[image: image1.jpg][st. 2003





A Champion is Crowned!

The Syracuse SkyChiefs are the first ever possessors of our league’s fine hardware.   As I type it is enroute to John for his enjoyment and safekeeping.  Nothing like being able to say you were the first (
Below is a recap of the World Series as culled from Daniel’s nightly updates.  Some text has been added by myself.  We had two fine teams square off for the title.  Will Syracuse repeat?  Who’s lining up to knock the Chiefs off?  A busy BRASSWORLD off-season shall have pointed to some of those answers by April.

Game 1

Syracuse wins 4-2, Up 1-0 in series.

The two teams' aces, Al Leiter and Randy Johnson kicked things off. Johnson was unhittable. He gave up 5 hits, 1 earned run, and fanned 14 in 8 innings. Carlos Almanzar picked up the save. Syracuse scored in only one inning, the fourth, but that was enough. The capper was a two-out single by 8th-place hitter Rickey Gutierrez when the Diamonds elected to pitch to him with runners on 2nd and 3rd with first base open and Randy Johnson on deck. Bad move by LP as Gutierrez delivered to secure the victory.  The Big Unit was simply overwhelming in the opener.

Game 2

Lafontaine Park wins 6-2, Series even at 1-1.

Rodrigo Lopez started against Miguel Batista. Syracuse held a 2-1 lead after seven. The Diamonds tied it up in the top of the eighth on a solo shot by David Justice. Both teams went scoreless in the 9th. Then in the 10th, the Diamonds loaded the bases with nobody out against local boy Éric Gagné. The Syracuse pitcher then went on to strike out the next two hitters, Ellis Burks and Mike Lowell.  At that moment Daniel started sending some bad vibes to the SkyChiefs closer, trying to make him feel guilty for doing all this to a fellow Montrealer. Gagne was obviously shaken, and he promptly gave up a grand salami to Mike Cameron. Which gave a new meaning to the nickname "Game Over" Gagné.

Game 3. 

Syracuse wins 9-2, Syracuse up 2 games to 1.

The mighty SkyChiefs bats came alive. And they didn't waste time, scoring four in the first inning on a couple of home runs. They hit five altogether, accounting for nine runs. The Diamonds were never in the game. Tim Wakefield pitched seven strong innings for the Chiefs, allowing just two runs.  Wade Miller was rocked for six runs in five innings. 

Game 4

Syracuse wins 8-6, Syracuse up 3 games to 1.

The Diamonds faced the unpleasant prospect of having to hit against Randy Johnson once again. RJ was not his dominant self, allowing five runs on nine hits in six innings. But that was not enough for Lafontaine Park as the SkyChiefs offense once again wreaked havoc, this time against LP's ace Al Leiter. The game was a thriller, though, as the lead changed hands four times. The game was tied at five after six.  Syracuse scored once in each of the last three frames against LP's bullpen and finally prevailed 8-6.

Game 5

Lafontaine Park wins 5-4, Syracuse up 3 games to 2.

Facing elimination, Lafontaine Park sent Kaz Ishii against Woody Williams in Game 6. Ishii was rocked giving up four runs, all in the fourth inning, in six innings pitched. But for the first time in the series, Syracuse's defense let them down. With the score 4-3 in their favor, Robin Ventura committed a costly error with the sacks full of Diamonds in the 6th, costing two runs. 

Game 6

Syracuse wins 17-5, Syracuse wins series 4 games to 2.

An anti-climatic finish to the 2003 season as the SkyChiefs pummeled the Diamonds on their way to victory.  Much offense was anticipated in this series, but not a 17-5 thrashing.  Larry Walker was 4 for 6 at the dish with 3 ribbies, a dinger and two swiped bases.  Even pitcher Miguel Batista got into the fireworks as he launched a three-run homer to pad his cushion.  All in all a fine first BW Series.

	World Series Game 6 Clincher

	Lafontaine Park
	AB
	R
	H
	BI
	Syracuse
	AB
	R
	H
	BI

	Vidro, 2b
	3
	0
	1
	0
	Giles, lf
	3
	3
	0
	0

	Daubach, rf
	1
	0
	1
	0
	Walker, rf
	6
	3
	4
	3

	  Witasick, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Palmeiro, 1b
	4
	2
	2
	1

	  Minor, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Nixon, cf
	6
	2
	3
	3

	  Jimenez, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Durham, 2b
	5
	2
	3
	2

	  Wells, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Gutierrez, 2b
	0
	0
	0
	0

	  Armas Jr., p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Ventura, 3b
	5
	0
	1
	0

	  Blum, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Marrero, c
	3
	1
	1
	0

	  Looper, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	  Pratt, c
	1
	0
	1
	1

	  Hammonds, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Valentin, ss
	2
	3
	1
	2

	Lee, 1b
	4
	0
	0
	0
	  Gil, ss
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tejada, ss
	4
	0
	1
	0
	Batista, p
	5
	1
	1
	3

	Burks, lf
	4
	1
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowell, 3b
	3
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Cameron, cf
	4
	1
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Wilson, c
	2
	1
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	  Castro, ph-c
	2
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	  Lopez, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	  Jones, p
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	  Justice, ph-rf
	3
	0
	0
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	
	33
	5
	7
	5
	
	40
	17
	17
	15

	

	Lafontaine
	000
	301
	001
	5      7  2
	
	
	

	Syracuse
	074
	410
	10X
	17  17  1
	
	
	

	

	Lafontaine
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	Att:  46,193

	Lopez, L
	1.2
	6
	7
	6
	2
	0
	T:  3:29

	Jones
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2B:  Durham, Nixon

	Witasick
	1
	3
	4
	4
	2
	0
	HR:  Lowell, Wilson, Walker

	Jimenez
	1
	3
	5
	4
	2
	2
	Valentin, Batista

	Wells
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	2
	SF:  Justice

	Armas Jr.
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	E:  Tejada, Wilson, Nixon

	Looper
	2
	4
	1
	1
	0
	1
	LOB:  LP-6  SYR-8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	DP:  LP-1  SYR-0

	Syracuse
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	GIDP:  Nixon

	Batista, W
	9
	7
	5
	4
	4
	9
	SB:  Giles-2, Walker-2


	Lafontaine Park Diamonds Batting

	
	BA
	SLG
	G
	AB
	R
	H
	2B
	3B
	HR
	RBI
	BB
	K
	SB
	CS
	E
	GDP

	Derrek Lee
	.115
	.231
	6
	26
	2
	3
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	17
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jose Vidro
	.240
	.280
	6
	25
	1
	6
	1
	0
	0
	2
	2
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Miguel Tejada
	.292
	.333
	6
	24
	1
	7
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Mike Cameron
	.273
	.682
	6
	22
	5
	6
	0
	3
	1
	5
	2
	9
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Ellis Burks
	.333
	.429
	6
	21
	5
	7
	2
	0
	0
	0
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mike Lowell
	.238
	.619
	6
	21
	4
	5
	2
	0
	2
	9
	2
	5
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Jeff Hammonds
	.167
	.250
	5
	12
	2
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Dave Justice
	.250
	.500
	3
	12
	1
	3
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ramon Castro
	.100
	.100
	6
	10
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Craig Wilson
	.125
	.500
	6
	8
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3
	1
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Brian Daubach
	.200
	.200
	6
	5
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Matt LeCroy
	.500
	.500
	2
	4
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Geoff Blum
	.333
	.333
	3
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Damon Minor
	.000
	.000
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Syracuse SkyChiefs Batting

	
	BA
	SLG
	G
	AB
	R
	H
	2B
	3B
	HR
	RBI
	BB
	K
	SB
	CS
	E
	GDP

	Larry Walker
	.393
	.607
	6
	28
	7
	11
	0
	0
	2
	6
	1
	2
	3
	1
	1
	2

	Brian Giles
	.286
	.571
	6
	21
	7
	6
	3
	0
	1
	1
	7
	4
	2
	2
	0
	1

	Rafael Palmeiro
	.286
	.619
	6
	21
	5
	6
	1
	0
	2
	4
	5
	5
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Robin Ventura
	.190
	.476
	6
	21
	3
	4
	0
	0
	2
	4
	4
	5
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Trot Nixon
	.350
	.550
	6
	20
	5
	7
	1
	0
	1
	4
	4
	4
	1
	0
	2
	1

	Jose Valentin
	.286
	.571
	5
	14
	5
	4
	1
	0
	1
	2
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ray Durham
	.308
	.385
	5
	13
	2
	4
	1
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Eli Marrero
	.273
	.818
	6
	11
	3
	3
	0
	0
	2
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Todd Pratt
	.300
	.300
	6
	10
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ricky Gutierrez
	.333
	.333
	6
	9
	1
	3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Benji Gil
	.000
	.000
	6
	7
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0

	Mike Kinkade
	.400
	.100
	4
	5
	1
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Greg Colbrunn
	.250
	.500
	3
	4
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Olmedo Saenz
	.333
	.667
	3
	3
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0


	Lafontaine Park Diamonds Pitching

	 
	ERA
	G
	GS
	CG
	W
	L
	Sv
	IP
	R
	ER
	HR
	BB
	K
	Opp BA

	Todd Jones
	0.00
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3.2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	.154

	Jay Witasick
	9.00
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	7
	7
	0
	8
	2
	.346

	Braden Looper
	3.60
	4
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	5
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	.333

	Kaz Ishii
	4.91
	3
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	7.1
	4
	4
	1
	4
	6
	.200

	Jose Jimenez
	12.27
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3.2
	6
	5
	2
	4
	3
	.286

	Kip Wells
	10.80
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1.2
	2
	2
	0
	1
	2
	.333

	Al Leiter
	6.52
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	9.2
	9
	7
	3
	8
	5
	.286

	Rodrigo Lopez
	8.22
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	7.2
	8
	7
	2
	5
	4
	.290

	Jamie Walker
	0.00
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	.000

	Tony Armas Jr.
	0.00
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	.000

	Wade Miller
	9.53
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	5
	6
	6
	5
	5
	4
	.350

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Syracuse SkyChiefs Pitching

	
	ERA
	G
	GS
	CG
	W
	L
	Sv
	IP
	R
	ER
	HR
	BB
	K
	Opp BA

	Carlos Almanzar
	5.40
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1.2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	.167

	Scot Shields
	0.00
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4.1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	.000

	Brendan Donnelly
	0.00
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	.176

	Eric Gagne
	10.39
	3
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	4.1
	5
	5
	1
	2
	6
	.316

	Miguel Batista
	3.21
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	14
	6
	5
	2
	6
	13
	.196

	Randy Johnson
	3.86
	2
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	14
	7
	6
	1
	2
	26
	.264

	Tim Wakefield
	2.45
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	7.1
	2
	2
	1
	2
	6
	.259

	Luis Vizcaino
	9.00
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	2
	3
	.000

	Donne Wall
	0.00
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	.250

	Woody Williams
	9.00
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	2
	0
	1
	3
	.375


BW Free Agency Recap

BW’s first free agency signing period is in the books and some large contracts were inked.  The biggest fish, Jason Schmidt, was landed by the Grays.  I do believe that Stefan has now planted his ‘contender’ flag in the AL for 2004 (
A club like Taggart did some interesting things, such as signing a handful of players (Turnbow, Arroyo, Hernandez) that do not have an immediate upside- or so say the scouts.  Most clubs were simply looking to fill holes for 2004.  San Bernardino quite possibly made the steal of the FA season when it dipped in to nab Jeff Conine for a paltry $400,000.  Buckeye landed a solid RH hitter in Juan Encarnacion for four years and $12,500,000.  Greenville added some much needed offense to the club when it inked temperamental Jose Guillen for five years and $16,000,000.  Esteban Loaiza goes on WOW’s books at 8 million plus for the next two seasons.  His addition gives WOW one of the best rotations in BW.  

SOM Heads Up

The SOM site states that they will begin accepting orders on the 19th of this month.  A late January shipping date is also stated.  

2004 Draft

The next big event on the BW social calendar is the 2004 draft.  For planning purposes it will be held on Saturday the 7th of February.  The draft will be conducted in a chat room that day so please plan accordingly if need be.  Daniel will once again be occupying the conductor’s chair for the day.  More on player eligibility can be found in the constitution.

A simple tribute
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Trades

25. Taggart sends Bobby Kielty to Plum Island for Kurt Ainsworth.
26. Silver trades Brandon Lyon to Buckeye for Brian Buchanan.

29. Lafontaine Park trades Corey Hart to Greenville for Ted Lilly, Rick Reed and Greenville's 2004 4th round draft choice.
30. Taggart trades Jeremi Gonzalez to Tampa for Al Levine, Kirk Rueter and Tampa Bay's 2004 2nd round draft choice.
31. Greenville trades Steve Finley and Greenville's 2004 2nd and 5th round draft choices to Portland for Portland's 2004 2nd round draft choice and Portland's 2005 3rd round draft choice.
32. Maryland trades Royce Clayton to Tampa Bay for Tampa Bay's 2005 4th round draft choice.
33. Buckeye trades Matt Herges to Lafontaine Park for Kenny Rogers, Dan Wheeler and $500,000.

34. Taggart trades Jeremy Giambi to Lafontaine Park for Todd Zeile.
35. Taggart trades Brent Mayne to Gotham City for Greg Zaun and Shawn Estes.
36. Maryland trades Alex Cintron, Quinton McCracken and Maryland's 2005 2nd round draft choice to Savannah for Josh Beckett and Damian Jackson.
37. Tampa Bay trades Jamey Carroll to Virginia for Jared Fernandez.

Upcoming Deadlines

All is quiet for a month (  Enjoy the Holidays.

Fines

None.

Articles

A few articles came in this month.

Next Issue Of News & Report

Not sure.  I’m sure I’ll find something to go on about…

THE WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

By Bill Ziem

November 26, 2003 will be a date West Oakland Wolverine fans remember for quite some time.  Management and Esteban Loaiza agreed on a 2 year $16.2 million contract, giving the Wolves a starting rotation of Loaiza (2.90 era), Mike Mussina (3.40), Kerry Wood (3.20), Roy Oswalt (2.97) and Jerome Williams (3.30).  With the signing of Loaiza, West Oakland should have the best rotation in the Mays division for at least the next 2 years- and maybe beyond.  Mussina is signed through 2006, and Wood through 2007.  Oswalt is eligible for arbitration next year and will likely be signed to a long term contract.  Williams is in just his 2nd year.

Not everyone was happy with the addition.  Jim Trzos of suburban White Lake Township lamented, "Ticket prices will go up.  And who the hell is going to play shortstop until Jose Reyes arrives?"

The starters will go deep into games due to a bullpen that needs added depth through the draft.  Octavio Dotel is the only go to guy in an otherwise average 'pen.

The top of the batting order remains the same as 2003.  CF Johnny Damon will lead off.  Bobby Abreu, a solid rightfielder will bat in his customary 3rd spot.  Big Richie Sexson will man 1b and hit 4th.  Sexson was disappointing last year, for some reason unable to hit lefties.  That shouldn't happen this year.  The 2nd spot will see a platoon of Ramon Vazquez and Tomas Perez at 2b.  Both bunt well and are able to move Damon along.

The balance of the order is up in the air.  Matt Stairs should contribue in leftfield.  Marquis Grissom will play all three outfield positions, play sparingly against righties and all the time against lefties.  Grissom, as always, simply kills lefthanded pitching.  Benji Molina will bring his cannon arm behind the plate and is backed up by Doug Mirabelli.  

The problem is the left side of the infield.  Management is stuck with Jose Hernandez, who had an awful year, at shortstop until phenom Jose Reyes is ready in the middle of the summer.  Reyes struggles against lefties.  Hernandez struggles against both.  At third, Tony Batista, who will hit an occasional dinger, brings his .235 average to the plate.  Batista did not hit lefties well.  Management, hopefully solved that problem by signing Dave Berg to play 3b against left handed pitching.

Overall, the Wolves should be better than last year with the addition of Mussina, Williams and Loaiza to the rotation.  But West Oakland needs to find a way to score runs.  The bottom of the order needs to be at least solid.  And the bullpen absolutely must come through in the 7th and 8th inning before turning the game over to Dotel in the 9th.  Last year, thanks to the Buckey Eclipse collapse, West Oakland was lucky to make the playoffs.  In 2004, the Wolves should make a run at the division title.

Virginia Patriots Plan for 2004

The Pats first season of the BrassWorld League was a blast and proved to be a great learning experience.  The Pats are gearing up for year #2 and hoping to improve upon our first season of 90-72.  Look out Daniel the Pats are on your tail!  

Current Players include:

Catcher

Jorge Posada had a fine season with improved BA, OB, and slugging at .281/.405/.518.  

First Base

The Pats were pleasantly surprised and happy with the year that Carlos Delgado completed.  The big guy played 161 games with .302/.426/.593 including 43 HRs.  

Second Base

The Pats traded both of their second baseman in the off season for pitching.  Placido Polanco was traded for BH Kim and Todd Walker was traded for CC Sabathia.   Currently, Tony Womack and Willie Bloomquist are at 2b.  The Pats are actively looking to upgrade this position.

ShortStop

Nomar is the man here.  Nomar’s numbers were .301/.345/.524. 

Third Base

Rookie Ty Wigginton played the entire season for the Mets and finished up with .255/.318/.396 in 156 games, not too bad for a rookie season.

Left Field

Jay Payton had a good season with the Rockies at .302/.354/.512.

Center Field

Another trade brought newcomer Milton Bradley to Virginia.  Bradley will platoon with Kerry Robinson and Jason Michaels in CF.

Right Field

Lefty, Jay Gibbons will hold down one more season in LF and probably move to first base next year.  Gibby played 160 games with the O’s at .277/.330/.456.

Starting Pitching:

The Pats strength has been in their starting pitching, and with the offseason trades, Pat’s management believes that this should continue:

Greg Maddux

Tim Hudson

Bartolo Colon

CC Sabathia

Solomon Torres (recent FA sign)

Eric Milton, returning from injury hopefully will return to form next season and youngster Aaron Cook is hoping for a brighter future as well.

Bullpen:

BH Kim is the big off-season pick up here.  With 122 IPs he will see a lot of late inning action.

Danny Kolb, Ben Weber, Gabe White provide a decent bullpen.

Overall, the Pats hope to improve but will need better game day management.  The Pats manager over-managed at times last season and will have to learn to let the players go and have fun.  

The Pats look ok on paper, can this team perform well in net play?  Time will tell, looking forward to some good NL competition next season especially in the Aaron Division of the NL.
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