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Hot Stove Meanderings

The first full BW off-season is upon the membership and the activity has been brisk to say the least.  Many teams already appear to be jockeying to wrest “The Grail” [ed. See website] from John’s hands.  Free agency added to some teams’ stables but the trading in particular is where most appear to making hay.  What follows is just my rundown on what has transpired up to the New Year.  

Cobb Division

The defending champs have done nothing as of yet this off-season.  Then again, when you have the trophy in your possession I guess you are allowed to rest on your laurels for the time being ( …  Silver dipped into free agency to nab veteran lefty Al Leiter.  Lenny also secured a full time bat when he parted with the young Jerome Williams for the equally young 1B/C Jason Phillips…All last season seasoned BW observers could see the boys down south in Greenville needed some sticks.  So far Bob has been able to bring in Moises Alou via trade and Jose Gillen as a FA signee.  To his credit he has been able to do this by only removing one pitcher of significance (Ted Lilly).  Actually, signing Joe Nathan pretty much makes the Lilly subtraction a wash for now…Like Syracuse the off-season has been fairly quiet in Middle Earth, er Rivendell.  I suspect Jay had spent much of his off-season till recently standing in line for ROTK ( …  The new Baltimore franchise has seen the addition of an entire bullpen this off-season.  Via trades Jay Witasick and Danny Kolb were added while free agency netted Clinton the able-armed stable of Wilson Alvarez, Tim Worrell, Paul Shuey and Kent Mercker.  The icing on the reliever theme was inking Trevor Hoffman to a ‘flyer’ contract…The Keglers haven’t done much other than the impressive swapping of CF Jim Edmonds for 3B Mike Lowell.  Lowell is expected to unseat veteran David Bell at the hot corner.

Ruth Division

Other than some tinkering trades there has been little news out of Toontown so far…The Grays have made the biggest splash in the Ruth to this point as Stefan has artfully added a big thumper in Manny Ramirez and a solid hitting defender in Steve Finley via separate trades.  The Manny trade did see two solid starting pitchers exit for Tampa Bay (Adam Eaton and Freddy Garcia) but signing Jason Schmidt in free agency has got to make up for any potential loss of the two.  Schmidt should slot in nicely behind Portland horse Curt Schilling…Gotham was one of the more active clubs in free agency as they inked 13 players to contracts- mostly to flesh out the roster.  The Gargoyles were able to land a young 2B in the form of Luis Rivas from Taggart…Plum Island’s big move this off-season was parting with starting CF Juan Pierre in a deal with Tampa.  In return the ‘Heads were able to land the talented Pudge Rodriguez.  Bobby Kielty was added in a deal to return some outfield depth to the club but the club did have to part with young Kurt Ainsworth to do so…San Bernarndino has also been quiet, but inking Jeff Conine to a 1 year contract for only $400,000 was a solid move…Williamsburg went nuts in free agency as Jim signed 17 players during the process.  Foremost among the newcomers are two solid hitters- the veteran Reggie Sanders and the up and coming Luis Matos.  Sanders in particular should prove quite helpful to the club, as it needs to find some righty balance in the offense.

Aaron Division

The Clemente Cup holders have made some selective additions so far.  The biggest move for LP being the one-for-one swapping of Mike Lowell for Jim Edmonds.  Edmonds is one of the best CF’s in BW.  Lefty Ted Lilly was also picked up in a deal for prospect Corey Hart…Virginia has been doing some tinkering.  Gone via trades are starters Rob Fick and Placido Polanco.  The main new face in town belongs to the submarining Byung-hyun Kim.  Virginia also dealt a bit of its future when it sent its first round draft pick and Jeff Francouer out for the up and coming Milton Bradley…Off-season quiet so far down Port Richey way…Buckeye has been bulking up its squad on both the mound and at the bat.  Rob Fick, Juan Encarnacion and Mark Grudzielanek have come aboard to give the Express three new starters in the everyday lineup.  Free agency netted the ageless Jamie Moyer for the rotation and the dependable Ron Villone for whatever role he is needed for come April…Annadale has been tinkering so far this off-season, quietly trying to improve the club.  Placido Polanco came over from Virginia in the Kim deal.  Free agency saw the Anteaters add a couple useful bats (Michael Tucker and Wil Cordero) and relievers (Tom Martin and Chris Hammond)…Tampa Bay has been one of the most active players in the BW trade arena so far.  First in free agency Don was able to ink a bullpen as he picked up Eddie Guardado, Curtis Leskanic, Scott Sauerbeck and Dan Plesac.  But the trade activity has remade the face of this club.  Out are some older stars (Mike Mussina, Pudge Rodriguez, Manny Ramirez) while in their stead came young, talented players in the form of Carl Crawford, Juan Pierre and Lance Berkman.  

Mays Division

The Mounders have made some interesting moves so far.  Most notable was the swapping of talented infield prospect Alex Cintron for the strong-armed Josh Beckett.  Free agency saw the Mounders pick two CF’s of the same type of ability:  Kenny Lofton and Tike Redman.  Terry Adams came in via trade for Matt Kinney to improve the pen…Aspen has been quiet so far this off-season…Taggart has been tinkering, seemingly trying to bring in every pitcher it can find.  Two of the more notable arms to come on board are Matt Kinney and Kurt Ainsworth.  Paul Lo Duca came over in a deal with Buckeye to give the Titans a reliable backstop…West Oakland has used the off-season to formulate one of the more formidable rotations in BW.  Estban Loaiza was signed during free agency while two trades brought in the solid Mike Mussina and uber-prospect Jerome Williams.  Combined with Kerry Wood and Roy Oswalt this potentially makes for one nasty Wolverine staff…Savannah was the recipient of the talented shortstop prospect Alex Cintron in the Beckett deal.  In FA Savannah picked up a quartet of helpful players: Rondell White, Damian Rolls, Brian Anderson and Rheal Cormier…Northwoods continues to seek the right combination of talented youngsters this off-season.  Gone now are Milton Bradley and Lance Berkman.  But now aboard with the Moose is an extra first round pick and a trio of prospects (Jeff Francouer, BJ Upton, Ervin Santana) that would make Allan Simpson at BA coo.  

The Draft

We now stand one month away from the draft.  The draft is scheduled to begin promptly at 11 AM EST on the 7th of February.  Daniel will be conducting the draft in an AOL IM chat room.  For those who do not have AOL IM you will need to download this from the following site:

www.aim.com
The download is manageable.   Right in the middle of the page is the “Download Now” button.  The program is easy to use and install.   It is also free and you do not need AOL to use it.  If you have any questions please get in contact with Daniel, Corey or myself between now and the 7th.

With the draft comes one important date:  January 25th.  If you want to cut a player from your roster to make room for someone to draft this is the deadline to do it.  Remember, even though you cut the player you remain obligated to him financially for whatever he is still due- even if picked up by another team.

As soon as possible after the 25th Daniel will provide us with a draft grid that reflects how many picks we get plus news on any recently cut players.

Also, on the 25th a trade freeze will go into effect in BW.  It will last through the completion of the draft.  This is a yearly occurrence in BRASSball that helps keep things orderly for the draft conductor.

Draftee eligibility (straight from the constitution): “Players eligible to be drafted are only one of the following:  players who have never played in MLB (called Mins in BRASSWORLD) and players who will appear on the latest SOM computer roster and have never previously attained BRASSWORLD’s definition of a major leaguer.”

One last draft reminder: remember that you may not end the draft with more than eight mins unless you select mins with the pick you received as compensation for losing a free agent.
Website

Go and check out the league site.  Henry has done a super job with it.  The most recent additions are the pics of BW’s championship trophy in all its glory and splendor.  Enjoy!

Trades

38. Virginia trades Pete Walker and Aaron Fultz to Baltimore for $25,000.
39. Buckeye trades Julian Tavarez to Tampa Bay for Tampa Bay's 2005 3rd round draft choice and $375,000.
40. Williamsburg trades Karim Garcia and $1,600,000 to Virginia for Virginia 's 2004 5th round draft choice.
41. Buckeye trades Brook Fordyce, Kerry Ligtenberg and Mike Bordick to Maryland for Brad Radke and Maryland's 2004 4th round draft choice.
42. Taggart trades Terry Adams and $600,000 to Maryland for Matt Kinney.
43. Silver trades Sterling Hitchcock to Gotham City for Jeff Nelson.
44. Buckeye trades Jason Young to Portland for Portland's 2005 6th round draft choice.
45. Buckeye trades Joe Valentine to Taggart for $300,000.
46. Plum Island trades Brandon Inge to Tampa Bay for Greg Norton and $200,000.
47. Northwoods trades Lance Berkman to Tampa Bay for BJ Upton and Ervin Santana.
48. Virginia trades Danny Kolb to Baltimore for Ron Mahay.
49. Virginia trades Ben Weber to Silver for $500,000.
50. Northwoods trades Greg Myers, Maryland's 2004 3rd round draft choice and $250,000 to Maryland for David Segui, Damian Jackson and Maryland's 2005 1st
round draft choice.
51. Annadale trades Pokey Reese to Tampa Bay for Tampa Bay's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
52. Lafontaine Park trades Rick Reed and $1,500,000 to San Bernardino for a Krispy Kreme donut.
53. Taggart trades Brian Reith to Annadale for a bag of peanuts.

Upcoming Deadlines

January 25th

Cut down day for the draft

February 7th

Draft starts at 11AM EST

Fines

None.

Articles

A few articles came in this month.

Next Issue Of News & Report

A draft review.

Article from Henry…

Brassworld's inaugural season was my first attempt to play in a computer based or salary based league. It certainly was immensely entertaining. What a learning curve!!! Before I delve into my BW educational experience, let me first thank Mark, Corey and Daniel. Kudos to Mark and Corey for everything that is Brassworld, the setup and execution of our first year was phenomenal. It was smoother than some 6 team face to face leagues I've played in. 

Now to my new Canadian friend, Daniel..., thank you "big D" for your unending patience for my inane questions in the middle of the night. Thank you for hosting Rene and I when we scurried to Montreal pre-season to get an incredibly thorough tutorial on how the computer game works. And finally thank you for keeping me sane when my brain scrambled with no sleep and inundated with mass doses of caffeine just refused to work logically or coherently. Enough of the smarminess, now onto the Island's first season. 
In all of the leagues I've played in before, players were judged like commodities but never had I seen anything like this draft. In the past my homework had always given me an advantage over my fellow GM's but in Brassworld I quickly found the playing field to be quite level. There were several surprises (at least to me) in the first few rounds of the draft but my hopes of certain players falling to me turned out to be mere pipe dreams. I did get Mark "Agent" Mulder in the 2nd Round and Carlos Zambrano in the 5th but other than that it was a scramble every time Daniel yelped 'you're up!!!". When all was said and done, I felt pretty good about my squad. It wasn't comprised anything like my pre-draft dream team but I liked what I had found. 
The Greenhead's started well and stayed pretty consistent all year. My apparent inability to forge a good Hal hurt my team on the road. At home we always seemed to come through with the key hits. Alfonso Soriano (115) and Cliff Floyd (104) both drove in more than 100 runs. Many league observers felt our consistency was directly attributed to our aggressive approach on the bases. The team stole 228 bases and always took the extra base whenever possible. Juan Pierre lead the league with 93 steals. However the real key to the team was consistent starting pitching. "Agent" Mulder won 15 games with an E.R.A just over 3.00 (3.09). Javier Vazquez also won 15 games with a 3.34 E.R.A. and "Captain" Kirk Rueter won 12 games (E.R.A. 3.31). Young starting pitching was a focus of our draft and with Mulder, Vazquez, Ponson, Zambrano and Escobar in the rotation for 2004 we should see a repeat trip to the A.L. playoffs. 
 
During the season we took a couple of chances by trading for stretch drive help in Mark "Liberty" Bellhorn and Kenny "The Gambler" Rogers. They both helped immensely during the final month and performed very well in the playoffs. As for the rest of our team, the postseason is painful nightmare still too vivid to revisit just yet. Look for that in S.P.I's. next issue (Plum Island's Postseason Egg).     
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