

BRASSWORLD A REALITY!

It may have seemed like it, but BRASSWORLD was not a late night creation by Corey and I.  We mused often on the structure of a new league.  Two things were indeed certain in all that we collaborated on:  it would utilize the BRASS league charter as the constitutional framework and it would also undoubtedly be a salary styled league.  Well, we finally got around to putting everything together and voila- BRASSWORLD!  Ads were placed, BRASS & BRASSball members were recruited and, low and behold, the league came to its initial 24 managers quite quickly and has thus allowed all to comfortably familiarize themselves with what BRASSWORLD is all about.  

This first newsletter is intended as a refresher course on some key information that is needed for the Inaugural Draft plus, in conjunction with the next few issues, will serve to bring other interesting areas of BRASSWORLD into the spotlight for further elucidation.  Normally I will send out the latest issue of BRASSWORLD NEWS & REPORT on the eighth of every month.  I am sending the first issue a tad earlier because our Inaugural Draft will be kicking off on the Tenth of January.

Welcome aboard to all!  Corey and I hope you find BRASSWORLD to be competitive, challenging, engaging, professional, full of new friendships, and just darn enjoyable!

Draft Info

As I laid out in a prior e-mailing, the Inaugural Draft is to be completed totally via e-mail.  Also, the start date has been moved up to Friday January 10th.  Only two weeks to go.  

Here is the scheduling of draft picks.  SAVE THIS INFO.  At the end of it are some important notes and clarifications.

 

	Draft
	Odd
	Even

	Position
	Round
	Round

	1
	7:20 AM
	11:00 PM

	2
	7:40
	10:40

	3
	8:00
	10:20

	4
	8:20
	10:00

	5
	8:40
	9:40

	6
	9:00
	9:20

	7
	9:20
	9:00

	8
	9:40
	8:40

	9
	10:00
	8:20

	10
	10:20
	8:00

	11
	10:40
	7:40

	12
	11:00
	7:20

	13
	11:20
	7:00

	14
	11:40
	6:40

	15
	12:00 PM
	6:20 PM

	16
	12:20
	6:00

	17
	12:40
	5:40

	18
	1:00
	5:20

	19
	1:20
	5:00

	20
	1:40
	4:40

	21
	2:00
	4:20

	22
	2:20
	4:00

	23
	2:40
	3:40

	24
	3:00
	3:20 PM


 

ALL TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD TIME (EST).  

The times listed are the deadline your pick must be submitted before it is officially passed.  Daniel as the draft conductor will be the final arbiter of whether or not there is a conflict in selections. [Also note that if for some reason the first 10 picks of the day run off before 9AM EST, the deadline for the 11th pick of the day remains 10:40AM.]

 

To read the chart, simply note your draft position, in my case #10.  This means for the odd numbered round each day my pick must be submitted by 10:20 AM EST or I will be skipped.  For the even numbered round my deadline time is 8PM EST.  The 16th slot sees deadline times of 12:20PM and 6:00 PM, respectively.  [Note: you cannot post your pick until the manager before you has posted his pick or his allotted time has expired.]

 

Attentively following this pick schedule allows us to complete two rounds per day and thus gets us done in 3 weeks.  

  

This last point I want to accentuate for all:  use draft lists if you are at all uncertain about being around for your next scheduled pick.  Lists will help you greatly in that your picks will get made and you shouldn't be skipped unless the person you send the list to also happens to be away.  Daniel assures Corey and I that he will be pretty much around for the entirety of this thing so lists shouldn't be a problem for him to handle. (He will be on sabbatical writing a book, presumably at a PC.  Way to go Daniel!)  Furthermore, most of the picks should be known by the later evening hours (say 9PM) so you then can reasonably sit down and construct a new list for the next day.  It ain't perfect, but you'll get the job done :-)

Skipped Picks

 

My final preparatory comments on the draft are on skipped picks and how they will be dealt with.  Skipped picks will be inevitable in a system like this. Some things will have to be done like this so has to complete this draft in a manner that imposes upon on our regular life schedules to the least degree possible.   

 

If you miss your deadline (the time listed is the deadline, not start time for your pick) you can make up your pick anytime thereafter.  Just log in, check your e-mail and post the pick to the list.  You may miss out on a guy but lists are always an option and your pick times will be the same every day of the draft so you should develop a routine for making your picks quite quickly.

My principle on skipped picks here is based on the fact that there are X number of picks scheduled to be selected before a manger makes his selection.

 

So, say for example, you have pick #324.  Let us also say pick #322 was skipped.  The manager with pick #323 makes his selection before his time his up.  Now, before the time ends for pick #324 the manager holding pick #322 logs in and makes his pick, potentially "scooping" the manager about to make #324.  

 

My point is this- the number of players selected will never be more than possible when you make your selection (unless of course you are making a selection that was skipped).  The manager holding pick #324 should realize that this means 323 players should be gone before he is allowed to select.  That the 323rd player is selected shortly before he makes his 324 pick does not alter the fact that he is only entitled to the 324th pick and not 323 or 325.  If on time his 324 pick will never be 325, but it may be 323 or 322 if skipped managers don't chime in soon enough.

Draft Order

1.  Tom Fish

7.  Steve Lockney

13.  Robert Smith

19.  Lenny Luchtefeld

2.  Ray Martin

8.  Paolo Passarello

14.  Mike/Clinton

20.  Stephen Pope

3.  Rene Custeau
9.  Jim Bodnar


15.  Henry Vance

21.  Jay Scheer

4.  Bob Askin

10.  Mark Lentz

16.  Tony Ciesnyzski

22.  Frank/Ben

5.  Bill Ziem

11.  Wayne Foulke

17.  Fred Lambrecht

23.  John Feola

6.  Daniel Valois
12.  Bill Galanis

18.  Corey Weisser

24.  Tim Rock

Divisional Lineups

AL Cobb Division



AL Ruth Division

Greenville Black Socks (Bob Askin)

Gotham City Gargoyles (Wayne Foulke)

Rivendell Knights (Jay Scheer)

Norwich Navigators (Stephen Pope)

Silver Sluggers (Lenny Luchtefeld)

Plum Island Greenheads (Henry Vance)

Syracuse SkyChiefs (John Feola)

San Bernadino Stampede (Tom Fish)

Waukesha Keglers (Tony Ciesnyzski)
Toontown Rabbits (Paolo Passarello)

West Bend Rocks (Tim Rock)

Williamsburg Burgesses (Jim Bodnar)

NL Aaron Division



NL Mays Division

Abilene Longhorns (Frank/Ben)

Aspen Rainmakers (Rene Custeau)

Annadale Anteaters (Robert Smith)

Boston Braves (Steve Lockney)

Buckeye Eclipse (Ray Martin)

Maryland Mounders (Bill Galanis)

Lafonatine Park Diamonds (Daniel)

Northwoods Moose (Corey Weisser)

Port Richey Sandcranes (Fred Lambrecht)
Taggart Titans (Mark Lentz)

Virginia Patriots (Mike/Clinton)

West Oakland Wolverines (Bill Ziem)

 “Why all the honorific names?”

I’m assuming more than a few of you may be curious on now Corey and I came up with the various names for divisions and awards.  Mainly it is a way of recognizing baseball’s rich history.  The divisional names as you see above are named in honor of four of the greatest men to ever step on a ball-field.  We also have the Pitcher of the Year Awards named after Walter Johnson (AL) and Christy Mathewson (NL).  The MVP of BRASSWORLD’s annual All-Star game will be presented with the Jackie Robinson Award.  Our Manager of the Year will be presented with the Billy Beane Award (the A’s GM was an avid Strat player in his youth).  Finally, two of the most treasured league trophies will be presented to the AL and NL winners.  The AL Winner will receive the Ted Williams Trophy.  Ted is my favorite ballplayer of all time.  The NL champ receives the Roberto Clemente Cup.  Clemente is one of Corey’s favorites.  The Championship Trophy itself doesn’t really have a name, but hopefully its uniqueness will quickly lend itself a name.  What will it be?  What will it look like?  Methinks you’ll need to win the league to find out the answer to those questions (  I can tell you that it is being designed as a traveling trophy.  The winner will keep it for a year and then pass it on- thus making ones time with it all the more sweet.

Design your own playground

In BRASSWORLD a manager is given the ability to make the dimensions of his park look like anything he wants.  Also, he is allowed to choose a real ML park and play with whatever dimensions that park has from year to year.  Once a park is selected or design in place you cannot alter your park for three complete seasons.  So all of us will have to wait till the 2005 offseason to make changes, unless you pick a ML park like Cincy or something and it ceases to exist in the near future.  Here are the dimensions for Nat Taggart Field- the soon to be home of my very Taggart Titans.  Use it as a guide if you are unfamiliar with creating your own park.  Corey and I need ballparks from many of you.  The deadline to submit this info is the evening before the draft commences (Thursday, January 9th).  Failure to do so will result in you being assessed a nuisance fine for each day past the deadline date.

	
	
	
	AMSO
	AMSO
	JJA
	JJA
	
	

	
	
	
	DAY
	NIGHT
	DAY
	NIGHT
	SI
	HR

	Taggart
	Nat Taggart Field
	GOOD
	1-3
	1-3
	1-8
	1-8
	6/6
	12/12

	
	
	
	AVERAGE
	4-10
	4-10
	9-16
	9-16
	4/4
	10/10

	
	
	
	BAD
	11-20
	11-20
	17-20
	17-20
	2/2
	6/6


Some other stuff

The playoffs in BRASSWORLD will have 12 teams in them, six from each league.  The 4 division winners receive byes.

The league that wins the All Star game wins home field advantage for its league in the BRASSWORLD Series.

There is no designated hitter in BRASSWORLD.

There is a salary floor and ceiling in BRASSWORLD.  The floor is $25 million in player expenses.  The ceiling is $70 million.

More stuff like this to come in the next few newsletters.

Batter & Pitcher Group Corrections

There were two players who were found by Corey and I to have had their Career Year listed incorrectly.  Both Odalis Perez and Randall Simon should be listed as Year 4 players and not Year 3.  The new group files enclosed in the ZIP archive correct this.

Updated Constitution

Also enclosed in the ZIP archive is an updated Constitution.  There are no material changes of any consequence.  Mainly I incorporated better phrasing of clauses that were confusing to some.  Also, some references were in error.  Spelling and grammatical errors were also corrected as best as possible.

Help Wanted

We are in need of one more league position to be filled.  BRASSWORLD needs someone to be the League Statistician.  The manager interested in the position should be competent in working with ZIP files, very organized, fluent in how Strat’s game file system works, and must be able to turn the necessary files around in a very quick fashion.  The deadline for results in BRASSWORLD is the 30th of each month.  Corey and I expect the statistician to be able to get the new files out to all in one day, two at the latest.  As with any league position there is a salary.  For this position it is $3,750,000.  It is a very important position and as such only the League Directors receive more for their time.  Let Corey and I know if you are interested.  

Article XVII (or newsletter articles)

In BRASSWORLD you are compensated for contributing to the league if you write articles for the newsletter.  They will be published monthly here and most likely will be out on the league website even sooner.  Each article nets you $300,000 and you can write 12 per year.  Start sending them in now if you wish.  Not too early to start padding your bankroll.

Deadlines

January 9th
Ballpark designs must be submitted

January 10th
The draft begins

Final Reminder:  January 10th we get the draft started.  Enjoy your final preparations for this big event.  Good luck to all.

Next issue of News & Report

The draft will be close to winding down.  I’m sure I’ll have some comments on that for all.  More insight into interesting clauses that makes the foundation of BRASSWORLD unique.  The schedule will come out for all to peruse.  Also, the inaugural All Star game venue will be announced.
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