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BRASSWORLD YEARBOOK

Well, last month I alluded to the fact that I was working on a “project” for BW.  Now it is complete.  As soon as Henry has it ready out on the website, you will be able to download BW’s first yearbook.  I have assembled a compendium of BRASSWORLD’s first season.  All the stats, standings, leaders and other stuff all wrapped up in 54 pages of goodness.  The total size of the file is quite large, 4 megs unzipped, hence the reason for putting it on the website for a more convenient download.  

I encourage all of you to head over to the site and download it.  From there you can print it out.  I highly recommend printing it out because viewing it on a monitor doesn’t do it justice, imo.  All the formatting is complete- all you need to do is hit the print button and let the pages crank out.

I hope all enjoy it.  I really enjoyed putting it together.  BRASSWORLD has become a special league already, I think, and I thus desired to present the membership with yet another item that allows it to stand out from other leagues out there. 

Updated Constitution

Enclosed in the ZIP archive you will find an updated constitution for 2004 play.  Nothing major was added to the document, as I was mainly trying to make typo corrections and continued my removal of references to snail mail.  I also corrected the 3-year contract minimum amount that was known different amounts last year.  The main change in the constitution was that I simply organized all the league penalties in one section for ease of reference for all.  We can thank Corey for that as he took the BRASSball constitution through a major re-working.  I just “borrowed” what I needed for BW (
2004 Schedule

You’ll also find the 2004 Sked enclosed.  Now you can start plotting for when the rivals come to town.  The 2004 BRASSWORLD All Star game will be held in sweltering Florida come July.  The champs from Syracuse open up their title defense on the road at Waukesha.  Williamsburg will be the first team to travel into Syracuse on April 9th.  Word has it a banner will be unfurled and rings will be handed out to team personnel. 

Deadline Reminders

Never hurts to go back over the basics…

The 30th of each month

Any trades you make must be reported by the 30th of the month.  Corey is the LD who must receive all trade notifications as he handles all roster related matters.  If I notice I am the only recipient of a trade note I will pass it along to Corey, but please don’t expect me to do so. 

Also, all of your home results must be sent out by the 30th of the month.  Specifically, your visiting managers and the league statisticians must receive these files.  As a reminder Bob Askin  is now BW’s league statistician while Corey is the stat backup.  Please e-mail earlier than the 30th when possible.   Both men must receive your results.  

The 7th of each month

By the 7th of each month you must submit your pitching rotation for the ensuing month of play.   Managers last year really like utilizing the Rotation Schedule in HAL for this purpose.  This is great, but please remember to include your password for me, if need be, for verification purposes.

The 7th is also the deadline for you to send your latest HAL file to the managers who are playing your road games.  So for April’s games the deadline is April 7th.  Do not send out HAL files until we have the latest stats from Paolo shortly after the 30th.  Your Hal manager file quite possibly will not work.

Finally, the 7th is also the deadline for submitting any articles you may have for the next newsletter.  I will always try to put the newsletter out on the 8th.

General usage Reminders

With our first season there were a couple of things that were, um, overlooked by a few of you.  Corey and I want to make sure there is not a repeat of this in 2004.  Here is a short list of the main things to remember:

· Only * starters may pitch on three days rest

· 103% is the Usage Limit (the games files will have the stats already adjusted)

· No starter may start more than 35 times in a season unless they did so in real life (For 2004 only Roy Halladay and Greg Maddux made more than 35 starts)

· You can’t start players out of position

· You cannot use “starter only” pitchers in relief.  It is strongly recommended that you set all your starters relief usage to “NEVER” in HAL.

In Season Standings Program

 A major function of the website during the season is to provide the league members with up-to-date standings as quick as possible.  How are we going to achieve that in BW?  The following text is taken directly from the constitution:

“In order for the league to have up-to-the-moment standings on the league website, the following incentive program is in place.


When a manager completes a HOME series he is to send off an e-mail to Mark which simply states in the Subject line the results of the series.  Example:  NORTHWOODS (2) @ TAGGART (2).  This is all that is needed.  Please follow that format.


A manager will receive $10,000 for each series reported in such manner.  If a manger reports all 25 of the series’ he is responsible for he receives a $50,000 bonus, which results in the equivalent of one newsletter article. “

Trades

75. Taggart trades Mike MacDougal, Brett Tomko and Dennis Tankersley to Rivendell for Troy Percival, Derek Lowe and Mike Koplove.
76. Virginia trades Bruce Chen, Jason Bere and Virginia's 2005 3rd and 4th round draft choices to Northwoods for a Moose Mug.
77. Silver trades Chone Figgins to Buckeye for Eric Young and Geoff Blum.
78. Maryland trades Brook Fordyce to Savannah for Oliver Perez.
79. Plum Island trades Greg Norton to Portland for Matt Lawton.
80. Maryland trades Kerry Ligtenberg to Toontown for Toontown's 2005 7th round draft choice.

81. Baltimore trades Kevin Appier and Kris Benson to Port Richey for Port
Richey's 2005 2nd round draft choice.

82. Port Richey trades Mike Mathews to Buckeye for $300,000

Upcoming Deadlines

March 30th
Trade deadline for April Games

March 30th
All teams must be down to 40 players

April 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

None

Articles

None.

Next issue of News & Report

I try my hand at a little prognosticating.
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