‘Heads knotted the contest at three when Soriano cracked a towering two-run homer to center.  After that excitement both bullpens were able to keep the game tied through nine complete.  But in the bottom of the tenth the Rainmakers were able to complete the sweep when they plated a run off of the very tough Billy Wagner.  The Rainmakers utilized three consecutive singles to do so with Vina’s final one able to plate Scotty Rolen with the winning run.

AL Super Series

For the AL series we feature a potential World Series showdown as Maryland traveled to Toontown for this electric matchup.

Game 1:  Matt Clement (MMM) versus Jason Schmidt (TOO)

In the bottom of the second the Rabbits scored first when they got an unlikely run scoring triple from catcher Benito Santiago.  The out of breath Benito was able to score the second run and get a breather on the bench when he came home on Alex Gonzalez’ subsequent single.  Up 2-0 Schmidt had a little room to work with.  In the top of the third he gave a run back when his wild pitch gave the Mounders an easy first run.  Clement, however, could gather no momentum in this one.  In the bottom of the third the Rabbits effectively put this out of reach when Herbert Perry connected for a long three-run homer.  Up 5-1 the Rabbits cruised to an eventual 8-3 win.  

Game 2:  Jason Marquis (MMM) versus Ismael Valdes (TOO)

In game two the Mounders scored first when Bernie Williams blooped a single over second in the second frame that allowed the first run to score.  In the bottom of the frame, though, the Rabbits thundered back with the aid of two homers.  The first one was a solo blast off of the bat of Mags Ordonez.  With two outs Alex Gonzalez connected for a two-run tater that he snuck over the right field wall for a dramatic 3-1 Toontown lead.  The Mounders got a run back in the top of the third when Tim Salmon led off with an improbable triple and then came plateward when Valdes threw a 58 footer.  The score remained at 3-2 until the top of the seventh when Bernie Williams tied the game up at three when he crushed a solo homer to right with two outs.  For the bottom of the eighth All Star Alan Embree came on to relieve Marquis for the Mounders.   His first batter to face was Kevin Millar who was on to hit for Valdes.  Millar was unable to do anything with the first two heaters from Embree and was thus quickly in the hole 0-2.  On the third pitch Embree tried to get yet another high fastball past Millar.  Millar must have gotten his timing down because he unwound himself for a vicious rip at the ball.  He connected and sent it flying over the left field wall for a delirious 4-3 lead for the Rabbits.  Dave Veres came on to close the game out and sent the Mounders down 1-2-3 in the ninth for a second Rabbit victory.    

Game 3:  Hideo Nomo (MMM) versus Frank Castillo (TOO)

In the finale all was quiet through the first four innings as the pitchers kept the contest scoreless.  In the top of the fourth the Mounders broke through with the first run of the game when Todd Helton delivered a two-out single to score Matt Franco from second.  Nomo, for his part, was cruising and had held the Rabbits scoreless through five.  In the bottom of the sixth he walked two batters with one out to start the trouble.  With one down and two on now he was able to whiff game two hero Kevin Millar.  Leadoff man Kenny Lofton was next.  With two outs and the runners moving on a 3-2 pitch Lofton drove a double to the gap that scored both runners to make it 2-1 Rabbits in the sixth.  The Mounders were unable to get a run back in the top of the seventh and Barry Bonds only worsened their predicament when he smacked a solo homer to extend the Rabbit lead to 3-1.  In the top of the eighth Toontown had the youngster Corey Thurman out on the hill.  Bernie Williams led off with a flyball to center for the first out of the inning.  Thurman got untracked unfortunately when he walked the next two batters.  Now up strode the dangerous Helton to face the unnerved Thurman.  The youngster was in over his head and could not get Helton.  Helton, for his part, was able to produce a double that scored both runners and knotted the game at three.  Thurman was thusly relieved for the more experienced Rolando Arrojo who got the Rabbits through the inning with no further damage.  Embree was able to put the Rabbits down quickly 1-2-3 in the eight to get the hitters back to the dugout.  Willis Roberts came on for Toontown to pitch the ninth.  Immediately he did himself no favors when he misplayed Quinton McCracken’s bunt attempt into an error.  Next up was pinch hitter Todd Greene.  The powerful masher was able to do what he does best when he put bat to ball and reversed it to travel over 400 feet into the bleachers for a crowd quieting 5-3 lead for the Mounders.  Closer John Smoltz came on in the ninth and handled the Rabbits easily and thus allowed Maryland to salvage one win in their Toontown visit.

2003 BRASSWORLD All Star Game

Luchtefeld Guides AL to Victory

Bonds Named MVP
BW’s first All Star game promised to be quite an event.  On the line was nothing less than home field advantage in the World Series.  Bonds, A-Rod, Pujols, Maddux and Big Unit…ahhh…the stars were out this night.  In the end Barry Bonds would shine brightest.  All he needs now to cap off this phenomenal start to a BW career is to hoist a Championship Trophy come October.  Let’s see how our first Midsummer Classic unfolded.

For the first three innings of the contest the pitchers were the name of the game as both teams were held scoreless.  Both Maddux for the NL and Randy Johnson for the AL did not allow a hit over the two innings they both threw.  

In the bottom of the fourth the AL started a two out rally.  Pedro Martinez was now twirling for the NL.  Up stepped A-Rod from the Stampede.  Pedro couldn’t get A-Rod to offer at his dizzying array of pitches and thus ended up walking the slugging shortstop.  Up next was Williamsburg masher Jim Thome.  Thome did his best in the box as he laid off a couple changeups from Pedro and tried to get a fastball to hit.  With the count 2-1 Pedro tried a fastball middle out to Thome, but it caught too much of the plate.  Thome swung mightily and sent it flying over the right field fence for a two-run 

	2003 BRASSWORLD ALL STAR GAME

	NL
	AB
	R
	H
	BI
	AL
	AB
	R
	H
	BI

	Hunter, cf
	3
	0
	0
	0
	Soriano, 2b
	3
	0
	0
	0

	  Oswalt, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Boone, 2b
	2
	2
	2
	0

	  Groom, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Edmonds, cf
	4
	0
	1
	0

	  Berkman, ph-lf
	3
	1
	1
	0
	Bonds, lf
	5
	1
	2
	3

	Kent, 2b
	4
	1
	0
	1
	Rodriguez, ss
	3
	1
	0
	0

	Pujols, lf
	3
	0
	2
	2
	Thome, 1b
	2
	1
	1
	2

	  Embree, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Sweeney, ph-1b
	2
	0
	0
	0

	  Graves, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Piazza, c
	2
	0
	0
	0

	  McGriff, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  Varitek, c
	1
	0
	1
	0

	  Smoltz, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Giles, rf
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Hillenbrand, 3b
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Walker, ph-rf
	3
	1
	1
	1

	Helton, 1b
	4
	0
	1
	0
	Chavez, 3b
	2
	0
	2
	0

	Salmon, rf
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  Bell, ph-3b
	2
	0
	0
	0

	  Guerrero, ph-rf
	4
	0
	0
	0
	Johnson, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tejada, ss
	5
	0
	0
	0
	  Schilling, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Glaus, 3b
	4
	2
	1
	0
	  J. Jones, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Hudson, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Wells, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Larue, c
	2
	0
	0
	0
	  Ordonez, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Lieberthal, ph-c
	3
	0
	1
	0
	  Nen, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Maddux, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Hammond, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Walker, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  Foulke, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Martinez, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Wagner, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Abreu, ph-cf
	3
	1
	2
	2
	  Cabrera, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	  Hernandez, p
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	41
	5
	8
	5
	
	36
	6
	10
	6

	

	NL
	000
	011
	300
	0
	5   8   1
	
	A- 46,612

	AL
	000
	210
	020
	1
	6  10  4
	
	T- 2:59

	

	NL
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	

	Maddux
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	LOB:  NL-11, AL-4

	Martinez
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3
	DP:  NL-2, AL-0

	Oswalt
	1.1
	2
	1
	1
	0
	1
	Errors:  Kent, Soriano, Bonds-2,

	Groom
	0.2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Chavez

	Embree
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2B:  Berkman, Pujols, Glaus, Abreu

	Graves
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	1
	Varitek

	Smoltz, L
	1.1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	HR:  Bonds, Thome, Walker

	Hudson
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	SB:  Glaus

	AL
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	CS:  Abreu

	Johnson
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	SF:  Pujols

	Schilling
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	Walks:  Kent, Helton, Glaus, Abreu

	Wells
	2
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Edmonds, Rodriguez, Varitek

	Nen
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	GIDP:  Bonds, Walker

	Hammond
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	WP:  Embree, Wagner

	Foulke
	0.1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	PB:  Larue

	Wagner
	0.2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	

	Hernandez, W
	3
	1
	0
	0
	3
	1
	


lead.

In the top of the fifth the NL got a run back thanks to an error from Eric Chavez.  Troy Glaus led off the inning and reached when Chavez’ throw pulled Thome off the bag.  Somewhat surprisingly Glaus got an excellent lead off of the inattentive David Wells.  He took off for second and slid into second without a throw.  Todd Helton followed with a groundout to move Glaus up ninety feet to third.  Glaus then came home when pinch hitter Bobby Abreu doubled to the gap to make the score 2-1.

In the bottom of the frame the AL got the run right back when Larry Walker pinch hit and slammed a solo homer off of Roy Oswalt to make the lead 3-1 in the NL’s favor.

But the NL would not go away.  In the top of the sixth they utilized another AL miscue for a cheap run.  Bonds made his first of two errors when he misplayed a routine flyball into two bases for Jeff Kent.  Albert Pujols of the Eclipse was next and drilled a solid single to center to plate the unearned run.  After five and one half the score was now 3-2 in the AL’s favor, but their defense had allowed both runs.

In the bottom of the sixth the AL went down quietly 1-2-3.  For the top of the seventh Chris Hammond was brought on to relieve and hold the NL at bay.  One batter, one hit as he yielded a double to Glaus.  Keith Foulke relieved Hammond and he retired his first batter on a lineout, but was unable to get Abreu as Bobby’s solidly struck single plated Glaus to tie the game at three.  Bill Galanis called down to the pen yet again- this time for Billy Wagner to face pinch hitter Lance Berkman.  No such luck as Berkman produced a gap double to keep the heat on.  Now with runners on second and third, up strode Kent.  Wagner got Kent to top a ball to his right and tried to throw home to cut down the run.  But Abreu went on contact and was able to slide in under the tag for a 4-3 NL lead.  Now runners were on the corners with still only one away and the dangerous Albert Pujols to bat.  Pujols was able to get hold of Wagner offering that he drilled to the warning track in right.  Larry Walker was able to corral it easily, but it was plenty deep enough to score Berkman from third.  When the dust settled the NL finished the seventh up 5 to 3.

In the bottom of the seventh Jason Varitek led off with a double and moved to third on an Alan Embree wild pitch, but his teammates could not get him home so the score remained 5-3.  In the top of the eighth the NL couldn’t add to their lead as new pitcher Orlando Hernandez handled the side easily.  For the bottom of the eighth Boston’s Danny Graves was brought on to get the game to closer John Smoltz.  Bret Boone led off with a single and Jim Edmonds followed by swinging at strike three.   With one out and one on up came the most feared hitter in BRASSWORLD- Barry Bonds.  Bonds wasted little time as he cracked a two-run homer that flew majestically over the right-center fence.  The crowd went nuts as the AL had just leveled the game at five in dramatic fashion.

In the ninth neither side was able to push across the go-ahead run so the inaugural Classic headed for extra frames.  In the top of the tenth Orlando Hernandez, on for his third inning, squeezed himself out of trouble as he got Lance Berkman to pop out with runners on first and second and two down.  John Smoltz was now pitching for the NL and we was charged with keeping the AL silent for another frame.  He got past El Duque as he popped out weakly to the catcher.  Bret Boone was next and he reached on a single.  Jim Edmonds followed and he sent a twenty hopper to the right of Kent at second.   Kent had no play on first on the hustling Edmonds, but tried anyway.  His throw sailed over Helton at first and both runners moved up to second and third respectively.  The NL was now in a serious jam because up came Bonds.  Feeling Smoltz was tired, Galanis called for Tim Hudson from the pen to face the mighty Bonds.  A base was open to put Bonds on, but Hudson was instructed to go after Barry.  It didn’t work as planned.  Bonds was able to plop a single over the head of Kent at second and Boone came home as the winning run.  What a game!

Barry Bonds was the easy choice as the  game MVP and thus is the inaugural winner of the league’s Jackie Robinson Award.   Much thanks to Lenny for being the host and also to Bill Galanis for taking the reigns of the NL squad.

Your 2003 BRASSWORLD All Stars…

	AL Hitters

	Name
	Team
	Pos
	Gms
	BA
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Sweeney, Mike
	PIG
	1B
	81
	.338
	.434
	.547
	14
	57
	57
	15

	Thome, Jim
	WIL
	1B
	81
	.299
	.458
	.693
	33
	72
	66
	0

	Boone, Bret
	WIL
	2B
	81
	.269
	.315
	.438
	10
	50
	34
	6

	Soriano, Alfonso
	PIG
	2B
	81
	.289
	.354
	.540
	18
	58
	53
	29

	Bell, David
	WAU
	3B
	81
	.272
	.333
	.456
	10
	39
	33
	1

	Chavez, Eric
	GCG
	3B
	78
	.306
	.357
	.570
	22
	65
	48
	0

	Cabrera, Orlando
	SIL
	SS
	77
	.289
	.356
	.458
	7
	34
	51
	16

	Rodriguez, Alex
	SBS
	SS
	81
	.273
	.374
	.643
	32
	65
	54
	1

	Piazza, Mike
	WAU
	C
	68
	.278
	.362
	.533
	19
	53
	45
	0

	Varitek, Jason
	RIV
	C
	63
	.272
	.357
	.539
	14
	32
	24
	4

	Bonds, Barry
	TOO
	OF
	74
	.426
	.586
	.906
	31
	69
	86
	2

	Edmonds, Jim
	WAU
	OF
	78
	.345
	.444
	.602
	13
	36
	47
	3

	Giles, Brian
	SKY
	OF
	81
	.284
	.442
	.602
	23
	52
	84
	5

	Ordonez, Magglio
	TOO
	OF
	80
	.331
	.375
	.568
	17
	79
	50
	2

	Walker, Larry
	SKY
	OF
	81
	.324
	.435
	.579
	15
	57
	67
	3

	Jones, Jacque
	WIL
	OF
	76
	.346
	.376
	.610
	16
	52
	51
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AL Pitchers

	Name
	Team
	W
	L
	SV
	GS
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	SO
	HR

	Hernandez, Orlando
	WAU
	9
	2
	0
	13
	2.31
	81
	48
	28
	52
	6

	Johnson, Randy
	SKY
	13
	3
	0
	20
	2.86
	138
	95
	34
	182
	17

	Wells, David
	WBR
	8
	3
	0
	12
	2.59
	87
	63
	19
	60
	9

	Schilling, Curt
	GRA
	10
	6
	0
	18
	3.07
	135
	112
	29
	161
	18

	Nen, Robb
	GBS
	4
	2
	14
	0
	2.76
	29
	32
	4
	36
	2

	Gagne, Eric
	SKY
	3
	3
	21
	0
	2.84
	50
	38
	12
	77
	3

	Foulke, Keith
	SBS
	4
	3
	19
	0
	1.25
	36
	24
	8
	21
	2

	Hammond, Chris
	TOO
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0.81
	44
	20
	17
	44
	2

	Wagner, Billy
	PIG
	1
	1
	15
	0
	2.95
	21
	15
	4
	21
	2


	NL Hitters

	Name
	Team
	Pos
	Gms
	BA
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Helton, Todd
	MMM
	1B
	81
	.314
	.423
	.530
	11
	64
	63
	3

	McGriff, Fred
	PRS
	1B
	64
	.330
	.434
	.630
	16
	53
	41
	0

	Kent, Jeff
	MMM
	2B
	81
	.309
	.366
	.527
	15
	54
	53
	1

	Walker, Todd
	VIR
	2B
	74
	.329
	.379
	.462
	5
	30
	40
	3

	Glaus, Troy
	BEC
	3B
	81
	.267
	.391
	.483
	16
	55
	55
	2

	Hillenbrand, Shea
	PRS
	3B
	72
	.324
	.358
	.493
	7
	32
	43
	2

	Eckstein, David
	ABI
	SS
	80
	.327
	.398
	.472
	6
	34
	60
	23

	Tejada, Miguel
	LPD
	SS
	81
	.336
	.404
	.529
	15
	53
	56
	2

	LaRue, Jason
	ASP
	C
	63
	.269
	.339
	.472
	8
	33
	23
	1

	Lieberthal, Mike
	ANN
	C
	76
	.264
	.378
	.398
	7
	26
	33
	0

	Abreu, Bobby
	WOW
	OF
	80
	.340
	.425
	.582
	13
	46
	55
	20

	Berkman, Lance
	NOR
	OF
	81
	.257
	.336
	.521
	19
	60
	50
	4

	Guerrero, Vlad
	TAG
	OF
	81
	.299
	.388
	.596
	22
	60
	65
	18

	Hunter, Torii
	ANN
	OF
	81
	.293
	.338
	.613
	27
	72
	54
	14

	Pujols, Albert
	BEC
	OF
	80
	.348
	.407
	.623
	22
	59
	61
	0

	Salmon, Tim
	MMM
	OF
	78
	.343
	.423
	.653
	16
	62
	61
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NL Pitchers

	Name
	Team
	W
	L
	SV
	GS
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	SO
	HR

	Hudson, Tim
	VIR
	11
	6
	0
	17
	3.05
	127
	115
	27
	84
	9

	Maddux, Greg
	VIR
	12
	3
	0
	17
	3.04
	106
	90
	25
	60
	9

	Martinez, Pedro
	ASP
	7
	4
	0
	16
	2.97
	112
	87
	31
	143
	6

	Oswalt, Roy
	WOW
	9
	5
	0
	18
	2.83
	130
	125
	30
	112
	11

	Smoltz, John
	MMM
	1
	2
	17
	0
	1.14
	31
	26
	10
	30
	0

	Embree, Alan
	MMM
	2
	2
	4
	0
	1.29
	42
	22
	4
	55
	1

	Graves, Danny
	BBB
	2
	2
	3
	0
	3.45
	60
	62
	18
	34
	4

	Groom, Buddy
	ASP
	2
	1
	2
	0
	1.06
	34
	18
	1
	22
	0

	Williams, Mike
	ASP
	3
	1
	20
	0
	2.73
	29
	22
	11
	25
	3


AL Notes

	COBB Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	69-38
	---
	39-16
	30-22
	21-9
	16-11
	16-10
	.832
	3.95

	Waukesha Keglers
	62-45
	7
	34-21
	28-24
	20-10
	16-11
	18-17
	.796
	3.79

	Greenville Black Sox
	60-47
	9
	32-23
	28-24
	19-11
	16-10
	28-12
	.668
	3.44

	Rivendell Knights
	51-56
	18
	33-22
	18-34
	11-19
	14-14
	14-18
	.726
	4.85

	West Bend Rocks
	47-60
	22
	21-34
	26-26
	10-20
	17-17
	14-18
	.696
	3.92

	Silver Sluggers
	41-66
	28
	21-34
	20-32
	9-21
	11-20
	17-20
	.743
	5.56


Syracuse stayed comfortably out front in the Cobb after a 17-9 start to the second half.  Larry Walker hit .320 with 10 two-baggers.  Trot Nixon slugged 8 taters and collected 21 rbi.  Ray Durham hit .296 and scored 17 runs.  Brian Giles may have hit only .247 in July, but his .425 OBP for the month showed his true worth.  I don’t think it’s possible for him to go into a slump (  Jose Valentin hit only .193 in July but did send 5 big flies out of the park.   Randy Johnson posted another dominating month on the hill:  4-0, 2.12 ERA and 42 whiffs.  Miguel Batista and Terry Adams both went 3-1 during their July starts.  Eric Gagne collected 7 saves but got knocked around a tad in the process (6.39 ERA).  Tim Wakefield having a down year (7-8, 5.02 ERA).

The Kegs held steady with a 14-12 July.  Jim Edmonds hit .408 for the month.  Randall Simon hit .377 and slugged .642 in part time action.  Randy Winn scored 17 runs for the club in July.  Derek Jeter posted a subpar month as he hit just .229.  Matt Williams’ 5 taters led the team in July.  Mike Piazza’s 22 homers lead the club for the season.  Ramon Ortiz posted a solid 3.08 ERA but ended up with a 2-3 record in July.  Daryl Kile went 3-1 for the month.  Tony Fiore (1.46) and Felix Rodriguez (1.38) had fine months out of the pen.  Vicente Padilla had a better month (2-2, 3.65).

The Black Sox also kept themselves safely in a playoff position with their 14-12 month.  Ichiro raced around the bags in July as he collected 7 triples, 15 steals and 16 runs.  Bobby Higginson powered the squad in July as he hit .326 with 6 homers, 17 rbi and 6 steals for good measure.  Scott Spiezio made the most of hit his .238 average by driving in 17 runs.  A.J. Pierzynski hit .308 in July.  Black Sox are a very impressive 28-12 in one-run games for the year.  Mark Buehrle was stellar on the mound as he went 4-0 with a 2.27 ERA.  The pen really carried the staff in July as three of the starters had bumpy months:  Duckworth (5.00), Moss (5.89) and Reed (6.35).  

Rivendell had a chance to make up some ground in July but ended up 11-15 for July.  Jason Giambi hit .296 with 4 homers and 15 rbi.  Little waterbug Alex Sanchez hit .422 with 8 swipes in part time July action.  Luis Castillo hit .284 with 13 steals of his own.  Sammy Sosa had a very a rough month as he hit just .171 in July.  Sam is now hitting only .248 in 2003, albeit with 28 dingers.  Aaron Boone (.216) and Juan Encarnacion (.224) still mired in season long funks.   Livan Hernandez somehow led the club with 3 July victories despite a bloated 7.84 ERA.  No Knight starter could post a sub-four ERA in July.  Derek Lowe is 12-6 with a 3.89 ERA in 2003.  Paul Byrd performing better than his 5-11 record would indicate.

West Bend went a respectable 13-13 in July.  Aubrey Huff carried the hot bat in July as he hit .414 and slugged at a .798 clip (helped greatly by 10 homers).  Shawn Green hit .302 with 5 homers and 18 rbi.  Andruw Jones hit .293 with 18 runs scored.  Adrian Beltre drove in 19 July runs.  Tough month for Brad Ausmus as he hit .228.  Steve Trachsel was 3-2 with a 2.88 July ERA.  Ryan Jensen pitched in a swing role in July and went 3-4 with a 4.29 ERA.  Eddie Guardado picked up 4 July saves.  Kevin Appier had a tough July (6.19 ERA).  David Wells 10-5 in 2003.

Silver went 12-14 in July.  The club received solid part time contributions from Chris Stynes (.371 BA, 3 HR) and Eric Hinske (.457 OBP, .586 SLG).  Orlando Cabrera hit .338 with 7 steals.  David Ortiz hit .311 in July.  Preston Wilson hit a poor .223 in July.  Rough catcher production for the Sluggers in July as Michael Barrett hit .148 and Ken Huckaby hit .200.  Aaron Sele had a very nice month as he went 3-1 with a 2.21 ERA for the month.  John Thomson also went 3-1 in July.  Roberto Hernandez picked up 5 saves.   Chan Ho Park imploded in July (0-4, 10.45 ERA).

	RUTH Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Toontown Rabbits
	67-40
	---
	36-16
	29-24
	19-11
	10-12
	12-19
	.796
	3.30

	Plum Island Greenheads
	61-46
	6
	38-14
	23-32
	19-11
	18-13
	18-18
	.757
	4.09

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	53-54
	14
	29-23
	24-31
	15-15
	7-17
	20-18
	.751
	4.40

	Portland Grays
	49-58
	18
	25-27
	24-31
	13-17
	9-16
	13-12
	.739
	4.82

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	45-62
	22
	21-31
	24-31
	15-15
	12-17
	16-16
	.754
	5.07

	San Bernardino Stampede
	43-64
	24
	21-31
	22-33
	9-21
	6-13
	17-24
	.684
	4.28


Another solid month from the Rabbits as they went 16-10 in July.  Ho hum, Barry Bonds does it all again in July for the Rabbits.  This month he hit .415 with 7 homers and 16 rbi.  He also posted a gaudy .557 OBP and a .862 slugging number.  The magic just doesn’t stop for the Jackie Robinson Award winner.   Ben Davis hit .375 in 40 July at bats with 4 dingers.  Magglio ordonez exploded for 9 July homers and 28 ribbies.  Mark Loretta hit .352 in July.  Kenny Lofton hit .284 with 14 steals.  Ruan Klesko (.182) and Herb Perry (.208) had a rough month of July.  Jason Schmidt was quite tough out on the hill as he went 4-1 with a 1.82 ERA.  Ismael Valdes 3-1 with a 3.06 ERA in July.  Kevin Millwood also went 3-1 in July.  Valdes leads the club with 13 victories for the season.  Dave Veres handled the closer role in July for the Injured Mariano Rivera and did fine as he picked up five saves.  Chris Hammond (1.15) and Willis Roberts (1.42) were quite good in relief.

Plum Island’s 16-10 July keeps them close to the front runners in Toontown.  Juan Pierre a big, big month for the ‘Heads as he hit .375 with 20 steals and 19 runs scored.  New acquisition Mark Bellhorn hit .345 for July.  Mike Sweeney hit .322 with 5 knocks.  Alfonso Soriano supplied the Plum Island power in July as he smacked 7 taters and drove in 26 runners.  Cliff Floyd used his .409 OBP in July to score 20 times.  Mark Mulder was 3-2 in July with a 2.36 ERA.  Kirk Rueter went 3-1 for the month.  Billy Wagner led a fine bullpen performance by picking up 5 July saves.  Guillermo went 3-0 in relief.  Mike Bacsik a tough July (8.68 ERA, 3 starts, 9 IP).

Williamsburg charged in July, going 15-11.  Jacque Jones swung the hot bat for the Burgesses in July.  Jones hit .363 with 6 dingers and 19 rbi.  Craig Counsell hit .350 in July.  Denny Hocking responded to extended playing time by hitting .305 in July.  Karim Garica slugged 6 homers and drove in 23.  Jim Thome hit only .254 but did collect 21 walks.  Jeromy Burnitz found himself benched in July as he only got 18 AB’s during the month.  Jorge Sosa went 5-1 in relief for the Burgesses in July.  Vulture (  Young lefty Mike Maroth went 2-2 with a 2.89 earnie in July.  Elmer Dessens was 3-0 in July with a 3.80 ERA.  Steve Sparks knocked around in July (0-4, 8.10 ERA).

Portland went 12-14 in July.  In only 43 at bats Marcus Giles hit .419, slugged 5 homes, drove in 15 and scored 10 runs.  Wow!  Junior Spivey hit .396 in July and slugged at a robust .849 clip.  Austin Kearns hit .386 with 7 doubles.  Edgar Renteria hit .328 with 6 steals in July.  Man, who didn’t knock the ball around all month long for the Grays?  Well, Jason Kendall (.227), Mike Lamb (.183) and Mark Grace (.169) could have done better (  Curt Schilling was simply dominating for the Grays as he went 5-0 in July with a 2.06 ERA.  Schilling walked only 6 batters in July while whiffing 74!  Schilling is now 15-6 in 2003.  Doug Davis was 3-1 in July with a 3.49 ERA for the month.

Gotham went 11-15 in July.  A squad that had been knocking the ball around the park the last few months hit only .235 in July.  Chipper hit .337 with a .455 OBP and 21 runs scored in July.  Jeff Bagwell hit .282 with 5 homers and 18 rbi.   Eric Chavez hit only .209 in July but did muster 5 taters and 21 July ribbies.  Jose Cruz Jr. hitting only .200 in 2003.  Joe Kennedy went 3-1 with a 3.76 ERA for the Gargoyles in July.  Jason Johnson posted some nice outings to register a 3.52 ERA, but only won once.  Pedro Astacio (4-11) and Shawn Estes (4-10) want to get 2003 over with.

A rough month for the Stampede as they went 7-19 in July.  Oh my did A-Rod pummel the ball in July.  A-Rod smacked 13 big flies in July, but only notched 22 ribbies.  Need some guys on base in front of the big slugger (  Mark Ellis hit .288 in July.  Corey Patterson slumped in July as he hit .223 for the month.  Ramon Hernandez hit .261 in July and his 3 taters were second on the club behind A-Rod.  Doug Mientkiewicz has 26 doubles in 2003.  John Garland was 2-1 with a 2.83 ERA in July.  Randy Wolf 3-2 in July.  Jeff Suppan (0-4) and Ryan Drese (1-4) had rough months.

	AL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Wins
	Saves
	Walks allowed
	Homers per 9/IP

	Randy Johnson
	17
	Jason Isringhausen
	31
	Jason Schmidt
	73
	John Garland
	0.48

	Curt Schilling
	15
	Eric Gagne
	28
	Damian Moss
	69
	Derek Lowe
	0.72

	Ismael Valdes
	13
	Keith Foulke
	23
	Kyle Lohse
	69
	Paul Byrd
	0.73

	Derek Lowe
	12
	Billy Wagner
	20
	Tanyon Sturtze
	68
	Mike Maroth
	0.75

	Mark Mulder
	12
	Mariano Rivera
	20
	Victor Zambrano
	66
	Kyle Lohse
	0.80


NL Notes

	AARON Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	63-44
	---
	32-23
	31-21
	20-10
	19-11
	19-13
	.792
	4.12

	Buckeye Eclipse
	58-49
	5
	31-24
	27-25
	14-16
	13-16
	15-7
	.780
	4.73

	Abilene Longhorns
	58-49
	5
	33-22
	25-27
	14-16
	13-11
	20-16
	.744
	3.76

	Virginia Patriots
	57-50
	6
	26-29
	31-21
	19-11
	14-14
	11-13
	.776
	3.77

	Annadale Anteaters
	50-57
	13
	27-28
	23-29
	14-16
	12-14
	14-19
	.725
	3.52

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	41-66
	22
	21-34
	20-32
	9-21
	7-15
	12-13
	.727
	5.11


A big 18-8 month of July has allowed the Diamonds to roar into first in the Aaron.  Jose Vidro was just one of many LP hitters on a roll in July.  For the month Jose hit .347 with 8 doubles and 19 rbi.  Brian Daubach hit .369 and slugged .708 for the month.  Mike Cameron hit .300 in July to get his average up to .255 on the year.  Derrek Lee hit .352 and posted a .438 OBP.  Some guy named Mickey Callaway went 4-0 in July with a 2.81 ERA (  Rodrigo Lopez continues to excel in the team’s swingman role as he registered a 1.45 ERA in 31 innings of work.  Kaz Ishii went 3-0 with a 2.89 ERA.  Todd Jones pitched 11 scoreless innings of relief.  Al Leiter is 11-8 with a 3.40 ERA in 2003.  Jose Jimenez has 19 saves for the year.

A 16-10 month from the Eclipse finds them in a second place tie.  Carlos Lee hit .330 in July with 7 dingers and 20 ribbies.  Paul Konerko hit .299 in July.  Albert Pujols slumped to a .235 July average, but did lead the club with 19 runs scored.  Troy Glaus hit .264 with 7 doubles and 17 rbi.  Paul LoDuca’s struggles continue as he hit .184 for the month.  Jason Jennings (7-4, 4.03) and Cory Lidle (8-7, 4.06) remain the leaders of the starting staff.  Closer Billy Koch had a mighty fine month of July as he went 4-0 with a 0.46 ERA AND 7 saves.  Oh my!  Michael Tejera (1-3, 8.00) had a tough month of July.

Abilene went 14-12 in July to stay in playoff contention.  Big month from Manny as he hit .357 with 8 big flies and 20 rbi.  Nick Johnson hit .295 with 5 taters.  Raul Ibanez’ 24 doubles lead the club.  David Eckstein fell off in July, hitting only .228, but did lead the club with 17 runs scored.  Mike Mussina led the staff with 3 July wins but also had a 5.04 ERA.  Vlad Nunez (1.17) and Ricky Rincon (1.13) were a tough lefty-righty setup duo for the ‘Horns.  Omar Daal (1-2) deserved better for his 2.40 ERA.  Roy Halladay also could only muster a 1-1 mark despite a fine 2.60 ERA.

Virginia suffered through a 10-16 month of July that they hope is their worst of 2003.  Offensively Jay Gibbons did his best as he posted a .434 OBP and a .670 slugging.  Rob Fick hit .364 with 5 homers and a club high 18 rbi.  Carlos Delgado hit .293 with 7 dingers.  Somewhat surprisingly the big guy leads the club with 6 triples.  Nomar (.222) and Todd Walker (.215) hit a rough patch in July.    Despite the efforts of All Star Tim Hudson (4-0, 2.23 ERA) the pitching really let the Pats down in July (4.94 ERA).  Most disappointing were the results from newcomer Eric Milton (1-4, 5.84).  Bart Colon knocked around to the tune of a 6.44 earnie.  Jorge Julio had 5 July saves.

Annadale’s 9-17 July may have knocked them out of playoff contention.  All Star Mike Lieberthal hit .315 in July.  Torii Hunter smacked 11 two baggers.  Garrett Anderson hit .298 with 8 doubles and 14 runs scored.  JT Snow hit .308 in July.  Michael Tucker struggled in July (.194 BA).  Barry Zito went 3-1 in July with a 2.08 earnie.  Glendon Rusch went 2-2 with a solid 2.75 ERA.  AJ Burnett needed some run support for his July efforts as he went 1-3 despite allowing only 34 baserunners in 32 innings.  Mike Hampton’s 0-4 July dropped him to 3-11 on the season.

Port Richey had a nice 13-13 July.  All Star Fred McGriff hit .289 with 10 doubles in July.  Todd Hollandsworth (.347) and Joe Girardi (.340) had nice months off of the bench for the Sandcranes.  Shea Hillenbrand hit .326 with 14 runs scored.  Cristian Guzman hit .302 in July.  Vernon Wells slumped to a .188 month of July.  Marlon Anderson has 7 triples on the season.  Carlos Hernandez went 2-0 with a 1.77 ERA in July.  Florida’s favorite Japanese import Tomo Ohka went 3-1 with a 3.50 ERA.  Ugie Urbina picked up 5 July saves.  JC Romero had a very nice month out of the pen as he registered a 0.51 ERA in 17 innings of work.  Danny Baez (5-5, 6.00) still struggling in 2003.

	MAYS Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Aspen Rainmakers
	65-42
	---
	31-21
	34-21
	15-15
	18-11
	22-21
	.715
	3.35

	Maryland Mounders
	63-44
	2
	32-20
	31-24
	19-11
	20-14
	14-17
	.787
	3.80

	West Oakland Wolverines
	57-50
	8
	30-22
	27-28
	20-10
	15-20
	19-15
	.762
	4.09

	Taggart Titans
	45-62
	20
	24-28
	21-34
	12-18
	13-20
	7-18
	.739
	4.58

	Boston Braves
	43-64
	22
	21-31
	22-33
	13-17
	13-20
	19-13
	.664
	4.91

	Northwoods Moose
	36-71
	29
	15-37
	21-34
	11-19
	15-22
	8-16
	.730
	4.95


Aspen took over the Mays lead with a 17-9 July.  John Olerud powered the Rainmaker offense in July as he hit .347 with 5 homers 23 runs scored and 23 rbi.  Dave Roberts hit .346 with 17 runs scored and 7 swipes.  Luis Gonzalez hit .318 with 17 rbi.  Scott Rolen smacked 5 July dingers.  Fernando Vina (.231 BA) and Mark McLemore (.219) need to get going.  Jason Simontacchi won all three of his July starts.  Jarrod Washburn went 3-2 with a 3.25 earnie.  Jamie Moyer went 3-1 in July.  Pedro could only go 2-0 in his five July starts despite a sparkling 1.46 ERA.  Closer Mike Williams had a topsy turvy month as he saved 6 contests and won 3 others despite a high 5.73 ERA.

Maryland’s 12-14 July dropped them into second place in the Mays.  Jeff Kent hit .296 in July with 7 homers and 21 rbi.  Todd Helton an impressive month as he hit .371 with a .629 slugging.  Corey Koskie hit .284 with 10 doubles.  All Star Tim Salmon had a down July as he could only hit .205.  Quinton McCracken has 8 triples for the Mounders.  No Mounder pitcher could pick up ore than two victories in July.  Hideo Nomo (3.05 ERA) and Jason Marquis (3.82) had the best outings of the starters.  Mark Redman faltered in July (6.99 ERA).  John Smoltz has 22 saves so far in 2003.

West Oakland missed a chance at gaining some space in the playoff race as they went 12-14 in July.  Bob Abreu hit .337 in July with a .450 OBP and 13 doubles.  Richie Sexson hit .286 with 7 homers and 25 rbi.  Ramon Vazquez hit .303 in July.  Tony Batista clubbed 8 homers in July.  A rough month for Jose Hernandez as he hit .203, whiffed 40 times and committed 7 errors.  Ouch!  Kerry Wood an up and down month as he went 3-3 with a 7.36 earnie.  Chuck Finley got hammered (0-4, 9.82) in July.  Roy Oswalt is 11-7 with a 2.95 ERA so far.  Octavio Dotel has 20 saves.

The Titans had a ho hum 11-15 July.  Bret Mayne hit .339 in his platoon role.  Vlad Guerrero continues to be the driving force of the offense as he hit .284 with 7 homers and 26 ribbies in July.  Adam Dunn collected 9 two-baggers in July.  Scott Hatteberg registered a .435 OBP in July.  D’Angelo Jimenez (.191 BA) and Bobby Kielty (.146) are looking forward to a new month of play.  Kenny Rogers went 3-2 with a 4.00 ERA in his last month for the Titans.  Bret Tomko went 1-3 despite a reasonable 3.72 ERA.  Jeff Weaver’s 7-5 mark is the Titan’s best so far.  

Boston went 12-14 in July.  Roger Cedeno hit .343 with 9 doubles, 12 runs scored and 11 rbi in July.  Raul Mondesi’s 5 July homers led the club.  Vinny Castilla hit .284 with 7 doubles.  Barry Larkin’s 31 doubles leads the Braves.  Brave baserunners had a rough month on the basepaths as they swiped 13 bags, but got caught 11 times.  Tom Glavine was 3-2 with a 3.93 July ERA.  CC Sabthia also was 3-2 in July.  Youngster Mark Prior had better numbers in July than his ERA (6.00) would indicate.  Another youngster, Jake Peavy, was knocked around in July (8.27 ERA, 20 IP, 7 homers).

Northwoods is safely in last after their 10-16 July.  All Star Lance Berkman got back on track with a .348 average and a .474 OBP in July.   Pat Burrell hit .300 with 7 homers and 20 ribbies in July.  Carlos Pena also smacked 7 July dingers.  Juan Uribe (.196) and Todd Zeile (.173) were in poor form in July.  Uribe does lead the club with 8 triples.  Matt Morris went 3-3 with a 3.89 July earnie.  Ryan Dempster (1-4, 6.69) and Adam Bernero (0-4, 10.65) had a poor July.  Trevor Hoffman made his 15 saves and 2.19 ERA pay off with a trade out of the Northwoods.  Blaine Neal came through with a solid month out of the pen: 0.83 ERA in 22 innings of work.

	NL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Hits
	Slugging Pct.
	Hit by pitch
	Runs scored

	Miguel Tejada
	142
	Manny Ramirez
	.631
	David Eckstein
	19
	Vlad Guerreo
	83

	Jeff Kent
	134
	Jay Gibbons
	.625
	Mike Lieberthal
	17
	Albert Pujols
	80

	Albert Pujols
	133
	Carlos Delgado
	.622
	Albert Pujols
	17
	Miguel Tejada
	78

	Bobby Abreu
	131
	Fred McGriff
	.605
	Jason Larue
	16
	David Eckstein
	77

	Garrett Anderson
	130
	Bob Abreu
	.588
	Carlos Delgado
	15
	Tim Salmon
	76


Award Watch

Alex leads BW in homers.  Helton is a key cog for the Mounders and some young pitchers are throwing very well.

	Award
	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	AL MVP
	Alex Rodriguez, SBS
	.274
	.370
	.665
	45
	87
	73
	1

	NL MVP
	Todd Helton, MMM
	.328
	.426
	.555
	16
	80
	74
	3

	
	
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	AL WJ
	Mark Mulder, PIG
	12
	5
	0
	3.29
	164
	148
	41
	131

	NL CM
	Roy Oswalt, WOW
	11
	7
	0
	2.95
	165
	160
	38
	135


Pitchers Productivity

Not too much has changed.  Aspen has a nice lead.  Buckeye has tumbled to the lower rungs.

	Leaders…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Aspen
	15
	0
	18
	38
	109
	1

	Toontown
	12
	2
	14
	35
	94
	3

	Annadale
	24
	6
	27
	24
	93
	2

	Syracuse
	25
	3
	11
	29
	91
	T4

	West Bend
	13
	0
	7
	35
	90
	T4

	Trailers…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Buckeye
	13
	0
	10
	24
	71
	14

	Gotham City
	16
	1
	13
	20
	68
	20

	Port Richey
	17
	0
	12
	18
	65
	22

	San Bernardino
	10
	1
	10
	22
	63
	23

	Williamsburg
	16
	1
	7
	20
	62
	24


Trades

24. Buckeye trades Darrell May to Gotham City for $50,000.
25. Northwoods trades Trevor Hoffman to Maryland for Maryland's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
26. Taggart trades Kenny Rogers to Plum Island for Plum Island's 2004 2nd round draft choice.

Upcoming Deadlines

August 30th
Results due to opponents

August 30th
Results due to statistician (Corey)

August 30th
Trade deadline for September games

Sept 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

None (
Articles

A bunch more articles for your enjoyment.  The highlight has to be an article from BW’s very own relationship counselor Lenny (
Next Issue of News & Report

The home stretch of our first season is reached.

An article from Ray…

Free Agency Preview (Pitchers)-

For many teams, like mine, it is now the part of the season when looking to the future is the best option.  As you sort through late season trades to try and increase your draft picture, please remember that the draft is normally not filled with greatness, at least not immediately.  The same can normally be said for an inaugural free agency.  The following lists are not comprehensive as I cannot accurately figure who might be let go still under a contract, but the following pitchers will certainly be available-

Top Five Starters

	1
	Schmidt, Jason 

	2
	Moyer, Jamie 

	3
	Loaiza, Esteban 

	4
	Anderson, Brian 

	5
	Villone, Ron 


Top Five Relievers

	1
	Worrell, Tim 

	2
	Embree, Alan 

	3
	Guardado, Eddie 

	4
	Shuey, Paul 

	5
	Hammond, Chris 


Clearly there is a tremendous drop off in these lists and they could be shook up a variety of different ways.  The following list is a complete list( Sure I missed a few though) of all the pitchers that will be available as free agents.

	Acevedo, Juan (1,I1-2M)
	Hoffman, Trevor (1,I1-2M)

	Adams, Terry (1,I1-800k)
	Jones, Todd (1,I1-500k)

	Alvarez, Wilson (1,I1-325k)
	Lieber, Jon (1,I1-1.25M)

	Anderson, Brian (1,I1-800k)
	Loaiza, Esteban (1,I1-500k)

	Astacio, Pedro (1,I1-800k)
	May, Darrell (1,I1-325k)

	Burba, Dave (1,I1-500k)
	Moyer, Jamie (1,I1-3.2M)

	Burkett, John (1,I1-1.25M)
	Plesac, Dan (1,I1-500k)

	Carrara, Giovanni (1,I1-1.25M)
	Powell, Jay (1,I1-800k)

	Castillo, Frank (1,I1-650k)
	Reed, Steve (1,I1-1.25M)

	Cook, Dennis (1,I1-200k)
	Reyes, Al (1,I1-200k)

	Creek, Doug (1,I1-200k)
	Reyes, Dennys (1,I1-250k)

	Embree, Alan (1,I1-1.25M)
	Roa, Joe (1,I1-650k)

	Fetters, Mike (1,I1-500k)
	Rogers, Kenny (1,I1-3.2M)

	Finley, Chuck (1,I1-1.25M)
	Schmidt, Jason (1,I1-3.2M)

	Groom, Buddy (1,I1-1.25M)
	Shuey, Paul (1,I1-800k)

	Guardado, Eddie (1,I1-1.25M)
	Stanton, Mike (1,I1-1.25M)

	Guthrie, Mark (1,I1-1.25M)
	Villone, Ron (1,I1-250k)

	Halama, John (1,I1-1.25M)
	Wall, Donne (1,I1-200k)

	Hammond, Chris (1,I1-2M)
	White, Gabe (1,I1-800k)

	Haney, Chris (1,I1-500k)
	Worrell, Tim (1,I1-2M)

	Hernandez, Roberto (1,I1-500k)
	Yoshii, Masato (1,I1-800k)


Getting the Wife to Love Strat-O-Matic

There’s nothing better than rolling a few games of Strat-O-Matic baseball after a long, hard day at the office.  Unfortunately, the wife doesn’t share these pursuits because “you” are her hobby.
 
The wife, in fact, provides one of the greatest obstacles to playing Strat-O-Matic.  Complaining about the time, expense, or both, she often interferes with the various Strat-O-Matic projects or draft leagues that all of us enjoy.
 
Strat-O-Matic or the wife?  It’s not that simple, unless caring about the game ranks so highly in your universe that you’re willing to sleep alone at night.
 
To put it another way, getting the wife sympathetic to your Strat-O-Matic pursuits or even involved in the hobby to a certain extent (like buying card sets for you!!) makes a lot of sense in the long run.  You’ll have more fun playing the games and you won’t have to deal with a mate who feels slighted by the activity.
 
Take a deep breath here.  This is going to require some work on your part.  Call it one of those relationship thingies.  You have to put in considerable time and effort to sway her to your side in this matter.
 
TALK TO HER – Women love men who talk to them, basically listen to anything and everything they have to say.  You can’t expect your wife to understand the Strat-O-Matic passion if you don’t take an interest in her life.
 
EXPLAIN YOUR NEEDS – Try sitting down with the wife and explaining why Strat-O-Matic means so much to you.  She may think of Strat-O-Matic as only a game, whereas for you, it’s a passion that occupies a significant part of your life.  
 
TELEVISION – You don’t necessarily have to watch every Tampa Bay Devil Rays baseball game.  Frankly, I’m not even sure if anyone would want to do such a thing.  Have a television time for the two of you, with a channel that has something of interest to both parties.  Try a night or two a week.  Call it movie night, and if it’s a bad horrible romantic comedy, just smile and think about playing Strat-O-Matic until it’s over.   
 
DATING STUFF – Women like to know that you’re thinking about them, even after years of marriage.  Start doing some of the things that you did when you were trying to get her interested in the first place.  Flowers, notes, small gifts, maybe even just a phone call for no reason…  These things go a long way in keeping a relationship healthy.
 
ESTABLISH BOUNDARIES – Your wife won’t mind the Strat-O-Matic hobby as long as it doesn’t interfere with other household issues – whether mowing the grass or taking out the trash.  Moderation goes a long way.  Take care of the household obligations, or your wife’s emotional needs, before you play Strat-O-Matic.  You’ll find that she’s more receptive regarding rolling the dice once you support and meet her needs.
 
ANNIVERSARIES – Often, women don’t care about the gift inasmuch as the thought behind it.  Think about it.  How long does it take your wife to pick out a greeting card?  5 minutes?  10 minutes?  Whereas men pick up the first or second thing they see on the rack, women find hidden meaning in presents and gifts, even from the simplest card.  Buying that special Christmas present, one that has an intrinsic meaning for her, identifies you as a sensitive and caring person, which, in turn, provides more time for Strat-O-Matic.
 
THE ROMANTIC GETAWAY – Find a “Bed and Breakfast” place near you.  Take the wife there.  Spend some time enjoying the sights, perhaps find an intimate restaurant for a memorable dinner.  You’ll have a lot of Strat-O-Matic time during the next weekend.
 
THE FINANCIAL NEST EGG – Think what those card sets will be worth in thirty years.  Tell the wife that these Strat-O-Matic sets appreciate dramatically over the years.  You’re not just playing a game.  You’re making an investment for the future.  Show her a couple of auction results from eBay if she needs proof.  My wife always loves the fact that I enjoy shopping for antiques with her.  The same principle holds here.  You’re buying something that you enjoy, and a product that will not decline in value, ever!!  
 
EXPLORING THE INTERNET – The wife may not understand that Strat-O-Matic finds acceptance in many parts of society, not just the sporting world.  Browsing the Internet, looking at all the various forums and groups devoted to the game, may help your wife understand that this hobby is much more than a whimsical way of spending time.
 
 
GO SLOW – Don’t make a whole list and barrage your wife when trying to convince her about the inherent goodness of Strat-O-Matic.  This is the easiest way to put her on the defensive.  Subtle, yet well-placed hints and tidbits of information can break down her defensive barriers.  Think Strat-O-Matic football here.  Go for a few linebucks and short passes before throwing deep.  Women are smarter than us, and trying to convince them all at once about the greatness of Strat-O-Matic doesn’t work.  Women need to see the friendship and emotional side of the game, not the mechanical workings or statistical accompaniment. 

  

In my case, I tried all of these methods, some of which found more success than others, but after about ten months, I was rolling the dice whenever I wanted.  The wife was happy, too, if for no other particular reason that I was keeping my mouth shut when watching "When Harry Met Sally" for the tenth time.
Why Baseball is Better Than Football


With the football season underway and in full swing I thought I’d dedicate a column to why us baseball fans think our sport is better than football. This is in no way meant to bash football or its fans. I love football as much as the next guy.  But I want to explain why I believe baseball is a better game.

First is the history of the game. Baseball has been America’s game since the Civil War. It has been around in some form since our nations beginning. George Washington’s soldiers played baseball at Valley Forge. Being a baseball fan is like belonging to a big family. You can research and find interesting stories, and no matter when you look, the game is basically the same. Go back 100 years and football looks like a different game. Do the same with baseball, and it looks about the same.

Second, football can’t match the personalities of baseball. Babe Ruth defined American sports. No sport would be the same without Ruth, including football. We probably wouldn’t have ESPN or the Fox Sports Network. Baseball also had Dizzy Dean, who said there would never be another one like him. Plus, baseball had Steve Carlton, who wore earplugs when he pitched and read Socrates. And baseball had Yogi Berra and Casey Stengal. We all know their sayings, like “baseball is 90 percent mental, the other half is physical” and “everybody line up alphabetically according to your height.” Name another sport with more colorful personalities.

Third, baseball’s venues are like cathedrals. Each is unique and most are beautiful. There aren’t many stadiums that stand out in football. Maybe Notre Dame, but it’s more because of what’s in the background. Also, the stadium can actually affect play in baseball. Aside from weather conditions and turf, football stadiums all pretty much play the same.

Fourth, baseball is an everyday thing. As Earl Weaver said, "this ain’t a football game, we do this everyday." Sure players get knocked around and beat up in football, but they have a week to recover. Also, it is possible to play football effectively with a broken bone or a bum elbow. Baseball is so difficult that even a bruise can mess things up severely. But players must go out and perform everyday. While baseball is not as rough, small injuries mean a lot more and there is hardly any time to recover.

Fifth, baseball takes more brains. Consider this scenario: you are a runner on second base and there’s a base hit to centerfield. You have to decide whether or not to try to score. You have to take into account the centerfielder’s arm, your own speed, who’s on deck and who’s coming up after him, what inning it is, the score, how many outs there are, and who’s pitching for your team. Oh, yeah. You have to decide whether or not to try and score in about two seconds at the most. Besides quarterback, name another position in football that you have to consider that many things in that short a time. And that is just one situation. There are many others similar.

Finally, baseball is more difficult than football. In football you need speed, size, endurance and/or a strong arm. In baseball you have to be able to hit a small ball coming at you at around 90 mph, not straight by the way, with a round bat so that it avoids eight people standing in front of you. Or you have to be able to throw a ball around 90 mph with movement, change speeds, make it twist, make it curve, and hit a small target without throwing it down the middle. Oh, yeah, and there’s defense. Being able to catch a ball coming at over 100 mph and making accurate throws. Don’t get me wrong, football players don’t have it easy at all. I don’t envy any football player. But, if you have the size, speed, quickness and talent, you can usually make it to the highest level, the NFL. As odd as it sounds, some of the most talented baseball players never make it to the majors because there are so many things you have to do well, plus you have to be smart enough to utilize your talent.

I understand that all this doesn’t prove that baseball is more entertaining than football. What’s entertaining to one person may not be entertaining to the next person. But this column was meant to show why baseball fans reserve a special place in their hearts for baseball and not football. I’ll join the football fans in their cheering and rooting after the World Series. Until then, I’m a casual football fan. 

RIVENDELL TIMES

Upon entering a Strat-o-Matic League for the first time in 1989, the first team I had set the trend for many years to come. The players I was dealt in that year set down traditions of what I felt I needed in position players for future teams. In leftfield the corner stone of the team was Kevin Mitchell. In center was the spectacular, and often hurt, Eric Davis. In rightfield was Dwight Evans. Or know as the human cannon with his arm !!!! At first was the declining Keith Hernandez. Secondbase held the ever-speedy Harold Reynolds. Shortstop was defending for years by Alan Trammell. Thirdbase was kept by the steady Tim Wallach. Leading the team behind the plate was Tony Pena. 

The pitching staff was led by Roger Clemens, Frank Viola, Mike Boddicker, And Mike Flanagan. The bullpen had many former famous players led by THE Rob Dibble. Bryan Harvey, Rob Murphy,Dave Smith, and the “new “ rookie…John Wetteland….

As the years, and updates to teams pass, this team will always hold a special place of remembrance for me. I have never really replaced Dwight Evans in RF since then nor had the talent of an Eric Davis in CF. At least not all at one time. Later this team added Kirby Puckett to CF and Fred McGriff to first, but the pitching got worse…. As we all know, it is very hard to get all things together in one year! 

I think the reason this team sticks out the most is mostly being the first and a friend and I came in together into the league. There was one opening in the League, they flipped a coin, I lost, and my friend was in. Well I lost and won. The team he was given, the former owner loved the Indians. If we all remember that far back, that was not the best team to lead at that time…..So he got in and the taunting began. About a month later, another team came up and I got the fortune to get in  the ABL. Having the better team made not getting in right away, just fine !!! 

So now I try to get power at the corners, defense up the middle, and a bit of speed to go around. And yes decent starting pitching, backed up by a versatile bullpen. Most all the players I try to get play every day and have good longevity. I do not prefer to platoon and do like power over speed. Oh yeah, and have at least one head case on the team !!!!! All to honor Kevin Mitchell. Vince(firecracker man) Coleman replaced him in later years !!! 

None of the teams I have run has gotten to the world series, but has gone to playoffs many times. Also I have held the Division title in a couple of Leagues for multiple years. Just never have gotten to the big dance. It has been fun to watch players and follow them through their careers and to predict who will take off and who will peak and go away. I have found out that I have no judgement when it comes to the outfield and for catchers. Who would have thought that Tori Hunter would suddenly hit for power ????? Marty Cordova over Garrett Anderson. Geez, that one was good. The classic was trading Randy Johnson right before the CY Young years. The walks were killing me. Jose Rijo over Kevin Appier. I do have one great trade that I can hold to. Bobby Bonilla for A-Rod. Sorry Clinton, but it is my favorite. 

Baseball to me is a great sport that comes alive through Strat-o-Matic. Without the game I do not think it would be as fun to follow the sport. Now when you have a vested interest in the sport, then being a fan is easy. The strike took me away from the game for a couple years as it was just too frustrating to see the game implode on itself. Now my reasoning is that Baseball is too good a game to let them wreck my enjoyment of it.

This article has been kind of a ramble of the past, but I have had good memories of the sport and people that I have met because of Baseball.

 All in all it is a fun hobby to be in and I am glad to be involved in the  BrassWorld  League

In-season trades made a big difference for Diamonds so far. Future looks good.

Daniel Valois

As I write this, the Diamonds have compiled a 63-44 record (all July games concluded) and haven opened up a 6 game lead on second-place Virginia (54-47, 6 games left in July; thanks to Mike for the latest update). This, to say the least, was quite unexpected, at least at the beginning of the year. While the team was built mostly with an eye to be a contender next year and beyond, the idea in the start-up draft was to still try to make the team competitive this year, with an eye on possibly making the playoffs. The draft provided the nucleus for a competitive team, but there were two problems before the season began: (i) the lineup was heavily slanted to the right; (ii) the bullpen was weak.

The team tried to remedy this with in-season trades, all the while trying to keep the cost of such improvements as affordable as possible, that is, with players who did not have outrageous contracts, even if it meant making concessions on quality. The idea was not to jeopardize the team’s future with costly financial additions.

Before the season began, the Diamonds acquired a much needed lefthanded utility bat in Brian Daubach from Buckeye. A month into the season, the Diamonds acquired Rodrigo Lopez (aka The One Year Wonder) from Silver, and later on, traded for two more lefthanded bats, Geoff Blum and Damon Minor.

Lopez has been very useful both as a starter and out of the bullpen, while Looper has done a very good job in late innings. Daubach, Minor, and Blum provided the needed LH punch that the team could use as pinch hitters, against tough righthanded pitchers, or to spare some of the regulars.

Those five players have so far contributed significantly to the team’s success. Here are the numbers they have put up with the team (Blum, Minor, and Looper over one month, Lopez over three, and Daubach over four):


AVG.
AB
HR
RBI
OBP
SLG
OPS

Blum
.339
56
3
6
.439
.571
1.100


Daubach
.333
153
8
38
.405
.588
.993

Minor
.224
40
2
8
.373
.425
.798



ERA
W-L
SV
IP

Lopez
2.91
2-1
2
21.2

Looper
3.32
8-2
0
105.2

The performance of these five players is comforting now that the Diamonds embark in their most difficult part of their schedule in August. The question now is whether or not the team can keep this up for the rest of the year.

Next year should also be interesting. Apart from Ellis Burks, David Justice, and Al Leiter (who, if nothing else, will free up a considerable amount of money), all the regulars will be back, thus creating logjams with up-and-coming young guys at three infield positions (Blalock/Lowell at 3B, Vidro/Roberts at 2B, and Lee/Choi/LeCroy/Wilson at 1B); in other words, there will be trades in order to fill holes in the OF and perhaps behind the plate. The pitching staff looks fine for now with Wade Miller, Kip Wells, Kaz Ishii, and Carl Pavano as starters, and Braden Looper and Jamie Walker in the ‘pen, although we may want to  upgrade some here. With a healthy bank account and a projected payroll that looks reasonable and, as far as I can tell, won’t be higher than this year’s, the team is in a good position to make a run at the Aaron Division pennant..

The team also has some promising payers who should help in the near future in SS Bobby Crosby, who will take over for Tejada when his Miguel’s contract runs out two years from now (when he’s more likely to be 32 rather than his the alleged 29), OFers Xavier Nady and Chris Snelling, C Justin Huber, 3B Brendan Harris, and Ps Joel Hanrahan and Ben Kozlowski (who’s undergone TJ and is out for the year), with the anticipated return to form of Tony Armas (damned labrum tears, partial though they may be … ) and Dewon Brazelton (praying for Roy Halladay II) somewhere down the line, and the re-emergence of once highly touted Matt Riley, another TJ survivor. Now, if only the Florida Marlins could free C Ramon Castro …

Given all this, I think this team should be fine for at least the next couple of years. That is, of course, if Lady Luck collaborates.

Let’s NetPlay!

Daniel Valois

For those who still haven’t tried out NetPlay, you’re missing out on something. NetPlay is a wonderful way to play strat games. It’s easy to use, and it doesn’t take much, if any, more time than to play the games yourself against a CM, especially if you use minimal settings (i.e. no game board info, no pre-swing play-by-play, etc.) All is needed is to schedule an appropriate time to play with your opponent. 

Above all else, NetPlay makes the Strat-O-Matic computer experience much more pleasant than playing, or leaving your team to, a faceless CM. I mean, winning is fine, but to me winning against a CM is not nearly as fun or rewarding as winning against a real manager (and let’s face it, losing against a CM is a little frustrating at times). But on top of it, the most important aspect of NetPlay is that you get to interact with and know your fellow owners a little better. Having played a lot of my games via NetPlay (always returning the favor when offered), I can testify as to the fun that it brings to game playing; I would personally not mind playing all of my games this way.

So if you haven’t tried it, I strongly suggest you do as much as you possibly can. Especially since there are also compelling reason to do so in the last two months of the season. For contenders, having complete control over your team is obviously desirable. But even non-contenders will benefit from NetPlay. As in Brassworld we are only allowed to send out information about player usage in the last month of the season, NetPlay will allow you to have a better handle on your players’ PAs and IPs, especially if you’re a little tight in those areas. Controlling your player usage via NetPlay over the last two months could prevent you from having to pay a stiff fine for overusage.

For those who still hesitate, if your reluctance to use NetPlay has to do with the spectre of computer crashes right in the middle of a game (which has happened to me only once), Mike Bardos assures me that the game engine automatically saves the game as you go along. All you have to do then is to play the saved game when you resume.

Use NetPlay, you’ll have fun. Trust me.
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