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Season in Swing

Two months are in the book and the races are starting to assume some shape.  All the divisions are quite close.  Two divisions to note this month are the Ruth for its two-team dominance so far and the Mays for its general lack of assertiveness from any team.  But, of course, there are yet many, many games to play so nothing is given at this juncture.

Website

Just a reminder to all to make use of our fantastic league website.  Henry does a great job of keeping the standings up-to-date.  You will find articles out there before they are printed here- in most cases.  And, if you need to reference a league doc, just head on over to brassworld.org and find what you need.  Plus, it’s a great way to kill a few minutes of boredom at work ( 

Bob Askin & Stats

Hey guys, let’s hold off swamping Bob with results emails at his work until he has something setup at home.  For now, just hang on to your results and pass them along to Bob when he has a definitive new virtual home.  Thanks.  However, flood Corey full of results if you wish (
	May Performances
	PORTLAND
	A dominant month from the Grays as they stormed through May and ended the month with 40 wins already.  Overall, the rook, D-Train leads the club with 7 W’s despite an ERA over five.  18 wins on the road is BW’s best after May play.
	RUTH

1

	Jason Giambi: .306 BA, 14 HR
	40-15
	
	

	Marcus Giles: .341 BA, 14 2B
	Home: 22-7
	
	

	Edgar Renteria: .370 BA, 20 RBI
	Road: 18-8
	
	

	Dontrelle Willis: 4-0, 3.23 ERA
	Division: 11-3
	
	

	Joe Borowski: 8 SV, 0.95 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Curt Schilling: 3-0, 4 BB, 36 K
	310 For
	218 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	PLUM ISLAND
	The Greenheads are holding tight in the Ruth race so far.  The staff’s 3.26 ERA is tops in the AL.  After a horrible May, Mike Sweeney is hitting only .181 on the year.  Carlos Zambrano is a perfect 9-0.  Soriano has scored 48 runs in 55 games.
	RUTH

2

	Alfonso Soriano: .709 SLG
	38-17
	
	

	Mark Kotsay .305 BA 8 2B
	Home: 21-8
	
	

	Mike Sweeney: .155 BA
	Road: 17-9
	
	

	Carlos Zambrano: 5-0, 1.47 ERA
	Division: 10-4
	
	

	Sidney Ponson: 4-1, 3.08 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Guillermo Mota: 4-0, 25 IP
	281 For
	198 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	GOTHAM CITY
	Gotham stumbled a tad in May as they went 13-16 for the month.  Of note, the Gargoyles went a combined 0-10 versus Portland and LP.  Ouch!  Gary Sheffield is off to a fantastic start in ’04 as he is hitting .367 with a .691 slugging pct.
	RUTH

3

	Gary Sheffield: .336 BA, 25 RBI
	30-25
	
	

	Jeff Bagwell: 10 HR, 23 RBI
	Home: 15-14
	
	

	Carlos Guillen: .229 BA
	Road: 15-11
	
	

	Jason Johnson: 4-1, 4.14 ERA
	Division: 5-9
	
	

	Brett Myers: 1-3, 6.29 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	LaTroy Hawkins: 0-3, 6.55 ERA
	324 For
	274 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	SAN BERNARDINO
	The Stampede produced a fine 18-11 month of May to propel themselves into the thick of the race.  A-Rod currently hitting .251 but surely he will correct that shortly.  Randy Wolf reversed a horrible April with a nice May (left).
	RUTH

4

	Jeff Conine: .308 BA, 8 HR, 18 R
	29-26
	
	

	Mark Ellis: .195 BA
	Home: 17-12
	
	

	A-Rod: .226 BA, 21 RBI
	Road: 12-14
	
	

	Keith Foulke: 0.00 ERA, 17 IP, 4 H
	Division: 5-9
	
	

	Randy Wolf: 4-1, 2.38 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	John Garland: 1-4, 5.51 ERA
	272 For
	259 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	TOONTOWN
	Like the Stampede, the Rabbitts jumped into the thick of things with an 18-11 month of May of their own.  However, the team is still struggling on the road and six of the May wins came from the lowly Rivendell Nine.  Team ERA stands at 5.56.
	RUTH

5

	Barry Bonds: .488 OBP, 25 runs
	27-28
	
	

	Mark Loretta: .353 BA, 17 RBI
	Home: 18-11
	
	

	Alex Gonzalez: .288 BA, .588 SLG
	Road: 9-17
	
	

	Kevin Millwood: 4-2, 1.91 ERA
	Division: 6-8
	
	

	Mariano Rivera: 4-1, 6.08 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jeriome Robertson: 3-1, 4.89 ERA
	297 For
	317 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	WILLIAMSBURG
	The Burgesses have tumbled to the bottom of the Ruth and they only have to look to their paltry five road wins.  Sosa & Cornejo went a combined 0-10 (left) in their 11 May starts.  Bret Boone’s May exploits did improve his BA to .218.
	RUTH

6

	Bret Boone: 8HR, 21 RBI
	20-35
	
	

	Todd Greene: .133 BA
	Home: 15-14
	
	

	Elmer Dessens: 3-0, 3.29 ERA
	Road: 5-21
	
	

	Odie Perez: 3-2, 2.61 ERA
	Division: 5-9
	
	

	Jorge Sosa: 0-5, 4.45 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Nate Cornejo: 0-5. 4.88 ERA
	210 For
	253 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL Walter Johnson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	Carlos Zambrano, Plum Island
	9
	0
	0
	2.65
	68
	62
	27
	52

	Woody Williams, Syracuse
	7
	5
	0
	3.10
	70
	68
	12
	52

	Keith Foulke, San Bernardino
	3
	1
	12
	0.65
	28
	9
	5
	20


	May Performances
	SYRACUSE
	The Champs find themselves in a battle for the Cobb with the upstart Bay Sox now.  A solid 16-13 May for the Chiefs.  The pop on the club has been a tad weak so far with only 59 dingers from 55 games.  Brian Giles only has 6- oddly low.
	COBB

T-1

	Raffy Palmeiro: .194 BA, 6 HR
	33-22
	
	

	Chad Moeller: .353 BA, 10 2B
	Home: 16-10
	
	

	Ray Durham: 12 2B, 19 RBI
	Road: 17-11
	
	

	Robin Ventura: .143 BA
	Division: 10-4
	
	

	Woody Williams: 5-1, 2.87 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Miguel Batista: 1-3, 2.92 ERA
	300 For
	253 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	BALTIMORE
	The Bay Sox kept running on all cylinders in May as they went 18-11.  If they can improve on the road they may become one of the BW elite in ’04.  Javy Lopez has been ridiculous so far: .345 BA with 24 dingers.  Pedro a nice debut month.
	COBB

T-1

	Rafael Furcal: .353 BA, 8 SB, 10 E
	33-22
	
	

	Aubrey Huff: .271 BA, 11 HR
	Home: 20-6
	
	

	Shawn Green: .224 BA
	Road: 13-16
	
	

	Pedro Martinez: 4-0, 2.39 ERA
	Division: 10-4
	
	

	David Wells: 4-0, 4.83 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Gil Meche: 0-4, 6.89 ERA
	338 For
	273 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	SILVER
	The Sluggers started to live up to some of their pre-season hype with a much better month of May.  Preston Wilson leads the club with 14 homers, despite a .249 BA.  The Sluggers 45 team errors is second-highest in the AL.
	COBB

3

	Carl Everett: .310 BA, 25 RBI
	28-27
	
	

	David Ortiz: .337 BA, 12 2B, 22 R
	Home: 17-9
	
	

	Carlos Beltran: .386 OBP, 9 SB
	Road: 11-18
	
	

	Ben Weber: 5-0, 20 app., 33 IP
	Division: 9-5
	
	

	Matt Mantei: 8 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	John Thomson: 0-4, 5.75 ERA
	277 For
	278 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	GREENVILLE
	A tough month for the Sox.  Only 93 runs were scored in 29 games.  The Sox had the misfortune of seeing both Plum Island and Syracuse in the same month and went a combined 2-10.  Mark Buehrle deserves better than a 4-3 mark.
	COBB

4

	Moises Alou: .290 BA, 19 runs
	24-31
	
	

	Scott Spiezio: .176 BA
	Home: 12-14
	
	

	Omar Vizquel: .161 BA
	Road: 12-17
	
	

	Damian Moss: 0-5, 6.14 ERA
	Division: 6-8
	
	

	Mark Buehrle: 1-3, 3.03 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Tim Redding: 3-2, 4.45 ERA
	213 For
	267 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	RIVENDELL
	The Knights took it on the chin going 7-22 in May.  Tim Salmon has a .412 OBP to lead the club.  Bret Tomko has won two games somehow with his 8.68 ERA after 12 starts.  Rookie MacDougal has a 0.54 ERA in closer’s role.
	COBB

5

	Rich Aurilia: .330 BA, 16 RBI
	18-37
	
	

	Tim Salmon: 22 runs, 9 2B
	Home: 10-16
	
	

	Jody Gerut: .413 OBP, .565 SLG
	Road: 8-21
	
	

	Alex Sanchez: .183 BA, 11 SB
	Division: 4-10
	
	

	Carlos Silva: 0-5, 9.18 ERA, 12 app
	RUNS
	
	

	Livan Hernandez: 3-1, 3.04 ERA
	243 For
	331 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	WAUKESHA
	May was as unkind as April to Kegler fans.  The club still sits on the lowliest rung of BW at the moment.  Mike Lowell has pounded out 18 dingers.  Shane Reynolds is still searching for a W (0-9).  Derek Jeter is hitting .312 to lead Keglers.
	COBB

6

	Derek Jeter: .300 BA, 15 runs
	15-40
	
	

	Mike Lowell: .224 BA, 7 HR
	Home: 9-17
	
	

	Craig Biggio: .165 BA
	Road: 6-23
	
	

	Randy Winn: .208 BA, 2 walks
	Division: 3-11
	
	

	BJ Ryan: 17 IP, 17 BB, 1.02 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Shane Reynolds: 0-4, 7.50 ERA
	210 For
	311 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Alfonso Soriano, Plum Island
	.313
	.362
	.642
	21
	52
	48
	15

	Manny Ramirez, Portland
	.286
	.369
	.571
	16
	53
	47
	0

	Barry Bonds, Toontown
	.330
	.480
	.676
	15
	46
	49
	0


	May Performances
	MARYLAND
	The Mounders have yet to put together a sparkling month.  Still, they do reside at the top of the Mays, albeit tied.  The clubs 125 two-baggers tops BW.  Todd Helton has only 2 dingers so far.  Wow!  Sosa has a pedestrian .338 OBP.
	MAYS

T-1

	Jeff Kent: .350 BA, 15 2B
	30-25
	
	

	Kenny Lofton: .380 BA, 13 SB
	Home: 14-12
	
	

	Todd Helton: .245 BA, 14 2B, 0 HR
	Road: 16-13
	
	

	Sammy Sosa: .214 BA
	Division: 6-8
	
	

	Matt Clement: 4-0, 2.14 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Hideo Nomo: 5-1, 3.09 ERA
	260 For
	219 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	WEST OAKLAND
	The Wolverines have taken advantage of the Mounders abortive start to find themselves tied for the Mays lead.  Richie Sexson is off to a sensational start for WOW.  Esteban Loaiza is 9-2 and thus living up to off-season expectations.
	MAYS

T-1

	Marquis Grissom: .381 BA, 9 HR
	30-25
	
	

	Richie Sexson: .468 OBP, .723 SLG
	Home: 15-11
	
	

	Jose Hernandez: .124 BA
	Road: 15-14
	
	

	Jerome Williams: 3-0, 2.32 ERA
	Division: 10-4
	
	

	Esteban Loaiza: 4-1, 3.32 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Kerry Wood: 2-3, 5.22 ERA
	273 For
	255 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	SAVANNAH
	The Gnats mis-stepped in May and thus fell a few games out of the April lead they had shared.  John Flaherty (left) will never see a better month than he had in May.  Rough May has rook Podsednik hitting .229.  Mark Prior is 5-2.
	MAYS

3

	John Flaherty: .368 BA, 7 HR
	28-17
	
	

	Scott Podsednik: .178 BA, 11 SB
	Home: 14-12
	
	

	Frank Thomas: .306 BA, 10 2B
	Road: 14-15
	
	

	Brian Anderson: 4-1, 3.63 ERA
	Division: 8-6
	
	

	Jose Mesa: 0-3, 11.17 ERA, 5 SV
	RUNS
	
	

	Tom Glavine: 2-2, 3.34 ERA
	238 For
	260 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	TAGGART
	If Taggart could win on the road they might get somewhere in the Mays.  Sean Burroughs raised his season’s BA to .295 with a stellar May.  Adam Dunn actually ‘raised’ his BA to .133 after hitting .138 in May.  Man, that is awful.
	MAYS

4

	Lyle Overbay: .382 BA, 7 2B, 34 AB
	25-30
	
	

	Sean Burroughs: .342 BA, 17 RBI
	Home: 16-10
	
	

	Adam Dunn: .138 BA
	Road: 9-20
	
	

	Troy Percival: 0.90 ERA, 4 SV
	Division: 6-8
	
	

	Jake Westbrook: 1-4, 5.89 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Rafgael Soriano: 10 IP, 0 BB, 16 K
	238 For
	266 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	ASPEN
	Well, the reconstituting of Aspen has begun with Pedro shuttled out of town.  Marlon Byrd a nice start in his new environs.  Dave Roberts has 25 SB’s despite a .237 BA.  Ace Jarrod Washburn leads the club in W’s (4) & L’s (7).
	MAYS

T-5

	Marlon Byrd: .371 BA, 20 runs
	20-35
	
	

	Scott Rolen: 8 HR, 27 RBI
	Home: 11-15
	
	

	Luis Gonzalez: .417 OBP, .561 SLG
	Road: 9-20
	
	

	Jason LaRue: .182 BA
	Division: 5-9
	
	

	Wayne Franklin: 2-4, 6.50 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jarrod Washburn: 3-3, 5.63 ERA
	225 For
	268 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	NORTHWOODS
	An improved May now has the Moose at least tied for last.  If they keep up the steady improvement they should be ahead of Taggart in no time.  Joe Cede leads this club in runs scored (30) & rbi (27) despite a .241 BA.
	MAYS

T-5

	Joe Crede: .226 BA, 18 runs
	20-35
	
	

	Orlando Hudson: .348 BA
	Home: 8-18
	
	

	Endy Chavez: .179 BA
	Road: 12-17
	
	

	Miggy Cabrera: .304 BA, 18 RBI
	Division: 7-7
	
	

	Ben Sheets: 3-1, 2.48 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Rick Helling: 1-3, 3.37 ERA
	210 For
	278 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Richie Sexson, West Oakland
	.313
	.423
	.722
	22
	57
	50
	0

	Scott Rolen, Aspen
	.321
	.404
	.627
	13
	42
	30
	1

	Jeff Kent, Maryland
	.316
	.396
	.569
	9
	35
	31
	1


	May Performances
	VIRGINIA
	No team is enjoying the home-cooking (24-5) as much as the Patriots.  Still, the club appears set for a year-long dogfight with LP.  Milton Bradley has been a “poor-man’s Bonds” for the Pats (.490 OBP & .569 SLG).
	AARON

1

	Jay Gibbons: .368 BA, 11 2B
	38-17
	
	

	Carlos Delgado: 7 HR, 16 RBI
	Home: 24-5
	
	

	Jorge Posada: .200 BA, 19 RBI
	Road: 14-12
	
	

	Bartolo Colon: 4-2, 2.45 ERA
	Division: 9-5
	
	

	CC Sabathia: 5-1, 3.20 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Tim Hudson: 2-1, 1.96 ERA
	250 For
	190 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	LAFONTAINE PARK
	The Diamonds enjoyed the return of inter-league play as they went 7-1 versus select Ruth division clubs.  LP playing even better on the road than at home (left).  Mike Cameron has started the season in a deep funk (.185 BA).
	AARON

2

	Jim Edmonds: 10 HR, 20 RBI
	35-20
	
	

	Derrek Lee: .391 BA, .655 SLG
	Home: 18-11
	
	

	Mike Cameron: .189 BA
	Road: 17-9
	
	

	Ricky Ledee: .177 BA, 5 HR, 10 RBI
	Division: 8-6
	
	

	Carl Pavano: 4-0, 3.86 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Rod Beck: 0.90 ERA, 7 saves
	276 For
	207 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	ANNADALE
	Annadale is in solid shape after a 16-13 performance for May.  Garrett Anderson has been simply astounding after two months of play (.373 BA, 16 HR).  Solid pitching staff (3.62 ERA) led my Matt Morris (7-2, 2.75 ERA).
	AARON

3

	Garrett Anderson: .345 BA, 40 H
	30-25
	
	

	Joe Randa: .146 BA
	Home: 18-11
	
	

	Angel Berroa: 16 Runs, 18 RBI
	Road: 12-14
	
	

	Russ Ortiz: 3-1, 2.45 ERA
	Division: 11-3
	
	

	Damaso Marte: 8 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	Paul Wilson: 2-3, 8.17 ERA
	227 For
	212 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	TAMPA BAY
	Tampa continues to float at the .500 mark in ’04.  Rumor has it changes are in store for the Bravos so we’ll have to see if they charge or retreat.  Juan Pierre leads all of BW with 46 swipes- 12 more than Alex Sanchez.  
	AARON

4

	Juan Gonzalez: .408 BA, .735 SLG
	27-28
	
	

	Lance Berkman:  22 R, 17 RBI
	Home: 14-15
	
	

	David Eckstein: .179 BA
	Road: 13-13
	
	

	Armando Benitez: 1-4, 16 app.
	Division: 8-6
	
	

	Freddy Garcia: 3-1, 3.93 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Juan Pierre: .328 BA, 22 SB
	241 For
	241 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	BUCKEYE
	Offensively the Eclipse are one of the better NL teams.  However, the staff coaches just can’t get the pitchers straightened out.  Jamie Moyer needs to improve (6.45 ERA) or he will be filling out change-of-address cards soon.
	AARON

5

	Carlos Lee: .359 BA, .628 SLG
	22-33
	
	

	Albert Pujols: 9 HR, 25 RBI, 21 R
	Home: 12-17
	
	

	Travis Lee: .398 OBP, 9 2B
	Road: 10-16
	
	

	Mark Grudzielanek: .330 BA
	Division: 3-11
	
	

	Brad Radke: 3-1, 3.76 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jamie Moyer: 2-2, 6.64 ERA
	273 For
	285 all.
	
	


	May Performances
	PORT RICHEY
	An abysmal May puts the Sandcranes in the Aaron basement for now.  Tough 0-6 mark vs. cross-state Bravo rivals in May.  Team hit .211 in May- thus scoring only 95 runs.  Pitching staff is better than most with its 4.11 ERA.
	AARON

6

	Orlando Palmeiro: .337 BA, 12 R
	20-35
	
	

	Vernon Wells: .200 BA, 5 HR
	Home: 12-17
	
	

	Phil Nevin: .778 SLG, 36 AB
	Road: 8-18
	
	

	Joel Pineiro: 1-3, 3.44 ERA
	Division: 3-11
	
	

	Denny Stark: 0-4, 5.34 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Casey Fossum: 2-2, 4.28 ERA
	197 For
	270 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL Christy Mathewson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	C.C. Sabathia, Virginia
	8
	2
	0
	3.76
	84
	66
	32
	68

	Matt Clement, Maryland
	8
	1
	0
	2.48
	91
	80
	28
	63

	Esteban Loaiza, West Oakland
	9
	2
	0
	3.49
	88
	86
	18
	77


Trades

94. Buckeye trades Mark Grudzielanek to Virginia for Nick Bierbrodt, Jamey Carroll and Virginia's 2006 1st round draft choice.

95. Buckeye trades Jamie Moyer to Greenville for Greenville's 2005 1st round draft choice.

96. Virginia trades Carlos Febles to Baltimore for a chocolate chip cookie.

97. Greenville trades Wilson Betemit to Virginia for $500,000.

98. Tampa Bay trades Roy Halladay to Lafontaine Park for Wade Miller, Dewon Brazelton and Joel Zumaya.

99. Rivendell trades John Vander Wal to Lafontaine Park for Lafontaine Park's 2005 3rd round draft choice and $375,000.

100. Buckeye trades Cal Eldred and Gary Knotts to Virginia for $450,000.

Upcoming Deadlines

June 30th
Results due to opponents

June 30th
Results due to statisticians (Bob and Corey)

July 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

Toontown was assessed a nuisance fine.

Articles

Some more contributions from BW’s fine membership are below.

Next Issue of News & Report

The halfway point is reached.
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Gotham City @ Williamsburg

Game #1 Burgesses 6-11-0, Gargoyles 5-11-1 13 innings Last year is reprised as Burgesses hang tough and despite 3-0 and a late 5-3 deficit beat Gargoyles 6-5. Burgesses hurl 7 innings of NO-Hit relief, last 4 by Santana. HR-Sanders Thome Counsel for WIL; Coomer for GCG  WP-Santana  LP-Embree

Game #2 Gargolyes 15-18-0 Burgesses 3-9-2 Elmer Dessens and Steve W. Sparks perform the first of what will likely be many tag team appearances. Gargoyles pummel these butchers mercilessly. HR-Cruz Bagwell ChipJones, 2. WP-Lackey was beneficiary and Boyd notched a “save” for 3 IP.

Game #3 Burgesses 6-12-1 Gargoyles 4-6-3  Fielding lapses led to multiple runs; Sheffield had a key miscue in 8th that allowed go ahead runs to score after Gotham City had rallied from a 4-0 deficit to tie it at 4-4. Jose Cruz had 2 errors and a base hit allowed also critical earlier in game; I believe it was all in same inning. WP-Perez 1-1, 3.79  Save-Santana (1) 2.19  LP- Ramirez 1-1, 5.06.  HR-Bagwell (2) Cuddyear (1)—that one tied it in 8th, off Odalis’ card.

Game #4 Gargoyles 5-11-0 Burgesses 1-8-0 Cornejo not up to task giving up 2HRs one of them a crushing 3 run jerk by Chavez (2). Chipper added a HR (3). Burgesses had some chances but could not convert them. WP-Kennedy 1-0, 1.17 Save-Embree (1) 2.35

LP-Cornejo 0-2, 6.00

Greenville at Williamsburg

#1 Burgesses 8-10-0 Black Sox 6-14-2 Damian Moss knocked around for 6 runs all earned on 8 hits + 2BBs. Heredia gave up 2 more. WP-Dessens 1-2, 6.38

Save-Rincon (1) 6.30 LP-Moss 0-1, 13.50. HR-Suzuki (1) Spezio (1) Martinez (2)

#2 Black Sox 5-10-0 Burgesses 4-8-0 Black Sox nibble most innings on Nate Cornejo and build a 5-3 lead. HR-Guillen (1) Sanders (3) Boone (2) WP-Duckworth 2-0, 3.86

S-Gordon (1) 0.00 LP-Cornejo 0-3, 6.16

#3 Burgesses 3-6-0 Black Sox 2-9-2 12 innings  Jacque Jones lead off walk off HR (1) in bottom of 12th off Joe Nathan (L,0-1, 4.91)made a winner of Johan Santana (2-0, 2.95) who hurled 4 hitless innings of relief. One Felipe Lopez error led to an unearned run earlier off Buerhle. 3 DPs aided Burgess cause. Earlier, Thome missed a 1-7 HR chance in 9th to win.

Rivendell @ Williamsburg

#1 Rivendell 8-12-1 WIL 3-7-0  RIV jumped on Jorge Sosa for a 4 spot in first and we didn’t do much with Tomko. We scored a couple with help of error by SS Ginter who was an injury replacement. WP-Tomko 1-0, 2.84  LP-Sosa 0-1, 5.29 HR-Burnitz (1)

#2 Rivendell 6-11-1 WIL 4-9-0  Down 6-0, we lose 6-4 as Jacque Jones muffs a BP HR chance that would have tied score in 8th. The home park here strongly favors the LHB as many of you know; this muff by Jacque left the hometown crowd very disappointed. We couldn’t do a thing with Fassero (W, 1-0, 0.00); the 3 runs came off Grimsley in relief who was staked to 6-0 lead. Burnitz had the HR (2). LP-Maroth 1-1, 4.67 save-Silva (1) 0.00

#3 WIL 3-11-0, Rivendell 2-11-1  Rivendell gets 11 hits and 2 BBs in 4 and 1/3 off Dessens and emerges with only a 2-0 lead and doesn’t find the jugular. WIL nibbles away nearly winning in 8th but a Boone DP kills threat. In 9th, Counsel singles, steals 2nd and Santana tries to bunt him to 3rd but goes 1-2 in count. Next pitch was a passed ball, Counsel to 3rd. Then Tam (L,0-1, 9.00) gives up a single to Santana (W, 3-0, 2.66) off his own card and WIL salvages one game. WIL throws 4 and 2/3 IP of no hit relief.

Baltimore Bay Sox @ WIL

Game #1 Bay Sox 10-14-0 Burgesses 4-9-1  Cornejo (L, 0-4, 7.77)  did not have his “at’em” pitch going tonight and the Bay Sox shredded the Burgesses and did it early going up 8-0 after 3. Cornejo gave up 10 hits in 3 IP. HR-Lopez, Huff, Jones. Matos had a consolation HR off Harden. Dave Burba contributed with a save.

Game #2 BBS 5-8-0 WIL 4-9-0 Burgesses battle back from 3-1 deficit to lead momentarily but Rincon (L, 0-3, 8.76) hands it back to Bay Sox when they score 2 in 8th. Johan Santana uncorked a WP to allow tie breaking run to score. HR-Lopez, Matos

Halama blows save but vultures a win; Kolb shaky in 9th but gets out of a 1st and 3rd one out jam for save.

Game #3 WIL 3-8-0, BBS 1-5-1 Jorge Sosa (W, 1-1, 4.50) is “effectively wild” giving up 4 hits and 5 BBs in 5 innings. Kershner and Santana (S, 2, 2.16) shut down Sox over last 4 innings. HR-Green Counsel (2) JJones (2). Jacque Jones 2 run shot was game winner in 5th. LP-Traschel.
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Port Richey @ Williamsburg  

#1 WIL 3-8-0  PRS 1-6-0  Jorge Sosa and Horacio Ramirez hooked up in a pitchers’ duel but the relievers figured in the decisions. Kershner vultured a win: after allowing a PH HR by Phil Nevin to tie it, Jim Thome got him off the hook with a PH HR in bottom half of inning. Sanders added insurance HR.  Kershner W, 1-1,  4.15  Mateo L, 1-1, 1.48.

Save-DeJean (1) 1.38.

#2 WIL 4-8-1 PRS 3-9-0 11 innings Burgesses come back from early 3-1 deficit to tie on it on Jacque Jones 8th inning BP HR off Julio Mateo, victimized again in this series. Bret Boone’s single up the middle scored Reggie Sanders with winning run. HR-Jones (4) Clark (1) Wells (8) WP-Santana 4-1, 2.83 LP-Urbina 0-2, 2.08.

#3 WIL 4-12-1 PRS 3-10-1   13 innings Thome doubled to lead off the 13th and scored when Bret Boone singled past Marlon Anderson on a GbX.  The ballpark played a large role as much of Port Richey is right handed and thus they were stymied on their BP chances repeatedly. Tony Clark had to play catcher for 4 innings but luckily there were no CA(x) and only a rare baserunner for the Sand Cranes. WP-Kershner, 2-2, 4.00

LP-Baez 0-1, 9.00

#4 WIL 5-9-1 PRS 3-9-0 Burnitz hit 2 HRs (4) and Thome added his 5th as the Burgesses complete the sweep. WP-Perez 2-1, 3.95 Save-Rincon (3) 6.08 LP-Carrasco 0-1, 6.00.

BrassWorld Champion Sky Chiefs at Williamsburg

#1 Burgesses 5-8-0 Sky Chiefs 0-4-1 That’s right Elmer Dessens R9R (W, 2-3, 5.13) himself befuddles the powerful Sky Chief lineup twirling a 4 hit complete game shut out. The coup de grace came in the 8th when with runners on 2nd and 3rd, SKY HAL elects to intentionally walk Tom Goodwin to load bases for Juan “DP” Castro. But as he’s got a great glove, I let him hit and he rewards me with grand slam (1). Shields LP, 3-1, 2.63.

#2 SKY 2-6-0 WIL 0-7-2 Williams (W, 3-4, 2.84) combines with 2 relievers to shutout Burgesses.  Odalis Perez (L,2-2,3.49) was tough luck loser HR-Walker (4).

Save-Gagne (9) 1.29.

#3 RANDY JOHNSON AND 3 RELIEVERS COMBINE TO NO-HIT

BURGESSES, 2-7-0, 0-0-1  My first  no hitter in about 11 seasons of strat. I tried hard to bust it up with 4 pinch hitters (game was close, too, 1-0 through 8 innings) to no avail. All this within a week of his perfecto in TV Baseball. Johnson W 2-1, 3.86 Save-Gagne (10) 1.20

LP-Tough luck for Cornejo-his game of the year L,1-5, 5.03; only 3 hits in 6 innings but it was not enough.

Greenville Black Sox at Williamsburg

#1 GBS 2-10-0 WIL 1-6-0  Like in 2003, we struggle against southpaws. Randy Johnson just no hit us and Mark Buehrle (W, 4-0, 2.36) pitched 8 solid innings against us. Tino Martinez hit a 2 run HR (6) and made a hard luck loser out of Cornejo again (L, 1-6, 4.61)

#2 GBS 3-7-0  WIL 0-5-0  Third shutout against us in last 4 games; again we are victim to a southpaw, D. May (W, 2-3, 4.98). Jorge Sosa pitched well but was wild one inning; he lost and is now 2-2, 3.23. Spooneybarger got his 1st save , 0.00 era.

#3 GBS 9-14-1  WIL 6-11-0  Black Sox play longball as 3 HRs stake them to 7-0 lead. Sox coast rest of way and get the sweep. Redding won 2-1, 3.55 and Maroth took the loss, 1-3, 5.25. HR-Cruz (2) Alou (5) Spezio (4) Thome (6) Clark (2) Save-Gordon (7), 0.66.

Silver Sluggers at Williamsburg

#1 SIL 3-7-0 WIL 2-8-1  Burgesses up 2-0 into 8th when Sluggers add one making it 2-1. Then in 9th, at least 2 fielding glitches along with other single/BBs add 2 more runs and suddenly Burgesses are the losers. Santana was not loser but his fingerprints were on the ball. WP-Weber 2-1, 5.21 Save-Mantei (7) 3.38. LP-DeJean 0-1, 1.45.

#2 WIL 3-9-0 SIL 2-8-0  Hard fought game goes to Burgesses on strength of late 2 run BP HR by Jacque Jones (5). HR-Everett 2 (3). WP-Dessens 3-3, 4.75. S-Santana (3), 2.68. LP-Lawrence 1-4, 8.78.

#3 WIL 8-14-1 SIL 1-3-1  Finally we beat a lefty but good. Al Leiter (L,2-3, 6.06) shows his age as the Burgesses get 9 hits in 5+ IP off of Big Al. Tony Clark and Tom Goodwin jack  HRs #3 and #1 respectively; both were 2 run jobs. Odalis Perez picks up win (3-2, 3.21) and Sparks (2.38) pitches 2 scoreless relief innings.

Toontown Rabbits at Williamsburg


#1 WIL 8-10-0  TOO 3-10-0  Toontown’s starter Dickey got off to a very rocky start allowing 4 runs in first inning; first 5 batters reached base before he set down next 3. Dessens did well scattering 9 hits over 6 innings yet allowing just 2 runs. Boone’s 2 run blast in 7th iced game. HR-Matos (5) Boone (4) Klesko (8) Bonds (7)  Dessens W, 4-3, 4.56  Dickey L, 1-5, 4.98.

#2 TOO 8-13-0  WIL 4-8-1  Toontown busted  a close 2-1 game with a 5 spot in 7th inning. Juan Rincon allowed the first 3 men he faced in relief to get on, and then Sparks the mop up man was called and 2 more got on, including HR by Dmitri Young (2). HR-Bonds (8) Jones (6) Boone (5)  Rivera W,3-1,  3.75  Perez L, 3-3, 3.34

#3 WIL 4-8-0  TOO 3-7-0  Burgesses play longball as all 4 runs are solo shots. Included was Burnitz PH HR (5) to tie it and amazing Bret Boone’s 6th HR and 3rd of series to break a 2-2 tie; Bret converted a “1” split chance --- it was a BP HR. Reggie Sanders immediately followed with his 8th HR. Todd Greene hit his 4th. Johan Santana (W, 5-1, 2.47) pitched well in relief of Cornejo who himself pitched well for 5 innings. Alfonseca lost, 0-2, 4.68. DeJean earned save #2, 1.27.

A nice story from Bill…

Gentlemen-  I've been fortunate, over the years, to have coached my son in his various summer leagues after school baseball has ended.  From 10 and under through American Legion, I've been involved, generally as a first base coach.  This year is the first year my son has played in a men's league.  We have a real good hitting team, but lack depth on the mound.  And, as the following will show, we have problems getting players to the game.

 

A few nights ago, we knew our catcher and an infielder, both starters, would not be there as they are involved in a club team world series in Florida- they both play for Central Michigan University.  My son has a job with a moving company and cannot leave for the game until the particular move he is involved with is finished.  Another starter on our team also works for the same company.  Finally, a fifth starter had a late class and was absent.

 

When I got to the park, I knew that at least 3 guys, (the 2 in Fla and my son) would not be there.  I did not know that the 2 other guys would not arrive.  The bottom line is that we had 8 players.  The head coach and I looked at one another and quickly decided that I would be 'rostered' and play until someone else showed up.  We were on the phone to the other 2 guys to try to explain the situation, but to no avail.  

 

Anyway, as the game approached, I had to find some cleats.  Fortunately, one kid has shoes for me that come close to fitting (they're a little tight) so I put them on.  It's about 5 minutes before game time now, so I decide I'd better loosen up.  I stretch a bit, but it's not doing any good.  I grab one of the guys to play catch and after about 10 throws, realize my arm is starting to hurt, so I discontinue this.

 

All of the sudden, I start to panic.  I look over to the opponents 'bullpen' and am relieved to see a righthander warming up.  (I bat lefthanded and did not need to see any curveballs starting at my head).

 

Anyway, we as coaches decide that I can do the least harm at first base.  Our normal 1bman offers his firstbasemens glove.  It just didn't feel right so I used another regular fielders glove.  Having grown up as a catcher, no glove really feels 'right'. But, I'm still enough of an athlete to be able to catch throws from the infield.  Rightfield was another possibility.  

 

This league is a pretty competitive league.  It's dotted with former minor leaguers, college players and local 'heroes' who still love playing.  Our team is 2-0 having beaten 2 of the weaker teams.  We are playing one of the better teams.  We are the home team.

 

We have our best pitcher on the mound.  Unfortunately, only the shortstop is playing his natural position.  Catching is another pitcher who does not normally start.  Our 1bman is playing 3b.  At 2b is another pitcher who is also a utility man.  In left is a real athlete who will close for us if the stater gets in trouble.  He's usually an infielder.  In CF is our weakest hitter, who, dispite being an athlete and a pitcher, can't hit a lick.  In rightfield is our DH and leadoff hitter who is fast, but a lousy fielder.

 

The other team scores 2 in the top of the first.  We answer with 2 in the bottom half. In the bottom of the 2nd, I get up with no one on and 1 out.  For those of you that only know me as the guy who owns ULO and MFM, I'm a fifty year old guy, a former athlete that is in decent shape- for a fifty year old guy.  It has been 29 years since I played in the very same league.  29 years since I have faced live pitching!  I'm batting 8th in the lineup.  The 9th hitter can't hit at all, but if he gets on base, he's fast, so he's like the 'pre-leadoff man'.

 

Anyway, as you can guess, I'm a bit nervous.  The first pitch comes in- at the letters-  ball 1.  This used to be a strike when I played.  The 2nd pitch is also a ball.  On 2-0 the guy grooves one.  I am way ahead of it and catch it right at the end of the bat.  It's fairly well hit, right down the 1b line- foul by about a foot.  I was that close to a potential double, though I probably would have held up at first.  Our kids in the dugout are oohing and aahing.  Really hooting on me.  On 2-1 the 4th fastball is low and outside.  Strike 2.  I tell the kids not to argue balls and strikes with the ump so I say nothing.  The next pitch is in the same spot so I throw my bat at it and hit a slow roller to 3b.  I run my ass off.  As I'm running I hear my wife laughing.  I get thrown out by a step.  Not a bad AB for a 29 year lay off.

 

In the 4th I'm the 2nd batter of the inning.  We're down 3-2 and the leadoff batter gets to 1b on an error.  Before I'm anywhere near the batters box, our coach and I make eye contact.  It is an obvious bunt situation.  Both of us know this.  So do our opponents.  The bunt sign is given.  The first pich comes in low- almost in the dirt.  I try to bunt it and foul it off.  Stupid.  Bunt strikes, asshole.  The next pitch is a perfect pitch to bunt, belt high, a bit inside.  The 3b, by the way, is playing like it's a softball game- about 40 feet away from me.  I catch the ball right on the sweet spot and lay down a good bunt about 1/2 way between the pitcher and the 1b line.  He has only the play at first.  I'm thrown out easily.  But, I did my job.  The players high-five me coming back to the dugout.  A GREAT feeling.  Unfortunately, we don't score.

 

In the field, I've had nothing but routine catches.  Our infielders did a great job.  No throws in the dirt.  Nothing wild.  Somewhere in the middle innings, a lefty nubs one that is a slow roller past the pitcher in the direction of our 2nd baseman.  To me, it seemed like I made an instantaneous decision to go cut the ball off.  It was the right move.  The ball was traveling much too slow for the 2bman to get there in time.   Anyway, I field it cleanly.  Our pitcher see this and is over covering 1b like he should.  I overhand the ball to him- a mistake, it should have been underhanded.  The throw was high.  I thought he could have caught it, but it was definitely my error. Fortunately, it doesn't cost us as we get out of the inning.

 

I'm leading off the 6th inning.  We're still down, now 4-3.  Each team has homered to get to that score.  Our opponents bring in their closer.  Shit, this guy throws hard.  But, at least, he's right handed.  So far, I have just seen fastballs.  Good thing.  By this time in the game (a 6:15 start), the sun is low in the sky and the background for lefties is a bunch of old trucks past the centerfield fence.  There's a bit of a glare.  I decide to take the first pitch no matter where it is.  A mistake.  He lays a fastball right down the middle.  Best pitch I saw all night.  Fuck!  The next pitch is also a fastball, inside.  I swing and hit a weak popup to the 2bman.  

 

This closer gets the next 5 guys in order and we lose.  

 

It was a lot of fun, and I didn't embarrass myself.  But, as I laid in bed, I was still thinking of that first pitch.  What if I got a hit?  Man, it was a good pitch.  Getting on base could have changed the outcome.  I guess that's why I coach.  I think about things like that.   

 

Baseball is such a great game.  So many things can affect the outcome.  My son, Eric, says that those who don't like baseball, don't understand baseball.  He's right.  People who say that it's 'too slow' are just plain wrong.  They have no clue.
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