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Playoffs in Full Swing

In the AL Syracuse has held serve so far as they advanced into the ALCS with a 4 games to 1 victory over Plum Island.  The Greenheads have to feel a tad panged after their series loss to the Chiefs as they started out in the lead in each of the five games.  In the deciding game five the ‘Heads took a 3-1 lead into the eighth inning only to see Kirk Rueter serve up a decisive three-run homer to Raffy Palmiero.  Eric Gagne won once out of the pen and saved two other victories for the Chiefs.  

The ‘Heads had advanced to face Syracuse after dispensing the Black Sox in six games.  For the Black Sox they hit homers in the two games they won and did not smack any when they lost four times.  Bob is going to have some find some pop to reverse his fortunes methinks (  Mark Mulder pitched two strong outings for the ‘Heads but could not register a win in either of them.  Mark Kotsay was impressive with the stick as he was 10 for 19 in the series. 

The other ALCS entrant is yet to be determined as a winner needs to emerge from the Williamsburg-Toontown matchup.  The Burgesses are the lowest remaining seed left in the BW playoffs and hence now carry the “Cinderella” mantle.  The Burgesses moved on by winning a thrilling seven game series over the Keglers.  The deciding game came with a 2-1 final score.  The Burgesses opened the contest with a Craig Counsell double that was followed by a long Jacque Jones homer.  Those two runs were all they would need as Odie Perez was fantastic on the hill as he whiffed nine in six-plus innings of work.  Twice in the series Odie was able to best Ramon Ortiz in head-to-head matchups.

Over in the NL we have our first champion as the Lafontaine Park Diamonds have emerged on top.  The Diamonds advanced to the NLCS after going to the brink with the Mounders- only to advance with a 4-2 game seven victory.  The Diamonds pen was stellar in the clincher as it yielded only one hit in five innings of work.  Jose Vidro was 3 for 3 when it counted with two runs driven in.  

Top seeded Aspen advanced from the other semi after taking out Virginia in six games.  In game six Pedro single-handedly demolished the Patriots with a complete game one-hitter!  Pedro also whiffed 12 Pats in the contest.  All five Rainmaker runs came in on homers- two from John Olerud’s shot and three on a Jason LaRue blast.   Until the 5-0 “drubbing” in game six, no game in this series was decided by more than three runs.  

The NLCS proved a tad anti-climatic as the Diamonds finished off Aspen in five games.  Game One was the best in this series as the Diamonds claimed the first win of the series with a thrilling 4-2 win in 12 innings.  Solo Shots by Ramon Castro and Mike Lowell in the twelfth were the difference.  In game 5 LP starter Kip Wells was shaky as he walked six in only five innings of work, but lucky for him Jarrod Washburn was off his game as he yielded seven runs in seven innings.  Mike Cameron was the offensive hero in the clincher as he went 3 for 4 with a dinger and three ribbies.  Vidro was 7 for 19 in the series and while Miggy Tejada went 7 for 21 with 6 rbi.

Award Voting

In the NL MVP race Vlad Guerrero took advantage of a muddled race to emerge as the first winner.  At least something good came from Taggart’s inaugural year (  Vlad holds the distinction of being BW’s first 40-40 player.  Here is how the Top 5 vote getters looked:

	NL MVP
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	Pts

	Vlad Guerrero, Taggart
	5
	3
	0
	0
	3
	74

	Todd Helton, Maryland
	1
	4
	4
	0
	0
	58

	Manny Ramirez, Abilene
	2
	1
	3
	2
	0
	48

	Bobby Abreu, West Oak.
	2
	1
	1
	3
	1
	42

	Miguel Tejada, LP
	0
	0
	2
	3
	0
	19


The Mathewson race was more clear cut and as such Tim Hudson won quite comfortably.  Here is how those votes shook out:

	NL MATHEWSON
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	Pts

	Tim Hudson, Virginia
	8
	0
	1
	1
	0
	88

	Barry Zito, Annadale
	0
	4
	3
	2
	1
	50

	Pedro Martinez, Aspen
	2
	1
	3
	1
	2
	47

	Matt Clement, Maryland
	0
	5
	1
	2
	0
	46

	Jamie Moyer, Aspen
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	20


Barry took the AL MVP honors in impressive fashion.  A-Rod finished comfortably in second to the Great Bonds.  Williamsburg places two of their players in the Top 5.

	AL MVP
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	Pts

	Barry Bonds, Toontown
	8
	0
	2
	0
	0
	90

	Alex Rodriguez, San Bern.
	1
	4
	2
	2
	0
	54

	Jim Thome, Williamsburg
	0
	2
	3
	1
	0
	32

	Brian Giles, Syracuse
	0
	3
	0
	2
	1
	28

	Jacque Jones, Williamsburg
	1
	0
	2
	1
	3
	26


The inaugural Walter Johnson Award was the only unanimous selection.  The Big Unit was perched atop every AL ballot.

	AL JOHNSON
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	Pts

	Randy Johnson, Syracuse
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	100

	Curt Schilling, Portland
	0
	9
	0
	1
	0
	66

	Mark Mulder, Plum Isl.
	0
	1
	3
	2
	1
	29

	Javier Vazquez, Plum Isl.
	0
	0
	2
	3
	2
	21

	Derrek Lowe, Rivendell
	0
	0
	1
	4
	3
	20


And now one of our most prestigious awards because I hope it not only comes to signify a manager who has succeeded within the challenging framework of BW but also that of a manger who is professional in his dealings with the league and contributory in his actions.  Our first winner of the Billy Beane is indeed all of these for not only did Daniel lead his team into the BRASSWORLD Series but he also has been quite professional, and thanks to his draft efforts, helped mightily to get BW off the ground.  Congratulations to Daniel Valois as BW’s first Billy Beane Award recipient!  

Free Agency Notes

We have all received Ray’s file that lists the known free agents in BRASSWORLD.  A careful reading of the BW constitution though informs us that there are other players who need to be “scouted” and thus are also available in free agency.  Straight from the free agency section of the constitution: “Also eligible for bidding are players who sometime prior to the most recent MLB season achieved BRASSWORLD’s Major League thresholds (see Contracts section, clause B) but are not on a team.”  As an additional reference, players like Scott Podsednik and Brandon Webb are rookies and are thus draft-eligible and not free agents.  Who may be free agent eligible then?  Hmmm…I think we all need to do our homework to discover that (   
If you have questions about free agency and how it works feel free to get in contact with Ray and/or I.  I have run BRASSball FA in the past so I understand how this is all supposed to work.

Arbitration Notes

Arbitration came and went and we owners need some better lawyers on our side or something.  We won only 30 of the 86 cases presented to the judge.  Trot Nixon of Syracuse and Matt Clement of Maryland received the largest awards as they will both be making 2.25M in 2004.  Here are four players that made out like bandits thanks to arbitration…

Ben Davis 
 
$1,050,000

Geoff Blum 

$1,280,000

Pete Munro

$1,600,000

Dave Roberts

$1,280,000

And here are a few players that need better agents for future negotiations…

Kevin Millar

$1,250,000

Braden Looper
$1,250,000

Kris Benson

$1,000,000

West Bend under New Ownership

Clinton has moved from his advisory role for the Patriots over to full ownership of the West Bend franchise.  Clinton has much experience from his time in the winter BRASS league.  

Our First Year

Soon we will have our first champion.  With that the inaugural BW campaign will be in the books.  It has been a very enjoyable first year.  Many of you have passed along notes expressing your enjoyment of BW.  Corey and I try our best but we couldn’t really pull it off unless the rest of you were professional, committed and eager in your approaches to the league.   Thank you to all of you.

Trades

OCTOBER

1. Virginia trades Robert Fick to Buckeye for Buckeye's 2004 3rd round draft choice and $500,000.
2. Taggart trades Luis Rivas to Gotham City for Eric Byrnes.
3. Lafontaine Park trades Geoff Blum to Buckeye for Buckeye's 2004 5th round draft choice.
4. Silver trades Jerome Williams to West Oakland for Jason Phillips.
5. Williamsburg trades Jared Fernandez to Virginia for Neifi Perez and $300,000.
6. Virginia trades Brian Banks to Buckeye for Aaron Fultz.
7. Taggart trades Jeff Weaver to Buckeye for Paul Lo Duca and Paul Konerko.
8. Annadale trades Cesar Izturis to Plum Island for Taggart's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
9. Buckeye trades Billy Koch to Plum Island for Tsuyoshi Shinjo.
10. Buckeye trades Aaron Cook to Virginia for Buckeye's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
11. Tampa Bay trades Mike Mussina to West Oakland for Carl Crawford.
12. Tampa Bay trades Ivan Rodriguez, Omar Daal and Ricardo Rincon to Plum Island for Juan Pierre and Kirk Rueter.
13. Annadale trades Byung-Hyun Kim to Virginia for Placido Polanco and $650,000.
14. Tampa Bay trades Brad Voyles, Alexis Gomez and Josh Hamilton to Plum Island for Rod Barajas.
15. Tampa Bay sends Orlando Palmeiro to Port Richey for Ron Belliard.
16. San Bernardino sends Scott Schoeneweis to Tampa Bay for $140,000.
17. Buckeye trades Tsuyoshi Shinjo to Plum Island for Plum Island's 2005 5th round draft choice.
18. Tampa Bay sends Manny Ramirez and Bobby Jenks to Portland for Freddy Garcia, Adam Eaton and Brandon Lyon.
19. Silver trades Chris Stynes to Tampa Bay for Brandon Lyon.
20. Lafontaine Park trades Mike Lowell to Waukesha for Jim Edmonds.
21. Lafontaine Park trades Jay Witasick to Baltimore for Ricky Ledee.
22. Lafontaine Park trades Brian Daubach to Plum Island for Plum Island's 2005 3rd round draft choice.

NOVEMBER

23. Waukesha trades Moises Alou to Greenville for Greenville's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
24. Northwoods trades Milton Bradley to Virginia for Virginia's 2004 1st round draft choice, Jeff Francoeur and Rob Mackowiak.

Upcoming Deadlines

November 26th
Free Agent bids are due to Ray Martin

Fines

Rivendell was fined $1,000,000 for being late with their awards ballot.

Articles

As usual, BW membership continues to flood me with article submissions (  Thanks much guys.

Next Issue Of News & Report

A champion is crowned!  Plus early news from the free agency front.

Final 2003 Brassworld Pythagorean Analysis

Earlier this year this chart was offered to gain some idea of what teams might be over- or underperforming. Reasons for any deviation include managerial decisions and luck. Over 162 games, the numbers become more meaningful and by comparing what the final win totals are for each team vs expected win totals, we can gain appreciation for the efforts of the other managers as well as see that teams weren’t really as bad or as good as they seemed. (Deviations +/- 4 are not generally meaningful.) For example, Greenville won 87 games yet was predicted to win 79. This was the best performance of any manager by a playoff bound team. Maybe this luck/managerial genius will be constant year-to-year, but more likely, all things being equal, Greenville is really a .500 team and will have a hard time repeating this performance. For 2003, however, Greenville makes a strong case for Manager of the Year. In the mid year Pythagorean analysis, Greenville was close to Waukesha, just 2 games behind, but the analysis at that time suggested Waukesha was better and in fact over the remainder of the season, WAU pulled away and finished 10 games in front of GBS. Congratulations to Portland for best overall performance above expected. 

Apologies for inclusions of columns 3,4, and 5; they are needed to perform calculations and I couldn’t remember how to delete them without causing errors in the spreadsheet.
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	Pythagorean Analysis

	COBB
	Runs
	OppRuns
	
	
	
	Proj W-L%
	Proj Wins
	Real Wins
	mgr quality

	Silver Sluggers
	734
	981
	538756
	
	1501117
	0.359
	58.1
	53
	(5.1)

	Greenville Black Sox
	588
	604
	345744
	364816
	710560
	0.487
	78.8
	87
	8.2

	Rivendell Knights
	778
	860
	605284
	739600
	1344884
	0.450
	72.9
	72
	(0.9)

	West Bend Rocks
	671
	715
	450241
	511225
	961466
	0.468
	75.9
	68
	(7.9)

	Syracuse Sky Chiefs
	1008
	706
	1016064
	498436
	1514500
	0.671
	108.7
	107
	(1.7)

	Waukesha Keglers
	825
	662
	680625
	438244
	1118869
	0.608
	98.5
	97
	(1.5)

	
	
	
	
	962361
	
	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plum Island Greenheads
	762
	681
	580644
	463761
	1044405
	0.556
	90.1
	91
	0.9

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	854
	914
	729316
	835396
	1564712
	0.466
	75.5
	75
	(0.5)

	Portland Grays
	720
	891
	518400
	793881
	1312281
	0.395
	64.0
	73
	9.0

	San Bernadino Stampede
	650
	758
	422500
	574564
	997064
	0.424
	68.6
	68
	(0.6)

	Toontown Rabbits
	855
	623
	731025
	388129
	1119154
	0.653
	105.8
	101
	(4.8)

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	778
	776
	605284
	602176
	1207460
	0.501
	81.2
	86
	4.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AARON
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annadale Anteaters
	664
	635
	440896
	403225
	844121
	0.522
	84.6
	75
	(9.6)

	Buckeye Eclipse
	799
	898
	638401
	806404
	1444805
	0.442
	71.6
	79
	7.4

	Abilene Longhorns
	734
	640
	538756
	409600
	948356
	0.568
	92.0
	92
	(0.0)

	Virginia Patriots
	809
	634
	654481
	401956
	1056437
	0.620
	100.4
	90
	(10.4)

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	870
	721
	756900
	519841
	1276741
	0.593
	96.0
	95
	(1.0)

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	628
	874
	394384
	763876
	1158260
	0.340
	55.2
	61
	5.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aspen Rainmakers
	712
	572
	506944
	327184
	834128
	0.608
	98.5
	101
	2.5

	Boston Braves
	600
	841
	360000
	707281
	1067281
	0.337
	54.6
	62
	7.4

	Maryland Mounders
	815
	690
	664225
	476100
	1140325
	0.582
	94.4
	97
	2.6

	Northwoods Moose
	723
	858
	522729
	736164
	1258893
	0.415
	67.3
	59
	(8.3)

	Taggart Titans
	770
	838
	592900
	702244
	1295144
	0.458
	74.2
	71
	(3.2)

	West Oakland Wolverines
	735
	708
	540225
	501264
	1041489
	0.519
	84.0
	84
	(0.0)


SELF CRITIQUING

Bill Ziem- West Oakland

It's been a very good beginning to what I hope is a long relationship with Brassworld.  Being my first salary league, I was apprehensive regarding my GM skills.  Frankly, I had no clue as to how to draft an entire league and assign salaries to players.  I wish I could say I've learned alot.  Instead I can only say that I believe I've made quite a few mistakes.  Most of the problems are with over-paying players.

Some rather glaring mistakes-  Jose Hernandez will receive $3,000,000 for 2004 and 2005.  He hit .225 in 2003 and was cut by the Pirates.  Tony Batista will be paid $1.9 million for 2 years.  Not bad for a .235 hitter (.195 v lefties).  This is the left side of my infield!

Even some of the 'stars' are probably overpaid.  I get Kerry Wood, Richie Sexson and Bobby Abreu for 4 more years.  The problem is that they account for 42% of my yearly gate receipts at $7 Million apiece.  They are decent players, but not exactly Pedro, A-Rod and Vlad. 

My lack of computer expertise has cost me a nuisance fine.  Getting used to a new computer has cost me time that could have been used to write $300,000 articles.  I had one written (in my head) when Masato Yoshii squared off against Kaz Ishii in May. How about 2 Japanese starters going against one another so early in our league?  Being a member of another league, having 2 teams in that league, has made life interesting.

All in all, though, I was fairly satisfied with 84 wins in the NL Mays division.  But, losing to Bill Galanis' Maryland club in the playoffs was disappointing.  Not that Bill didn't have a better team, but the matchup was terrible.  My club struggled with lefties all year.  Bill knew this and threw 4 lefties in 5 games.  I hate saying this, but Galanis is a very good owner/manager/general manager. 

West Oaklands should be better in 2004.  We have made 2 trades, both of which may come back to haunt us in the future.  Gone are youngsters Carl Crawford and Jason Phillips.  Jerome Williams and Mike Mussina were acquired and will combine with Wood and Roy Oswalt to give the Wolves a decent core of starters.  One more solid starter is needed.  Mark Hendrickson is a year away.

I'm looking forward to free agency season. I'm not sure I haven't spent more than I should have.  Mistakes will be made, but I think that's the fun of learning a system such as we have in Brassworld.  Stay tuned.

Maryland Mounders Year-End Report

November, 2003-11-02

The Mounders completed a strong inaugural Brassworld season by going 97-65 in the regular season, second to the Aspen Rainmakers in the Mays Division and the second best overall regular season record in the National League.  The team followed up its strong regular season by winning its first round series against arch-rival West Oakland before falling to second seed Lafointaine Park in seven exciting games.  The 2003 team’s success was based on its offense, which finished first in the NL.  The team batted .275 and scored 815 runs, led by all star starters Todd Helton (.331, 111 runs, 60 doubles, 22 HRs 118 RBI) and Tim Salmon (.305, 96 runs, 44 doubles, 24 HR, 88 RBI).  Jeff Kent (.287, 102 runs, 43 doubles, 31 HR, 105 RBI) also had a very strong offensive season.  The offense was based on high onbase percentage and doubles power, but a lack of speed hurt some in the playoffs.

Also critical to the team’s success was a great bullpen, spearheaded by all stars John Smoltz (1.60, 33 saves) and Alan Embree (1.41, 4 wins, 4 saves), and the underrated Darren Holmes (1.59, 10 wins 3 saves).  The team’s top three starters, Hideo Nomo (3.05, 14-9), Matt Clement 3.73, 21-6), and Mark Redman (3.72, 18-6), also were effective, particularly Clement, who went 12-1 in the second half of the season, but the back end of the rotation (Andy Pettitte, Brad Radke, and Jason Marquis) kept this from being a top-tier group.  Nonetheless, the team’s 3.83 ERA was good enough to finish in the top 5 in the NL, which is not too shabby.

The disappointment of the playoff loss to Lafontaine Park is tempered by the realization that Maryland will contend again in 2004.  The infield, which was such a strength in 2003, will again be the heart of the team in 2004 (and beyond), with Helton, Kent, and Corey Koskie joined by rookie Alex Cintron.  Chris Woodward and Royce Clayton, last year’s starters at SS, will provide infield depth.  At catcher, Damian Miller returns to provide good defense at catcher, while Victor Martinez begins his development as the backup to Miller.  The Bernie Williams and Tim Salmon will return to anchor the corner outfield spots, but injuries have reduced their effectiveness a bit.  Danny Bautista and Quintin McCracken were 2/3 of a very effective centerfield platoon in 2003, and Bautista will help some in 2004, but McCracken has fallen off the face of the earth.  Luckily, rookie Larry Bigbie made some big strides and will be able to take the majority of the playing time in center in 2004.  

The starting rotation will be very strong, with five asterisk starters and a sixth starter who just missed qualifying with 29 starts.  Nomo, Redman, and Clement will return at the top of the rotation, and this time Pettitte and Radke should be better compliments in the 4th and 5th spots.  Matt Kinney and T.J. Tucker made significant strides in their development and will provide depth to the rotation, as well as solid middle relief help.  Smoltz will return as an elite closer, but the 2 studs who helped get to Smoltz (Embree and Holmes) are both lost to free agency.  In their stead, rookie Brad Lidge will be expected to help set up Smoltz.  The team also needs to add bullpen depth through free agency and the rookie draft.

The team’s minor leaguers also showed some promise in 2003.  Lidge, Cintron, and Bigbie emerged as key parts of the 2004 team, and the system is especially stocked in quality left handed starters, with Macay McBride and Andy Sisco behind Pettitte and Redman.  Grady Sizemore is an exciting outfield prospect who will hopefully replace Salmon soon, and Walter Young, Lew Ford, Dee Brown, and David Kelton also show some promise.  Justin Wayne adds righthanded depth to the system and should get another opportunity in Florida as the Marlins move some veterans to keep payroll down.  

Despite a need for bullpen depth and bench strength, the Mounders will not be very active in free agency or in the offseason trading market.  The team will try and add a couple of relievers through free agency, and Royce Clayton may be moved to a team in need of at bats at shortstop, but most of the team’s offseason energies will be focused on the draft, during which Maryland plans to add at least 10 new players to the system.  Given the limitations engendered by the salary cap, and the money committed to the offensive stars in the lineup, this is likely to be the team’s philosophy for at least a couple of more years and Maryland expects to add at least 10 rookies a year for the foreseeable future.  But, if you have a trade idea, I am always willing to listen, and I do have an asterisk starter that I could deal for the right price.

Meanwhile, we plot our revenge against the Diamonds (“up and in to Tejada; that must have gotten away from Nomo”). 
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