

WHEW!

48 rounds and a cloud of dust.  BRASSWORLD has stocked its 24 teams.  A race for a title now begins in earnest.  The next step for all teams is to get the necessary players inked to contracts in the coming weeks.  Please look over what Corey has already passed along to us all and ask questions if you are at all unsure.

I must say I am very, very pleased with the way the draft went.  Errors were kept to a minimum and when they did occur, were quickly contained.  Skipped picks occurred, but were by no means rampant.  All of this indicates to Corey and I that we have a very professional bunch to start out with.  Well done, men.  Well done indeed.

Lastly, a hearty extension of thanks here goes out to Daniel.  His task from the outset was daunting, but Daniel dutifully conducted our first draft in a manner that made it easy for all to understand what was going on.  He kept us on schedule, handled draft lists, fielded inquiries, tracked down owners (some in Middle Earth ( )  made prompt corrections when errors occurred and provided a detailed nightly update to make our research work all the more easy.  Hats off, to you Daniel!  You have helped BRASSWORLD get off to a fine start.

A review of some of the picks made over the three weeks can be found further down in News & Report.

The BRASSWORLD Schedule

Included in the ZIP archive you will find the 2003 BRASSWORLD Schedule.  It contains both the regular season and postseason schedules.  Day games, Night games, off days…it has it all.  

Some notes on how it was constructed.  You play 14 games versus each team in your division.  That makes 70 games.  You play 12 games versus the other six teams in your league.  That is 72 games and brings the count to 142 overall.  Lastly, you play 20 inter-league games for a final total of 162 games.  The inter-league games will be on a rotating basis.  This year the Cobb and Aaron divisions face off while the Ruth and Mays take on each other.  Next year the Cobb gets the Mays and vice versa.

Normally you will play 4 home series’ and 4 away series’ per month totaling 26 games.  However, in the months of May and August you will play 29 games, hence an extra series is added in these months.  If you have an extra home series in May you will have an extra away series in August or vice versa.  This is a good double-check on my work if you are curious.

Now we proceed to some of the fun stuff that can be found in the schedule.  We have an All Star break figured into our play in July.  Three off days are given to conduct the soon-to-be annual festivities.  And who gets the honor for hosting the first event?   Triple Crown Stadium, home of Lenny Luchtefeld’s Silver Sluggers.   A manager from the NL to oppose Lenny will be announced in June.  Remember, they will be battling for home-field advantage for their respective league in the World Series. 

All inter-league games are played by the end of July.  This leaves the slate of contests for August and September full of games versus your league.

Furthermore, in September you play only teams within your division.  This should make for some electric pennant races from year to year as six teams go at one another.

The inaugural matchups, April 1st-4th:

Greenville @ Rivendell

Silver @ Syracuse


Waukesha @ West Bend

Gotham City @ Plum Island
Portland @ San Bernadino

Toontown @ Williamsburg

Abilene @ Annadale


Buckeye @ Lafontaine Park
Port Richey @ Virginia

Aspen @ Boston


Maryland @ Northwoods

Taggart @ West Oakland

Home Openers (other than the aforementioned April 1st):

April 6th:  Greenville, Silver, Waukesha, Abilene, Buckeye, Port Richey

April 9th:  Toontown, Gotham City, Portland, Taggart, Aspen, Maryland

What rivalries will develop?  Who knows.  All I know is I have May 20th circled on my calendar…

More interesting stuff in BRASSWORLD

Player usage is capped at 103% of innings pitched and plate appearances.  Plate appearances for our purposes are defined as “at bats plus walks.”

During the month of September you can increase your active roster to 35 players.  This will allow players on MM contracts to see some action.

BRASSWORLD uses injuries.  They last for the duration of the game only.  After the game you will need to edit the player’s stat file so as to make him active again.

The game’s “Pitch Count Rules” are in effect for BRASSWORLD play.

HAL runs your team on the road.  The home manager is responsible for making sure the correct lineup and starting pitcher are used for the visiting team, but after that, HAL has the reigns.

Netplay is allowed in BRASSWORLD.  I highly encourage Netplay for those who have the time.  It takes reasonably close to the amount of time necessary to play a series FTF.  Plus, you get to interact more with other managers.  It is by no means required, but it sure can be fun (  I for one will offer to Netplay a series with any manager that desires to do so.

Once the time comes you will see that BRASS leagues like to vote (  All Star games, Player and Manager awards, league changes…all required voting items in BRASSWORLD.  No sitting on the proverbial sidelines.

One Man’s Analysis

What follows is simply my personal thoughts on who may have done better than the rest of us with some of their picks during the draft.  Drafts of this kind are always quite interesting, and as I’ve learned from BRASSball, even more interesting to look at four or five years down the road.  

I’ve broken my very subjective analysis into three categories:  Best Hitter, Best Pitcher and Best Min.  I’ve gone through the first 10 rounds and then broke out the rest of the draft into groups of rounds.  I hope you find it interesting.  

Round

Best Hitter


Best Pitcher


Best Min



1

Alex Rodriguez

Roy Oswalt


None taken

2

Adam Dunn


Tim Hudson


None taken

3

Sammy Sosa


Javier Vazquez

None taken

4

Mike Piazza


Eric Gagne


Mark Teixeira

5

Rafael Palmeiro

Eric Milton


Jose Contreras

6

Jeff Bagwell


Brad Penny


Jose Reyes

7

Cliff Floyd


Kris Benson


Hideki Matsui

8

Gary Sheffield

John Smoltz


None Taken

9

Richie Sexson

Casey Fossum

Joe Mauer

10

Paul Konerko

Billy Wagner


None taken

11-12

Derrek Lee


Keith Foulke


Jesse Foppert

13-14

Phil Nevin


Mariano Rivera

Gavin Floyd

15-16

Robert Fick


Armando Benitez

Casey Kotchman

17-20

Geoff Jenkins

Robb Nen


Jason Stokes

21-24

Charles Johnson

Dennis Tankersley

Lastings Milledge

25-28

Scott Hatteberg

Mike DeJean


John Buck

29-32

Matt Lawton


Blaine Neal


Jason Arnold

33-36

Ruben Mateo


Doug Davis


Boof Bonser

37-40

Ben Broussard

Bud Smith


Brad Nelson

41-44

Brad Fullmer


Travis Phelps


Mark Phillips

45-48

Ray Lankford

Nick Bierbrodt

Dave Kryznel

BRASSWORLD Statistician

Paolo Passarello will be the league’s first stat man.   Paolo has experience from other leagues in this role.  Corey is the stat backup.  Both need to receive your home results each month.  More on how BRASSWORLD does stats in an upcoming News & Report.

Here is how the entire BRASSWORLD administrative team stacks up for 2003:

League Directors:  Mark Lentz & Corey Weisser

League Statistician:  Paolo Passarello

Backup Statistician:  Corey Weisser

Free Agency Conductor:  Ray Martin

Arbitration Judge:  Tom Fish

Website Coordinator:  Henry Vance

Draft Conductor:  Daniel Valois

Trades

1. Buckeye sent Chad Bradford to Gotham City for Kerry Ligtenberg and the Gotham 4th round pick.

Upcoming Deadlines

Saturday February 22nd
This is the day Corey needs your contract decisions.

Sunday February 23rd
Arbitration is conducted by Corey and/or I.  Results announced by the end of the evening.

The February 22nd deadline is crucial.  Do not miss it.  You will be fined.

Fines

West Oakland and Williamsburg each were assessed a nuisance fine.

Articles

We have five (!) guest authors this month.  Stefan, Bill, Jim, Wayne and Henry each have passed along some reading material for all of us.  Enjoy.

Next Issue of News & Report

As we get closer to Opening Day in March, I think it will be an excellent idea to review how stats and such will work in BRASSWORLD.  I’ll also break down other important items that must be sent in each month and the subsequent deadlines that you must meet each month.   

Newest Grays a Tribute to Storied Past

By Stefan Feuerherdt

When the newest BRASSWorld franchise, in Portland, Oregon decided on a team name, its owners considered the league charter, then reached way back into baseball history.  The new “Portland Grays” nickname is a tribute to the storied Grays teams of the past, reaching back to the birth of organized baseball in the 1876, and is in keeping with BRASSWorld’s stated desire to “be a reflection of the grand history that is baseball.”  

There haven’t been any “GRAYS” adorning professional jerseys in quite some time.  But in the 19th century, the name was much more common.  In fact, when the National League was first formed in 1876, the Louisville Grays were one of the original eight teams.  And while the Louisville Grays only lasted two seasons, there were others waiting to take up the name, and in 1878 the N.L. sported not one, but two “Grays”-nicknamed franchises (in Milwaukee, WI, and Providence, RI).  

One likely reason for the early popularity of the name was the informal nature of team nicknames at the time.  Nicknames were often left to be decided by fans and newspaper writers, and tended to reflect a feature that set one team apart from the others.  In the simplest cases, a prominent color of the team’s uniforms might suffice.  Consider the other original N.L. teams, including the Cincinnati Red Stockings, the Chicago White Stockings, the Boston Red Caps, the St. Louis Browns, and the Hartford Dark Blues.     

The Providence Grays became one of the most successful teams in the early years of the National League.  Though the Grays lasted only 9 seasons (due in part to poor attendance), the team suffered through only one losing season.  In 1884 they reached their highest heights; led by starting pitcher Charles “Old Hoss” Radbourn’s 60 wins (no, that’s not a typo- it’s still a Major League record), they reached and then won the very first post-season series ever, against the American Association’s New York Metropolitans.  

Grays history has a notorious side as well, however-  the Louisville Grays were involved in the very first game-fixing scandal in National League history, in 1877.  That summer, with a comfortable lead over 2nd place Boston by mid-season, the Grays began an inexplicable losing streak, highlighted by a long series of questionable errors, strikeouts, and other “bonehead” plays.  Louisville’s “streak” eventually allowed Boston to overtake them and win the pennant.  An ensuing league investigation, however, turned up ties between some Louisville players and East Coast gamblers, and when the dust finally settled, four of the Louisville players would receive lifetime bans from the game.  

The most famous team within the Grays “family,” however, has to be the one that started out in 1908 as a spare-time amusement for black steelworkers at the Homestead Iron Works, outside Pittsburgh, PA.  The Homestead Grays eventually acquired a great deal of talent, and a growing following, leading to more and more “barnstorming” engagements.  When the Negro National League was formed , Homestead became a charter member.  In the decades that followed, the Homestead Grays became arguably the best Negro League team ever, at one point winning nine consecutive pennants.   Grays’ 1B Buck Leonard and C Josh Gibson were among the first Negro League players to be inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame, in 1972.  

BRASSWorld’s Grays have yet to sign their first player- but they’ll have the rich history of the real-life Grays teams of the past to serve as inspiration. The Portland Grays will be hoping to do the name proud in the coming seasons.  

An article from Bill Ziem of West Oakland…

When I made the decision to join Brassworld, I was aware that preparing to draft an entire league was a project in and of itself.  What I wasn't immediately aware of was the preparation it takes to draft 48 rounds- including 8 minor league picks for each team.  In case you're not strong in math, that's 192 minor leaguers- not including guys like Drew Henson who came up for the proverbial 'cup of coffee'.  

But, as of the end of the calendar year 2002, I'm getting close to being ready.  I have no idea how many hours I have put forth in preparation.  However, I find myself itching to get started.  Frankly, I don't know how well I'll draft.  I believe I have a decent understanding of the salary system, but never having been in such a system, I can only imagine that mistakes will be made.  Those mistakes will not be from lack of preparation.

The league I belong to now is called Coast to Coast Baseball League.  Members in Brassworld that are members of CTCBL are Robert Smith, Wayne Foulke and Bill Galanis (watch out for THAT guy).  We in the CTCBL consider ourselves fairly astute baseball managers.  But, I can only assume that those who have participated in the progenitors of Brassworld are at least the equal of CTCBL WITH knowledge of a salary system.  Personally, I consider it a challenge to stay competitive in such a league.

CTCBL expanded from just an AL (with extras) league to a full major league prior to the 1990 season.  This was the only time I have ever drafted an entire league.  It was only the National League minus some players currently on the AL rosters playing in the NL.  My first pick was Eric Davis.  I thought the guy was a sure fire future hall of famer.  Great choice, eh.  I sure hope I do better with the 5th overall pick in Brassworld.  I think we drafted about 30 rounds.  I was fortunate enough to pick Larry Walker with a very late pick, so I guess it all evens out.

I've thought alot about the 5th pick.  I'm leaning toward a 'no brainer' type of a pick, give the guy $35,000,000 over 5 years and worry about salary problems with later picks.  Pedro, Giambi, Helton, Garciaparra et al would look good in a Wolverine uniform.  There are some very solid youngsters who would come much less expensive, though.  Pujols, Soriano, the Oakland starters, etc.  Very intriguing.  

At any rate, I'm looking forward to January 10th.  I hope Brassworld is a successful league and I welcome future dealings with all its members.

And an article from Henry of Plum Island…

Welcome to BrassWorld...

[image: image1.jpg]



 I am the GM/Manager of the Plum Island Greenheads as well as your draft coordinator. Most of you have probably never seen a Greenhead so allow me to the first to forewarn you not too. The Greenhead fly takes over Plum Island (off the north shore of Massachusetts) every year for about a month. They are virtually indestructible and take large bites out of all sentient beings. Having spent 3 years with them, I grew to admire their tenacity and as such chose them as my team mascot.

Strat-o-matic found my friends and I around 1974 at the other Portland (Maine, about 3,500 miles from the Grays) Boys Club. In fact, another Brassworlder, Aspen GM Rene Custeau, saw the light with me and our lives were forever changed. Since then, I have played thousands of games in all of the various Strat-o-matic sports. I have seen the sheer joy this game can bring all of us if approached properly and the ugliness it can bring if it ceases to be a game and becomes an obsession. The most important thing we all need to remember is that it is a game. A recreational activity the intent of which is to bring everybody involved entertainment. Have fun!!! If you lose a free agent, drink a home brew or something. In the larger scale of live, this is insignificant.

Enough preaching … the draft will be starting soon. Nonetheless, think about writing a league article. The strength of any league is proportional to its' member's involvement. We want to know where and how Strat-o-matic found each of you. We want to know more about you. We want to know why you chose Derek Lowe over Pedro Martinez. You don't have to be a league administrator to be involved. Write articles, send us interesting links, help develop team logos, send us a picture of yourself, build a team page and I'll upload it for you or use your space provided by your ISP and I'll set up hyperlinks on the league site to that page... There are countless ways.
Finally... I'll be at the annual Strat-o-matic opening day on January 31st. Will any of you be there??? Let me know and I'll buy you coffee.

Williamsburg Gazette

February 2003

Not being a Strat player of pedigree lineage, I was unsure that I even should apply to join such a prestigious league as Brassworld: I do not drink coffee, espresso, vanilla cream, decaf or otherwise.  I lurk only at Strat-BB list and StratForum. I have never been to GlenHead for opening day.  In my old age, I am afraid a weekend of non-stop play at one of the tournaments would make my head feel like it was exploding.  My own modest managerial resume includes such epic disasters as 41-121 and 49-113. Finally, in these later years, I managed a team to an upset World Series win as a wild card in FABL. Still, that was a retro league and there were no salaries. I’m not getting any younger so I have decided to risk embarrassing myself by attempting to race against a group of SOM thoroughbreds. 

I started playing baseball sims in 1967 with the very simple “Challenge the Yankees” game which ended about 1971 when my 6 year old sister cut up the cards one day when I was at school.  I still give Mom a hard time about that. How could she let her do such a thing? That was followed in 1975 with Sports Illustrated all-time all-star baseball. I still have the game and one very worn set of dice. Many of the chart patterns are still imprinted on my mind; a personal favorite was Paul Waner’s hit pattern. Well, the rest of the guys “got a life” so the old SI league dried up and I had to check out the other sims.  APBA vs SOM vs  Replay? The availability of true L/R splits made Strat the obvious choice. My first set was 1980 when my favorite team the Phillies ended 80 years of futility and won the World Series. (I have those freak pitcher cards with all hits in the 4 column). I played in a PBM league in the early 90s but manual stats took a heavy toll and I resigned. I have picked up again in the late 90s with the computer game.

Brass was attractive to me because of the track record of success of the other leagues. Also, I get to play with HAL, the computer manager. I did not want the responsibility of interpreting someone else’s instructions; it just slowed the game and made it less fun. And as I said, it was time to try the full-tilt hardcore Strat game experience with salaries and minor leaguers.  I anticipate being a conservative GM, making trades mostly to plug holes. 

Draft Impressions

The draft procedure had a few wrinkles that were unusual for me and caused me some problems but I did learn from my mistakes. Like so many other things in life, I was a day late and some dollars short. My first miscue with the email system occurred in the 1st round and cost me my franchise 3rd baseman, Eric Chavez so I settled for Thome’s monster card. I know I am not supposed to pick an old iron gloved, slow-footed , injury-prone 1B early but that card vs RHP was too much to pass up. He’s been a favorite of mine so it was a very natural fit. I will give him a 3 year deal in hopes a hometown discount will be an option down the road, assuming he’s not overpaid filler by that time. I was just beholding visions of AJ Burnett’s or Josh Beckett’s future Cy Young awards and low salary when, no, they were suddenly gone and I settled for Odalis Perez who will be expensive. 

Appearing to go against conventional wisdom, I picked more than a rare LH pitcher because my ballpark will tilt strongly in favor of left handed batters. Likewise, I drafted many left handed batters and switch-hitters. Ballpark homers and singles will be hard to come by for right handed batters in Williamsburg even in good weather; that’s why I passed on Vlad Guerrero.  I wanted to try to draft players to suit their home field. Preliminary analysis of the Ruth Division shows that I drafted the most veteran position players but many of these are of the cheaper variety. About half my pitchers are younger players so I will be able to save some there.

Despite the veteran predominance of my roster, the overall plan is to play for the long haul. Reviewing the other teams in the Ruth division, it is clear there are some differing philosophies. Two rivals each selected almost 30 young players; I picked just 15, I believe lowest in the division.  Obviously, my payroll will be higher; maybe I should play by the “future is now” mantra. But I guess all true diehard stratheads dream of a dynasty so I do want to try to lay a foundation even with this roster. I believe I got my fair share of minor league talent with 3 of the overall Top 10 BA prospects.  I will try to be conservative; no $15 million for Pat Meares’ and Derek Bells here; I am not Cam Bonifay’s secret twin brother. I have several players who will be headed for arbitration and I am uncertain any of them are truly franchise types so I may just go year-to-year.

James Bodnar, Speaker of the House of Burgesses

The 6th day of February, in the year 2003 of Our Lord

And from Wayne…

Thanks for the invite….


If it were not for Rob Smith’s e-mail informing my current league (CTCBL) about the newly forming Brassworld, I would not have had an idea this league was forming. He sent out the start-up document and then Mark sent the constitution. I read through, and the constitution is the most impressive document I have seen for any recreational league. After reading through, I decided to join, one for the love of Strat and, two, for the challenge I believe this league will pose. 


My Strat career started in the early 80s when my brother and I used to play with the basic side of the cards. We eventually moved to the advanced side (I think it was 1982) we re-played a modified 52 game MLB season.  Rolling the dice and having the cards was great. Many times I miss having the cards and rolling but the advent of the computer and its ease of play is too convenient. I took a coupe of years off and in 1987 or 88 I started playing in John Kruez’s TBA tournaments.  I played in 10 or so over two years in sites ranging from Philadelphia to Boston. I actually went to the World Championships in Chicago my second year. If you placed in the play-offs in two tournaments you were eligible for a berth in Chicago. 


In 1989 I joined a 12 team FTF/PBM league called the East Coast Baseball Association (ECBA). Played there for 7 years and then I joined the Coast to Coast Baseball League (ctcbl.org) in which I currently participate with Brassworld Managers Rob Smith, Bill Zeim, and Bill Galanis. The CTCBL is a 26-team league, used to be 24 until we expanded in 1999. I have an expansion team residing in Gotham City.   


I joined Brassworld because it offered a different type of GMing than the CTCBL. Free agency and salaries mean more movement of players and a lack of dynasty type teams.  I am looking forward to the tough decisions Brass will bring. 


A little bit about myself, I am married for 14 years (Vivian) with three kids. Samantha (12 going on 22), Alex (10) and AJ (7). I am an Operations Business Manager for United Parcel Service for the past 18 years. Currently I am assigned as a Quality Assessor. My interests outside of Strat include basketball, exercise, and coaching as many of my kids’ activities as I can. I have shied away from the soccer as now it is getting pretty advanced and there are others more qualified to coach. This year I will coach the 9 and 10 year old city league baseball team. It will, for most of the kids, be the first time they are playing competitively. 


As I have stated a few times, from everything I have seen this league will be a great experience for all.

P.S.  Paolo my wife is going to Italy for two weeks in April and the whole family is going next March 
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