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AL Super Series

This month’s series sees Plum Island traveling to Syracuse.  Plum Island is one of the speediest squads in BW with 100 steals after May play.  The SkyChiefs, however, rarely run as evidenced by their 19 total steals.  Syracuse relies on their power.  Both teams have solid pitching from starters to strong-armed closers.  Let’s see how it came out.

Game 1 had Sidney Ponson going for the Greenheads and Miguel Batista scheduled for the home town SkyChiefs.  For the first four innings all was quiet in Syracuse as neither squad could push across an early run.  Ponson in particular was mowing them down with ease as he had yet to yield a hit.  In the top of the fifth Alfonso Soriano started out by going down on strikes.  Bill Mueller followed with a single and then Rey Sanchez got on via the walk.  With two on and one out the Greenheads had something started.  Brandon Inge stepped in, but kept his bat held closely to his shoulder as he watched three pitches go by.  Up next was pitcher Ponson, who was attempting to help himself out.  He did just that as Sid found an area in front of a shallow playing Larry Walker to land his hit.  Mueller came around with the first run while Sanchez hustled into third.  Obviously frustrated that he allowed such a crap hit to the pitcher, Batista uncorked a wild pitch that allowed a second run to scoot in.  After the wild one Batista settled down to end the inning, but was now down 2-0.  In the top of the sixth Cliff Floyd made it 3-0 Plum Island when he cracked a solo homer.  Ponson made it to the bottom of the seventh with not only a lead but with a no-hitter still intact.  Raffy Palmeiro led off and coaxed a walk from Sidney.  Trot Nixon was next and he singled to left to put an end to the no-hit bid and get the rally going.  Next up was Ray Durham.  Durham got an inside pitch he could handle and ripped it into the right field corner.  Both runners scored to make it 3-2 and Durham cruised into second with a standup double.  That was all for Ponson as he exited for the showers.  In came Kelvim Escobar to relieve.  Escobar was ready for the challenge as he shut the Chiefs down 1-2-3 to keep the lead.  In the top of the eighth Plum Island went quietly, thus allowing the Syracuse batters to hustle back in to hit.  Chad Moeller started the inning with a single.  Brian Giles walked to put the Greenheads back in a jam.  Up strode the dangerous Larry Walker.  Larry responded as his single plated the tying run with no outs recorded.  Raffy followed with a walk to load the bases.  With the infield pulled in Trot Nixon obliged the pitcher by tapping one in front of the plate for an easy first out.  Next was Durham, but his fly ball to center wasn’t deep enough to score Giles.  Now with two down and the bases still loaded the Chiefs looked to Robin Ventura.  Robin couldn’t do it as he went down looking at strike three.  But the game was now knotted at three after eight.  To start the ninth Floyd started with a single and Soriano followed with a gap double to put runners at second and third.  Bill Mueller then hit one right to a pulled in Ventura at third who threw out Floyd headed for home.  Rey Ordonez followed and proceeded to play hero as he lined a single to give the Greenheads the lead back.  Inge came up again with ducks on the pond.  This time he was ready as he amazingly creamed an Eric Gagne splitter for a stunning three-run homer.  Thanks to Inge Plum Island left the ninth up four runs.  The ‘Heads needed all four too as the Chiefs tried their best to rally, but Billy Wagner got the last out as the score ended up 7-5 in a thrilling game one.

A fine pitching matchup was scheduled for game two: Javier Vazquez for Plum Island and Randy Johnson for Syracuse.  The Chiefs got on the board first in the second inning when they used eight hitters to score two runs.  In the top of the fourth Plum Island tied the game as they utilized the unlikely combo of two hit batsmen and a wild pitch from The Unit to fuel a two run rally.  Vazquez had settled in on the mound and headed in to the sixth in firm control of the game.  But with two out in the bottom of the frame Giles got a hold of an outside fastball from Javier and pushed it out over the left field fence to make it 3-2 Chiefs.  The ‘Heads had no response in their half of the seventh so the Chiefs came back looking to add on.  With two outs in the seventh and runners on second and third Moeller was able to deliver a two run single off of Escobar.  Up 5-2 now Syracuse looked to be in good shape.  In the top of the eighth Plum Island thought they would tie this one up again- after all Richard Hidalgo’s one-out double had just plated two to make the score 5-4.  But Hidalgo was stranded in the eighth and Gagne pitched the ninth according to form and the Chiefs squared the series up at a game apiece.

Game three’s starters were admittedly of a lesser pedigree than game two’s.  Nelson Cruz took the ball for the ‘Heads while his counterpart was the soft-tossing John Halama.  In the top of the first Plum Island got clutch two-out hits from Floyd and Soriano to plate two early runs.  In the bottom of the first a Trot Nixon sac fly made it 2-1 after one inning.  In the top of the third a Floyd ground out scored Sanchez from third to make it 3-1 ‘Heads.  In the bottom of the third Cruz struggled holding the lead.  He quickly broke a cardinal baseball rule by not only walking the first batter but the second batter also to put himself in a jam.  Raffy took his turn and drove one to the warning track for the first out.  Up next was Nixon and he plated the second Chief run with a solid single.  Cruz finally settled and got the next two outs to maintain the lead.  However, in the bottom of the fourth the Chiefs put this one to bed.  Greg Colbrunn smacked a pinch-hit two run homer and Larry Walker added a solo blast of his own.  Cruz was now toasted and the Chiefs were on their way to an eventual 6-3 win.

The Chiefs came out ahead in this series, but some very good games were played.  Plum Island’s pounding of Eric Gagne in game one was impressive, but Gagne’s bounce back in game two was probably more so.  To their credit the Chiefs were able to limit the Plum Island speed game to only three swipes in the series.

NL Super Series

The NL sees an Aaron divisional showdown as the featured series.  Virginia played host to the Longhorns from Abilene.  The Pats have been comfortably on top of the division for two months while Abilene surged in May to get in the playoff picture.

In game one Roy Halladay of Abilene squared off versus Mighty Joe Beimel.  Manny Ramirez opened the scoring for Abilene in the top of the first with a sac fly.  In the top of the second the ‘Horns extended the lead out to 4-0 with three more runs.  The highlight of the inning was a run scoring double from pitcher Halladay.  Apparently tuckered out from doubling and eventually scoring in the top of the frame, Roy came out to pitch and gave all four runs back to the Pats.  Gibbons homered for one run while doubles came from Greg Myers and Jay Payton to score the other runs.  While Beimel did not last past the second, Halladay relaxed out on the mound as the score held at 4-4 through five complete.  In the top of the sixth the Longhorns took the lead for good when they scored three times with two outs.  Rick White was pitching in the sixth, but not effectively.  In a jam with runners on first and third and one out he appeared on his way out of the inning when he got Juan Gonzalez to hit to third and the runner coming home was cut down.  But Ramirez had different ideas when he lined a double to the gap that was able to score Gonzo all the way from first.  Edgardo Alfonzo followed with a single off White for the third run and a 7-4 lead.  A second homer from Jay Gibbons in the eighth would tighten the Longhorn lead to 7-6, but two solo homers in the top of the ninth sealed the Patriots fate as they went down 9-6 in the opener.

In game two Abilene sent out ace number two, Mike Mussina, while Virginia countered with Pete Walker.  Tiny David Eckstein led off game two with a solo homer down the right field line to quickly give the visitors the lead.  In the bottom of the second the Pats got the run back when Geoff Blum rode a fastball out of the park to level the score at one.  In the bottom of the fourth the Pats jumped on Moose as they loaded the sacks with only one out.  Greg Myers stared in against the tough righty and was able to deliver a solid single to right that plated two runs for a 3-1 lead.  Moose escaped the jam without further damage, but now his teammates would have to fight back.  In the top of the sixth Abilene would get one run back to get no closer than 3-2 in this contest.  In the bottom of the eighth the Pats exploded for five runs- all coming in on two-baggers.  Pete Walker was the surprising pitching hero as he threw eight strong innings.

Game three featured Omar Daal for Abilene and Virginia ace Tim Hudson.  This game was all Omar Daal as he hurled a complete game shutout.  Daal surrendered only six baserunners and whiffed seven batters on the day.  Longhorn scoring was punctuated with a two-run homer off the bat of slugger Manny Ramirez.  Huddy pitched well on the mound, but lost 4-0 as the bump belonged solely to Omar in game three.

Game four saw the Pats needing a win to salvage a split on their home turf.  The starters were Jeff D’Amico for Abilene and Bart Colon for Virginia.  The Longhorns once again opened the scoring early as a two-out double from Tony Graffanino plated the suddenly quick D’Amico from first, sliding in under the tag.  After that run the pitchers took over.  D’Amico was lifted after six complete without having allowed a run.  Meanwhile, Colon was twirling a dandy himself as he had allowed only the D’Amico sliding run so far.  In the top of the seventh Alfonzo promptly struck a double to put Colon in a bind.  Up next came youngster Nick Johnson.  Colon was trying to pitch Johnson away so Nick couldn’t move the runner up but unfortunately missed inside badly.  Johnson recognized he had a fastball on the inner half that he ripped for a line drive homer to right.  Now down 3-0 Colon had his team in trouble.  Carlos Febles walked after Johnson, but Colon was able to catch the inattentive Febles off the bag for the second out.  Graffanino followed with his second double and that was enough for Colon to see the hook.  Bruce Chen came on to relieve and Darin Erstad greeted him with a run scoring single.  The Longhorns finished the seventh up 4-0.  In the bottom of the seventh the Pats did their best to make it interesting again as they smacked two solo homers off of reliever Vlad Nunez to make it 4-2.  In the bottom of the ninth closer Armando Benitez wavered as he surrendered Gibbons’ second solo homer of the game to make it 4-3 but he was able to get the last three outs to record the save and protect a third vital road win.  Of note was Tony Graffanino finishing game four with three doubles.

This series saw the Longhorns able to secure three big road wins in Virginia.  If they can keep it up maybe the Pats won’t be so ‘comfortable’ during the second half(
AL Notes

	COBB Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	52-29
	---
	29-13
	23-16
	16-6
	11-11
	13-7
	.831
	4.01

	Waukesha Keglers
	48-33
	4
	27-15
	21-18
	16-6
	15-5
	13-12
	.802
	3.78

	Greenville Black Sox
	46-35
	6
	26-16
	20-19
	15-7
	13-6
	23-10
	.652
	3.41

	Rivendell Knights
	40-41
	12
	24-18
	16-23
	7-15
	12-12
	10-12
	.727
	4.77

	West Bend Rocks
	34-47
	18
	13-29
	21-18
	7-15
	12-11
	10-16
	.673
	3.92

	Silver Sluggers
	29-52
	23
	15-27
	14-25
	5-17
	7-14
	11-20
	.742
	5.39


Syracuse went 17-9 in June to cruise into the lead at the halfway mark.  Raffy was huge in June as he hit .300 with 10 dingers and 34 ribbies.  Larry Walker just as impressive as he hit .394 for the month with 8 homers and 20 rbi.  Brian Giles posted a .477 June OBP which enabled him to score a team high 27 runs in June.  Trot Nixon may be hitting only .246 but is taking advantage of having lots of runners on base as he leads the club with 67 rbi.  Ray Durham hitting .286 for the year.  Some impressive pitching was on display for the Chiefs in June.  Unit was 4-1 with a 3.25 ERA.  Miguel Batista was 3-1 with a 2.29 ERA.  Woody Williams also recorded a 2.29 ERA and went 3-0 in June.  Eric Gagne picked up 7 June saves and has 21 on the season.  Brendan Donnelly and Luis Vizcaino both 5-0 out of the pen.

A 14-12 June leaves the Keglers safely in the playoff picture and still within spitting distance of the Chiefs.  Jim Edmonds swung the hot stick in June as he hit .379 with 7 knocks and 15 rbi.  Mike Piazza hit .301 with 6 dingers of his own and a team high 18 ribbies.  Derek Jeter scored 21 times and stole 7 bases.  Randy Winn hit .324 in June and slugged at a .520 clip.  Ageless Craig Biggio hit .313 in June to lift himself up to .265 on the year.  Denny Neagle was 2-0 in his four June starts with a 1.40 ERA.  Duque went 3-2 with a 2.31 earnie.  Vicente Padilla is struggling in 2003 with a 5.99 ERA.  Izzy has saved 22 games despite a high 4.66 ERA.  

Greenville slumped in June as they went 12-14.  Scott Spiezio was the Sox’ most productive hitter as he led the club in homers (3) and rbi (15), but also committed 6 errors.  Tino Martinez was the only other Sox to garner 10 ribbies in June.  Bobby Higginson smacked 8 doubles.  Omar Vizquel swiped 10 bags.  Regulars AJ Pierzynski (.205) and Steve Finley (.167) had rough Junes.  No Sox hurler could pick up more than two wins in June.  Mark Buehrle was the best with his 2.28 ERA.  Brandon Duckworth suffered the most from the lack of runs as he went 1-3 despite a respectable 3.70 ERA.

Rivendell went 13-13 in June to finish the first half a tick under .500.  Many are waiting for this team to get going as it has the firepower to be dangerous.  Another big month from Jason Giambi as he hit .315 with 10 big flies and 26 rbi.  Sammy Sosa collected 7 dingers despite a .235 average in June.  Luis Castillo hit .326 with 14 stolen bases.  Luis has an impressive total of 40 swipes so far.  Aaron Boone is in a rut as he is hitting only .211 on the year.  Jason Varitek had a nice month as he hit .304 with 6 homers.  Brian Jordan also needs to get going as he sits on a .244 average and only 9 dingers at the midway point.  Livan Hernandez won three June contests despite a 4.77 ERA.  Derek Lowe and Paul Byrd both posted 2-2 marks with sub-four ERA’s.  On the year Lowe is an impressive 10-3.  Closer Troy Percival is having a tough time of it in 2003 with a 5.30 ERA and only 10 saves.  Tanyon Sturtze had a forgettable June (0-3, 7.92 ERA).

West Bend could have moved up a bit in June had it not gone 11-15.  The offense could only muster a team average of .213 in June.  Adrian Beltre was the June producer with 7 homers and 18 rbi.  Andruw Jones doubled 10 times.  Rafael Furcal only hit .229 in June.  Shawn Green was a dreadful .165 hitter in June.  Bullpen helped the starters out in June as they picked up 7 of the Rocks’ victories.  Paul Shuey (1.50), Juan Acevedo (1.69) and Todd Van Poppell (2.42) were the best pen performers.  Kevin Appier pitched well (3.18 ERA) but went 0-1 in five starts.  David Wells still the team’s best with an 8-3 record.  

The Sluggers had a decent month of June as they went 12-14.  Carlos Beltran was the star Slugger as he hit .330 with 6 dingers, 18 rbi and 11 steals.  Preston Wilson drove in 21 with his .226 average.  David Ortiz is hitting a robust .341 on the year.  Orlando Cabrera is hitting .289 with 28 doubles.  Paul Wilson was impressive in his starts as he went 3-1 with a 1.79 earnie.  Chan Ho Park stumbled through June on his way to a 6.19 ERA.  That actually brought his ERA down to 7.61.  Ouch!  Brian Lawrence’s 6-2 leads the club through June.

	RUTH Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Toontown Rabbits
	51-30
	---
	27-12
	24-18
	14-8
	8-9
	10-17
	.792
	3.19

	Plum Island Greenheads
	45-36
	6
	27-12
	18-24
	13-9
	14-10
	14-14
	.750
	4.17

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	38-43
	13
	20-19
	18-24
	9-13
	3-14
	15-14
	.754
	4.53

	Portland Grays
	37-44
	14
	20-19
	17-25
	11-11
	5-9
	12-7
	.735
	4.78

	San Bernadino Stampede
	36-45
	15
	17-22
	19-23
	7-15
	4-8
	16-18
	.692
	4.20

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	34-47
	17
	15-24
	19-23
	12-10
	10-12
	13-14
	.758
	4.83


Toontown cooled off in June as they finished the month 14-12.  Bonds, Bonds, Bonds…what else can I say about the motive power of this team?  In June he hit .407.  That drags him down to .426 on the season.  BW has an excellent chance of witnessing a .400 hitter in Year One.  Go Barry go!  Magglio enjoyed having Bonds on base constantly as he led the club with 23 ribbies to go along with a .333 average in June.  Kenny Lofton came through with a very nice .437 OBP in June.  Ryan Klesko had a better June (.287, 5 HR), but finishes June with only 12 homers and a .242 average.  If he joins in on the Toontown barrage- oh my!  Benito Santiago hit .329 in June.  Jamey Wright led the moundsmen in June as he went 4-0 with a 3.24 ERA.  Ismael Valdes went 4-1 in June.  Rabbitts would have fared even better if not for a disastrous month from closer Mariano Rivera: 1-4, 9.00 ERA.

Plum Island enjoyed a solid 15-11 month of June.  Cliff Floyd hit .306, slugged .561 and drove in 24 runners in June.  Mike Sweeney hit .333 and led the club with 6 June knocks.  Alfonso Soriano hit .273 with 12 doubles.  Speedster Juan Pierre slowed down in June as he hit only .226.  He is still at .286 with 43 steals on the year though.  Mark Kotsay had a tough moth of June as he hit .177.  Sidney Ponson led a trio of impressive Greenhead twirlers in June.  Ponson was 3-0 with a 1.67 ERA.  Mark Mulder was 3-1 with a 2.11 ERA and Javier Vazquez was 3-2 with a 3.21.  Bill Wagner picked up 7 June saves while allowing only one run.  Nelson Cruz (8.04) and Travis Driskill (8.66) did not respond well to their assigned swingman roles in June.

Spots 3-6 in the Ruth are a mad scrum right now and with a resurgent 15-11 June the Burgesses can claim the three slot at the midway mark.  Jaque Jones was particularly impressive in June as he hit .365 with a .692 slugging mark.  Jim Thome hit .315 with 10 homers and 24 ribbies.  Chris Singleton hit .313 with 6 steals.  Jeromy Burnitz came alive in June to hit .261 with 9 dingers.  Mike Bordick has yet to commit an error in 485 innings at shortstop in 2003.  Odie Perez registered a fine 1.67 June ERA but only went 2-1 in his six starts.  Johan Santana was 3-1 in relief with four saves.  Steve Sparks was 3-1 in June despite a high 4.68 ERA.  Odie gets that support in June and he goes 6-0 (  Jimmy Haynes will quickly want to forget June and his 9.70 ERA during it.

Portland went 10-16 in June to quell their playoff hopes.  Ruby Durazo slugged 8 homers and drove in 16 in June to lead the club in both categories.  Jason Kendall hit .284 in June.  The Grays swiped 31 bags in June with three players (Kapler, Bergeron and Renteria) netting seven apiece.  Depsite the nice performance on the bases Pete Bergeron only hit .188 in June with 38 whiffs.  Curt Schilling was a sparkling 4-0 with a 2.03 earnie in June.  Young Francisco Cordero picked up four saves in June to run his season total to 13.  Brian Anderson and Ricardo Rodriguez had a combined 0-8 record in June.    Adam Eaton posted a 3.09 ERA in his 2003 debut.

San Bernadino went 12-14 in June.  A-Rod went goofy with the longball in June as he homered 15 times.  His 32 at the break are one behind AL leader Jim Thome.  Desi Relaford had a nice June as he hit .293 with 5 knocks and 14 rbi.  Doug Mientkiewicz hit .286 in June with 7 doubles and 15 runs scored.  Gary Matthews Jr. swiped 10 bags in June.  Brad Wilkerson hitting a disappointing .223 on the season.   Jeff Suppan was 3-1 with a 3.74 ERA in June.  Randy Wolf improved to 8-4 with a 3.14 ERA after another solid month.  Keith Foulke picked up over half of his saves (10) in June.  Ryan Drese received the bulk of the Stampede runs as he won twice despite himself (6.08 June ERA).

Gotham went 12-14 in June to stay within reach of third place after 81 games.  Eric Chavez hit .318 with 7 homers and 17 rbi.  Reggie Sanders had a productive June as he also smacked 7 homers, drove in 19 and scored 21 runs.  Chipper Jones hit .316 in June.  Abraham Nunez was very productive with his 58 AB’s:  .345 BA, 7 doubles and 13 runs.  Joe Kennedy had his best month as he went 4-0 with a 2.33 ERA in June.  Scott Erickson pitched well in June (2-1, 3.66).  LaTroy Hawkins has had a nice year out of the pen so far (5-2, 2.85 ERA).  Shawn Estes had a rough June (1-3, 7.84).  Pedro Astacio having a difficult campaign (4-8, 6.21).

	AL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Hits
	Stolen Bases
	GIDP
	On Base Pct.

	Magglio Ordonez
	105
	Juan Pierre
	43
	Mike Piazza
	14
	Barry Bonds
	.586

	Larry Walker
	103
	Luis Castillo
	40
	Jason Kendall
	13
	Jason Giambi
	.465

	Derek Jeter
	102
	Rafael Furcal
	37
	Magglio Ordonez
	12
	Jim Thome
	.458

	Jacque Jones
	102
	Ichiro
	36
	Shawn Green
	11
	Jim Edmonds
	.444

	Barry Bonds
	100
	Alfonso Soriano
	29
	Alex Rodriguez
	11
	Brian Giles
	.442


NL Notes

	AARON Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Virginia Patriots
	47-34
	---
	21-21
	26-13
	15-7
	9-10
	6-8
	.780
	3.40

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	45-36
	2
	23-19
	22-17
	16-6
	16-10
	14-11
	.790
	4.27

	Abilene Longhorns
	44-37
	3
	24-18
	20-19
	11-11
	11-8
	14-13
	.754
	3.87

	Buckeye Eclipse
	42-39
	5
	24-18
	18-21
	11-11
	7-12
	13-5
	.789
	5.08

	Annadale Anteaters
	41-40
	6
	21-21
	20-19
	9-13
	8-8
	12-13
	.731
	3.56

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	28-53
	19
	15-27
	13-26
	4-18
	4-11
	10-10
	.729
	5.38


The Aaron tightened up in June after the Patriots finished the month with a 13-13 performance.  Carlos Delgado hit .307 in June while leading the club in runs (19) and rbi (22).  Jay Payton hit .311 in June.  Jay Gibbons smacked 8 homers and drove in 19.  Jorge Posada is only hitting .248 with 9 homers at the halfway point.  Todd Walker still well over .300 at .329.  The pitching staff did their best to keep the team in games as it recorded a 3.33 ERA in June.  Pete Walker (!) was 3-0 with a microscopic 0.97 ERA.   On the season Walker is now 9-2 with a NL leading 2.13 ERA.  Greg Maddux was 4-1 with a 2.32 ERA.  All of the other Patriot starters registered ERA’s below 3.50 in June.  Rick White (8.71) and Esteban Yan (12.27) knocked around in June.  

A 16-10 June from LP helped them close the gap considerably on the Pats.  Miggy hit .310 in June with 21 runs scored.  Ellis Burks hit .291 with 16 rbi.  Mike Cameron led the club in homers (6) and rbi (18) despite a .195 batting average.  That’s what I call making your hits count (  Craig Wilson committed 10 errors in June.  Mike Lowell has 29 doubles on the season.  Rodrigo Lopez sparkled in a swingman role as he went 6-0 with a 2.84 ERA in June.  Tony Armas Jr. went 2-0 with a 2.67 earnie in four June starts.  Jose Jimenez picked up 6 saves.  Al Leiter is 9-5 after June.  Kip Wells, with a 5.23 ERA, was the only LP pitcher to struggle in June.

Abilene posted a 15-11 June to pick up a few games on the leaders.  Manny Ramirez erupted in June as he hit .395 with 9 homers and 23 rbi.  David Eckstein hit .333 with 6 steals.  Tom Goodwin swiped 8 June bags and needed only 23 PA’s to do so.  Darin Erstad finally got going in June as he hit .296 with 6 doubles.  Raul Ibanez swooned in June and hit only .161.  Orlando Palmeiro has been a nice little bench player for the Longhorns as he is hitting .352 in his part time role.  Omar Daal was 3-1 with a 3.09 ERA in June.  Vlad Nunez picked up three relief wins in June.  Mike Mussina was 3-2 with a 3.69 June ERA.  Jeff D’Amico a pleasant surprise so far with a 6-3 record.

A 15-11 June was had by the boys from Buckeye despite a massive amount of trade rumors circulating from the franchise’s HQ.  Albert Pujols a big June as he hit .356 and slugged at a .721 clip.  Ben Grieve came to life and hit .318 for the month while leading the club in doubles (9) and rbi (23).  Tony Womack hit .321 with 14 steals.  Paul Konerko dipped to a .308 average with his .267 performance in June.  Troy Glaus hit only .189 in June but did walk 18 times, thus allowing him to contribute by scoring 18 times.  Jason Jennings was 2-1 with a 2.42 in his four starts.  Cory Lidle was 3-2 in June.  Reliever Gary Knotts went 3-0 in June despite a 5.91 earnie.  Vulture (  Freddy Garcia’s up and down season continued when he went 1-4 with a 9.12 ERA in June.

Annadale was unable to pick up any ground in June as they went 13-13.  Garrett Anderson hit .311 with 14 two-baggers in June.  Torii Hunter led the club in homers (9), steals (7) and rbi (21) during the month.  Joe Randa collected 9 June doubles.  Tough months were had by both JT Snow (.175) and Cesar Izturis (.149).  On the hill AJ Burnett went 3-1 with a 2.31 ERA.  Barry Zito pitched quite well in his six starts (2.79 ERA) but could only register a 1-1 June mark.  Davis Weathers was 3-1 out of the Anteater pen in June.  Mike Hampton, like Zito, also pitched well with a 3.00 ERA but did not see it reflected in his June record (1-2).  Damaso Marte a tough June as he went 0-3 with a 7.27 ERA.

Port Richey had their best month as they went 12-14 in June.  Shea Hillenbrand hit .362 with 14 doubles in June.  Shannon Stewart hit .388 with a .479 OBP.  Cristian Guzman hit .358.  Todd Hollandsworth hit .319 with 5 homers and 17 rbi.  Fred McGriff slugged at a .649 clip in June.  On the year Crime Dog is hitting a sweet .330 for the Sandcranes.  Young Carlos Hernandez fared the best of Port Richey starters in June as he went 2-1 with a 3.20 ERA.  Ricky Stone picked up three relief wins.  Ugie Urbina has 14 saves on the year.  Danys Baez had a rough June (9.45 ERA).

	MAYS Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Maryland Mounders
	51-30
	---
	26-13
	25-17
	14-8
	16-10
	10-11
	.799
	3.68

	Aspen Rainmakers
	48-33
	3
	22-17
	26-16
	10-12
	14-9
	15-16
	.713
	3.34

	West Oakland Wolverines
	45-36
	6
	22-17
	23-19
	16-6
	13-14
	16-12
	.756
	3.82

	Taggart Titans
	34-47
	17
	18-21
	16-26
	9-13
	8-16
	6-15
	.734
	4.66

	Boston Braves
	31-50
	20
	16-23
	15-27
	10-12
	9-16
	14-9
	.645
	4.89

	Northwoods Moose
	26-55
	25
	10-29
	16-26
	7-15
	9-20
	5-11
	.719
	4.78


The Mounders kept rolling along with a 16-10 June.  Jeff Kent hit .343 in June and slugged at a .639 rate.  Tim Salmon hit .333 with 10 June doubles.  Todd Helton also hit .333 and led the club with 19 rbi during the month.  Quinton McCracken is hitting .310 with 7 triples as the team’s sometime starting outfielder.  Bernie Williams hit .330 in June with 10 doubles.  Corey Koskie still mired in a season long slump as he is barely over the Mendoza line at .214.  Andy Pettitte was 3-1 with a 2.27 June ERA.  Hideo Nomo also was 3-1 in June.  Mark Redman went 4-0 in his five starts.  That brings Redman up to 11-3 for the year.  Matt Clement is 9-5 on the year with a 3.73 earnie.

Aspen went 14-12 in June and thus fell a few games behind the leaders.  The Rainmakers had a tough month at the plate as they hit .224 as a team.  Luis Gonzalez was the best hitting regular with his mediocre .240 June average.  John Olerud doubled 10 times in June.  Scott Rolen made his .188 June average count as best he could by leading the team with 5 homers.  Dave Roberts scored 16 runs and swiped 8 bags for the month.  Jamie Moyer was very effective on the hill in June as he went 3-1 with a 1.71 ERA.  Pedro went 3-2 in his June starts.  Mike Williams picked up 5 June saves and now has 18 on the season.  Chris Reitsma is a surprising 8-1 with a 2.69 ERA in 2003.

West Oakland came through with an NL-best 17-9 June to put themselves solidly in the playoff hunt.  Bobby Abreu had a big, big month as he hit .404 with a .496 OBP and .702 slugging.  Richie Sexson hit .287 with 6 knocks and 19 rbi.  Bucket Head Kevin Mench hit .351 in part time duty.  Johnny Damon hit .280 with 9 June doubles.  Tony Batista struggled with a .216 June average but did deposit 6 souvenir balls.  Ramon Vazquez had a forgettable June (.151 BA).  Roy Oswalt went 3-0 in June with a 3.19 earnie.  Hector Mercado had impressive month in a swing role as he went 2-1 with a 0.92 ERA.  Octavio Dotel produced a very nice June (2-0, 0.55 ERA, 5 saves).

Taggart got smacked around in June as they went 8-18.  Vlad Guerrero did it all as he hit .293 with 8 homers and 16 rbi in June.  Jeremy Giambi smacked 5 June homers.  Jimmy Rollins got out of a slump with the bat as he hit .262 in June but got caught 5 times on the bases against 1 steal.  Big Adam Dunn slumped in June as he hit .220.  Jeff Weaver had a nice 3.21 ERA in June but only a 1-3 record to show for it.  Antonio Osuna was 2-0 out of the pen with 5 saves in June.  Brian Moehler and Kenny Rogers combined to 2-9 in June.  

Boston went 10-16 in June.  Roger Cedeno had a fine month as he hit .361 with 7 doubles and 16 steals.  Terrence Long hit .282 and led the club in both homers (5) and rbi (15).  Wendell Magee hit .412 in part time action.  Veteran Barry Larkin had a rough June as he hit .210.  Brent Abernathy picked up 8 June doubles.  Josh Beckett went 3-0 in relief in June.  Danny Graves registered a 1.40 ERA in 19 innings of relief work.  Tom Glavine is 5-4 on the year with a solid 3.66 ERA.

Northwoods had the worst June in BW as they went 6-20.  Pat Burrell mustered much of the Moose offense in June as he hit .362 with 9 homers and 18 rbi.  The heretofore hard-charging Lance Berkman slumped in June and hit only .186.  Ruben Sierra hit .377 off the bench in June.  Adam Bernero went 0-5 in June despite a respectable 4.15 ERA.  Rick Helling was the only Moose pitcher to win two games in June.  Ben Sheets (7.47) and Steve Karsay (7.80) are much better than their June performances.

	NL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Innings Pitched
	ERA
	Hits allowed
	Walks per 9 innings

	Roy Halladay
	137.0
	Pete Walker
	2.13
	Cory Lidle
	132
	Eric Milton
	1.65

	Barry Zito
	131.0
	AJ Burnett
	2.39
	Roy Oswalt
	125
	Tim Hudson
	1.91

	Roy Oswalt
	130.1
	Barry Zito
	2.75
	Roy Halladay
	122
	Roy Oswalt
	2.07

	Tim Hudson
	127.0
	Jamie Moyer
	2.78
	Ben Sheets
	122
	Greg Maddux
	2.11

	Bartolo Colon
	123.0
	Roy Oswalt
	2.83
	Mike Mussina
	120
	Bartolo Colon
	2.20


Award Watch

Some big sluggers garner notice while Pete Walker is begging for recognition after 81 games.

	Award
	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	AL MVP
	Jim Thome, WIL
	.299
	.458
	.693
	33
	72
	66
	0

	NL MVP
	Albert Pujols, BEC
	.348
	.407
	.623
	22
	59
	61
	0

	
	
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	AL WJ
	Curt Schilling, GRA
	10
	6
	0
	3.07
	135
	112
	29
	161

	NL CM
	Pete Walker, VIR
	9
	2
	0
	2.13
	97
	71
	44
	65


Pitchers Productivity

Aspen takes over the top spot as Annadale slips to number two.  Williamsburg is still in the last spot while Toontown jumps into the Top 5.

	Leaders…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Aspen
	11
	0
	13
	29
	82
	2

	Annadale
	18
	4
	21
	21
	77
	1

	Toontown
	10
	2
	14
	26
	74
	T8

	Northwoods
	9
	0
	13
	23
	68
	T5

	Syracuse
	17
	2
	9
	22
	68
	T7

	Trailers…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Gotham City
	9
	0
	8
	17
	51
	12

	Boston
	6
	0
	6
	19
	50
	T15

	Port Richey
	14
	0
	7
	14
	49
	23

	San Bernadino
	9
	1
	8
	14
	44
	T18

	Williamsburg
	10
	1
	5
	13
	40
	24


BRASSWORLD Honor Roll

A handful of improbable performances this month, most notably Shane Halter collecting five hits in game (let alone a series) and three taters in one game from Desi Relaford (!).  Ah, I kid because I care (
Hits

 6/ 4  5 S Halter of PRS vs. BEC in 5 at-bats

 6/15  5 B Williams of MMM vs. PRS in 6 at-bats

 6/18  5 V Wells of PRS vs. SIL in 5 at-bats

 6/20  5 T Hunter of ANN vs. WOW in 5 at-bats

 6/21  5 T Perez of SIL vs. GCG in 6 at-bats

 6/22  5 A Rodriguez of SBS vs. WBR in 5 at-bats (in 12 inning game)

 6/27  5 J Jones of WIL vs. GCG in 6 at-bats

Home Runs

 6/ 2  3 M Piazza of WAU vs. SIL in 4 at-bats

 6/ 3  3 B Bonds of TOO vs. GRA in 3 at-bats

 6/29  3 D Relaford of SBS vs. PIG in 4 at-bats

Strikeouts

 6/23 16 P Martinez of ASP vs. LPD in 8 innings
BRASSWORLD All Star Game

Our first Mid-Season Classic has arrived.  Enclosed in the ZIP archive you will find a ballot for your league.  Please fill it out and return it to myself (Mark) no later than the 20th of July.  Remember, voting is mandatory in BW (  

Lenny Luchtefeld’s Silver Sluggers will be the first host for the annual event.  Bill Galanis of the Maryland Mounders has been chosen as the NL’s manager.  Good luck to both men as they try to win home field advantage in the World Series for their respective league.

New E-mail addresses

A couple BW managers have new cyberspace homes.  Please make these updates to your address books ASAP.  

Stefan Feurherdt is now at s.feuerherdt@comcast.net  

Henry Vance is now at lambicman@comcast.net
Trades

Trading reached a truly surreal level in June.  Thanks Ray (
9. Buckeye trades Dave Hansen to Toontown for Toontown's 2004 7th round draft choice.
10. Buckeye trades Freddy Garcia, Daryle Ward and Steve Kline to Portland for Esteban Loaiza, Brian Anderson, Ricardo Rodriguez, Portland's 2004 5th round draft choice, Portland's 2005 2nd round draft choice and $1,500,000.
11. Buckeye trades John Burkett and Tony Womack to Virginia for Miguel Tejera and Brian Buchanon.
12. Williamsburg trades Braden Looper to Lafontaine Park for Seung Song and $1,000,000.
13. Williamsburg trades Mark Bellhorn to Plum Island for Denny Hocking, Plum Island's 2004 1st round draft choice and $250,000.
14. Buckeye trades Mike Lamb to Portland for Reggie Taylor.
15. Buckeye trades Brian Anderson to Lafontaine Park for Ray Lankford and $87,500.
16. Buckeye trades Esteban Loiaza to Silver for $500,000.
17. Buckeye trades Eric Milton to Virginia for John Burkett, Geoff Blum, Cal Eldred and Julian Tavarez.
18. Buckeye trades Damon Minor to Lafontaine Park for $300,000.
19. San Bernardino trades Andy Sheets to Portland for $125,000.
20. Buckeye trades Britt Reames to Portland for a large bag of cotton candy.
21. Portland trades Juan Castro to Waukesha for $25,000.
22. Buckeye trades Geoff Blum and Sean Lowe to Lafontaine Park for Felix Escalona, Rusty Greer and Darrell May.
23. Portland trades Gabe Kapler to Toontown for $300,000.

Upcoming Deadlines

July 20th
All Star ballots due to Mark

July 30th
Results due to opponents

July 30th
Results due to statisticians (Paolo and Corey)

July 30th
Trade deadline for August games

August 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

West Bend was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying opponents HAL.

Rivendell was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying opponents HAL.

Articles

A wonderful amount of participation from the BW membership this month.  Enjoy.  

Next Issue of News & Report

Playoff races heat up.  Recap of the All Star Game.

PCL Scouting Report
By Stefan Feuerherdt, Portland Grays

 

Recently, the head scout for the Grays attended a Pacific Coast League game between the Portland Beavers and the bizarrely-named Las Vegas 51’s (editorial note: I know the name is a reference to the “Area 51” of UFO-seekers fame, but the team name, “51’s,” just doesn’t look right on a scoreboard next to all the other run/hit/error numbers… but enough of that).  Keeping a special eye out for BrassWorld prospects dotting the lineups of the AAA-level teams, here are some observations our scout made;

 

Koyie Hill (C, Taggart)  had a solid game, going 2 for 3 with a walk, and looking solid behind the plate.  The only opposing runner to attempt a steal was successful, but it looked more like the product of a slow delivery than a poor throw by Hill.  Hill was fooled badly to strike out swinging in his first at-bat, but came back to show solid line-drive swings on his 2 singles.  Doesn’t look like Hill has much power, based on his stats and on what he showed tonight.  

 

Chin-Feng Chen (1B/OF, Toontown) will have a good line in the boxscore (2-for-5), but it didn’t look like a good game for him.  He has a nice-looking swing, but neither of his hits tonight were sharply hit, and one of his singles was a “seeing-eye” grounder that just evaded the second baseman.  If his fielding performance was indicative of his potential, he may have a tough time even playing 1B at higher levels.  After an inning which saw two straight sacrifice attempts end with infield singles, Chen was moved to LF as part of a double-switch.  

 

Mike Bynum (LHP, Aspen) had a very streaky game.  He cruised through the first  three innings, allowing only 1 baserunner.  But in the 4th, the wheels came off, and, with one out, he put 3 consecutive people on base, with 2 walks and one HBP, and ended up allowing 4 runs in the inning.  He ended up with 4 walks and 6 K’s in 5 innings of work.  

 

Tagg Bozied (1B, Rivendell), newly arrived at AAA, didn’t look overmatched at all, finishing with 2 hits in 4 AB’s.  Bozied’s best hit didn’t make the boxscore, though, as he launched a towering drive that curled foul well above and beyond the outfield wall.  Bozied looked unremarkable (good or bad) at first base.  

 

And finally, Joey Thurston (2B, Annandale) frankly didn’t do anything particularly poorly or well on this night.  He went 1-4 with a K (looking), didn’t have a chance to show anything on the basepaths, and fielded 2 or 3 routine chances at 2B without any problems.  Also, he seemed to be limping, or at least favoring one leg, and it didn’t seem to be the result of anything that happened in this game.     

Williamsburg Gazette

Late June 2003
BATTLE OF BUTCHERS:

GCG/WIL SPLIT—4 one run games, 3 go into extras

Vs Gotham City  2, Williamsburg 1
#1 Two solo BP HRs by Branyan (5) and Chavez (16) waste a fine effort by Odalis Perez (4-7, 3.49). Burgess were undone in 6th when they had runners on first and 3rd and no out but could not score. On an attempted suicide squeeze, Chris “A” bunter Singleton popped into DP; then Burnitz choked on his own BP HR chance (1-16).  Gargoyles such as Felipe ss4e17 Lopez and Russ Branyan rf5e9 turned in some web gems to help Astacio (4-6, 6.25).

#2 Burgesses 4-12-0, Gargoyles 3-7-0, 10 innings

Burgesses storm back from 3-1 deficit with 2 in 9th off Shawn Estes and then beat Kaz Sasaki (L,1-2, 2.38, BS,3) in 10th. Two injuries had Gargoyles with outfield of Jones-lf-4, Branyan cf-5, and Kreuter rf-4. Lead off hit in 10th was an x-chance that Branyan muffed. Next was an x-chance that I believe Nunez blew. Boone followed with single. Santana won (2-1, 3.65). HR-Chipper (5)

#3 Gargoyles 7-12-0, Burgesses 6-14-2, 15 innings Burgesses rally from 5-2 deficit to tie at 6 with Burnitz HR (11). Finally, Gargoyles draw 2 BBs in 15th, the latter to walk in winning run. 4 innings of no-hit relief by Santana wasted. Hawkins won 4-1, 3.00. Save-Nelson (1, 6.19)  L-Looper 0-1, 3.38. HR-Guillen (1) Bagwell (14)

#4 Burgesses 4-9-0, Gargoyles 3-9-2, 10 innings  Lady Luck pays back Burgesses as Branyan blows a 1-18 BP HR chance then in bottom of 10th, Branyan rf5 blows x-chance allowing Wilton Guerrero to scamper home with 4th run. WIL tied game in 6th converting a 1-11 chance at home just barely (catcher blocking plate rule came into effect, safe was 1-14 –Zaun c4 at plate, “13” came up). Looper W 1-1, 3.14  Hawkins L, 4-2, 3.14.

Waukesha @ Williamsburg: Burgesses 6-9-0, Keglers 5-9-1

#1 Thome jerks a grand slam (24) lifting Burgesses. Randall Simon error was critical. WIL withstands bases-loaded rally in top of 9th; one run scores on wild pitch but Eischen (F6) nails Edmonds for save, his 4th, 1.88. Santana won it, 3-1, 3.58. Rodriguez L,0-2, 2.88. Arthur Rhodes (BS,3, 2.19) burned by Thome. HR-Mabry (1) a PH job. Jeter (6).

#2 Burgesses 8-13-0, Keglers 5-12-1  Everything came up snake eyes as Burgesses hang “8 spot” on the Rocket in very 1st inning and then hang on. We even convert a 1-3 chance on a cut-off throw in the first inning.

Clemens L,6-4, 4.76. Sosa won it in relief 3-2 as Maroth faltered, 4.81.

#3 Burgesses 4-8-0, Keglers 2-6-0  Sparks (W, 3-6, 6.83) went 5 IP and Santana (S, 4, 3.48) 4 IP to shut down Kegler offense. Martinez had 2 solo shots (8) and Jacque Jones drilled his 11th. Padilla L, 6-4, 5.74.

#1 Burgesses 9-14-1, Braves 1-5-2  Tom Lampkin broken open a tense 2-1 game with a 3 run jerk (7) off reliever Josh Beckett. We padded our stats further and wound up with a nice win. Kirk Saarloos improved his ERA (0-6, 11.57) as he allowed only 4 runs in 6+. Maroth now 5-4, 5.96. Thome HR (25).

#2 Burgesses 5-8-3, Braves 3-5-2  Thome had a 3 run blast (26) and Santana followed Sparks (W,4-6, 6.43) with 3 2/3 of no-hit relief (S,5, 3.28).

Stephens was collared for loss, 1-3, 6.55.

#3 Burgesses 3-8-0, Braves 2-5-0  Nip and tuck game saw Braves slip ahead in top of 8th on Flaherty’s solo blast (2) but Sullivan (L, 1-1, 5.03) yielded HR to Boone (6) to tie and then in 9th  he faced 2 LHBs Burnitz and Singleton who singled and tripled, game over. Looper W,2-1, 2.88.

#1 Knights 2-6-1, Burgesses 1-8-1  We fail to convert our chances. Byrd flies the distance (W,3-6,3.78) and beats Dessens (L,4-6,5.14)

#2 Burgesses 8-16-1, Knights 6-8-0  WIL rallies from 6-1 deficit as bullpen shuts down Knights. Big blow was 3 run jerk by Bellhorn (9) off Worrell.

WP-Cornejo 3-1, 5.93. LP-Worrell 0-5, 5.48, BS,2. HR-Varitek 2 (10), Jones (13) Thome (27)

#3 Burgesses 8-10-0, Knights 2-6-1 Burgesses play Longball: Thome (28) Boone (7) Singleton (2) and Burnitz (12). WP-Santana 4-1, 3.06 LP-Ashby 5-4, 4.22.  

Williamsburg Gazette July 1, 2003

Last month I submitted a Moneyball article. To follow up, this month I will offer two spreadsheets, the first documenting the dollars in millions spent per win by each team. By a good margin, the top teams continue to be Portland and San Bernadino in the Ruth Division, home of the beloved Burgesses who are only a tad extravagant by this measure. Virginia, LaFontaine Park, Syracuse, and Greenville all deserve honorable mention. Toontown appears to have slipped just a bit, but they are still above average.

The 2nd spreadsheet applies the baseball version of the Pythagorean Theorem to all Brassworld teams. Briefly, it has been shown that a team’s winning percentage is well approximated by the ratio of its runs scored squared to its runs scores squared + opponents runs scored squared. It has an average error of 4 games or so in a 162 game season; a greater deviation at 81 games might be expected. If a team is overperforming (Greenville) that may be its manager or just good luck; perhaps in the 2nd half Syracuse (which is performing as expected) might widen its lead and Greenville may tumble towards .500 ball. The Black Sox have a league best 23-10 record in one run games; can that hold up over the rest of the year? Waukesha, like the Sky Chiefs, appears to be the real deal and should battle Syracuse down to the wire, all things being equal.

In the Ruth, Toontown for all its domination, appears to be underperforming; either take the manager down a notch or blame it on luck and watch the Rabbits get even better in the 2nd half. Not only having a shrewd GM, Portland likewise has stretched every run en route to a record 4 wins better than expected. Portland’s manager has made the GM look even better. Other teams of interest include Port Richey and Boston; both of these teams despite being saddled with high costs/win have done better than expected. Give the managers some credit for making best of a motley crew of overpaid ballplayers. Finally the worst luck/managerial performance goes to Northwoods---playing 7 games worse than would be expected. One run game record is poor, 5-11, but even if it were 8-8, the Moose manager still has some ‘splainin to do.

	MONEYBALL
	
	
	

	BRASSWORLD 2003
	American
	
	

	COBB
	Contract$
	Wins
	$$$/Win

	Silver Sluggers
	25.6
	29
	0.88

	Greenville Black Sox
	42.8
	46
	0.88

	Rivendell Knights
	49.4
	40
	1.24

	West Bend Rocks
	42.8
	34
	1.26

	Syracuse Sky Chiefs
	48.7
	52
	0.94

	Waukesha Keglers
	48.6
	48
	1.01

	
	
	
	

	Total for Cobb division
	257.9
	249
	1.04

	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	
	
	

	Plum Island Greenheads
	44.8
	45
	1.00

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	39.3
	34
	1.16

	Portland Grays
	25.4
	37
	0.69

	San Bernadino Stampede
	25.1
	36
	0.70

	Toontown Rabbits
	48.1
	51
	0.94

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	39.2
	38
	1.03

	MONEYBALL
	
	
	

	Total for  Ruth division
	221.9
	241
	0.92

	National
	
	
	

	AARON
	Contract$
	Wins
	$$$/Win

	Annadale Anteaters
	36.4
	41
	0.89

	Buckeye Eclipse
	37.9
	42
	0.90

	Abilene Longhorns
	48.1
	44
	1.09

	Virginia Patriots
	41.1
	47
	0.87

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	40
	45
	0.89

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	31.7
	28
	1.13

	
	
	
	

	Aaron Division Totals
	235.2
	247
	0.95

	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	
	
	

	Aspen Rainmakers
	47.7
	48
	0.99

	Boston Braves
	35.1
	31
	1.13

	Maryland Mounders
	47
	51
	0.92

	Northwoods Moose
	25.7
	26
	0.99

	Taggart Titans
	31.6
	34
	0.93

	West Oakland Wolverines
	44.1
	45
	0.98

	
	
	
	

	Mays Division Totals
	231.2
	235
	0.98

	
	

	Total Value of Contracts
	946.2

	Average per team
	39.425

	Average # of Wins
	40.5

	Average $$$/Win
	0.97

	Standard deviation
	0.14
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	Pythagorean Analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COBB
	Runs
	OppRuns
	Proj W-L%
	Proj Wins
	Real Wins
	Manager quality (

	Silver Sluggers
	386
	476
	0.397
	32.1
	29
	(3.1)

	Greenville Black Sox
	268
	290
	0.461
	37.3
	46
	8.7

	Rivendell Knights
	410
	418
	0.490
	39.7
	40
	0.3

	West Bend Rocks
	326
	351
	0.463
	37.5
	34
	(3.5)

	Syracuse Sky Chiefs
	481
	362
	0.638
	51.7
	52
	0.3

	Waukesha Keglers
	407
	333
	0.599
	48.5
	48
	(0.5)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plum Island Greenheads
	397
	351
	0.561
	45.5
	45
	(0.5)

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	397
	441
	0.448
	36.3
	34
	(2.3)

	Portland Grays
	344
	419
	0.403
	32.6
	37
	4.4

	San Bernadino Stampede
	319
	368
	0.429
	34.8
	36
	1.2

	Toontown Rabbits
	427
	287
	0.689
	55.8
	51
	(4.8)

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	384
	408
	0.470
	38.0
	38
	(0.0)

	Pythagorean Analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AARON
	Runs
	OppRun
	Proj W-L%
	Proj Wins
	Real Wins
	Manager quality (

	Annadale Anteaters
	347
	327
	0.530
	42.9
	41
	(1.9)

	Buckeye Eclipse
	439
	453
	0.484
	39.2
	42
	2.8

	Abilene Longhorns
	380
	336
	0.561
	45.5
	44
	(1.5)

	Virginia Patriots
	395
	297
	0.639
	51.7
	47
	(4.7)

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	413
	391
	0.527
	42.7
	45
	2.3

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	323
	466
	0.325
	26.3
	31
	4.7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aspen Rainmakers
	354
	287
	0.603
	48.9
	48
	(0.9)

	Boston Braves
	285
	424
	0.311
	25.2
	31
	5.8

	Maryland Mounders
	422
	327
	0.625
	50.6
	51
	0.4

	Northwoods Moose
	354
	424
	0.411
	33.3
	26
	(7.3)

	Taggart Titans
	364
	413
	0.437
	35.4
	34
	(1.4)

	West Oakland Wolverines
	363
	336
	0.539
	43.6
	45
	1.4


Maryland Mounders

July Newsletter

At the halfway point of this inaugural Brassworld season, the Mounders find themselves atop the Mays Division with a 51-30 record, 3 games ahead of the powerhouse Aspen Rainmakers and just 6 games ahead of arch-rival Bill Ziem’s West Oakland squad.  The team has gotten this far largely on the backs of a good offense, which is #2 in the league in batting average (.278) and OB (.351), third in slugging (.448) and 4th in runs scored (422).  The team is slow, but has 5 good bats at the top of the lineup, and usually goes 7 deep with decent hitters.  Without much argument, Tim Salmon (.343 16 HR 62 RBI) is the team MVP for the first half, and he has been excellent all season long.  Todd Helton (.314 11 64) and Jeff Kent (.309 15 54) have also been solid run producers in the middle of the lineup.  Damien Miller, Matt Franco, and Quinten McCracken have contributed in part-time rolls, as the team’s bench has also been solid.

The pitching staff has also been solid, just not as noteworthy as the offense.  The team is #6 in ERA (3.68), largely because the back end of the bullpen has been phenomenal (28 saves, second in the league.  John Smoltz (1.14, 17 saves), Darren Holmes (0.84, 5 wins, 3 saves) and Alan Embree (1.29, 4 saves) have all been hot and helped pick up a mediocre middle relief core.  In much the same manner, the top of the rotation (Nomo, 8-3, 3.45; Clement, 9-5, 3.73; and Redman, 11-3, 3.63) has made up for a weak back-end of the rotation, although Brad Radke (2-5, 3.67) probably deserves better than his record indicates, as he seems to be running up against the top pitchers in the league every time out.

July will be an interesting test, as the Mounders play Toontown, Virginia, Abilene, Buckeye, and other powerhouses, proving there is no soft part in the Brassworld schedule. 

Things are also promising down on the farm.  Late pick Lew Ford looks like he may be ready to contribute as a 5th outfielder next season, Alex Cintron looks ready to contribute to the SS mix soon, and Brad Lidge and Carl Sadler look like they will develop into solid fillers in the bullpen for Holmes and Embree, who will depart as free agents after this season. Management also has hopes that Victor Martinez will be able to step into at least a regular platoon role at catcher for next season, replacing free agent Roberto Machado.  Obviously, Martinez is expected to be a big part of the future in Maryland.  Matt Kinney, who has been horrible in middle relief this season, will be down in the minors working on another pitch (spitball, perhaps?) to be converted into a starter.

So, on balance, the team has been quite fortunate, at the major league and minor league level, so far this season.  I will be squeezing hard on my lucky rabbit’s foot the rest of the season hoping my good luck continues.

Half season rap-up: Home/road splits, one-run games, normalized records, and how the playoff picture is shaping up

Daniel Valois

We have now completed half of the inaugural Brassworld season, and it has been loads of fun so far. With a reasonable number of games played, we are now in a position to determine who the good teams are and how the playoff picture shapes up. There are two interesting questions we may want to ask ourselves at this point: (i) which teams are most likely to improve or regress in the second half? And (ii) which teams appear to have the best chances to win it all? This is all speculation at this point, but that’s the fun of it, right?

One thing that needs no speculation is that, judging from their current overall records, there are some very strong teams in this league. To name but one per division, Syracuse, Toontown, Virginia, and Maryland all look pretty good, both performance-wise and on paper.

However, won-lost records don’t always tell the whole story. Baseball is a game of skills, but also a game of luck, a fact that is conveyed in strat by the random rolls of the dice. Whether they are right or wrong, one result that sabermetricians (no, I’m not a stathead- not that there’s anything wrong with that …) attribute to random luck is the outcome of games that are decided by the slightest of margins, i.e. one run. Still, doing well in one-run games can sometimes end up being the difference between winning a pennant and a third place finish.

Another factor that tips the balance of results is, like in any sport, the home field advantage. Generally speaking, teams perform better at home than they do on the road. This might even be more of a factor in Brassworld given that home managers, if not playing via NetPlay, have the advantage of playing against their opponent’s computer manager. As carefully as one programs his CM, and as much as HAL has improved over the years, the fact remains that it’s not the optimal way to manage a team. Managing it yourself is. (That’s why I encourage everybody to use NetPlay as much as they can. Plus, it’s a lot more fun squaring off with another human being than it is with a cyber non-being. And, let’s face it, the win is much more satisfactory and the loss less frustrating.)

While it is difficult, if not impossible, to factor the overall effects of the random rolls of the dice out of a team’s record, it is possible with both one-run game results and home/road records; their effects are quantifiable. In doing so, and assuming that things remain the same from July to September, we get at least an idea of each individual team’s likelihood to improve, regress, or stay put in the second half. More precisely, the idea is that the less a team has benefited from the home field advantage and one-run game results (negative splits), the more likely it is to improve in the second half, while a team that has benefited the most (positive splits) is more likely to regress or stay put. In the process we may also be able to identify which teams will be the toughest come playoff time. 
The method is not scientific, but it has some merit as it uses some kind of personalized version of the standard sabermetric approach random luck measurement (left out of the equation is the Pythagorean calculation of run differentials; I just don’t know the formula, and I’m not sure I’m a firm believer either). There are some caveats, though (more details below): The sample size is a little small, and the method is not foolproof. For one thing, the teams’ April-June overall record may have been affected by “bad luck” altogether in spite of neutral home/road and one-run game splits. Still it’s a fun way to break down the numbers and to look at each team’s individual performance beyond its overall won-lost record. Besides it still gives us a fairly accurate idea of the relative strength of the current .500+ teams.

On with the show.

Home/road splits

When determining how much a team deviates from the norm in any given performance measure, the first thing to establish is, of course, the norm itself. In the case of home/road splits, we want to know how all teams perform at home on average, and compare each individual team to this average in order to see whether a given team performs better or worse than the norm.

One-run games

This is pretty straightforward. Assuming that one-run games are determined by shear luck (and, yes, this is debatable), a team not affected by random results should have a .500 record in these contests. A better record than .500 is a negative (luck involved), a worse record a positive (bad luck involved).

Illustration

Let’s illustrate with a fictitious example.

Say Team A has an overall record of 60-40, with a 34-16/ 26-24 home/road (H/R) split, and has a 10-6 record in one-run games. Let’s further say that the league’s average home-road differential is 2, i.e. that, on average, teams are 2 games better at home than they are on the road  (e.g. a team with a 20-30/18-32 split falls within the norm).

Team A’s home record is 8 games better than its home record, meaning that it performs 6 games better than the league average (8 minus 2); its 10-6 record in one-run games also says that Team A performs 4 games better than the norm. (IMPORTANT NOTE: Keep in mind that the fact that a team is x number of games over .500 in one-run games means that it has actually won x/2 games wore than it should have; for example, if 2 of the 16 one-run games had been decided in favor of its opponent, Team A would have played for .500, i.e. 8-8; the same reasoning applies to the H/R differential; as we will see shortly, this is taken into account in the overall calculation since all differentials are ultimately divided in 2). This is summarized below:


Games

H/R game diff (= 8)
One-run game diff.



Over .500
minus league diff.



(= 2)

Team A
20

+6

+4




The first impression we get from Team A’s splits is that, although it has a very solid record, it has also been somewhat “lucky” by performing better than the norm in both home and one-run games. It’s still a good team, but what we’d like to know is how good it really would be if we strip away random luck - or “over performance” - from its won-lost record. One way to achieve this is to deduct the over performance numbers from Team A’s overall record.  In this particular case the calculation goes like this:

20 – 6 - 4 = 10

That is, 20 games over .500, minus the 6 games over the league norm in H/R splits, minus the 4 games over .500 in one-run games. The resulting number is 10. This is what I call the Balanced Performance Indicator (BPI). This indicator tells us how many games over .500 a team should be if random luck is taken out of the equation. In Team A’s case, the BPI suggests that it should be 10 games over .500 instead of 20, i.e. its normalized record should be worse than its actual record.

To calculate Team A’s normalized record, we first establish what the .500 record should be given the number of games played by Team A. For 100 games played, the .500 record is 50-50. In order to get to the desired 10 games over .500 normalized record, we need to divide the BPI in 2 and add the result to the 50 wins, while subtracting it from the 40 losses. Dividing 10 in 2 is 5, and adding 5 to the wins and subtracting 5 from the losses yields a 55-45 record, 10 games over .500; that  is Team A’s normalized record.

Projecting Team A’s normalized record over 162 games and comparing it to a 162-game projection of its actual record gives un an idea of what Team A’s record would be if random luck did not enter the picture over an entire season.

 x number of (normalized) wins in y number of games ( z number of wins in 162 games
we get a projected record (based on its actual 100-game record) of 97-65, and a normalized record of 89-73. That’s an 8-game difference, in other words, the potential difference between a pennant and a fourth place finish.

Let’s now look at the teams that are playing for .500 or better so far in our league.

Brassworld’s current .500 teams

Before we get into the teams’ records as such, we need to establish how home teams in Brassworld fare on average. 

At this point, there have been 972 games played. Home teams have won 500 of those games, losing 472, good for a .514 average. The overall game difference is +28. Spread among the 24 teams, we get the average home team differential of 1.17. In other words, with respect to their overall records teams perform an average of 1.17 games better at home than they do on the road. Teams with a higher differential “over perform” at home, while teams with a lower differential “under perform”.

Concerning one-run games, it’s a zero-sum thing. As many teams win one-run games as they lose them. Consequently, I will just compute the number of games over .500 a team has in those contests.

Let’s now look at the teams with .500 or better records so far (I use this cut-off point both for simplicity (and laziness) as well as an indication of a team’s likelihood to make the playoffs as things stand right now; it does not mean that teams presently playing below .500 have no chance to make the playoffs; we still have a long, long way to go; I come back to this below). The splits for those teams look as follows (teams presented in alphabetical order):

Table 1. Home/road and one-run game splits for teams playing .500+  in the first half









One-run




      



H#R game
games


Overall
 pct.
Home
 pct.
Road
 pct.
diff
diff.

Abilene
44-37
.543
24-18
.571
20-19
.513
+2.5
+1

Annadale
41-40
.506
21-21
.500
20-19
.513
-0.5
-1


Aspen
48-33
.593
22-17
.564
26-16
.619
-2.5
-1

Buckeye
42-39
.519
24-18
.571
18-21
.462
+4.5
+8

Greenville
46-35
.568
26-16
.619
20-19
.513
+6.5
+13 y
Lafontaine Park
45-36
.556
23-18
.548
22-17
.564
-0.5
+3


Maryland
51-30
.630
26-13
.667
25-17
.595
+2.5
-1

Plum Island
45-36
.556
27-12
.692x
18-24
.429
+10.5
0

Syracuse
52-29
.642
29-13
.690
23-16
.590
+4.5
+6


Toontown
51-30
.630
27-12
.692 x
24-18
.571
+4.5
-7

Virginia
47-34
.580
21-21
.500
26-13
.607
-6.5
-2


Waukesha
48-33
.593
27-15
.643
21-18
.538
+4.5
+1

West Oakland
45-36
.556
22-17
.564
23-19
.548
+0.5
+4

x- League high; league low: West Bend, –9.5

y- League high; league low: Taggart, Silver, -9

To illustrate how the game difference works, let’s look at my own team’s splits:

Lafontaine Park
W
L
pct.
Diff.

Road
22
17
.564
 ---

Home
23
19
.556
 0.5

This means that Lafontaine Park performs one half game worse at home than it does on the road. 

From the data in Table 1 we see that:

· Plum Island has benefited the most from the home field advantage, while Virginia has the least;

· Greenville was the best (or luckiest)  in one-run games, and Toontown by far the unluckiest

Those are among the performances that deviate from the norm. So the question is, what should everybody’s record be if “everything else was equal”, that is, if all records were normalized to the league average? Let’s see.

The effect of random results on a team’s overall record is reflected in the BPI. As mentioned above, this indicator shows how many games over .500 a team should be if random luck was taken out of the equation. Let’s look at the table below (team presented in order of BPI, the calculation of which is explained in details right below Table 2)).

Table 2. Balanced Performance Indicator (BPI) rankings for teams playing .500+ in the first half



Games
H/R game diff. minus
One-run 
BPI  



over. 500
league diff. 

games / 2





Virginia
13

 -7.67

-1
21.67

Toontown
21

+ 3.33

-3.5
21.17


Maryland
21

 +1.33

-0.5
19.72

Aspen
15

-3.67

-0.5
19.17

Syracuse
23

+ 3.33

+3
16.67

Waukesha
15

+3.33

+0.5
11.17

Lafontaine Park
  9

 -1.67

+1.5
 9.17

West Oakland
  9

 +0.67

+2
6.33

Abilene
  7

+1.33

  +0.5
5.17

Annadale
  1

-1.67

-0.5
3.17

Plum Island
  9

+9.33

0
-0.33

Greenville
11

+5.33

+6.5
-0.83

Buckeye
  3

+3.33

+4
-4.33

Let’s illustrate in details how we arrive at the BPI number using Aspen as an example.

So far, the Rainmen are 15 games over .500, while performing below the norm at home (-2.5) and in one-run games (-1). What we would like to know is, what would Aspen’s record be if the team had performed within the league’s norm? The idea here is that the two aforementioned factors (H\R splits, one-run game differential) should be credited to the team’s overall record in order to reflect the record it should have everything else being equal. So Aspen gets a 3.67 games credit for H/R splits (which is Aspen –2.5 H/R differentia minus the league H/R differential 1.17, i.e. (-2.5) – (1.17). In other words, Aspen has performed 3.67 games below the norm at home. Crediting this number to the team puts them at the league average in H/R splits; they also get a 0.5 games credit for the one-run game differential, that is, 1 divided in 2; this makes Aspen a .500 team in one-run games. The calculation comes to an overall credit of 4.17. Added to the 15 games over .500, the total comes to 19.17. This represents how many games over .500 Aspen should be if random luck was factored out of the first half results. With this, the Rainmen’s record is now normalized. 

Here are the normalized records for all .500+ teams at half-point.

Table 3. Normalized records for teams playing .500+ in the first half (rounded to the next decimal)

Actual record
 projected normalized record






W
L
Adj. W
 Adj. L

Syracuse
52
29

49
32

Toontown
51
30

51
30




Maryland
51
30

50
31



Aspen
48
33

50
31

Virginia
47
34

51
30
 

West Oakland
45
36

44
37

Greenville
46
35

40
41

Lafontaine Park
45
36

45
36

Abilene
44
37

43
38

Plum Island
45
36

40
41



Buckeye
42
39

38
43

Annadale
41
40

42
39

Now, it would be interesting to see what the full effect of random luck would be over a full season. In other words, he next question is, what would each team’s record at the end of the season if be if the second if the second half played out like the first half? To see this, we need to project the normalized records over 162 and compare the results to 162-game projections of the teams’ actual records. Here’s what we find (rounded to the next decimal):

Table 4. Number of wins in the first half   projected over 162 games (ordered by normalized increase)


Actual
normalized
normalized increase

Virginia
94
102
8%
Aspen
96
100
4%

Annadale
82
84
2%

Toontown
102
102
0%

Lafontaine Park
90
90
0%

Maryland
102
100
-2%





West Oakland
90
88
-2%

Abilene
88
86
-2%

Syracuse
104
98
-6%

Buckeye
84
76
-10%
Plum Island
90
80
-11%

Greenville
92
80
-13%

THIS IS IMPORTANT: The number of projected normalized wins is not a prediction of the actual number of wins a team should have at the end of the year. Rather, it’s a way to measure the likelihood of a team to improve or not in the second half, and to identify those teams for which it could be more difficult to maintain their current level of performance. To be clear once again, I’m not saying, for instance, that Buckeye should win only 76 games overall. Luck or not, what was gained was gained. I’m only saying that stripping random luck off Buckeye’s first half won-lost record, and projecting the results over 162 games, we come to 76 wins. Comparing this figure with Buckeye’s projected actual record gives us an indication on whether we should expect the team to improve or not during the second half.

The normalized increase column is the important one in Table 4. Assuming that things eventually even out, the larger the difference between actual and normalized record, the more likely a team is to experience a change in performance. According to this calculation, there is one team that sticks out as the one most likely to improve in the second half: Virginia, followed by Aspen and, marginally, Annadale. All three teams have been unlucky on both fronts. They have a worse record on the road than at home, and have lost more one-run games than they have won. All three teams also play for over .500 on the road, which is a good sign for future performance. What sets Virginia apart as the team most likely to improve is the highest negative (positive for the Patriots) H\R splits of the current .500 teams. If this somewhat corrects itself in the second half, we’re in trouble (by “we” I mean my fellow National Leaguers and I).

At the other end of the spectrum, the calculation shows that it will very difficult for Greenville, Plum Island, and Buckeye to improve on their first half records of 46, 42, and 45 wins respectively. While both Greenville and Buckeye have over performed both at home and in one-run games, Plum Island comes even in the latter. However, the Greenheads have the largest H/R split differential in the league. More importantly, in spite of the fact that they have the highest winning percentage at home in the league, they are playing under .500 on the road by a healthy margin (for a contending team - they’re the only one of the 6 teams to have a .600+ record at home not to play for .500 on the road). Unless there’s dramatic improvement on the road, it looks like the ‘Heads would have to play at a .700 clip at home for the rest of the year in order to improve on their overall record in the second half. As for Greenville, they perform a little better than the norm at home, but they at least play for over .500 on the road, which bodes well. However, if those 13 games over .500 in one-run games revert to a more normal differential in the second half, improvement could be difficult. Buckeye is a particular case. They have better H/R splits than the norm and have won 8 more one-run games than they have lost, so there’s a possibility that these two factors revert back to the norm. In addition, Trader Ray went into a trading frenzy last month (which was a lot of fun to watch, by the way), therefore altering his June roster significantly, the effect of which I have absolutely no idea about.

Generally speaking, then, we may say that improvement in the second half is more plausible for those teams whose normalized increase is at or above 0%. The further from this neutral cut-off point, the more likely a change in performance is, in one direction or the other.

One thing to keep in mind is that random luck here is only defined in terms of H/R splits and one-run games. This does not include the overall random rolls of the dice, although some of it is built into the H/R and one-run game splits. More precisely it does not include the possibility that some team may have been lucky or unlucky the whole time both at home and on the road (I hope it’s clear at this point that good or bad luck only one way, e.g. bad luck only the road or good luck only at home, is included in the normalization). I have no idea how to do this, nor do I know if it’s in fact possible; or if it happens at all. But if you ran simulations of a league’s schedule, say, five times, chances are that you’d get significantly different results from time to time for one given team. What I do know is, the more data we have, the more likely that this factor is to be neutralized. With only three months’ worth of statistics, I’m not sure we can dismiss it.

Finally, the projections do not take into consideration the possibility that some teams improve the rest of the way due to trades, adjusted strategies, well-planned player usage, and a more favorable schedule.  All of these are factors that may alter the overall picture in Table 4.

Now, having said all that, although the calculation has some base in reality, this is all speculation, numbers, probabilities, and possibilities. It doesn’t mean the rest of the season will unravel as described in Tale 4. That’s because the methodology used to calculate the likelihood for teams to improve or regress supposes that random luck eventually evens out during the course of a season. Well, it doesn’t work that way. Things don’t always even out. And that’s a good thing. After all, that’s why we play the games.  

So, who’s going to defy the odds?

What’s in the cards for the Diamonds?

OK. Time to be self-centered now. Let’s look at the one team that I know best, the Lafontaine Park Diamonds, to get an idea of how things could develop in the second half, and how they could be different from the first half.

The team had a solid April at 16-10 (8-5 both at home and on the road) but a disastrous May at 13-16 (7-7 at home, 6-9 on the road), getting beaten in the process by scores of 16-9, 10-3, 13-0, and 10-1 (the latter two at home, to boot)!. Needless to say, the team’s ERA took a beating. The highlight of the month was the four losses in relief by usually reliable Jamie Walker. But the Diamonds bounced back in June with a 16-10 record (7-6 at home, 9-4 on the road).

Overall, the picture looks reasonably bright for a number of reasons. 

First, the Diamonds have completely neutral splits, i.e. their projected record is the same as their projected normalized record. This means that luck, at least as defined in this article, did not play a major part in the team’s record. The team plays for over .500 on the road; it is fifth in runs scored, third in OBP, sixth in SLG., and in the middle of the pack in ERA (14th), and aside from the corner outfield positions the team’s defense is generally solid. The Diamonds have stolen only 22 bases, but they’ve also been caught only 3 times, the best success rate in the league, whatever that means; the roster boasts a collection of regulars who can either play most every day or take their regular turns in the rotation the rest of the way, and the bench and the platoons are solid. Finally, the team recently made two much needed acquisitions to bolster a middling pitching staff: Rodrigo Lopez and Braden Looper (although Lopez was a disaster in May, posting a 7.43 ERA; he bounced back in June with a 2.84 ERA), and two solid utility players- and much needed left-handed bats- in Geoff Blum and Damon Minor.

This all sounds very nice. But there’s a catch: The second half schedule. The next two months will be brutal for LPD. The team’s opponents? Among others:

July: Virginia (8 times), Aspen (3), Waukesha (3), West Oakland (3). 

August: Abilene (8 times), West Oakland (6), Maryland (6), Virginia (6), Aspen (3).

Ouch.

Good trading

Daniel Valois

Be it to improve your team immediately or to build for the future, trading is a very important aspect of league play. It’s certainly one that I really enjoy, especially because of the interaction with other league members. However, trading is also a tricky exercise if only because of the imperfect nature of Internet intercommunication. One the one hand, you want to get as much of a return as possible on your players, since this is obviously part of the game; but on the other hand, you don’t want to tick off your opponent by making outrageous (counter)proposals or treating their offers off-handedly. Ultimately, the best trades are those that work for both parties.

There is also the matter of player evaluation: one owner’s assessment of certain players may be very different from yours, both in terms of the intrinsic value of the players and their relative value to the Brassworld team they play with at the time of trade discussions. This is something that has to be gauged, and it may take some time on your part. One thing’s for sure, remaining respectful and polite towards your opponent goes a long way in avoiding the traps of Internet trade discussion.

In order to make the trade discussion process as smooth as possible, I have a few rules that I try to abide bys. Here they are:

(i) always acknowledge an offer from another owner, no matter what the proposal is;

(ii) know your opponent; it helps the discussion if you know the other owner’s needs, financial situation, and his relative position with respect to his divisional/league opponents;

(iii) always try to explain the reasons behind a trade offer, especially if you’re the initiator; this way, your opponent will not think you’re trying to pull a fast one on him if, for some reason, he deems the offer unreasonable;

(iv) try for the most part to avoid curt and dismissive responses; but if it happens go back to the person(s) involved soon after and explained your reaction;

(v) always treat proposals as tentative, not final; myself, I try to look further than the actual offer being made to me; for instance, I rarely dismiss an offer without proposing a counteroffer, unless the type of players proposed do not fit my overall plan; if that’s the case, I let the other owner know that, and tell him that I’m going in a different direction and will not pursue the discussion;

(vi) always follow up or finalize deals; I try never to let another owner wonder whether a given trade discussion is closed or not; even if I see no way a deal can be reached, I will notify the other party accordingly; this way, we can both move on to other dealings if we wish to;

(vii) avoid getting two or more owners involved in a bidding war for (a) certain player(s); it’s unfair and nothing good can come out of this;

(viii) do not try to pull a fast one on another owner; for example, do not try to trade a player you just found out got injured; not only your trade opportunities will be limited with this particular owner, but chances are word will get around and you might find it hard to find trading partners in the future;

(ix) finally, never hold a grudge if a trade discussion goes awry. After all, this is only a game, it’s supposed to be fun.

These are just a general guidelines I observe. I’m not saying that everybody should make these rules theirs, but I think they’re a pretty basic set of rules that will help anybody when it comes to trade discussions.

And here’s something that Brass baseball newbies have certainly found out by now: If you ever need a trading partner, there’s a always Ray Martin!

.

Mat at the bat from Paolo
The keystone masters

Boston is not enjoying a good seasoon but its keystone combination is at the top of the biz. Barry Larkin is the best SS in turning double plays with 0.83 DP per 9 innings. His compadre Brent Abernathy is second among the 2B with 0.85. The top secondbaseman is SanBernardino’s Mark Ellis with 0.87.

Among those with the minimum of two thirds of games played at the position WestBend’s SS Rafael Furcal and Toontown’s 2B Jerry Hairston are in the last place with, respectively, 0.47 and 0.41-

That guy handle a bazooka

Aspen’s Jason LaRue is shooting down the runners at a rate of 62%. At a distant 44% there are West Oakland’s Bengie Molina and Annadale’s Mike Lieberthal-

A goalie is needed in the Park

Lafontaine Park’s catchers Craig Wilson and Matt LeCroy are leading the pack with 34 combined passed balls in 527 innings. Buckeye’s Paul LoDuca is third, but with 12 in 648 innings.

His glove doesn’t help his arm

Maryland’s pitcher Mark Redman committed 7 errors in 101.2 innings. Surprisingly enough he’s given up only 4 unearned runs.

He cleans all the bases

Who is the the best clean-up hitter? Batting fourth for Abilene, Manny Ramirez is leading the Brassworld in batting average (.367), OBP (.467), SLG (.770) and OPS (1.236), but he batted in only 38 runs that is the near the half of the leader. Plum Island’s Cliff Floyd is leading the way with 73. Torii Hunter, Annadale, is second with 71.

Pitchers at bat

Annadale’s Russ Ortiz is helping his cause leading the Brassworld either in homers (3) and hits (14). Randy ‘Big Unit’ Johnson, playing for Syracuse, is at the top putting down 10 sacrifice hits-

The All Fielding Team

At the halfway of the first Brassworld season this is the All Fielding Team: C J.LaRue, Aspen, 1.000; 1B J.Olerud, Aspen, .999; 2B C.Biggio, Waukesha, .997; V.Castilla, Boston, .986; M.Bordick, Williamsburg, 1.000; LF R.Fick, Virginia, 1.000; CF J.Damon, West Oakland, 1.000; RF J.Drew, Silver, 1.000; P C.Schilling, Portland, 1.000-

Left is best

Using Paul Johnson’s Estimated Run Production formula to evaluated the offensive performance of the players, there is no surprise in seeing Barry Bonds, Toontown, at the top with 100 runs. Trailing him are five lefties: Jim Thome, Williamsburg (80), Brian Giles, Syracuse (77), Larry Walker, Syracuse (74), Jason Giambi, Rivendell (69.3), Bobby Abreu, West Oakland (69.1).

The first right handed hitter is Buckeye’s Albert Pujols, seventh, with 68.8-

The winning shot

12 of 56 RBI’s of Virginia’s Nomar Garciaparra were the deciding run of the game.

Make contact

Craig Counsell, Williamsburg, is the harder hitter to fan. He was fanned 20 times in 311 plate appearences, that is one strike out every 15.6 PA’s. Abilene’s Edgardo Alfonzo and Greenville’s Omar Vizquel are trailing with 13.3 and 13.1 respectively.

Take the pitch

Eric Hinske, Silver, is taking the most pitches per PA (4.11). Among those with at least 250 PA’s, Silver’s Carlos Beltran, Waukesha’s Randy Winn, Olerud and Ja.Giambi follow at 3.98-

Hit in the dirt, in the air

Plum Island’s Juan Pierre has the higher groundball to flyball ratio with 217/94 (2.31). Rivendell’s Aaron Boone the smallest with 100/160 (0.63)

Stealing home

In 972 game played there were only 12 attempts to steal home. Only Hairston was successful. Taggart failed all its three attempts with Frank Catalanotto, Jimmy Rollins and Angelo Jimenez.
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