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New E-mail addresses

Well, not the most glamorous kickoff to a newsletter I admit, but I have to start somewhere.

Corey and Ray now have new virtual homes.  They are as follows:

Corey - weissc33@comcast.net
Ray - rrmartin@columbus.rr.com
Please update your address books accordingly.  Thank you.

Americans defeat Nationals for Second Year in a Row

Eric Chavez named MVP

Once again the AL was able to turn back the NL in the BW All Star game.  This year the game was a bit underwhelming as the Americans were able to push their lead out to 8-1 at one point in the game.  So, come late October some AL squad will be thanking John Feola and his AL assemblage for winning this game for them.

In the top of the third the runs column was finally notched as Trot Nixon smacked a long solo homer off of NL starter Roy ‘Doc’ Halladay.  Halladay has been having a fine BW campaign in two locales (Tampa and Lafontaine).  For this contest he worked three strong innings allowing only one other hit and whiffing three.  Unfortunately for him the home run to Nixon was enough to saddle him with the loss.

	2004 BRASSWORLD ALL STAR GAME

	AL
	AB
	R
	H
	BI
	NL
	AB
	R
	H
	BI

	Bonds, LF
	3
	1
	0
	0
	Berroa, SS
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Nixon, CF
	3
	1
	1
	1
	  Tejada, PH-SS
	3
	0
	2
	2

	  A. Jones, PH-CF
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Anderson, CF-LF
	5
	1
	1
	0

	J. Lopez, C
	4
	1
	1
	0
	Guererro, RF
	4
	0
	0
	0

	  I. Rodriguez, C
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Pujols, LF-1B
	4
	1
	1
	2

	Mueller, 3B
	3
	0
	0
	0
	Sexson, 1B
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Lowell, PH
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Grissom, PH-CF
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Chavez, PH-3B
	2
	0
	1
	3
	  Koskie, 3B
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Giambi, 1B
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Rolen, 3B
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Wagner, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Pierre, PH-CF
	3
	1
	2
	0

	  M. Giles, PH-2B
	2
	1
	1
	0
	Kent, 2B
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Sheffield, RF
	4
	2
	2
	0
	  D. Jimenez, PH-2B
	1
	1
	0
	0

	A. Rodriguez, SS
	4
	1
	1
	0
	Lieberthal, C
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Soriano, 2B
	2
	0
	1
	2
	Halladay, P
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Brown, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  D. Lee, PH
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Renteria, PH
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  Clement, P
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Schilling, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Sabathia, P
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  A. Sanchez, PH
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  Colon, P
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Santana, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Wells, PH
	1
	0
	1
	0

	  Vazquez, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Zito, P
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Buehrle, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Loaiza, P
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Foulke, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Posada, PH
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Gagne, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Schmidt, P
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	  D. Ortiz, PH-1B
	4
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	34
	8
	9
	8
	
	35
	4
	8
	4

	

	AL
	001
	205
	000
	8   9   0
	
	A- 49,772

	NL
	000
	010
	021
	4   8   0
	
	T- 3:23

	

	AL
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	

	Schmidt
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	LOB:  AL-8, NL-7

	Wagner, W
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	2
	DP:  AL-0, NL-2

	Brown
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	Errors:  None

	Schilling
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2B:  Chavez, Ortiz

	Santana
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	HR:  Nixon, Pujols

	Vazquez
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	1
	SB:  A. Jones, Sheffield

	Buehrle
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	CS:  None

	Foulke
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	SF:  None

	Gagne
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	3
	Walks: Bonds-2, A. Jones, J. Lopez,

	AL
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	M. Giles-2, Sheffield, A. Rodriguez,

	Halladay, L
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	3
	D. Jimenez-2, Lieberthal

	Clement
	0.1
	2
	2
	2
	1
	0
	HBP:  Giambi

	Sabathia
	0.2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	GIDP:  M. Giles, Sheffield

	Colon
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	WP:  Vazquez

	Zito
	0.2
	2
	5
	5
	3
	1
	PB:  None

	Loaiza
	3.1
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


In the fourth the AL extended the lead with Alfonso Soriano’s two-run, one out single up the middle.   The AL pitchers rolled through four innings.  Portland ace Jason Schmidt surprisingly went only one inning in his start (Stefan must have communicated a strict pitch count to Feola before the game).  Bill Wagner relieved and put up two more goose eggs in the second and third inning.  I dare say those two innings here may prove to be Billy’s longest outing in 2004 (  Kevin Brown steered through the fourth, but then yielded the NL’s first run of the game when Miggy Tejada connected off of him with a run-scoring two-out single.  

In the top of the sixth the AL erupted for five runs off of Anteater ace Barry Zito.  David Ortiz scored two with a gap double.  Then after two free passes from Zito and with two outs up came Eric Chavez.  Zito hung a curve to the lefty slugger and saw Chavez deposit it neatly into the right field corner.  With two outs the runners were on their proverbial horses and scored with ease.  Up 8-1 now the NL was able to coast to victory.

Albert Pujols would smack a two-run homer in the eighth and Miggy Tejada would single home his second runner of the evening, but it was small consolation to Fred Lambrecht and his NL squad.  

Your 2004 BRASSWORLD All Stars…

	NL HITTERS

	Name
	Team
	Pos
	Gms
	BA
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Derrek Lee
	LPD
	1B
	79
	.307
	.397
	.562
	18
	51
	61
	6

	Richie Sexson
	WOW
	1B
	81
	.313
	.408
	.657
	27
	75
	65
	0

	D'Angelo Jimenez
	TAG
	2B
	77
	.293
	.375
	.436
	5
	33
	41
	4

	Jeff Kent
	MMM
	2B
	81
	.296
	.366
	.518
	12
	50
	43
	3

	Corey Koskie
	MMM
	3B
	73
	.315
	.431
	.474
	8
	34
	38
	3

	Scott Rolen
	ASP
	3B
	81
	.301
	.398
	.596
	18
	58
	43
	4

	Jorge Posada
	VIR
	C
	79
	.244
	.372
	.447
	14
	38
	39
	0

	Mike Lieberthal
	ANN
	C
	78
	.290
	.361
	.412
	7
	33
	29
	0

	Albert Pujols
	BEC
	OF
	79
	.338
	.416
	.634
	25
	77
	61
	2

	Garrett Anderson
	ANN
	OF
	81
	.351
	.403
	.674
	26
	48
	53
	1

	Juan Pierre
	TBB
	OF
	81
	.330
	.381
	.412
	0
	25
	59
	56

	Marquis Grissom
	WOW
	OF
	74
	.338
	.380
	.676
	20
	60
	37
	2

	Vernon Wells
	PRS
	OF
	77
	.296
	.346
	.555
	18
	62
	45
	1

	Vlad Guerrero
	TAG
	OF
	71
	.339
	.449
	.568
	15
	53
	36
	6

	Angel Berroa
	ANN
	SS
	78
	.265
	.333
	.387
	5
	34
	41
	22

	Miguel Tejada
	LPD
	SS
	81
	.245
	.291
	.392
	11
	43
	33
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NL PITCHERS

	Name
	Team
	W
	L
	SV
	GS
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	SO
	HR

	Roy Halladay
	LPD
	11
	5
	0
	21
	3.34
	145
	120
	35
	124
	10

	Bartolo Colon
	VIR
	12
	3
	0
	19
	2.91
	130
	112
	53
	93
	9

	Esteban Loaiza
	WOW
	10
	5
	0
	18
	3.27
	126
	116
	25
	105
	14

	Barry Zito
	ANN
	8
	3
	0
	17
	2.45
	121
	95
	58
	79
	6

	Matt Clement
	MMM
	9
	3
	0
	18
	2.83
	121
	106
	41
	88
	15

	C.C. Sabathia
	VIR
	11
	2
	0
	14
	3.26
	105
	80
	35
	85
	12

	Rheal Cormier
	SSG
	1
	1
	13
	0
	2.12
	51
	38
	11
	45
	4

	Francisco Rodriguez
	NOR
	1
	5
	17
	0
	2.60
	45
	27
	21
	46
	4

	Damaso Marte
	ANN
	2
	2
	23
	0
	2.03
	31
	20
	11
	34
	1


	AL HITTERS

	Name
	Team
	Pos
	Gms
	BA
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	David Ortiz
	SIL
	1B
	74
	.301
	.377
	.664
	24
	65
	55
	0

	Jason Giambi
	GRA
	1B
	70
	.288
	.415
	.699
	27
	56
	51
	2

	Alfonso Soriano
	PIG
	2B
	81
	.300
	.354
	.595
	26
	62
	66
	23

	Marcus Giles
	GRA
	2B
	75
	.303
	.384
	.511
	11
	37
	61
	12

	Bill Mueller
	PIG
	3B
	65
	.390
	.448
	.662
	12
	31
	38
	2

	Eric Chavez
	GCG
	3B
	77
	.300
	.351
	.543
	13
	60
	47
	1

	Mike Lowell
	WAU
	3B
	81
	.257
	.310
	.563
	26
	62
	51
	3

	Javy Lopez
	BBS
	C
	72
	.378
	.434
	.863
	32
	71
	59
	0

	Pudge Rodriguez
	PIG
	C
	65
	.272
	.346
	.457
	8
	36
	36
	3

	Alex Sanchez
	RIV
	OF
	81
	.274
	.306
	.354
	0
	24
	42
	42

	Andruw Jones
	BBS
	OF
	81
	.277
	.355
	.590
	27
	69
	63
	7

	Barry Bonds
	TOO
	OF
	81
	.307
	.454
	.654
	25
	73
	67
	3

	Gary Sheffield
	GCG
	OF
	81
	.348
	.441
	.659
	24
	76
	60
	4

	Trot Nixon
	SKY
	OF
	80
	.351
	.432
	.668
	19
	47
	61
	4

	Alex Rodriguez
	SBS
	SS
	81
	.277
	.381
	.604
	26
	73
	59
	3

	Edgar Renteria
	GRA
	SS
	76
	.346
	.410
	.470
	2
	34
	42
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AL PITCHERS

	Name
	Team
	W
	L
	SV
	GS
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	SO
	HR

	Javier Vazquez
	PIG
	11
	5
	0
	18
	3.17
	127
	94
	34
	132
	21

	Kevin Brown
	GRA
	9
	3
	0
	17
	2.27
	126
	100
	34
	102
	7

	Jason Schmidt
	GRA
	10
	2
	0
	15
	1.97
	114
	72
	19
	118
	6

	Mark Buehrle
	GBS
	6
	5
	0
	17
	3.40
	111
	109
	35
	60
	10

	Curt Schilling
	GRA
	7
	2
	0
	13
	2.78
	94
	71
	18
	109
	10

	Johan Santana
	WIL
	7
	3
	4
	0
	3.83
	94
	70
	43
	104
	11

	Eric Gagne
	SKY
	3
	0
	24
	0
	1.17
	54
	26
	16
	84
	3

	Keith Foulke
	SBS
	6
	2
	21
	0
	1.19
	45
	22
	9
	35
	3

	Billy Wagner
	PIG
	0
	3
	23
	0
	1.50
	30
	14
	5
	39
	2


	July Performances
	PORTLAND
	The Grays maintain their Ruth division lead.  The club has been overwhelming their division mates this year (26-4 vs Ruth).  That mark was helped along by an eight game July sweep of Toontown.  Grays lead AL in club OBP (.367).
	RUTH

1

	Marcus Giles; .390 BA, 10 2B
	77-30
	
	

	Edgar Renteria: .344 BA, 23 R, 8 SB
	Home: 43-12
	
	

	Hideki Matsui: .149 BA, 15 BB
	Road: 34-18
	
	

	Jason Kendall: .348 BA, 7 2B
	Division: 26-4
	
	

	Jason Giambi: .231 BA, 9 2B
	RUNS
	
	

	Jason Schmidt: 3-0, 2.67 ERA
	577 For
	411 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	PLUM ISLAND
	A 19-7 month of July keeps the ‘Heads nipping at the heels of the Grays.  With 30 HR’s and 29 SB’s at the end of July, Alfonso Soriano has his sights set on 40-40 stature.  Carlos Zambrano is an amazing 18-1 (and no All Star appearance!!!).
	RUTH

2

	Alfonso Soriano: .372 BA, .575 SLG
	74-33
	
	

	Richard Hidalgo: .613 SLG, 21 RBI
	Home: 43-12
	
	

	Cesar Izturis: .213 BA
	Road: 31-21
	
	

	Carlos Zambrano: 6-0, 1.62 ERA
	Division: 24-6
	
	

	Wade Miller: 2-1, 5.86 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Travis Driskill: 3-1, 2.82 ERA, 16 App
	541 For
	359 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	GOTHAM CITY
	Gotham did what they needed to do in their hunt for a playoff spot as they “stampeded” SB for 7 wins out of 8 in July.  Gary Sheffield is having an MVP-type season with a .347 BA, 34 HR and 99 RBI.  John Lackey now 10-5 for the season.
	RUTH

3

	Chipper Jones: .375 BA, 9 HR, 23 RBI
	57-50
	
	

	Gary Sheffield: .850 SLG, 21 R
	Home: 31-24
	
	

	Jose Cruz Jr.: .188 BA, 18 R, 20 BB
	Road: 26-26
	
	

	John Lackey: 4-1, 4.70 ERA
	Division: 14-16
	
	

	Brett Myers: 1-3, 7.09 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jason Johnson: 2-2, 3.38 ERA
	588 For
	512 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	SAN BERNARDINO
	Wheels came off of the Stampede in July as they went an AL-worst 6-20.  Club scored only 81 runs in 26 games.  Stampede now have their work cut out for them over the final two months to secure a playoff spot.  Rookie Jae Seo has a 2.99 ERA.
	RUTH

4

	Desi Relaford :.356 BA, 12 2B, 4 E
	50-57
	
	

	Jeff Conine: .146 BA, 0 HR, 5 RBI
	Home: 30-25
	
	

	A-Rod: .267 BA, 1 HR, 8 RBI
	Road: 20-32
	
	

	Kelly Wunsch: 1.26 ERA, 14 IP
	Division: 11-19
	
	

	Rick Reed: .0-3, 7.59 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Keith Foulke: 1-3, 5.59 ERA
	440 For
	389 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	TOONTOWN
	The Rabbits failed to take advantage of the Stampede’s stumble as they could only muster a 7-19 month of July.  Mark Loretta’s .310 BA leads the club.  Alex Gonzalez (34) and Mags (33) both in the AL Top 10 for two-baggers.
	RUTH

5

	Mags Ordonez: .318 BA, .627 SLG
	47-60
	
	

	Ryan Klesko: 21 runs, 7 HR
	Home: 29-26
	
	

	Alex Gonzalez: .272 BA, 10 2B, 6 HR
	Road: 18-34
	
	

	Kyle Snyder: 2-1, 1.82 ERA
	Division: 9-21
	
	

	Jeriome Robertson: 0-4, 9.24 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Kevin Millwood: 0-3, 6.03 ERA
	538 For
	599 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	WILLIAMSBURG
	Well, the Burgesses are at least seeing better production from stud Jim Thome- as his month of July (see left) leaves him a point shy of a more respectable .250 BA.  Will Nate Cornejo (2-17) be yanked from the rotation to avoid 20 losses?
	RUTH

6

	Jim Thome: .302 BA, 11 HR, 27 RBI
	37-70
	
	

	Juan Castro: .240 BA, 15 RBI
	Home: 24-31
	
	

	Jacque Jones: .330 BA, 18 Runs
	Road: 13-39
	
	

	Luis Matos: .188 BA
	Division: 6-24
	
	

	Nate Cornejo: 1-4, 7.23 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Mike Maroth: 2-2, 3.37 ERA
	450 For
	551 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL Walter Johnson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	Carlos Zambrano, Plum Island
	18
	1
	0
	2.66
	145
	123
	48
	117

	Jason Schmidt, Portland
	13
	2
	0
	2.13
	148
	100
	26
	159

	Wilson Alvarez, Baltimore
	11
	1
	1
	2.75
	85
	65
	21
	72

	July Performances
	BALTIMORE
	Baltimore clamped down on the Cobb lead by going 6-2 over the defending champs in July.  I’ve run out of superlatives to describe Javy Lopez’ 2004 season.  Rafael Furcal leads all of BW fielders with 30 errors.
	COBB

1

	Javy Lopez .381 BA, 23 R, 23 RBI
	68-39
	
	

	Adam Kennedy: .351 BA, 8 SB
	Home: 40-12
	
	

	Rafael Furcal: .257 BA, 22 R, 9 E
	Road: 28-27
	
	

	Steve Trachsel: 4-1, 3.63 ERA
	Division: 21-9
	
	

	Wilson Alvarez: 4-0, 5.12 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Dan Kolb: 1-0, 5 SV, 0.00 ERA
	631 For
	483 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	SYRACUSE
	A subpar month for the Chiefs (12-14), but still well on pace for a chance to repeat.  This team has had its share of problems on the basepaths as it has stole 49 bases but been caught 33 times.  Larry Walker is only hitting .255? 
	COBB

2

	Trot Nixon: .416 BA, 26 R, 10 HR
	61-46
	
	

	Larry Walker: .229 BA, .357 OBP, 20 R
	Home: 32-20
	
	

	Bob Abreu: .430 OBP, .320 BA
	Road: 29-26
	
	

	Big Unit: 3-1, 2.41 ERA, 42 K’s
	Division: 17-13
	
	

	Tim Wakefield: 2-4, 8.77 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Woody Williams: 1-3, 8.82 ERA
	575 For
	524 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	SILVER
	Subtract one of your best pitchers (Al Leiter) and surge back above .500 and into the playoff picture?  Yep, that was the Sluggers recipe for success in July (19-7).  Ben Weber is a stellar 9-1, all from 44 relief appearances.  
	COBB

3

	Wes Helms: .704 SLG, 10 HR, 33 RBI
	56-51
	
	

	Jeff DaVanon: .388 BA, 30 R, 9 HR
	Home: 34-18
	
	

	David Ortiz: .506 OBP, .806 SLG
	Road: 22-33
	
	

	Matt Mantei: 3-0, 4 saves
	Division: 18-12
	
	

	Brandon Webb: 3-0, 2.27 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	John Thomson: 3-0, 2.57 ERA
	563 For
	536 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	GREENVILLE
	The Sox slumped in July, and like SB in the Ruth, will have to scramble for a spot in the post-season.  Ichiro is hitting only .267 on the season now.  Jamie Moyer has been only 2-6 with a 5.11 ERA since coming over from Buckeye.
	COBB

4

	Lou Merloni: .310 BA, 9 2B
	48-59
	
	

	Moises Alou: .244 BA, 16 RBI
	Home: 29-23
	
	

	Tino Martinez: .178 BA
	Road: 19-36
	
	

	Tim Spooneybarger: 3-1, 1.56 ERA
	Division: 11-19
	
	

	Jamie Moyer: 1-4, 5.13 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Josh Towers: 0-1, 2.39 ERA
	407 For
	480 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	RIVENDELL
	All that’s left for the Knights now is to avoid the basement over the final two months.  Alex Sanchez now is up to 61 steals and only 8 CS.  Aaron Boone leads the club in HR (18) and RBI (71) despite a club-worst .239 BA.
	COBB

5

	Alex Sanchez: .313 BA, 20 R, 18 SB
	38-69
	
	

	Jason Varitek: .346 BA, .654 SLG
	Home: 21-31
	
	

	Aaron Boone: 6 HR, 22 RBI
	Road: 17-38
	
	

	Kevin Jarvis: 0-3, 12.13 ERA
	Division: 11-19
	
	

	Livan Hernandez: 2-1, 3.95 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Claudio Vargas: 1-0, 1.13 ERA
	489 For
	672 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	WAUKESHA
	Keglers are probably just one good month away from leap-frogging rival Rivendell.  Mike Lowell has smacked 32 dingers now, but after July his BA as dipped below .250 (.244).  Craig Biggio is hitting only .227 but leads club with 30 2B.
	COBB

6

	Derek Jeter: .411 BA, .496 OBP
	36-71
	
	

	Mike Lowell: .206 BA, 6 HR, 15 RBI
	Home: 21-31
	
	

	Mike Piazza: 57 AB, 16 R, 12 RBI
	Road: 15-40
	
	

	Andrew Good: 0-4, 5.48 ERA, 23 IP
	Division: 12-18
	
	

	Jose Lima: 3-0, 3.94 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	John Burkett: 1-5, 6.12 ERA
	468 For
	584 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Javy Lopez, Baltimore
	.379
	.442
	.852
	40
	94
	82
	0

	Trot Nixon, Syracuse
	.365
	.449
	.731
	29
	66
	87
	5

	David Ortiz, Silver
	.320
	.407
	.695
	32
	87
	78
	0


	July Performances
	VIRGINIA
	The Pats now have the second best record in all of BW after a 20-6 month of July.  The Pat defense has committed the fewest errors in BW and that has played an important part in the pitching staff’s NL-leading 3.18 ERA.
	AARON

1

	Jorge Posada: .293 BA, 10 HR, 18 RBI
	75-32
	
	

	Jay Gibbons: .330 BA, 7 HR, 19 RBI
	Home: 43-12
	
	

	Milton Bradley: .338 BA, 19 R, 6 SB
	Road: 32-20
	
	

	Byung Kim: 0.68 ERA, 10 saves
	Division: 20-10
	
	

	Tim Hudson: 5-0, 2.47 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Bartolo Colon: 4-0, 2.30 ERA
	508 For
	371 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	LAFONTAINE PARK
	The Diamonds are firmly in control of a playoff spot but just can’t gain ground on the machine-like Pats.  Jim Edmonds and Derek Lee both have 23 homers to lead the club.  The staff’s total of 11 shutouts leads BW.  
	AARON

2

	Jose Vidro: .323 BA, 22 runs
	67-40
	
	

	Miguel Tejada: .183 BA, 10 E’s
	Home: 36-19
	
	

	Derek Lee: .188 BA, 5 HR, 16 RBI
	Road: 31-21
	
	

	Kip Wells: 3-0, 0.61 ERA
	Division: 17-13
	
	

	Javier Lopez: 2-0, 2 SV, 0.00 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Matt Herges: 3-1, 2.87 ERA, 15 IP
	543 For
	415 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	ANNADALE
	The Anteaters appear headed towards the post-season at this juncture.  The team has hit a respectable 108 homers in 107 games, yet only two players are in double digits.  That is “team effort.”  Barry Zito is 10-4 with a 2.89 ERA.
	AARON

3

	GA: .355 BA, 6 HR, 22 RBI
	61-46
	
	

	Joe Randa: .271 BA, 8 2B
	Home: 34-21
	
	

	Angel Berroa: .284 BA, 19 R, 6 SB
	Road: 27-25
	
	

	Mike Hampton: 4-1, 3.06 ERA
	Division: 18-12
	
	

	Damaso Marte: 1-3, 6 SV, 3.06 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Matt Morris: 0-1, 8.40 ERA
	460 For
	421 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	TAMPA BAY
	The Bravos went 14-12 in July.  The in season tinkering doesn’t appear to have affected the club negatively so far.  The staff enjoys a solid 3.87 ERA.  Inter-league play was rough as the Bravos went 7-13 in that competition.
	AARON

4

	Nick Johnson: .255 BA, .447 OBP
	53-54
	
	

	Juan Pierre: 20 runs, 16 SB
	Home: 28-27
	
	

	Lance Berkman: .462 OBP, 17 RBI
	Road: 25-27
	
	

	Sidney Ponson: 4-1, 5.91 ERA
	Division: 15-15
	
	

	Adam Eaton: 2-4, 5.24 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Paul Wilson: 1-2, 7.18 ERA
	461 For
	451 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	PORT RICHEY
	With a 15-11 month of July the Sandcranes have escaped the Aaron cellar.  This July surge was due in no small part to a 7-1 smashing of the Eclipse.  Vernon Wells leads the club in virtually all categories: BA, 2B, HR, RBI, etc…   
	AARON

5

	Todd Hollandsworth: 41 AB, .634 SLG
	44-63
	
	

	Shannon Stewart: .275 BA, 20 RBI
	Home: 23-32
	
	

	Aaron Guiel: .256 BA, 4 HR, 19 RBI
	Road: 21-31
	
	

	Casey Fossum: 3-2, 3.94 ERA
	Division: 13-17
	
	

	Joel Pineiro: 2-1, 2.56 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Kevin Appier: 1-1, 8.76 ERA
	444 For
	570 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	BUCKEYE
	The bottom appears to have fallen out of the Buckeye season and even Albert Pujols may not be large enough to plug it.  As it has been all season the Eclipse just can’t stop their opponents from scoring in droves.  
	AARON

6

	Chone Figgins: .418 BA, 55 AB, 7 SB
	41-66
	
	

	Albert Pujols: .628 SLG, 5 HR, 17 RBI
	Home: 24-31
	
	

	Michael Young: .271 BA, 13 R
	Road: 17-35
	
	

	Scott Linebrink: 3-1, 18 IP, 3.44 ERA
	Division: 7-23
	
	

	Jeff Weaver: 1-4, 6.10 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Cory Lidle: 2-4, 4.84 ERA
	499 For
	563 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL Christy Mathewson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	Bartolo Colon, Virginia
	16
	3
	0
	2.75
	177
	145
	65
	133

	Greg Maddux, Virginia
	12
	4
	0
	2.87
	160
	144
	33
	82

	Hideo Nomo, Maryland
	13
	6
	0
	3.64
	168
	140
	81
	135


	July Performances
	MARYLAND
	The Mounders finally played as predicted in July and now enjoy a healthy seven game lead in the Mays.  The club really benefited from the IL matchups in July as they swept all six contests.  Todd Helton (see left) finally got going.
	MAYS

1

	Todd Helton: 24 R, 8 HR, 21 RBI
	58-49
	
	

	Greg Myers: .554 SLG, 10 2B
	Home: 24-28
	
	

	Corey Koskie: .353 BA, 17 RBI
	Road: 34-21
	
	

	Josh Beckett: 4-0, 1.59 ERA
	Division: 13-17
	
	

	Hideo Nomo: 5-1, 3.14 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	David Riske: 5 SV, 3 BB, 24 K
	526 For
	437 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	WEST OAKLAND
	An awful 9-17 July from Team WOW now has them in a precarious playoff position.  All of the five main starters on this club have an ERA under four.  It is the non-Dotel members of the pen that are failing on the job.  
	MAYS

T-2

	Matt Stairs: 55 AB, .636 SLG
	51-56
	
	

	Johnny Damon: .186 BA
	Home: 27-25
	
	

	Richie Sexson: .225 BA, 9 HR, 19 RBI
	Road: 24-31
	
	

	Mike Mussina: 1-4, 4.85 ERA
	Division: 18-12
	
	

	Roy Oswalt: 3-0, 2.93 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Esteban Loaiza: 1-3, 5.55 ERA
	500 For
	508 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	TAGGART
	The Titans are now officially in the playoff hunt as they managed to tie WOW for the final slot.  Travels on the road continue to be Taggart’s bugaboo.  Al Leiter (see left) had a nice start for the club.  With 9 triples D’Angelo Jimenez leads the NL.
	MAYS

T-2

	Frank Catalanotto: .347 BA, .667 SLG
	51-56
	
	

	Paul LoDuca: .290 BA, 9 2B, 4 E
	Home: 33-19
	
	

	Adam Dunn: .187 BA, 5 HR, 11 RBI
	Road: 18-37
	
	

	Derek Lowe: 4-0, 2.16 ERA
	Division: 16-14
	
	

	Al Leiter: 2-2, 2.21 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Kirk Rueter: 0-3, 6.15 ERA
	482 For
	494 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	SAVANNAH
	The Gnats hope their playoff aspirations weren’t doomed by their 7-19 month of July.  Going 1-7 versus the Mays bottom club (Aspen) didn’t help.  The Gnats are only 9-20 versus southpaws so far.  Gnats haven’t played Maryland yet.
	MAYS

4

	Rondell White: .311 BA, 5 HR, 13 RBI
	48-59
	
	

	Scott Podsednik: .309 BA, 7 SB
	Home: 26-26
	
	

	Mark Teixeira: .164 BA, 3 RBI
	Road: 22-33
	
	

	Brian Anderson: 0-5, 5.59 ERA
	Division: 13-17
	
	

	Mark Prior: 2-2, 2.61 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jake Peavy: 0-3, 6.98 ERA
	464 For
	564 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	ASPEN
	Aspen played solidly in July- going 15-11 for the month.  Three Rainmakers (Rolen, Olerud and Jack Wilson) have seen action in all 107 games.  No pitcher on the staff sports more than six victories.  Scott Rolen leads club with 25 HR.
	MAYS

5

	Marlon Byrd: .412 BA, 19 runs
	45-62
	
	

	John Olerud: .337 BA, 11 2B
	Home: 25-27
	
	

	Dave Roberts: .169 BA, 10 SB
	Road: 20-35
	
	

	Ryan Franklin: 3-4, 2.96 ERA
	Division: 16-14
	
	

	Aaron Cook: 1-2, 7.24 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Mike Timlin: 3-0, 11 relief IP
	443 For
	532 all.
	
	


	July Performances
	NORTHWOODS
	The Moose went 11-15 in July and now find themselves in full possession of last in the Mays.  Joe Crede has hit a whopping 34 doubles this season.  Rookie Miggy Cabrera leads the club as a part timer with 14 dingers.
	MAYS

6

	Miguel Cabrera: 54 AB, 8 2B, 6 HR
	41-66
	
	

	Endy Chavez: .243 BA, 7 2B, 8 SB
	Home: 16-36
	
	

	Pat Burrell: .174 BA
	Road: 25-30
	
	

	Ryan Dempster: 3-2, 1.59 ERA
	Division: 14-16
	
	

	Brad Penny: 2-3, 2.38 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Ben Sheets: 3-2, 3.95 ERA
	386 For
	492 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Scott Rolen, Aspen
	.290
	.404
	.594
	25
	74
	60
	4

	Juan Pierre, Tampa Bay
	.317
	.372
	.406
	1
	33
	79
	72

	Vlad Guerrero, Taggart
	.349
	.449
	.597
	21
	66
	45
	9


Trades

121. Waukesha trades Brady Clark to Taggart for Joe Valentine and Taggart's 2005 4th round draft choice.

122. Virginia trades Cal Eldred to Buckeye for $25,000.

123. Baltimore trades Jay Witasick and Aaron Fultz to Buckeye for a rusty tennis racket.

124. Baltimore trades Dave Hansen to Buckeye for Travis Lee and $625,000.

125. Greenville trades Tom Gordon, Tim Redding and Matt Belisle to Portland for Justin Duchscherer, Aaron Miles, Aaron Harang and $200,000.

126. Williamsburg trades Jason Kershner and Jeremy Guthrie to Portland for Jon Rauch and Jason Christiansen.

Upcoming Deadlines

August 30th

Results due to opponents

August 30th

Results due to statisticians (Bob and Corey)

September 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

Portland was fined $1,000,000 for exceeding 25 players in the month.

Tampa Bay was fined $1,000,000 for exceeding 25 players in the month.

Articles

A plethora of analysis from Williamsburg.

Next Issue of News & Report

Year Two reaches its critical point.

Moneyball 2004-New and Improved

Last season I submitted a moneyball analysis based on wins per millions spent. This year, I will refine the analysis to reflect that we all have to spend $25 million dollars at least and the supposition that a team of replacement level players will have a .300 winning percentage. The idea is that a club that spends $25 million should have an expected winning percentage of .300. This will better measure front office efficiency. The .300 winning percentage is sort of a rough average of how expansion teams do (1962 Mets, 1969 Expos) and then also mix in the 2003 Tigers. As Brassworld matures, a different minimum winning percentage could be used. The formula will be:

Winning percentage - .300 X 162 / club payroll- $25 million

This calculation gives a much wider spread of our GMs’ astuteness as opposed to last years calculations where we as individuals were more clustered together.

This year Virginia GM Mike Bardos is clearly the pride of Brassworld, at least at the half way mark with a marginal win rate of 3.5 wins per extra million spent over 25 million per 162 games. While other GMs have better ratios, none is in first place. If Virginia falls into second place, the LaFontaine Park GM Daniel Valois may snag his second consecutive Billy Beane award as his ratio is otherwise highest for any division leader or second place team. Other strong contenders for Billy Beane include Portland’s Stefan Feuerherdt and Plum Island’s Henry Vance. Plum Island closely trails Portland. The division winner here can easily argue that a ratio only closely trailing LaFontaine Park’s but with a winning percentage 50 points higher merits recognition.

Other teams of note include San Bernardino and Silver. If either of these teams maintain their marginal win rates of 4.5-5.5 extra wins per million spent as they spend more money, they will bury all other teams in future years. Right now, these teams are at #2 and #3 in bank reserves. Northwoods merits an asterisk, as they have the highest ratio, but also a bad team; suggest a Carl Pohldad award as the most efficiently maintained also-ran, which certainly lends respectability to the GM and hope for the future.

	
	
	
	Moneyball 2004, Mid-Season
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actual %
	replacem
	difference
	marg wins
	payroll
	min payroll
	difference
	MW/MIL

	COBB
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Baltimore
	0.63
	0.3
	0.33
	53.46
	53.35
	25
	28.35
	1.886

	Syracuse
	0.605
	0.3
	0.305
	49.86
	49.86
	25
	24.86
	2.006

	Greenville
	0.457
	0.3
	0.157
	25.434
	53.93
	25
	28.93
	0.879

	Silver
	0.457
	0.3
	0.157
	25.434
	30.4
	25
	5.4
	4.710

	Rivendell
	0.346
	0.3
	0.046
	7.452
	36.68
	25
	11.68
	0.638

	Waukesha
	0.321
	0.3
	0.021
	3.402
	43.85
	25
	18.85
	0.180

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	0.469
	0.3
	0.169
	27.432
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	44.68
	25
	19.68
	1.394

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	Actual %
	replacem
	diff
	marg wins
	payroll
	min pay
	diff
	MW/MP

	Portland
	0.728
	0.3
	0.428
	69.336
	53.67
	25
	28.67
	2.418

	Plum Island
	0.679
	0.3
	0.379
	61.398
	52.71
	25
	27.71
	2.216

	San Bernadino
	0.543
	0.3
	0.243
	39.366
	31.93
	25
	6.93
	5.681

	Gotham City
	0.519
	0.3
	0.219
	35.478
	41.59
	25
	16.59
	2.139

	Toontown
	0.494
	0.3
	0.194
	31.428
	46.43
	25
	21.43
	1.467

	Williamsburg
	0.318
	0.3
	0.018
	2.916
	38.18
	25
	13.18
	0.221

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	0.547
	0.3
	0.247
	
	44.09
	25
	19.09
	2.095

	
	
	
	
	39.987
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AARON
	Actual %
	replacem
	diff
	marg wins
	payroll
	min pay
	diff
	MW/MP

	Virginia
	0.679
	0.3
	0.379
	61.398
	42.33
	25
	17.33
	3.543

	LaFontaine Park
	0.642
	0.3
	0.342
	55.404
	46.04
	25
	21.04
	2.633

	Annadale
	0.568
	0.3
	0.268
	43.416
	56.7
	25
	31.7
	1.370

	Tampa Bay
	0.481
	0.3
	0.181
	29.322
	41.1
	25
	16.1
	1.821

	Buckeye
	0.395
	0.3
	0.095
	15.39
	30.76
	25
	5.76
	2.672

	Port Richey
	0.358
	0.3
	0.058
	9.396
	32.93
	25
	7.93
	1.185

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	0.521
	0.3
	0.221
	
	41.64
	25
	16.64
	2.146

	
	
	
	
	35.721
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	Actual %
	replacem
	diff
	marg wins
	payroll
	min pay
	diff
	MW/MP

	West Oakland
	0.519
	0.3
	0.219
	35.478
	54.57
	25
	29.57
	1.200

	Maryland
	0.506
	0.3
	0.206
	33.372
	51.78
	25
	26.78
	1.246

	Savannah
	0.506
	0.3
	0.206
	33.372
	49.83
	25
	24.83
	1.344

	Taggart
	0.481
	0.3
	0.181
	29.322
	44.83
	25
	19.83
	1.479

	Northwoods
	0.37
	0.3
	0.07
	11.34
	25.2
	25
	0.2
	56.700

	Aspen
	0.37
	0.3
	0.07
	11.34
	36.61
	25
	11.61
	0.977

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	0.459
	0.3
	0.159
	
	43.80
	25
	18.80
	1.367

	
	
	
	
	25.704
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Brass average
	0.5
	0.3
	0.2
	32.4
	43.55
	25
	18.55
	1.747


Pythagorean Wins & Losses, Mid-Season 2004

As has been demonstrated, there is a mathematical relationship between runs scored and runs allowed and expected winning percentage. Last year, most teams fell within a margin of error, but there were a few outliers and these did help to forecast the reminder of the season. For example, last year at the midpoint, Greenville slightly trailed Waukesha but by season’s end, luck evened out and Waukesha finished 10 games ahead of Greenville as predicted. Differences from the calculated W-L % and actual % are accounted for by luck or in game managerial skill.

At the mid point of Brassworld 2004, I have compiled a similar tabulation. This year, there are no significant outliers thus all teams are performing essentially as expected; still, all division leadership and many playoff berth races are tight enough that a small, ordinary change in luck could make for changes in division champions and wild card teams.

Of division leaders, only Baltimore could expect a little help by season’s end and have a slightly larger lead. Portland, West Oakland, and Virginia all own leads that could be attributed to luck. If all luck was completely erased and all made equal, LaFontaine Park and Maryland would be division winners by a nose and Portland would be in essential dead heat with Plum Island. Tampa Bay shows a net -7.5 game deficit to Savannah due to luck; clearly, here is one wild card race that bears watching. Savannah is ahead now, but if there were neutral luck, Tampa Bay would be ahead by 5 games. Taggart too would be ahead of Savannah with all luck even, but they would be behind Tampa Bay.

In the AL, Gotham City, if it gets the luck it’s due, should have no problem maintaining its lead over Silver and Greenville for the last playoff spot.

Finally, I can’t help but notice that Williamsburg appears to have the worst manager. Yet, this may be due to a nasty home/road split. We are 12 games better at home. Our starters are mostly horrible with a better pen that does have to be managed and alas, I have not made a SuperHAL for the bullpen this year. They have also the worst one run game record at 6-25; with normal luck in these games, WIL could be 6 games or so better. How comforting to know my team really is not as bad as it appears; it should be 34-47 with

normal luck, not 28-53.

	Pythagorean Wins and Losses 2004 Mid-season

	Brassworld

	COBB
	win %
	runs for 
	OR
	expect %
	expected wins 
	Actual Wins
	Difference

	Baltimore
	0.63
	485
	371
	0.631
	51.10
	51
	-0.10

	Syracuse
	0.605
	434
	380
	0.566
	45.85
	49
	3.15

	Greenville
	0.457
	328
	374
	0.435
	35.22
	37
	1.78

	Silver
	0.457
	390
	417
	0.467
	37.79
	37
	-0.79

	Rivendell
	0.346
	360
	505
	0.337
	27.29
	28
	0.71

	Waukesha
	0.321
	345
	450
	0.370
	29.99
	26
	-3.99

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	
	2342
	2497
	0.468
	37.91
	38.5
	0.59

	
	
	
	
	
	
	38.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Portland
	0.728
	434
	302
	0.674
	54.57
	59
	4.43

	Plum Island
	0.679
	401
	280
	0.672
	54.45
	55
	0.55

	San Bernardino
	0.543
	394
	360
	0.545
	44.15
	44
	-0.15

	Gotham City
	0.519
	440
	389
	0.561
	45.46
	42
	-3.46

	Toontown
	0.494
	424
	445
	0.476
	38.54
	40
	1.46

	Williamsburg
	0.346
	336
	393
	0.422
	34.21
	28
	-6.21

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	
	2429
	2169
	0.556
	45.07
	44.67
	-0.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AARON
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virginia
	0.679
	371
	289
	0.622
	50.41
	55
	4.59

	LaFontaine Park
	0.642
	428
	315
	0.649
	52.54
	52
	-0.54

	Annadale
	0.568
	338
	316
	0.534
	43.22
	46
	2.78

	Tampa Bay
	0.481
	349
	331
	0.526
	42.64
	39
	-3.64

	Buckeye
	0.395
	391
	424
	0.460
	37.23
	32
	-5.23

	Port Richey
	0.358
	317
	445
	0.337
	27.27
	29
	1.73

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	
	2194
	2120
	0.517
	41.89
	42.17
	0.28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Oakland
	0.519
	388
	362
	0.535
	43.30
	42
	-1.30

	Maryland
	0.506
	386
	347
	0.553
	44.80
	41
	-3.80

	Savannah
	0.506
	357
	398
	0.446
	36.11
	41
	4.89

	Taggart
	0.481
	374
	392
	0.477
	38.60
	39
	0.40

	Northwoods
	0.37
	287
	388
	0.354
	28.65
	30
	1.35

	Aspen
	0.37
	324
	408
	0.387
	31.33
	30
	-1.33

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	averages
	
	2116
	2295
	0.459
	37.22
	37.17
	-0.05


Pitching Free Agents of Note for 2005

For those of us with entire weight of our division on our shoulders, July is not too early to start pondering the 2005 season. Quality pitching it seems is always in short supply and next year’s free agents lack a marquee name, at least as far as having both quality and future go. What follows is list of most of the more prominent players available.

Kirk Rueter- a lefty innings eater but with too high a whip to be very useful. Also getting clobbered by RHBs with ops of 850+. Will likely have an excellent hold; only 1 SB against. 110 IP so far. At age 34 probably not much left in his tank.

Roger Clemens-just keep on trucking. He’s at 124 IP and counting with OppBA of about .210 and an oops of 610; no significant weaknesses apparent. Let’s all hope he does one more year.

Greg Maddux-Still a workhorse at 120 IP but we all know he’s slipping. His oops is at 840 vs LHB and only a mediocre 745 vs RHB. 

David Wells-41 year old LHP fourth cousin of Orson still getting it done with K/BB ratio of 5:1. K rate has slipped considerably though. Whip still very respectable. He’s looking to have a steep split of reverse type; with oops of 810 vs LHB and 610 vs RHBs. Has been injured but back pitching again and has accumulated 101 IP so far.

Kenny Rogers-The Gambler still knows how to hold’em: only 2 SBs in 5 attempts. Yeah, he’s a lefty and his whip is comparable to Rueter, so be careful and not bid too much. Looking for a classic split with oops of 790 vs RHB and 660 vs LHBs.

Hideous Nomo-has an ERA of 8.06 pitching half time at Dodger Stadium. He’s 36 years old and his K rate is in freefall. He still averages about 2 SBs allowed per 9 innings. Oops is 945. Doubt there’s another comeback here.

Elmer Dessens- soon to be a member of the Burgess alumni. His stats are tracking okay; the whip is substandard as always but the K/BB rate is okay for him and the HR rate is down, a bonus for whoever signs him. Will be flexible, will start or relieve. 71 IP thus far. Hint: $8 mil for 2 years is too much.

Randy Johnson-he is keeping his usual split; if you can tolerate that 575 ops vs RHBs, he’ll be ok vs LHBs, oops 450. Outstanding but for how much longer? 41 years old this September. 

Steve Trachsel-820 oops vs RHB currently, 630 vs LHBs. He’s been hammered hard post All-Star game. He has 123 IP with decent whip. 34 this year. His stats so far are in line with prior years. Has pitched 160+ innings every year since 1995.

Tim Wakefield-38 years young knuckleballer this year. Whip is up and K rate down somewhat. Looking to be a reverse righty as RHB ops is 810 against him; LHBs only 670. 110 IP so far; will 2 relief appearances give him a relief rating? Overall looks to be holding his own.
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