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First things first

I want to bring something here to the membership’s immediate attention and that is the e-mailing out of one’s HAL.  Please, please refrain from sending your HAL to the entire league.  While it may be “easy” for you to send out your HAL in this fashion, please realize that it just serves to clutter up the mailboxes of fellow managers who do not need your HAL for the month of play.  In the end this practice is quite unnecessary when you consider Corey has dutifully listed all managers’ e-mail addresses in his Roster file.  There simply is no reason for the mass e-mailings.  Thank you.

New Managers

Rob Foulke has taken over the reigns of the Savannah franchise.  Rob is, somewhat obviously, Wayne’s brother.  Rob’s virtual address is: foulkero@fast.net.  He also participates in another league with his brother, the two Bills and Robert.

Steve Chandler has also been added to the BW ranks and he now leads the Tampa Bay club.  Steve came recommended by Henry.  Steve can be found in the virtual realm at: stevenchandler_1@lycos.com.

Please welcome both Rob and Steve aboard.  Here’s hoping both have a long and enjoyable stay in BW.

	April Performances
	VIRGINIA
	The best record in BW belongs to the Pats to begin.  A solid 3.34 staff ERA was the main thrust of the April surge.  Pats also dominated at home, winning 11 of 13 games.  A dominant pen quartet of Mahay-Kim-Cunnane-White in April.
	AARON

1

	Bartolo Colon: 5-0, 2.68 ERA
	19-7
	
	

	Carlos Delgado: 6 HR, 19 RBI
	Home: 11-2
	
	

	Milton Bradley: .387 BA, 9 2B
	Road: 8-5
	
	

	Tim Hudson: 1-3, 4.46 ERA
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Byung-Hyun Kim: 6 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	Nomar Garciaparra: .223 BA
	133 For
	100 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	LAFONTAINE PARK
	The Diamonds are off to a perfectly solid start.  Other than Miller & Ted Lilly the starting pitching has been a tad weak so far.  Miggy Tejada has 6 errors at SS already.  LP dominant in the close ones: 5-1 record in 1-run games.
	AARON

2

	B.J. Surhoff: .388 BA, 11 2B
	16-10
	
	

	Derek Lee: 20 runs scored
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	Mike Cameron: .179 BA
	Road: 8-5
	
	

	Wade Miller: 6-0, 2.13 ERA
	Division: 6-2
	
	

	Herges & Looper: 4 saves each
	RUNS
	
	

	Carl Pavano: 0-4, 6.75 ERA
	138 For
	106 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	ANNADALE
	Anteaters sport the best ERA in the NL (3.29) so far.  Garrett Anderson has smacked 10 dingers already.  Young Angel Berroa looks pretty good at SS so far.  April saw Annadale involved in 11 1-run contests and only 5 wins from them.
	AARON

3

	Matt Morris: 5-0. 1.24 ERA
	14-12
	
	

	Damaso Marte: 6 saves
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	GA: .406 BA, .822 SLG, .465 OB
	Road: 6-7
	
	

	Torii Hunter: 9 HR, 20 RBI
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Angel Berroa: 10 SB. 7 E’s
	RUNS
	
	

	Placido Polanco: .202 BA
	124 For
	96 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	TAMPA BAY
	The Bravos need to get the offense going so as to fare a bit better.  The team is hitting only .235 so far with 17 dingers.  Juan Pierre is off to a ridiculous start.  11 errors made in the middle infield to start.  
	AARON

4

	Juan Pierre: .376 BA, 24 SB’s
	13-13
	
	

	Ron Belliard: .197 BA
	Home: 6-7
	
	

	Roy Halladay: 4-2, 3.02 ERA
	Road: 7-6
	
	

	Lance Berkman: .224 BA, 21 BB
	Division: 2-6
	
	

	Roger Clemens: 2.84 ERA, 49 K
	RUNS
	
	

	Edgardo Alfonzo: .221 BA
	104 For
	106 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	PORT RICHEY
	The Sandcranes are off to a decent start in ’04.  Pitching would be even better (3.91 ERA) if not for the relief foibles of Romero and Rick Bauer.  Vernon Wells very hot to start the year.  PR 7-4 in 1-run games.  20 errors led to 21 unearned runs.
	AARON

5

	Vernon Wells: 7 HR, 28 RBI
	12-14
	
	

	Tomo Ohka: 3-0, 1.36 ERA
	Home: 6-7
	
	

	JC Romero: 10.02 ERA, 20 IP
	Road: 6-7
	
	

	Marlon Anderson: .293 BA, 6 2B
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Einar Diaz: .200 BA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jose Valverde: 3-0, 1.65 ERA
	102 For
	132 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	BUCKEYE
	The Eclipse are off to a rocky start.  Albert Pujols already looks like an MVP contender.  Despite only 9 wins the defense has been quite tight- allowing only 9 errors.  Jamie Moyer has not enjoyed his new environs.
	AARON

6

	Albert Pujols: .377 BA, 10 HR
	9-17
	
	

	Mark Grudzielanek: .321 BA
	Home: 5-8
	
	

	Michael Young: .194 BA
	Road: 4-9
	
	

	Toby Hall: .175 BA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Jamie Moyer: 0-3, 6.23 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Brad Radke: 2-1, 2.93 ERA
	107 For
	128 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Juan Pierre, Tampa Bay
	.376
	.429
	.450
	0
	8
	25
	24

	Garrett Anderson, Annadale
	.406
	.465
	.822
	10
	15
	25
	1

	Albert Pujols, Buckeye
	.377
	.432
	.745
	10
	29
	20
	0


	April Performances
	MARYLAND
	The Mounders look good to start.  Only slipup so far was a 4-4 performance against the suddenly struggling Rainmakers.  Check out the woeful start of the Mounder catchers at left.  Ouch!  Mounder pitching impressive in April (3.34).
	MAYS

T-1

	Mike Bordick: .400 BA
	15-11
	
	

	Sammy Sosa: 6 HR, 22 RBI
	Home: 7-6
	
	

	Jeff Kent: .284 BA, 20 runs
	Road: 8-5
	
	

	Greg Myers: .148 BA
	Division: 4-4
	
	

	Damian Miller: .095 BA
	RUNS
	
	

	Matt Clement: 4-1, 2.77 ERA
	135 For
	104 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	SAVANNAH
	Good start for the Gnats.  Time has been found for all 3 1B on the club and they are performing well (Casey .429 BA, Fullmer .342 BA and Thomas, left).  Scott Sullivan, Rheal Cormier and Joe Table were a productive pen trio in April.
	MAYS

T-1

	Mark Prior: 4-0, 3.20 ERA
	15-11
	
	

	Scott Podsednik: 12 SB, 18 runs
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	Barry Larkin: .347 BA, 16 RBI
	Road: 7-6
	
	

	Frank Thomas: .407 OBP, 5 HR
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Vinny Castilla: .181 BA
	RUNS
	
	

	Danny Graves: 10.95 ERA
	124 For
	118 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	WEST OAKLAND
	WOW quite possibly would be in first place if not for some less than stellar pitching (NL worse 4.79 ERA).  Richie’s HR & RBI totals top the NL.  WOW’s 41 bombs lead the NL for April.  Dotel only WOW reliever below 4.00 ERA, barely.
	MAYS

3

	Bengie Molina: .462 BA
	14-12
	
	

	Richie Sexson: 13 HR, 29 RBI
	Home: 7-6
	
	

	Esteban Loaiza: 5-1, 3.74 ERA 
	Road: 7-6
	
	

	John Riedling: 8.18 ERA
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Mike Mussina: 5 BB, 41 K
	RUNS
	
	

	Johnny Damon: .308 BA, 18 runs
	138 For
	134 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	TAGGART
	Unlike WOW, if the Titans hit a bit more (.230 BA) their fortunes may be better to start.  Vlad no slip from his MVP season of a year ago.  Mike Koplove & Rafael Soriano have allowed only 2 April runs between them.
	MAYS

4

	Vlad Guerrero: .405 BA, 25 RBI
	12-14
	
	

	Adam Dunn: .129 BA, 1 HR
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	Jimmy Rollins: .194 BA
	Road: 4-9
	
	

	Derek Lowe: 3-2, 2.56 ERA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Shawn Estes: 0-4, 9.65 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	D’Angelo Jimenez: .379 OBP
	115 For
	123 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	ASPEN
	Oh how things have been reversed in Aspen.  The lowly start led Rene to pull the trigger on a deal for Pedro that should shape the team’s long-term future.  Just too many starting pitchers not doing the job so far for the Rainmaker faithful.
	MAYS

5

	Scott Rolen: .426 OBP, 12 2B’s
	9-17
	
	

	Luis Gonzalez: 6 HR, 17 RBI
	Home: 5-8
	
	

	Dave Roberts: .200 BA, 16 SB
	Road: 4-9
	
	

	Pedro Martinez: 1.95 ERA
	Division: 4-4
	
	

	Jarrod Washburn: 1-4, 6.00 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Wayne Franklin: 9.47 ERA
	93 For
	130 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	NORTHWOODS
	No surprise here for the Moose as the focus is on the future.  Team committed BW-worst 28 errors in April.  Then again, the club’s 19 triples led all of BW in April.  Pat Burrell may find himself somewhere soon if he doesn’t reverse gears.
	MAYS

6

	Rob Mackowiak: 3.04 BA, 4 3B’s
	8-18
	
	

	Joe Crede: 7 2B’s, 17 RBI
	Home: 4-9
	
	

	Pat Burrell: .162 BA
	Road: 4-9
	
	

	Brad Penny: 2-1, 2.90 ERA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Rick Helling: 0-4, 3.90 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Ryan Dempster: 7.14 ERA
	105 For
	141 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – NL Christy Mathewson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	Wade Miller, Lafontaine Park
	6
	0
	0
	2.13
	42
	31
	18
	32

	Matt Morris, Annadale
	5
	0
	0
	1.24
	36
	31
	6
	22

	Bartolo Colon, Virginia
	5
	0
	0
	2.68
	40
	32
	21
	28


	April Performances
	PORTLAND
	Thanks to an AL-best 3.71 ERA the Grays occupy the top spot in the Ruth after one month.  Actually, with better numbers from their 4 & 5 starters (left) they may have had an even better month.  Many of the Grays’ newcomers off to fine starts.
	RUTH

1

	Jason Schmidt: 4-0, 1.87 ERA
	18-8
	
	

	Manny Ramirez: 11 HR, 34 RBI
	Home: 10-3
	
	

	Hideki Matsui: .360 BA
	Road: 8-5
	
	

	Joe Borowski: 10 saves
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Dontrelle Willis: 7.77 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Victor Zambrano: 7.89 ERA
	146 For
	117 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	GOTHAM CITY
	The Gargoyles mashed their way through the AL in April aas they smacked 45 dingers and scored 168 runs.  Team posted a .376 OBP for the month.  Pitching was good enough (4.19 ERA) to let the offense win the games.
	RUTH

T-2

	Gary Sheffield: .791 SLG, 30 RBI
	17-9
	
	

	Eric Chavez: .366 BA, 10 2B’s
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	Jose Cruz Jr.: .311 BA, 26 runs
	Road: 9-4
	
	

	John Lackey: 4-0, 2.03 ERA
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	LaTroy Hawkins: 6 SV’s, 0 runs
	RUNS
	
	

	Darren Oliver: 7.50 ERA
	168 For
	126 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	PLUM ISLAND
	What a three-team war the Ruth is shaping up to be with the ‘Heads checking in at 17-9.  PI’s 3.76 ERA is second to Portland so far in the AL.  Solid offensive start for the ‘Heads.  Their 64 two-baggers top BW.
	RUTH

T-2

	Richard Hidalgo: .380 BA, 14 2B
	17-9
	
	

	Cliff Floyd: 12 HR, 22 RBI
	Home: 10-3
	
	

	Alfonso Soriano: 23 RBI, 8 SB
	Road: 7-6
	
	

	Billy Wagner: 8 saves
	Division: 6-2
	
	

	Javier Vazquez: 4-1, 2.79 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Sidney Ponson: 2-4, 7.14 ERA
	136 For
	105 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	SAN BERNARDINO
	The Stampede’s offense was mightily impressive in April.  However, the pitching was equally unimpressive.  The team should get over .500 soon as pitchers like Wolf, Kyle Lohse and Jon Garland just aren’t this bad.
	RUTH

4

	Brad Wilkerson: 1.270 OPS
	11-15
	
	

	A-Rod: 9 HR, 31 RBI
	Home: 7-6
	
	

	Mark Ellis: .139 BA
	Road: 4-9
	
	

	Randy Wolf: 1-4, 7.98 ERA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Keith Foulke: 6 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	Doug Mientkiewicz: .320 BA
	140 For
	147 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	WILLIAMSBURG
	The Burgesses are off to a tough start and you don’t have to look further than the trio that led this club a year ago- Boone, Thome and Jacque Jones.  All quite miserable in April.  Johan Santana somewhat surprisingly still in the pen in April.
	RUTH

T-5

	Luis Matos: .372 BA, 15 runs
	9-17
	
	

	Johan Santana: 3-1, 3.09 ERA
	Home: 6-7
	
	

	Nate Cornejo: 1-4, 6.11 ERA
	Road: 3-10
	
	

	Reggie Sanders: 6 HR, 18 RBI
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Bret Boone: .170 BA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jim Thome: .188 BA
	101 For
	128 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	TOONTOWN
	All the way to last the Rabbits have stumbled.  As predicted, the pitchers just can’t stop anyone so far.  Learning at the big league level ain’t easy.  Offensively, though, the club still gives the paying customer a show.
	RUTH

T-5

	Barry Bonds: .344 BA, 19 RBI
	9-17
	
	

	Mark Loretta: .343 BA
	Home: 6-7
	
	

	Magglio Ordonez: 22 RBI
	Road: 3-10
	
	

	R.A. Dickey: 1-4, 3.86 ERA
	Division: 2-6
	
	

	Brian Boehringer: 9.00 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Ryan Klesko: .275 BA, 7 HR
	124 For
	164 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL MVP

	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	Javy Lopez, Baltimore
	.368
	.427
	.920
	14
	27
	21
	0

	Trot Nixon, Syracuse
	.398
	.498
	.699
	6
	19
	26
	0

	Gary Sheffield, Gotham City
	.407
	.518
	.791
	9
	30
	23
	2


	April Performances
	SYRACUSE
	Syracuse opens up right where they left off.  Started out with a tough slate of April opponents as they played Plum Island, Portland, Gotham & Waukesha.  6-0 mark versus the now lowly Toontown helped much.
	COBB

1

	Trot Nixon: .398 BA, .699 SLG
	17-9
	
	

	Tim Wakefield: 4-1, 4.99 ERA
	Home: 10-3
	
	

	Woody Williams: 2-4, 3.38 ERA
	Road: 7-6
	
	

	Jose Valentin: 24 RBI
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Eric Gagne: 8 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	Raffy Palmeiro: .302 BA, 7 HR
	158 For
	113 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	BALTIMORE
	Bay Sox open on fire as the offense led the AL in homers and runs in April.  Pitching a problem as Alvarez the only starter to post a sub-5.00 ERA.  Pedro was brought in from Aspen to rectify the problem.  
	COBB

2

	Wilson Alvarez: 2-1, 2.31 ERA
	15-11
	
	

	Javy Lopez: .368 BA, 14 HR
	Home: 10-3
	
	

	Adrian Beltre: .296 BA, 9 HR
	Road: 5-8
	
	

	Rocco Baldelli: .341 BA, 8 SB
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Adam Kennedy: .353 BA, 7 SB
	RUNS
	
	

	Shawn Green: .241 BA, 2 HR
	172 For
	135 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	GREENVILLE
	The Black Sox have a solid first month.  The team has displayed a tad more pop than last season so far (25 HR in 26 games).  Ho hum pitching has some starters okay while others are struggling.  Pen doing its best to help.
	COBB

3

	Tom Gordon: 3-0, 5 SV, 0.75 ERA
	13-13
	
	

	Ichiro: .330 BA, 24 runs, 10 SB
	Home: 8-5
	
	

	Jose Guillen: .330 BA, .580 SLG
	Road: 5-8
	
	

	Damian Moss: 0-4, 6.93 ERA
	Division: 5-3
	
	

	Mark Buehrle: 3-0, 2.63 ERA 
	RUNS
	
	

	Aaron Rowand: .515 BA, 33 AB
	120 For
	127 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	SILVER
	Silver really struggled on the road (3-10) in April.  Pitching was quite poor as the staff allowed 40 dingers.  Offensively the Sluggers just need to see Carlos Beltran and David Ortiz start clicking when the weather begins to warm.
	COBB

4

	Orlando Cabrera: .330 BA, 9 2B
	12-14
	
	

	Preston Wilson: 9 HR, 20 RBI
	Home: 9-4
	
	

	Brian Lawrence: 1-3, 11.09 ERA
	Road: 3-10
	
	

	Jason Phillips: .313 BA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Carl Everett: .225 BA
	RUNS
	
	

	Matt Mantei: 6 saves
	136 For
	156 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	RIVENDELL
	A reasonable start for the Rivendell club.  Powered by the legs of Alex Sanchez the Knights are #1 in BW with 43 steals.  Erubiel having problems early around the bag at first as he has committed 7 errors already.   
	COBB

5

	Alex Sanchez: .349 BA, 23 SB
	11-15
	
	

	Erubiel Durazo: .415 OBP
	Home: 5-8
	
	

	Aaron Boone: .175 BA
	Road: 6-7
	
	

	Brett Tomko: 1-4, 7.99 ERA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Mark MacDougal: 6 SV, 0 runs
	RUNS
	
	

	Tim Salmon: 7 HR, 19 RBI
	117 For
	144 all.
	
	


	April Performances
	WAUKESHA
	Wow!  I don’t think anyone would have predicted the Bowlers to be last in all of BW after 26 games.  Poor road play the main culprit.  Shane Reynolds also was 0-5 in his April starts. Derek Jeter, bothered by bad hammy, and has only 50 AB
	COBB

6

	Mike Lowell:  11 HR, 25 RBI
	7-19
	
	

	Randy Winn: .326 BA
	Home: 5-8
	
	

	Mike Piazza: .169 BA
	Road: 2-11
	
	

	Vicente Padilla: 4-1, 3.64 ERA
	Division: 3-5
	
	

	Jeff D’Amico: 0-5, 8.14 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Craig Biggio: .221 BA, 9 2B
	101 For
	157 all.
	
	


	2004 Award Watch – AL Walter Johnson

	Player
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	Jason Schmidt, Portland
	4
	0
	0
	1.87
	34
	27
	5
	36

	John Lackey, Gotham City
	4
	0
	0
	2.03
	31
	27
	8
	22

	Javier Vazquez, Plum Island
	4
	1
	0
	2.79
	42
	32
	8
	49


Trades

87. Baltimore trades Josh Fogg, Rich Harden, Marlon Byrd, Josh Barfield, Bubba Nelson and Baltimore's 2005 1st round draft choice to Aspen for Pedro Martinez.

88. Tampa Bay trades Joe McEwing to Syracuse for $500,000.

89. Virginia trades Geronimo Gil to Syracuse for $625,000.

90. Maryland trades Billy McMillon to Syracuse for $100,000.

91. Virginia trades Frank Menechino to Syracuse for $350,000.

92. Baltimore trades Dustan Mohr and Julio Lugo to Syracuse for Syracuse's 2005 3rd round draft choice.

93. Baltimore trades Jose Morban, Rocco Baldelli and Pete Walker to Virginia for Jay Payton and Ruben Mateo.

Upcoming Deadlines

May 30th
Results due to opponents

May 30th
Results due to statisticians (Bob and Corey)

June 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

Toontown is assessed $3,750,000 in lateness penalties.

Port Richey was assessed a nuisance fine.

Articles

Some more contributions from others here in BW.

Next Issue of News & Report

Onward the season marches…

Williamsburg Gazette

April 2004

Gotham City @ Williamsburg

Game #1 Burgesses 6-11-0, Gargoyles 5-11-1 13 innings Last year is reprised as Burgesses hang tough and despite 3-0 and a late 5-3 deficit beat Gargoyles 6-5. Burgesses hurl 7 innings of NO-Hit relief, last 4 by Santana. HR-Sanders Thome Counsel for WIL; Coomer for GCG  WP-Santana  LP-Embree

Game #2 Gargolyes 15-18-0 Burgesses 3-9-2 Elmer Dessens and Steve W. Sparks perform the first of what will likely be many tag team appearances. Gargoyles pummel these butchers mercilessly. HR-Cruz Bagwell ChipJones, 2. WP-Lackey was beneficiary and Boyd notched a “save” for 3 IP.

Game #3 Burgesses 6-12-1 Gargoyles 4-6-3  Fielding lapses led to multiple runs; Sheffield had a key miscue in 8th that allowed go ahead runs to score after Gotham City had rallied from a 4-0 deficit to tie it at 4-4. Jose Cruz had 2 errors and a base hit allowed also critical earlier in game; I believe it was all in same inning. WP-Perez 1-1, 3.79  Save-Santana (1) 2.19  LP- Ramirez 1-1, 5.06.  HR-Bagwell (2) Cuddyear (1)—that one tied it in 8th, off Odalis’ card.

Game #4 Gargoyles 5-11-0 Burgesses 1-8-0 Cornejo not up to task giving up 2HRs one of them a crushing 3 run jerk by Chavez (2). Chipper added a HR (3). Burgesses had some chances but could not convert them. WP-Kennedy 1-0, 1.17 Save-Embree (1) 2.35

LP-Cornejo 0-2, 6.00

Greenville at Williamsburg

#1 Burgesses 8-10-0 Black Sox 6-14-2 Damian Moss knocked around for 6 runs all earned on 8 hits + 2BBs. Heredia gave up 2 more. WP-Dessens 1-2, 6.38

Save-Rincon (1) 6.30 LP-Moss 0-1, 13.50. HR-Suzuki (1) Spezio (1) Martinez (2)

#2 Black Sox 5-10-0 Burgesses 4-8-0 Black Sox nibble most innings on Nate Cornejo and build a 5-3 lead. HR-Guillen (1) Sanders (3) Boone (2) WP-Duckworth 2-0, 3.86

S-Gordon (1) 0.00 LP-Cornejo 0-3, 6.16

#3 Burgesses 3-6-0 Black Sox 2-9-2 12 innings  Jacque Jones lead off walk off HR (1) in bottom of 12th off Joe Nathan (L,0-1, 4.91)made a winner of Johan Santana (2-0, 2.95) who hurled 4 hitless innings of relief. One Felipe Lopez error led to an unearned run earlier off Buerhle. 3 DPs aided Burgess cause. Earlier, Thome missed a 1-7 HR chance in 9th to win.

Rivendell @ Williamsburg

#1 Rivendell 8-12-1 WIL 3-7-0  RIV jumped on Jorge Sosa for a 4 spot in first and we didn’t do much with Tomko. We scored a couple with help of error by SS Ginter who was an injury replacement. WP-Tomko 1-0, 2.84  LP-Sosa 0-1, 5.29 HR-Burnitz (1)

#2 Rivendell 6-11-1 WIL 4-9-0  Down 6-0, we lose 6-4 as Jacque Jones muffs a BP HR chance that would have tied score in 8th. The home park here strongly favors the LHB as many of you know; this muff by Jacque left the hometown crowd very disappointed. We couldn’t do a thing with Fassero (W, 1-0, 0.00); the 3 runs came off Grimsley in relief who was staked to 6-0 lead. Burnitz had the HR (2). LP-Maroth 1-1, 4.67 save-Silva (1) 0.00

#3 WIL 3-11-0, Rivendell 2-11-1  Rivendell gets 11 hits and 2 BBs in 4 and 1/3 off Dessens and emerges with only a 2-0 lead and doesn’t find the jugular. WIL nibbles away nearly winning in 8th but a Boone DP kills threat. In 9th, Counsel singles, steals 2nd and Santana tries to bunt him to 3rd but goes 1-2 in count. Next pitch was a passed ball, Counsel to 3rd. Then Tam (L,0-1, 9.00) gives up a single to Santana (W, 3-0, 2.66) off his own card and WIL salvages one game. WIL throws 4 and 2/3 IP of no hit relief.

Baltimore Bay Sox @ WIL

Game #1 Bay Sox 10-14-0 Burgesses 4-9-1  Cornejo (L, 0-4, 7.77)  did not have his “at’em” pitch going tonight and the Bay Sox shredded the Burgesses and did it early going up 8-0 after 3. Cornejo gave up 10 hits in 3 IP. HR-Lopez, Huff, Jones. Matos had a consolation HR off Harden. Dave Burba contributed with a save.

Game #2 BBS 5-8-0 WIL 4-9-0 Burgesses battle back from 3-1 deficit to lead momentarily but Rincon (L, 0-3, 8.76) hands it back to Bay Sox when they score 2 in 8th. Johan Santana uncorked a WP to allow tie breaking run to score. HR-Lopez, Matos

Halama blows save but vultures a win; Kolb shaky in 9th but gets out of a 1st and 3rd one out jam for save.

Game #3 WIL 3-8-0, BBS 1-5-1 Jorge Sosa (W, 1-1, 4.50) is “effectively wild” giving up 4 hits and 5 BBs in 5 innings. Kershner and Santana (S, 2, 2.16) shut down Sox over last 4 innings. HR-Green Counsel (2) JJones (2). Jacque Jones 2 run shot was game winner in 5th. LP-Traschel.

WHAT I WOULD DO

By Bill Ziem

Man, do I really love the managing aspect to any strat-o-matic league- most of all Brassworld.  Where else can you manage a team through an entire month of the season, expect to have the best starting staff in the entire National league, only to see my team, the West Oakland Wolverines last in pitching.  LAST!!!!!!!!!!!  I knew, going in, that my bullpen would struggle, but to see WOW absolutely last in the league in pitching for an entire month is flat out disheartening.  I spent over $16,000,000 on Loaiza, traded away a young stud in Carl Crawford to get Mike Mussina, got a good deal to obtain Jerome Williams to add to Roy Oswalt and Kerry Wood to have what I thought would be a very good rotation.  It hasn't exactly worked out that way.

By the way, I HATE Octavio Dotel.  Make some offers, boys.  He's signed long tem, but I'm going to kill him long before the end of his contract.  In the old days, I would have ripped his card up several times over.

It's a good thing the Wolves brought their bats in April.  Playing the sunshine of Arizona must have really helped my hitting.  It won't last.

I would assume that most of us are like me, having played in other leagues, and, in fact, playing in simultaneous leagues.  For me, this is my first salary league.  Frankly, I love the concept, though I've made a ton of mistakes.  But, there are a few tweaks that I would think would better an already great concept.

1.  Have a reward structure for the teams that make the playoffs, win the division, win the league, etc.  I realize the argument against this would be that the rich get richer, but I think we should have a financial incentive to do well.  Hell, we're all big boys with a decent, at least, knowledge of the game.  Not a great deal of money, but something to keep those teams on the fringe to shoot for the playoffs.  I'd propose $500,000 for making the playoffs, $1,000,000 to the division winners, $1,500,000 for the league champs and $2,000,000 for Brassworld Champs.  These sums are not added together.  

2.  Studs from Japan should be free agents after the season they 1st compete in the Majors.  With respect to whoever signed Kazuo Matsui, he should cost a free agent's salary, not $200,000.

3.  We should be able to spend more than our allotted money in any year.  In other words, if a team has only $60,000,000 to spend and they have $65,000,000 in salaries, they are, obviously, $5,000,000 in the hole.  BUT, it should cost them interest on their 'loan' of 10%.  So, in the example above, the following year, the team would be $5,500,000 in the hole.  In real life, teams do this all the time.  At some point they have to dump salaries, just at the point the general manager wants.  At a price, of course.

All of the above suggestions correspond with real life.  I think any league ahould try to be as close to real life as possible.  These 3 suggestions do this, IMHO.
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