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NL Super Series

Each month during the regular season I will kick off each issue with what I call the “Super Series.”  I will select one such series from the AL and one from the NL.  The idea is to highlight some intriguing matchups and/or well performing teams.  In the NL I selected the Buckeye at Lafontaine Park as the first such series.  Both teams looked pretty good on paper to start the season.  Also, with both teams in the Aaron I thought I might be able to help create a “rivalry.” (
Jackie Robinson Field, home of the Diamonds, was the setting for Opening Day in BRASSWORLD.  Both managers sent their aces to the mound: Freddy Garcia for Buckeye and Al Leiter for LP.  Leiter put the Eclipse down 1-2-3 to start the game.  Jose Vidro singled in the bottom of the frame to record the first Diamond hit.  Derrek Lee and Dave Justic followed and they both worked walks from Garcia.  With the sacks full up and no one out, up stepped Miguel Tejada with a chance for some early fireworks.  Miggy lined a hard smash towards Mike Lamb at third.  Lamb could only knock it down.  He had no play but he tried to catch the hustling Tejada.  The throw sailed and allowed Miggy to move up to second.  Two runs were in and now up came Ellis Burks.  Another hard smash came from the bat of Burks and also at right at Lamb.  Lamb dove toward the foul line to stop a double, but once again he chose to throw to first.  Maybe because it was old-man Burks creaking down the line that made him think he had a chance this time.  Maybe he wanted to make up for the play before.  In any event, the throw sailed on him once more and down to second went Burks and the score stood at 4-0.  Mike Lowell followed with a double to make it 5-0 and a Craig Wilson sac fly made it 6-0 after one inning of play.  That would be all Leiter would need on this day.  The Diamonds steamrolled the Eclipse 16-3 on Opening Day.  Al Leiter worked only five innings without allowing a run.  Ellis Burks finished 3 for 3 with 4 ribbies.  Lowell finished 2 for 4 with 2 doubles and 4 driven in.

Game 2 pitted Cory Lidle of Buckeye against Kip Wells for the homers.  The Eclipse broke out in front in the second in this game on the strength of back-to-back solo blasts from Albert Pujols and Carlos Lee.  In the bottom of the third a leadoff single from Wells and a follow-up double from Vidro put runners on second and third for Derrek Lee.  Lee skied one to left that allowed Wells to trot in safely from third on the sac fly.  Dave Justice worked a walk and Miggy followed with a solidly stroked single to knot the game at two.  With runners on first and third Lowell grounded to third on what appeared to be a tailor made double play.  But Miggy charged into second to take out Eric Young who had to pocket the throw.  3-2 the Diamonds now led.  Burks delivered another single to put runners back at the corners with two out.  Mike Cameron finished the scoring in the third with a base knock that plated Lowell from third for a 4-2 lead.  In the bottom of the fourth a two-out, bases loaded walk was worked from Lowell to make it 5-2.  In the top of the sixth, down 5-2, the Eclipse started to rally.  Three consecutive singles from the heart of the order loaded the bags for the visitors with one out.   In came Jamie Walker from the Diamond pen to face Paul LoDuca.  He was able to get LoDuca to ground to Lee at first whose only play was at the bag.  A run came in to make it 5-3.  Damon Minor followed with another ground out to end the rally, but they had gotten a run back.  On the mound Kerry Ligtenberg was keeping the Diamond bats silent in the fifth and sixth.  Travis Lee was called on to pinch hit to start the seventh for the Eclipse.  Lee was able to power a Walker fastball out of the park and get the Eclipse to within one.  A Tony Womack single was followed by a dropped fly ball from Ellis Burks that put the runners at second and third with none out.  Scott Cassidy came in and he promptly retired Paul Konerko with a whiff.  Troy Glaus followed with a moderately deep fly ball to Burks in left.  Womack tagged up and hustled in to tie the score at five.  Pujols followed with a flyball of his own, but it was caught and the Eclipse headed to the bottom of the frame with new life.  Steve Kline was brought in and charged with holding the Diamonds at bay.  He could not do do.  Back to back doubles from Lowell and Burks quickly put the lead back in the Diamonds hands’.  All appeared quiet when a Craig Wilson double play left a runner at third and two down.  Now in came Billy Koch.  But Koch wasn’t loose and he promptly walked his first two batters to load the bags.  Up came Derrek Lee with LP up by a slim one run margin.  Taking hold of a Koch 97 mph offering, Lee drove it deep to center where it caromed off the bottom of the wall and bounded past Albert Pujols in center.  With two outs all the runners were on their proverbial horse and scored easily to make it 9-5 LP.  The Lee triple was more than enough as the Diamonds tacked on another run in the eighth to win game 2 by the final count of 10-5.  26 runs in two games for the Diamonds.

Game 3 featured the fine pitching matchup of Eric Milton versus Wade Miller of LP.  Both pitchers were on their game early as the score was level at one after seven complete.  Wade Miller strode out to face Paul Konerko to lead off the eighth.  After whiffing Konerko he gave up back-to-back singles to Glaus and Pujols to put runners on the corners.  Cassidy was brought in from the pen to replace the quickly tiring Miller.  He was no relief as he rendered two gap doubles to the likes of Carlos Lee and LoDuca.  In came Chris Nichting now to see if he could record an out.  He got Andy Fox to ground limply to first for the second out.  Mike Young came out to pinch hit for the pitchers slot.  With a runner on third he got a pitch outside that he was able to slap over Vidro’s head at second.  That made the score 5-1 and the Eclipse appeared to be on their way to a W.  But it just wouldn’t be as easy as that.  Lefty Scott Stewart was surprisingly called on to face a string of righty swingers.  After getting Cameron to whiff to start he gave up a walk and double to put runners on second and third with one away.  In to the box stepped Burks.  Bam!  Ellis got a fastball to drive on a 3-1 count and sent it sailing over the left field wall to make it 5-4.  Rattled, it appeared the Diamonds had the Eclipse right where they wanted them.  But Stewart composed himself and retired Miggy and Jeff Hammonds to finish the inning still ahead, albeit only by one now.  Quietly went the Eclipse in the top of the ninth.  Stewart was left in to start the ninth and face yet more righties.  Matt LeCroy and Lowell went quickly to get the Eclipse one out away.   Craig Wilson pinch-hit and stroked a seemingly harmless single.  Mike Cameron followed with a drive to the gap.  Pinch runner Felix Escalona was on his horse and it appeared he could make it close at the plate.  The third base coach, though, threw up the “Stop” sign.  Jose Vidro was walked intentionally to load the bases and Billy Koch came in to relieve Stewart and face Derrek Lee.  But Valois called Lee back in and sent Dave Justice up to pinch hit against the flame-thrower.  Koch fired up one of his patented heaters and Justice stung it good, but the liner was stabbed by the quick Eric Young at second to end the contest and give the Eclipse the win.

The old (Kenny Rogers of Buckeye) vesus the young (Tony Armas Jr for LP) was the starter matchup in the series finale.  The Eclipse opened up the scoring with a run in the first.  In the bottom of the frame, after a hit batsman loaded the bases, Miggy drilled a two run single to put the home team back in front.  In the bottom of the second the Diamonds chased The Gambler from the hill with a two-run double from Mike Cameron and a two-run tater from Derrek Lee.  Down 6-1, Martin had to go to the pen early and thus brought in Ligtenberg.  In the top of inning five the Eclipse roughed up Armas for three runs with the key blow being a two-run gap double from Paul Konerko.  Down 6-4 the Eclipse were back into the game headed into the bottom of the fifth.  Matt Herges relieved Ligtenberg and promptly gave up a single to Hammonds.  After a LeCroy strikeout, Lowell doubled down the right field line, thus allowing Hammonds to score all the way from first.  Pitcher Armas helped his cause by rapping out a base hit to make it 8-4 Diamonds after five.  That was the last of the scoring for the Diamonds.  The Eclipse would explode for nine runs in the next two frames to win this one handily after being down 6-1 early.  In the sixth the big hits were back-to-back two-run doubles from Eric Young and Paul Konerko.  In the seventh the Eclipse hit two bombs, including a three-run pinch-hit blast off the bat of Damon Minor.  Paul Konerko finished the day with five rbi.

These two squads pounded each other in four games.  They appear to be solid contenders for the Aaron crown as they both finished April in good shape.

AL Super Series

Livan Hernandez started the beginning of this three game series for the Knights.  His scheduled counterpart for the Burgesses was Jimmy Haynes.  Game one was an absolute laugher.  The Knights ran out to a 5-0 lead after batting in the first with Rich Aurilia’s three-run homer punctuating the scoring.  After scoring 4 more times in the third the Knights saw themselves up 10-1.  Heck, they ran this one out to 16-1 before Williamsburg scored 7 late runs to make it a 16-8 final.  The Knights collected 19 hits.  Four Knights had a 3 hit day, including Livan who was 3 for 4.  Sammy Sosa hit two doubles and drove in four for the game.

In game two the Knights trotted out veteran Andy Ashby while the Burgesses countered with youngster Mike Maroth.  A solo blast from Sammy gave the Knights an early first inning lead.  In the third the Burgesses strung together 3 base knocks to even the game at one.  Maroth was quite effective on the mound as he kept the Knights at bay through five.  In the bottom of the fifth with one down and runners on second and third after a Jaque Jones double, up stepped Bret Boone.  Boone smacked a liner that hung inside the right field line.  Sosa chased it down to hold Boone to a double but the score was now 3-1 in favor of Williamsburg.  Maroth tired and was then removed in the sixth after a Juan Encarnacion single closed the deficit to 3-2.  Mike DeJean came in and whiffed the next two to finish the Knights’ threat in the sixth.  That would be it for the Knights in this one.  In the bottom of the frame Henry Blanco hit a solo homer to make the final score 4-2.  Braden Looper and Joey Eischen helped out DeJean from the pen to close this one out.

Game 3 featured the un-glamorous matchup of Tanyon Sturtze for the Knights versus Steve Sparks for Williamsburg.  In the bottom of the first a Jim Thome single put runners on first and third.  Bret Boone struck out following Thome to make it two outs in the inning.  Up came Karim Garcia.  Garcia cue balled one down to Aaron Boone at third.  Boone charged the slow roller and made a hurried throw that drew Jason Giambi off the bag.  Garcia was safe on the error and a run came in to make it 1-0.  Chris Singleton then followed with a solid single to make it two unearned runs in the inning.  That was all the Burgesses would need in this one as they cruised to a 3-0 victory.  Five Burgess pitchers combined on the shutout as they limited the Knights to five hits.  Johan Santana was particularly impressive in his two innings of relief as he notched the save by whiffing five Knight batters.

After scoring 16 runs in the first game the Knights became toothless and scored only two more runs in two games.  This series was one of the better performances by the Burgesses this month as they ended up having a rough start, having fallen to the Ruth basement with a 9-17 record

AL Notes

	COBB Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Waukesha Keglers
	17-9
	---
	9-4
	8-5
	8-0
	4-1
	5-4
	.795
	3.48

	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	16-10
	1
	7-6
	9-4
	6-2
	3-6
	1-4
	.789
	3.08

	Greenville Black Sox
	16-10
	1
	9-4
	7-6
	4-4
	4-3
	8-5
	.638
	2.68

	Rivendell Knights
	15-11
	2
	10-3
	5-8
	4-4
	5-5
	4-2
	.730
	4.12

	West Bend Rocks
	9-17
	8
	2-11
	7-6
	0-8
	3-1
	1-6
	.638
	4.04

	Silver Sluggers
	9-17
	8
	3-10
	6-7
	6-2
	2-4
	2-6
	.712
	5.00


The Keglers finished April not only atop the Cobb, but also the entire NL at 17-9.  Offensively Mike Piazza led the Keglers with 8 April taters.  Edgar Martinez batted a fine .413 for the month.  Derek Jeter had an up and down month.  He hit .315 and stole 5 bags, but was also caught 4 times and committed 5 errors.  Jim Edmonds slugged .590 in April and Jermaine Dye pitched in with a .506 mark of his own.  2B Craig Biggio figures to quickly dig out of his .186 April hole.  On the mound the pitching was impressive.  Orlando Hernandez went 5-0 with a 2.66 ERA.  Ramon Ortiz was 4-0 with a 3.00 earnie.  Rocket Clemens was 4-1 in 47 innings of work.  Izzy saved 8 victories despite a 7.45 ERA.  Keglers feasted on the crosstown rival Rocks by taking all eight April contests.

Syracuse is right there with Waukesha after April at 16-10.  Brian Giles a huge first month as he hit .333, slugged .719 and got on at a .480 clip.  Trot Nixon was also very productive as he slugged 8 homers and drove in 29.  Ray Durham hit .333 but committed 6 errors.  Larry Walker scored 21 times in April.  The SkyChiefs booted 33 balls, an alarmingly high total.  On the mound the Big Unit was 5-1 with a 2.05 ERA and 64 K’s.  Woody Williams went 3-1 in his five starts.  Miguel Batista notched a 5-1 mark despite a 4.50 earnie.  Eric Gagne saved 7 Chief wins and stuck out a filthy number of hitters:  26 in 15 innings.  Tim Wakefield struggled going 1-3, 5.88.

Greenville’s 16-10 record also has them near the top of the heap.  The Black Sox won in April with pitching and defense as the offense could only pop 14 homers and hit .244 as a team.  Scott Spiezio hit .313.  Omar Vizquel (!) tied for the team lead with 11 April ribbies.  Bobby Higginson also plated 11.  Steve Finley should better than his .205 April average in the coming months.  The Sox only made 9 errors.  Very impressive.  On the mound the staff compiled a league leading 2.68 ERA.  Bobby Jones’ 0.36 mark and Brandon Duckworth at 0.89 were the surprising team leaders.  Veteran Rick Reed was 3-1 with a 1.73 ERA.  Closer duties were split between Robb Nen (5 saves) and Cliff Politte (4).  The only Sox pitcher who struggled was Ted Lilly (8.16).

Rivendell posted a solid 15-11 April but that was only good for 4th in the Cobb.  Jason Giambi hit .322 with 7 homers and 21 rbi.  Sammy Sosa posted a .292 average with 6 taters and 24 rbi.  Luis Castillo pilfered 12 bags.  Aaron Boone led the squad with 9 two-baggers.  Rich Aurilia (.190) and Juan Encarnacion (.171) have started the season in slumps.  Derrek Lowe was a perfect 5-0 in April.  Paul Byrd (3.44) and Tanyon Sturtze (3.65) had solid ERA’s but could only combine to go 3-6.  Relievers Scott Strickland (6.75) and Troy Percival (7.04) need to improve.

West Bend went 9-17 in April, but would have enjoyed a better start if they could have avoided the eight game sweep at the hands of the Kegs.  Andruw Jones slugged 7 homers to lead the Rocks.  Shawn Green hit .287 and plated 20 runs to lead the team.  The team swiped 34 bags while only being caught three times.  Rafael Furcal led with 14 and Adam Kennedy chipped in 8 swipes of his own.  David Wells went 3-3 with a 2.89 earnie.  Steve Reed went 2-0, 1.77 in 20 innings of relief work.  Rookie Ryan Jensen struggled in a swingman’s role as he posted a 1-4 and  8.44 ERA.

Silver’s 9-17 April saw them end up in last with West Bend.  David Ortiz hit .353, slugged 6 taters and drove in 19.  Orlando Cabrera off to a strong start:  .327, 23 runs, 8 doubles and 11 steals.  Eric Hinske could only register a .194 average in April but he did walk 21 times.  Carlos Beltran stumbled out of the gate with a .225 average.  Brian Lawrence assumed the team’s ace role in April as he went 3-0 with a 3.09 ERA.  John Thomson (1-2, 3.33) and Paul Wilson (1-2, 3.44) deserved better for those efforts.  Rodrigo Lopez was traded away to Lafontaine Park after his awful 0-6, 8.81 April.  Roberto Hernandez saved four Slugger wins despite his 7.71 ERA.

	RUTH Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Plum Island Greenheads
	16-10
	---
	8-5
	8-5
	5-3
	5-2
	9-2
	.726
	4.30

	Toontown Rabbits
	15-11
	1
	6-7
	9-4
	4-4
	3-3
	3-7
	.770
	3.28

	San Bernadino Stampede
	12-14
	4
	7-6
	5-8
	2-6
	1-3
	7-4
	.643
	3.61

	Portland Grays
	12-14
	4
	8-5
	4-9
	6-2
	2-3
	4-2
	.691
	4.49

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	10-16
	6
	5-8
	5-8
	3-5
	3-4
	3-4
	.747
	4.57

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	9-17
	7
	5-8
	4-9
	4-4
	0-4
	3-4
	.688
	4.21


Plum Island holds the top spot in the Ruth after a 16-10 month.  Mike Sweeney hit .347 with 17 ribbies.  Alfonso Soriano very impressive as he hit .303 with 9 homers and 12 steals.  Juan Pierre swiped 20 bags in April.   The team’s 51 was the best in the AL in April.  Cliff Floyd led the Greenheads in doubles (8) and rbi (25).  The only starter that is struggling at the plate is Rey Ordonez (.197).  On the mound both Kirk Rueter and Javier Vazquez are 3-2.  Mark Mulder went 3-1 with a 4.20 ERA.  Billy Wagner picked up 6 saves.  Sidney Ponson was roughed up is his five starts as he posted a 7.42 earnie.  

Toontown finished April at 15-11, one game off the lead.  Talk in Toontown revolves around Barry Bonds.  BB hit .416, slugged .921 and got on at a .552 clip.  Barry also scored 31 runs.  Magglio Ordonez no slouch as he hit .360 with 7 dingers and 26 rbi.  Kevin Millar hit .298 but made 8 errors in the field.  Jerry Hairston hit a solid .293 and committed only one error at second.  A couple regulars are struggling though in Toontown.  When Kenny Lofton (.232), Alex Gonzalez (.222) and Ryan Klesko (.192) get going the Rabbits should really take off.  Ismael Valdes led the starters in April going 3-1 with a 2.43 ERA.  Mariano Rivera has 8 saves after one month.

San Bernadino finished almost at .500 (12-14) despite hitting .224 as a team in April.  Doug Mientkiewicz’ .302 average and 8 doubles led the squad in both categories.  A-Rod hit 8 bombs and drove in 21 but could only muster a .222 average.  That will pick up as the season wears on.  Brad Wilkerson hit only .196 and whiffed 41 times in April.  Pitching kept the Stampede in games in May.  Keith Foulke was 4-2 with 3 saves in relief.  Jon Garland posted a 1.53 ERA in his five starts but could only sport a 1-0 record.  Get the kid some runs!  Randy Wolf checks in with a 3-1 record and 2.68 ERA.  Wolf and Foulke teamed up on a combined no-hitter in April (at left).  The only problems for the Stampede staff was the combined 0-6 effort of youngsters Kyle Lohse and Ryan Drese.  

 Portland also just barely missed a .500 start with its 12-14 record.  Catcher Jason Kendall was the April hitting star for the Grays as he hit .370 and slugged .587.  Kendall also picked up 5 steals.  Erubuiel Durazo hit .320 with 4 dingers and 11 ribbies.  Edgar Renteria leads the club in homers (5) and ribbies (12) at the moment.  Junior Spivey (.207) and Matt Lawton (.205) are off to tough starts.  Esteban Loaiza was 2-0 in four starts.  Curt Schilling went 3-4 with a 2.96 ERA and 71 K’s.  Kevin Brown struggled in an undefined role (0-3, 5.81).  Victor Zambrano had more walks (24) than innings thrown (21) and the resulting 7.29 ERA was predictable.

Gotham checks in at 10-16 after April.  Veteran Jeff Bagwell a nice start as he hit .304 with 6 homers and 18 rbi.  Eric Chavez led in ribbies (20) and slugged 5 homers of his own.  Gary Sheffield hit .305 with 6 doubles.  Chipper Jones hit .333 and amassed 21 April walks.  Jose Cruz Jr. off to a .220 start.  Joe Kennedy went 2-3 despite a solid 2.79 ERA.  Some solid pen work from the likes of Valerio de los Santos (0.00) and Latroy Hawkins (0.90).  Kaz Sasaki saved 4 games.

Williamsburg had a rough 9-17 start to the campaign.  The offense could only muster a .229 batting average.  The Burgesses offense was pretty much generated from the duo of Jacque  Jones and Jim Thome.  Jones hit .356 with 6 taters and 19 rbi.  Thome, for his part, hit .264 with 10 homers and 21 rbi.  He also led with 18 runs scored.  Oddly, Thome did not hit a double in April.  Bret Boone only at .229 with 8 rbi.  Jeromy Burnitz hit .200 with 6 homers but only 9 rbi.  No Burgess starter could post a sub-four ERA in April.  Steve Sparks the best of the bunch at 2-3, 4.00.  Odalis Perez 2-4.  Jimmy Haynes posted a bloated 8.20 ERA and couldn’t average four innings in his 5 starts.

	AL STATS LEADERBOARD

	RBI
	Total Bases
	Opponent Steals
	Walks

	Trot Nixon
	29
	Barry Bonds
	82
	Todd Hundley
	39
	Barry Bonds
	27

	Barry Bonds
	26
	Brian Giles
	69
	Mike Piazza
	29
	Brian Giles
	26

	Magglio Ordonez
	26
	Alfonso Soriano
	63
	Jason Kendall
	21
	Jason Giambi
	22

	Cliff Floyd
	25
	Magglio Ordonez
	62
	Michael Barrett
	20
	Eric Hinske
	21

	Sammy Sosa
	24
	Orlando Cabrera
	58
	Tom Wilson
	18
	Chipper Jones
	21


NL Notes

	AARON Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Virginia Patriots
	17-9
	---
	7-6
	10-3
	8-0
	2-4
	2-2
	.789
	2.81

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	16-10
	1
	8-5
	8-5
	4-4
	7-3
	2-4
	.814
	4.29

	Buckeye Eclipse
	14-12
	3
	8-5
	6-7
	4-4
	3-4
	3-1
	.795
	5.31

	Annadale Anteaters
	14-12
	3
	6-7
	8-5
	5-3
	5-2
	3-4
	.717
	3.45

	Abilene Longhorns
	13-13
	4
	7-6
	6-7
	3-5
	3-5
	3-5
	.723
	3.98

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	6-20
	11
	2-11
	4-9
	0-8
	1-2
	3-4
	.667
	5.74


The Patriots rushed out to a 17-9 month of May with the aid of an impressive 10-3 road mark.  Todd Walker hit a robust .402 in April action.  Jay Gibbons had a solid start as he slugged 7 bombs, drove in 17 and got on at a .415 clip.  Robert Fick hit .333 with 6 homers of his own.  Nomar leads the club with 20 ribbies.  Jay Payton checks in at .205.  Greg Maddux fashioned a very impressive 5-1, 1.15 ERA start to the season.  Tim Hudson was no slouch as he went 6-1 with a 2.11 earnie.  The staff’s 2.81 team ERA is the best in the NL.  Jorge Julio was solid saving five games.  Michael Tejerea stumbled in a spot starter role: 0-2, 8.74.

LP’s 16-10 April has them neck and neck with Virginia.  Shortstop Miggy Tejada off to very nice start as he hit .390 with 5 homers and 24 rbi for the Diamonds.  Old man Ellis Burks also impressive as he hit .395 with 5 taters of his own and 18 driven in.  Mike Lowell smacked 10 April doubles.  Derrek Lee led the Diamonds in homers (6) and walks (21).  Mike Cameron is hitting only .210 so far.  On the mound Al Leiter was the leader of a somewhat wobbly staff.  Al was a perfect 5-0 in his six starts.  Kip Wells was 3-1 with 4.04 ERA.  The addition of Rodrigo Lopez to this staff in May should help a lot.  Jose Jimenez saved five contests.  Darrell May, Chris Nichting and Scott Cassidy went 4-1 in 40 combined innings of work despite all having bloated ERA’s over six.

Buckeye is off to a good start at 14-12.  The righty sluggers of the Eclipse had it going in April.  Paul Konerko had 7 homers to go along with 25 rbi.  Albert Pujols hit .297 and drove 5 out of the park.  Troy Glaus drove in 24.  Carlos Lee hit 8 souvenir shots and posted a .382 OBP.  Eric Young swiped 12 bags in April.  On the mound Freddy Garcia won the most games (4-3) but was erratic as his 5.75 ERA shows.  Eric Milton stumbles out to a 1-3, 6.15 start.  Kenny Rogers is most definitely better than his 8.02 showing in April.  The starters get turned around and the Eclipse should see improved results.

Annadale tied Buckeye with a 14-12 April.  The Anteater offense could muster only 22 April home runs.  Not very impressive.  What was impressive was that Torii Hunter accounted for almost half of them (10).  Hunter also hit .273 and drove in 26.  Garrett Anderson hit .290 and collected 11 two-baggers.  Joe Randa was second on the club with 13 April rbi.  Middle infield combo of Pokey Reese (.226) and Cesar Izturis (.189) are struggling with the bat.  Pitching is the Anteater strength and it posted a nice 3.45 ERA for the month.  Glendon Rusch had a 2.15 earnie, but only a 2-3 record to show for it.  Barry Zito 3-3, 3.30 in April.  Russ Ortiz 4-0 despite a 4.60 ERA.  Byung-hyun Kim did not allow a run in picking up his four saves.

Even though Abilene is technically in fifth place, they are in good shape as they went 13-13 in April.  Expected team leader Manny Ramirez was sluggish out of the gate as he could only hit .256 with 3 measly homers and 15 rbi.  Youngster Nick Johnson hit .338 and led the club with 6 homers.  Raul Ibanez paced the Longhorns in batting average (.311) and rbi (19).  David Eckstein hit .304, scored 22 times and tripled 4 times.  Edgardo Alfonzo finished April with a less than stellar .220 average.  Omar Daal compiled a 2.76 earnie in his five starts but finished with a 0-2 record.  Roy Halladay went 3-3, 3.04.  Mark Wohlers won two games in 14 fine innings of relief work (1.93 ERA).  Mike Mussina will definitely be better than his 2-4, 5.88 start to the season would indicate.

Unfortunately for Sandcrane fans no BW team was worse to start than their 6-20 home town bunch.  Sandcranes could only knock 15 balls out in April.  Fred McGriff drove the offense with his .357 average, 4 homers and 20 rbi.  Shea Hillenbrand chipped in as he hit .296 with 9 doubles.  Shannon Stewart (.198) and Cristian Guzman (.170) off to poor starts.  On the mound Port Richey’s 5.74 ERA was the worst in BW.  Tomo Ohka was the best as he finished April with a 2-2 record and a 4.50 earnie.  Youngster Nick Neugebauer did manage to post a respectable 3.86 ERA in April but could not pick up a win for his efforts.   

	MAYS Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Maryland Mounders
	18-8
	---
	10-3
	8-5
	6-2
	1-2
	3-2
	.844
	3.73

	Aspen Rainmakers
	16-10
	2
	8-5
	8-5
	4-4
	5-4
	8-3
	.781
	3.88

	West Oakland Wolverines
	15-11
	3
	7-6
	8-5
	6-2
	4-3
	4-2
	.753
	3.85

	Boston Braves
	10-16
	8
	5-8
	5-8
	4-4
	5-6
	4-5
	.600
	4.75

	Taggart Titans
	10-16
	8
	5-8
	5-8
	2-6
	3-2
	3-5
	.690
	5.04

	Northwoods Moose
	7-19
	11
	4-9
	3-10
	2-6
	4-8
	2-3
	.727
	5.24


Maryland finished the first month of BW play atop the league with a 18-8 record.  Bernie Williams hit .394 with a .475 OBP.  Jeff Kent led the Mounders with 6 homers and had 21 rbi.  Tim Salmon hit .382 with 5 homers and 21 ribbies.  Todd Helton smacked 8 doubles.  Corey Koskie the only regular off to a sluggish start as he finished April with a .225 average.  Hideo Nomo went 4-0 with a 2.55 ERA.  Mark Redman also won 4 games in April.  Matt Ginter somehow managed a 3.05 ERA while walking 20 in 20 innings of work.  Five Mounder relievers teamed up to save 10 wins.  Andy Pettitte has a hole to dig out of (7.06 ERA in April).

The Rainmakers 16-10 mark has them in second.  Scott Rolen hit .291 and scored 19 runs.  Luis Gonzalez led the club in rbi (19) and tied for the lead in homers (5).  Mark McLemore was an effective sparkplug as he posted a .392 OBP with 10 steals and 23 runs scored.  Catcher Jason LaRue hit .292 with 7 doubles.  Aspen committed only 9 errors, the lowest total in the NL.  No Rainmaker pitcher was able to collect more than two wins in April.  Mike Williams was impressive in the closer role as he went 2-0, saved 6 games and produced a 1.04 ERA.  Chris Reitsma went 2-0 with a 2.86 ERA.  

West Oakland’s 15-11 April has them in good shape to start the season.  In only 44 at bats Marquis Grissom hit .386 with 5 homers and 12 ribbies.  Shortstop Jose Hernandez led the Wolverines with 6 homers and 18 rbi.  Bob Abreu was an all around contributor in April as he hit .287 with 8 doubles, 4 steals, 22 runs and 5 taters.  Kerry Wood went 4-0 with a 2.72 ERA.  Roy Oswalt went 3-2 with a 2.61 ERA.  Octavio Dotel saved 6 games.  Chuck Finley stumbled to a 1-3, 7.09 mark in April.

Boston’s 10-16 has them a bit off the lead after April.  Brent Abernathy hit .299 with 7 doubles and 12 rbi.  Terrence Long hit only .237 but led the team in homers (5) and rbi (16).  Sean Casey appears to be holding on to the 1B job he won out of spring as he hit .277 in the first month.  Veterans Barry Larkin (.184) and Raul Mondesi (.204) should be better.  CC Sabathia led the hurlers with a 3-2 mark and a 3.23 ERA.  Tom Glavine had a solid 3.29 ERA but could only win once in six starts.

Taggart’s 10-16 April has them tied for fourth.  Luis Rivas hit .317 in April while committing zero errors at second.  Vlad Guerrero was a huge part of the offense as he hit .304 with 8 doubles, 4 homers and 18 rbi.  Adam Dunn posted a .396 OBP.  Jimmy Rollins batted a woeful .165 in April.  John Burkett went 3-3 in his six April starts.  Jeff Weaver had a 3.25 ERA.  Relievers Ramiro Mendoza (6.32) and Antonio Alfonseca (7.79) had poor Aprils.

Nothwoods’ 7-19 April was the second worst mark in BW.  Lance Berkman led the club in average (.278), runs (20), homers (7) and rbi (23).  Juan Uribe hit .273.  Carlos Pena drove in 16 in a platoon role.  Pat Burrell needs to improve on his .233 April average.  Matt Morris was 3-2 with a 2.94 ERA in April.  Ryan Dempster and Ben Sheets combined to go 1-10 in April.  Ouch!  Trevor Hoffman didn’t allow a run in saving 3 Moose wins.   

	NL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Home runs allowed
	Hits per 9 innings
	Run Support
	K to BB ratio

	Eric Milton
	11
	Glendon Rusch
	5.35
	Al Leiter
	8.17
	Eric Milton
	5.00

	Joel Pineiro
	9
	AJ Burnett
	5.86
	Hideo Nomo
	7.50
	John Burkett
	4.50

	Mike Mussina
	7
	Barry Zito
	6.18
	Russ Ortiz
	7.00
	Omar Daal
	4.17

	Rick Bauer
	7
	Greg Maddux
	6.46
	Freddy Garcia
	6.43
	Matt Morris
	4.00

	Bret Tomko
	7
	Jamie Moyer
	6.50
	Jason Simontacchi
	6.25
	Jamie Moyer
	3.50


Award Watch

This section will highlight a few players each month who are having seasons deserving of BW hardware at that particular moment.

	Award
	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	AL MVP
	Barry Bonds, TOO
	.416
	.552
	.921
	12
	26
	31
	0

	NL MVP
	Torii Hunter, ANN
	.273
	.298
	.591
	10
	26
	16
	1

	
	
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	AL WJ
	Randy Johnson, SYR
	5
	1
	0
	2.05
	48
	28
	14
	64

	NL CM
	Tim Hudson, VIR
	6
	1
	0
	2.11
	47
	39
	10
	28


Pitchers Productivity

Okay, this is some fun, bragging rights kinda goofiness I have come up with for each News & Report issue during the season.  Pitchers Productivity is a little formula I created to match up the hitting “efforts” of our staffs during the season.  The formula is simple: (Runs+rbi-hr) + (SH*2).  I doubled the value of a successful sacrifice as I figure this is the most important task we ask of our pitchers when they have a bat in their hands.  Call it inspired by the recent Brave hitting competitions between Maddux, Smoltz and Glavine.  Call it my ode to good hitting pitchers of today (Hampton and Dreifort) and of days gone bye (Wes Ferrell, Bob Gibson and Don Robinson).  Either way, enjoy my rankings (
	Leaders…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Annadale
	3
	0
	7
	11
	32
	N/A

	Virginia
	2
	0
	1
	13
	29
	N/A

	Aspen
	2
	0
	4
	10
	26
	N/A

	Rivendell
	8
	0
	2
	8
	26
	N/A

	West Bend
	3
	0
	3
	9
	24
	N/A

	Trailers…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Lafontaine Park
	4
	0
	2
	4
	14
	N/A

	Maryland
	8
	2
	2
	3
	14
	N/A

	Port Richey
	4
	0
	1
	4
	13
	N/A

	Williamsburg
	2
	0
	0
	5
	12
	N/A

	Syracuse
	3
	0
	0
	3
	9
	N/A


BRASSWORLD Honor Roll

Hits

 4/ 1   5 M Sweeney of PIG vs. GCG in 6 at-bats (11 inning game)

 4/15  5 T Pratt of SKY vs. GCG in 5 at-bats

 4/18  5 M Anderson of PRS vs. TAG in 5 at-bats

 4/27  5 D Lee of LPD vs. BEC in 6 at-bats

 4/28  5 T Walker of VIR vs. PRS in 5 at-bats

 4/29  5 D Ortiz of SIL vs. SKY in 5 at-bats

Home Runs

 4/15  3 B Bonds of TOO vs. RIV in 4 at-bats

Runs Scored

 4/18  5 M Anderson of PRS vs. TAG

Stolen Bases

 4/22  4 L Castillo of RIV vs. GCG

Least Hits Allowed - 9+ IP

 4/ 8  1 C Sabathia of BBB vs. VIR in 9 innings

 4/14  1 A Leiter of LPD vs. ASP in 9 innings

 4/24  1 M Hampton of ANN vs. BBB in 9 innings
The performances highlighted in red I have boxscores of.  I would really like to preserve physical copies of all events I list in the Honor Roll each month.  Please look through the list and pass along the boxes for me.  Thanks.

Sending HAL files to Paolo

This is just a suggestion to all when sending our your HAL to your monthly opponents: copy Paolo as a recipient.  This way your HAL is up-to-date in Paolo’s master file when he sends it out the next time and saves you from making your HAL up again.

SOM Patch

Please make sure to download the patch for the game from Strat-o-Matic’s website.  

Web Standings

Henry has been diligent in keeping the standings up-to-date out on the league site.  Please check it out from time to time and see where you stand at the moment.  Please keep those results coming in to me all month long.  We were almost perfect in April!  Also, Henry has been adding other interesting stuff to peruse so check it out and enjoy.  

Playing Home games

This is a general reminder to all to please pay attention when playing your home games.  Obviously there were bumps along the way in April but they were correctable.  Please make sure you manually select the proper batting lineup for your opponent.  HAL should never determine a lineup.  Also, road managers should make their instructions pertaining to their batting lineups clear and concise.  Lastly, please use the “Starter Schedule” function in HAL.  

Starter-only Usage Reminder

I have noticed a fair number of starting pitchers with only a starter rating listed on their card being used in relief in April.  Please realize that as a home manager you are not allowed to bring in a starter only rated pitcher in a relief role unless the last of the relievers has been injured.  The caveat to this is HAL and what he does for your team on the road.  I suspect most of these are HAL-generated appearances and thus we have little control over these appearances, but you as a human are not allowed such leeway (
Trades

4. Plum Island trades Dennis Tankersley to Taggart for Nelson Cruz and Taggart's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
5. Plum Island trades Zach Day to Boston for Kelvim Escobar.
6. Silver trades Rodrigo Lopez to Lafontaine Park for Shawn Chacon and Chris George.

Upcoming Deadlines

May 30th
Results due to opponents

May 30th
Results due to statisticians (Paolo and Corey)

May 30th
Trade deadline for June games

June 7th

Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

West Bend was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying opponents HAL.

Waukesha was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying opponents HAL.

Aspen was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying opponents HAL.

Articles

Lenny, Jim B. and Bill G. have passed along some articles for us this month.

Next Issue of News & Report

The season continues as BRASSWORLD experiences its first interleague action.

Two articles form Lenny…

Anatomy of a lineup

Looking back to the 80's we saw a big change in MLB. The era of the hitter was ushered in and a change in managing styles started to take place. The Whitey Herzog’s style of manufacturing runs early in the game gave way to the Davey Johnson style of waiting for the 3 run HR, and the big inning. In SOM leagues, the same applies in that if you are not playing for the big inning early in games and only late in those tight games trying to manufacture a go ahead. Chances are you will not be able to compete amongst the top teams in your league. Below I have broken down a batting order and listed tips that will help you get the most out of your line-ups. I suggest that you try your best to match your players ability's with the proper spot in the batting order then run replays and tinker with your line-up to achieve best results. Most teams will have trouble matching all of these requirements for the perfect line-up because of usage of a various number of reasons but just do your best! 

#1 Leadoff: This is where you need to put the player with the best on base percentage, and speed.  If the guy steals it is a bonus, but not a must. One little known thing to remember is watch this guys clutch rating and try to have a guy no worse than a -3 in the clutch. Statistics show the leadoff hitter as one of the fewest times to appear in the clutch, but I believe you must remove 1 AB from every game from the calculations since it is a given the first AB will never come up in the clutch! Do this and you will see that the leadoff spot is one of the most frequent to appear in the clutch.

#2 Spot: This is the spot for your second best on base player. The more walks the better, as this will move your leadoff hitter to 2nd base if he can't steal. 

#3 Spot: Here is where your hitter with the best average goes. The number of hits on his card are far more important than on base, or clutch because the #3 spot not only appears less in the clutch it also leads off innings less than any other position. Tony Gwynn in his prime was a good one for this position. 

#4 Spot: Here we need the best power man with good on base. Homer's are great but if you got guys that are close use the guy with the best OB+slugging percentage and you can't go wrong. 

#5 Spot: Your best man in the clutch must go here to protect your #4 hitter. If you don't then HAL will attack this spot in the line-up with a vengeance by IBB your forth hitter more often to bring this guy up in the clutch. 

#6, #7, #8 Spots: Now we get to the best of the rest where again if your in doubt put these guys in order of best to worst OB+Slugging percentage. However this part of the line-up can kill big innings with the double play so if at all possible put the hitters with the least amount of DP's on their card behind the guys with no speed. 

Some final things that are not quite as important, but can give you an edge in line-up construction are to try not to have all your lefty's, or righty's in a row. This sets them up for a one sided reliever. Also, try not to have all of your platoon players in a row as this will set up your line-up for an opposite hand reliever as well. 

BASIC MANAGERIAL DECISION MAKING

INFIELD IN VS CORNERS IN

YES—THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BRINGING THE INFIELD IN AND BRINGING THE CORNERS IN. BY BRINGING THE ENTIRE INFIELD IN (WHICH MEANS FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, AND SHORT; AS THE PITCHERS IS ALWAYS CONSIDERED IN), YOU ARE TRYING TO DO ONE OF TWO THINGS:

1. PREVENT A RUN FROM SCORING 

2. PREVENT A SACRIFICE BUNT

90% OF THE TIME IT’S THE FIRST OPTION. BY BRINGING THE CORNERS IN, YOU ARE BRINGING THE FIRSTBASEMAN AND THE THIRDBASEMAN IN ON THE INFIELD, WHILE THE SHORTSTOP AND SECONDBASEMAN PLAY NORMAL OR DEEP. THE CHART BELOW GIVES YOU A BASIC GUIDE TO FOLLOW FOR THE TIMES IN QUESTION WHEN YOU NEED THE INFIELD IN OR JUST THE CORNERS IN. THIS IS NOT A PERFECT SOLUTION, JUST A GUIDE. 

(THIS GUIDE ASSUMES A RUNNER ON THIRD AND YOU HAVE LAST UPS. WITH 2 OUTS THE INFIELD OR CORNERS ARE NEVER IN)

	PRIVATE
RUNNER ON FIRST
	TYING RUN ON THIRD
	TYING RUN AT THE PLATE
	# 

0F OUTS
	INFIELD 

IN
	CORNERS IN

	NO
	YES
	NO
	0 
	YES
	NO

	NO
	YES
	NO
	1
	YES
	NO

	YES
	YES
	NO
	1
	NO
	YES

	YES
	YES
	NO
	0
	YES
	NO

	YES
	NO
	YES
	1
	NO
	NO

	YES
	NO
	YES
	0
	NO
	NO


SAC AND SQUEEZE

THE SAC AND SQUEEZE ARE USED MORE BY LOWER OFFENSIVE TEAMS THEN BY TEAMS SCORING RUNS IN BUNCHES. OFTEN IN CLOSE GAMES, THESE MANAGERIAL CALLS CAN MAKE OR BREAK YOU. 

A SACRIFICE IS WHEN YOU ARE SACRIFICING AN OUT TO GET A RUNNER ALREADY ON BASE TO ADVANCE ONE BASE. THIS IS DONE MOST EFFECTIVELY WHEN A PITCHER IS UP AND YOU NEED A RUNNER IN SCORING POSITION, OR IF YOU HAVE A HIGH CHANCE DOUBLE PLAY GUY OR WEAK HITTER, AND YOU NEED THE RUNNER IN SCORING POSITION TO WIN OR TIE THE GAME.

A SQUEEZE IS WHEN YOU ARE TRYING TO START THE GUY RUNNING AT THIRD AND THE TRY TO BUNT THE BALL. THE GUY ON THIRD SHOULD HAVE SOME WHEELS OR THIS PLAY IS BOTCHED FROM THE BEGINNING. IF THE GUY ON THIRD RUNS LIKE A MULE WITH ONE GOOD LEG AND A 300LB WOMAN ON HIS ASS, THEN THE ODDS ARE NOT GOOD FROM THE START. CHOOSE CAREFULLY AND WAIT FOR THE RIGHT MOMENT. 

STEALING

SO MANY THINGS HAVE BEEN SAID ABOUT THIS TOPIC, IT’S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO REPEAT SOMBODY SOMEWHERE. STEALING IS ESSENTIAL TO ANY GOOD TEAM IN THE TOP 5 OF ANY LEAGUE. YOU NEED GUYS WHO CAN GET ON BASE AND THEN SWIPE SECOND OR THIRD IF GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY. THIS GETS RUNNERS IN SCORING POSITION AND HELPS PAD YOUR STATS AND YOUR LEAGUE LEAD. NOT EVERY GUY ON YOUR ROSTER NEEDS TO BE AN ICHIRO, BUT AT LEAST 2 SPEEDSTERS ALWAYS HELP. 

AS AN EXAMPLE, I AM VERY AGGRESSIVE ON STEALING. I USUALLY GO 1-13 OR 1-14 (DEPENDING ON THE SITUATION OF COURSE). THIS GIVES ME A 65-70% CHANCE OF SUCCESS WHICH IS ACCEPTABLE TO MY STRATEGY PLANS. SOME GUYS NEVER STEAL AND PLAY DEAD BALL STYLE. IF THERE IS A GUY ON FIRST WHO CAN STEAL 1-19 SAFELY, THEY’RE LETTING THE NEXT GUY BAT. IT REALLY ALL DEPENDS ON YOUR OWN VIEWPOINT. I CAN TELL YOU HOWEVER, THAT HAVING GUYS WITH WHEELS CAN GIVE YOU ANOTHER WEAPON TO EEK OUT A VICTORY AND GOOD TEAMS FIND WAYS TO WIN CLOSE GAMES. 

Williamsburg Gazette 

Late April 2003

Toontown at Williamsburg  Burgesses 3, Rabbits 2
This was the home opener for the Burgesses and the home team did not disappoint. Odalis Perez in the preseason was predicted to be a nose better than Kevin Millwood and that analysis was fulfilled as Odalis knocked off Millwood 3-2. Millwood did hit a HR off Odalis’ card though. The turning point came when with runners on 2nd and 3rd, HAL elected to yank Kevin and bring on Arrojo 5R to pitch to Bret Boone. Unfortunately for the Rabbits the move backfired as BB stroked a run scoring single off Arrojo’s card.

WP-Perez 1-1, 1.88   Save-Looper (2) 0.00

LP-Millwood 0-1, 3.60

HR-Millwood (1)

Game #2 Notes 

Burgesses 8-14-0  Rabbits 3-9-1
Jim Thome gets his first HR, but not a BP variety. Later he blows a 1-18 chance for a 3 run BP homer. Next inning, same situation for Bonds—yes he converts his chance. Game tied at 3.

Burgesses do take advantage of ballpark with 5 home runs (4 BP) and a few BP singles. Lampkin gets 2 HRs, Singleton 1, Burnitz 1, and Thome 1.

WP-Dessens 2-0, 3.00  LP-Schmidt 0-1, 9.00

Game 3 Rabbits 3-9-0 Burgesses 1-7-0

Burgesses avoid their first shutout by scratching a run out in 7th. Bonds comes up big with 2 doubles. Maggs is 3-4 with 2 rbi.

WP-Valdez 1-0, 0.00   Save-Hammond (1) 0.00

LP-Haynes 0-2, 4.50

Game 4 Rabbits 6-9-0, Burgesses 4-7-0

Nauseated is one word that comes to mind when Mike Maroth gets nervous when he sees Bonds on the on deck circle and walks Loretta with 2 outs and yes Mike you were right to be nervous as Bonds takes you downtown. 

We knock 6R Jon Lieber around for 6 hits but HAL wisely lifts him after 5 IP and goes with Veres, Hammond, and Rivera. Hammond does very nicely against my left-leaning lineup and the rest of the league owes me for making Hammond burn 4 innings in this series.

WP-Lieber 1-0, 5.40  Save-Rivera (1)

LP-Maroth 0-1, 7.50

HR-Mora (1) Bonds (2) Jones (2) 

West Bend Rocks visit Williamsburg

Game 1  Rocks 7-11-0, Burgesses 4-5-0

The Burgesses did dent David Wells ERA otherwise not much to talk about. Sparks was roughed up and we didn’t do much except 2 2 run jacks. Wells went 4-0-2-3 at the plate himself. Burgesses had 3 X-chart goofs that were critical: 2 to Thome who became a “5” while holding a runner.

HR-Bellhorn (1) Bordick (1)

WP-Wells 1-0, 4.91  Save-Guthrie (1) 0.00  LP-Sparks 0-1, 10.12

Game 2  Rocks 6-12-0  Burgesses 2-4-2

Odalis Perez wasn’t on his game and he needed some glove help and again Thome as well as Bellhorn let him down. He allowed 2 unearned runs. No doing for Burgesses against Appier.

WP-Appier 1-0, 1.50   Save-Guardado (1) 0.00  LP-Perez 1-2, 2.14

HR-Burnitz (2)

Game 3  Rocks 4-7-0,  Burgesses 1-4-1

WBR pitching shuts us down again. Rock bats a little better and 2 x-chart miscues lead to 2 runs. Andruw Jones HR (1) a 2 run shot in the first inning.

WP-Acevedo 1-0, 0.00  Save-Guardado (2) 0.00  LP-Dessens 2-1, 3.22.

Rivendell tours Williamsburg

Check the May Brassworld newsletter for highlights of this riveting series.

Junior Burgess Program

Jeremy Guthrie (p) doing very well as is 1B Casey Kotchman. Jeremy Brown (catcher) is making some progress, at least drawing BBs for Billy Beane. The parent club is desperate for catching. Jose Contreras, you know he’s at Columbus---but maybe he should be going to Jenny Craig. I heard he put on 20 lbs after coming to USA. 

Maryland Mounders

May Report

The Mounders have jumped out to an 18-8 start in the inaugural Brassworld season on the strength of their offense, which is ranked first in the league in batting average (.295) and runs scored (152).  In the inaugural draft, management spent 2/3 of its salary cap on veteran position players with good hitting cards, and so far that strategy has paid off, as the team has thrived because it is getting production from 7 spots in the lineup.  Bernie Williams, Tim Salmon, and Jeff Kent are the main cogs in the offense, but Maryland is getting solid performances from a number of other players, including role players Damian Miller, Matt Franco, and Quentin McCracken.  Only 3b, which is manned by Corey Koskie, has failed to produce decent offensive numbers.

In addition to a powerful offense, Maryland has been solid on defense, committing only 13 errors through 26 games.  Royce Clayton and Chris Woodward have done a solid job at SS, and Koskie has earned his playing time with good defense at 3b.  Todd Helton, as expected, has played gold glove calibre defense at first base.

The pitching staff has been a pleasant surprise (3.73 ERA), highlighted by the performance of a suspect bullpen.  Darren Holmes, Alan Embree, and John Smoltz have been solid, as expected, but T.J. Tucker and Matt Ginter have far outperformed their cards and soaked up a number of middle relief innings, giving the team a chance to come back in a number of games.  Other than Hideo Nomo (4-0) and Mark Redman (4-1), the starting rotation has struggled.  Management scrimped on the pitching staff to finance the offense, so we consider ourselves lucky to have gotten the pitching results that we have gotten to date.

Maryland is bound to cool off a bit in May.  First, injuries to Andy Pettitte, Ginter, and Jesse Orosco will require a shuffling of the pitching staff, with Brad Radke, Dennis Cook, and Matt Kinney joining the active roster.  Time will tell if these three new hurlers are up to the task.  In addition, Frank Menechino is being activated to add infield depth to the roster, at the expense of Todd Greene’s bat.  Finally, the schedule gets even tougher in May, as the Mounders square off against second place Aspen twice in May in what should be a battle for the division lead.

I hope to get to meet many of you over the phone or the internet, and would like to play as many games via netplay as possible.  Many thanks to Daniel Valois for playing our April games netplay, which I really enjoyed (due in part to my great luck in the games).  Renee, I am looking forward to squaring off with you head-to-head over the internet this month.

Good luck to all.

San Bernadino’s Combined No


Hitter





Syracuse		AB	R	H	BI


Pratt, c			 4	0	0	0


Colbrunn, 3b		 4	0	0	0


Walker, rf		 3	0	0	0


Gil, ss			 4	0	0	0


Giles, lf			 0	0	0	0


Saenz, 1b		 2	0	0	0


Marrero, cf		 3	0	0	0


  Vizcaino, p		 0	0	0	0


Gutierrez, 2b		 3	0	0	0


Adams, p		 2	0	0	0


  Nixon, cf		 0	0	0	0


				25	0	0	0





San Bern.		AB	R	H	BI


Ellis, 2b			 2	1	1	0


Matthews Jr, rf	 4	0	1	1


Wilkerson, lf		 4	0	0	0


Rodriguez, ss	 2	0	0	0


Hernandez, c		 4	0	0	0


Ramirez, 3b		 3	0	0	0


  Relaford, 3b	 0	0	0	0


Patterson, cf		 3	0	2	0


Truby, 1b		 3	0	0	0


Wolf, p			 3	0	0	0


  Foulke, p		 0	0	0	0


				28	1	4	1





Syracuse	IP	H	R	ER	BB	SO


Adams, L    6.1	3	1	1	2	8


Vizcaino     1.2	1	0	0	1	1	





San Bern.	IP	H	R	ER	BB	SO


Wolf, W		8	0	0	0	6	5


Foulke		1	0	0	0	0	2





HR:  None


A:  30,174


T:  2.38
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