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AL Notes

	COBB Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	107-55
	---
	57-24
	50-31
	51-19
	23-15
	24-16
	.844
	3.85

	Waukesha Keglers
	97-65
	10
	53-28
	44-37
	49-21
	23-16
	28-26
	.805
	3.79

	Greenville Black Sox
	87-75
	20
	46-35
	41-40
	40-30
	23-16
	36-22
	.681
	3.54

	Rivendell Knights
	72-90
	35
	42-39
	30-51
	24-46
	15-26
	19-19
	.730
	5.02

	West Bend Rocks
	68-94
	39
	31-50
	37-44
	27-43
	21-22
	19-31
	.687
	3.99

	Silver Sluggers
	53-109
	54
	27-54
	26-55
	19-51
	16-31
	22-35
	.731
	5.44


Syracuse finished the regular season with the best record in BW.  Now they have to run the playoff gauntlet to earn the ultimate prize.  Larry Walker led the Chiefs in hitting with a .321 average.  He also scored 101 runs.  The big producers though for the club came from a trio of bombers that  racked up 40 or more homers.  Brian Giles (41 HR, .446 OBP), Raffy Palmeiro (42 HR, 135 RBI) and Trot Nixon (40 HR, .563 SLG).  Ray Durham hit .303 and provides the club with its only real source of speed (20 steals).  Greg Colbrunn’s .322 BA and .596 SLG very handy off the bench.  Randy Johnson quite possibly the top candidate for the Walter Johnson after posting a 24-7 mark with 343 whiffs and a 2.67 ERA.  The Unit just missed the pitchers “Triple Crown” as his ERA was good for only second.  Miguel Batista went 14-5 with a 3.57 ERA.  Eric Gagne whiffed 124 in 84 innings of closer duty.  The only thing the Chiefs may have to worry about come playoff time is a defense that committed the most errors in BW- 161.  In a seven game series that may be enough to tip the game to an opponents favor.

AL SHUTOUTS:  JOHNSON, SKY…6  Schilling, GRA…4  Mulder, PIG…3  A bunch…2

The Keglers are certainly a contender for the crown also after winning 97 games.  Mike Piazza is the heart of the team and he clubbed 39 homers and drove in 106 to lead the club in both categories.  Jim Edmonds hit .328 with a .428 OBP.  Derek Jeter hit .290 with 35 steals and 19 homers.  Randy Winn hit .318 and led the club with 42 doubles and 108 runs scored.  Jermaine Dye was the only regular who had a subpar season (.249 BA).  Ramon Ortiz was the winningest Kegler with 16.  Orlando Hernandez was the most effective pitcher on the staff as he recorded a 2.95 ERA for the year.  Jason Isringhausen saved a whopping 52 games despite a 5.68 ERA and an 0-6 record.  That’s just plain odd.  Roger Clemens may be the playoff key for the Keglers as he was good in the regular season (15-7, 4.01 ERA) but could be much better.

AL HITS:  WINN, WAU…204  Jones, WIL…201  JETER, WAU…198  Pierre, PIG…190

The Black Sox qualified for the playoffs and will look to play spoiler with an offense that produced the fewest homers in BW (107).  Ichiro and his .302 average and 75 steals is the main cog of the Greenville offense.  Scott Spiezio (77 rbi) and Steve Finley (17 HR) were the main run producers for the Sox.  Omar Vizquel swiped 51 bags and committed only fiver errors at short.  Mark Buehrle is the ace of the staff (14-9, 3.51 ERA).  Look for Damian Moss to be more effective in the playoffs than he was during the regular season (8-9, 4.15 ERA).  Opponents could muster only a .196 BA against Moss and that was good for second in the NL.  Robb Nen was solid in the closer role (6-4,  29 saves).

AL TRIPLES:  ICHIRO, GBS…10  Walker, SKY…9  Edmonds, WAU…9  PIERZYNSKI, GBS…8

Rivendell finished in fourth with a 72-90 record.  Jason Giambi had a very nice season as he slugged .605 and got on at a .467 clip.  Luis Castillo led a club full of speed demons with 91 steals.  Alex Sanchez had 40 himself to go along with a .308 average in little over a half season’s work.  Sammy Sosa led the club in homers (45) and rbi (120).  Aaron Boone hit a lowly .212 but he did double 48 times, smack 21 dingers and swipe 32 bases.  Derek Lowe was the ace of a shaky pitching staff as he went 16-8 with a 3.43 ERA.  Livan Hernandez somehow won 11 games with a 6.40 ERA.

AL LOSSES:  STURTZE, RIV…16  BYRD, RIV…15  Wilson, SIL…15  Sparks, WIL…15

West Bend almost snuck into fourth but ended up in fifth with a 68-94 record.  Shawn Green hit 34 homers with 99 rbi.  Andruw Jones doubled 37 times.  Rafael Furcal rang up 58 steals.  Brad Ausmus (.221 BA) and Jose Offerman (.156 BA) had poor seasons.  On the mound David Wells went 12-8 with a 3.18 ERA.  Steve Trachsel went 10-12 with a 3.97 ERA.  Mark Guthrie, Juan Acevedo, Todd Van Poppel and Steve Reed were a quietly effective quartet out of the Rocks pen.

AL BA vs RHP:  Bonds, TOO….399  Jones, WIL….361  HUFF, WBR….340  

The Sluggers finished with the worst mark (53-109) in BW in Year One.  David Ortiz was quite impressive in only 275 at bats as he hit .324 with 16 homers and 60 rbi.  Orlando Cabrera hit .287 with 49 two-baggers.  Carlos Beltran hit only .259 but led the club in runs (101), homers (26) and steals (31).  Preston Wilson will be looking to improve on his .224 BA in 2004.  No Slugger pitcher won more than seven times in 2003.  Paul Wilson fared the best as he finished with a 3.93 ERA.  

AL BB/9 IP:  Reed, GBS…1.56  THOMSON, SIL…1.83  Schilling, GRA…1.83  Rueter, PIG…2.06

	RUTH Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Toontown Rabbits
	101-61
	---
	53-28
	48-33
	44-26
	20-18
	24-27
	.791
	3.51

	Plum Island Greenheads
	91-71
	10
	56-25
	35-46
	40-30
	26-19
	30-30
	.747
	3.95

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	86-76
	15
	50-31
	36-45
	37-33
	13-23
	32-24
	.760
	4.38

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	75-87
	26
	41-40
	34-47
	35-35
	22-22
	26-21
	.781
	5.12

	Portland Grays
	73-89
	28
	36-45
	37-44
	32-38
	17-32
	19-17
	.732
	5.05

	San Bernardino Stampede
	68-94
	33
	34-47
	34-47
	22-48
	10-25
	27-37
	.697
	4.30


Toontown captured the Ruth division title while one of their players, Barry Bonds, finished the season above the magical .400 mark.  For the year Bonds hit .401.  He smacked 51 homers and collected 168 walks.  Those two numbers helped him to produce a .567 (!) OBP and an .837 slugging.  Quite frankly, this man is the AL MVP, in my humble opinion.  Mags Ordonez was the other key staple of the Rabbit lineup.  He hit .302 with 30 homers and 142 rbi.  Kenny Lofton was an effective leadoff man with his .380 OBP and 49 steals.  Ryan Klesko (.234), Herb Perry (.222) and Alex Gonzalez (.210) had down years although Klesko and Perry did supply the offense with homers.  Kevin Millwood’s 2.38 was tops in the AL.  Ismael Vlades was 18-6.  Jason Schmidt (12-10, 3.30) and John Lieber (9-4, 3.17) combine with the other two to give the Rabbits four above-average starters for the playoffs.  Mariano Rivera allowed 10 homers in 46 innings of work in 2003.

AL RBI:  ORDONEZ, TOO…142  Rodriguez, SBS…140  Palmeiro, WAU…135  

Plum Island heads into the playoffs as the #4 seed after finishing in second place in the Ruth.  Mike Sweeney hit .326 with 25 homers and 94 ribbies and was also a rare firstbaseman with speed (21 steals).  Alfonso Soriano was quite dangerous all year long as he hit .270 with 33 homers and 55 steals.  His homer total and 115 rbi were club best in both categories.  Cliff Floyd drove in 104 runs and also scored 95.  Juan Pierre swiped 93 bases.  Mark Mulder (15-7, 3.09) and Javier Vazquez (15-8, 3.34) are about as fine a young lefty-righty combo you’ll find in BW.  Billy Wagner saved 27 games for the Greenheads.  Kirk Rueter was 12-10 with a 3.31 ERA.

AL STEALS:  PIERRE, PIG…93  Castillo, RIV…91  Ichiro, GBS…75  Furcal, WBR…58

Williamsburg nailed down the final AL playoff spot with an 86-76 record.  With his 55 homers and 122 rbi Jim Thome would probably be a cinch for MVP, but probably not this season.  Jacque Jones hit .345, slugged .636 and drove in 119 runs in 2003.  Combined with Thome, the duo should prove quite dangerous in the playoffs.  Chris Singleton’s 20 steals led the club.  Jeromy Burnitz’s paltry .218 BA isn’t terribly helpful but his 25 homers are.  Bret Boone collected 41 doubles and 20 homers.  The Burgesses had a bizarre accomplishment in 2003 on their pitching staff.  Their leading winner was reliever Jorge Sosa (?) with 16!  No starts, all relief work for Sosa.  The next most on the staff was Odie Perez’ 10 wins in 33 starts.  This is a playoff team and those were the only two pitchers to win in double digits and one is a reliever.  Very strange indeed.  Steve Sparks will surely see little playoff action (6-15, 7.34 ERA).

AL APPS:  SANTANA, WIL…78  Gagne, SKY…69  SOSA, WIL…68  Rodriguez, WAU…67

Gotham was much better in the second half on their way to a respectable 75-87 finish.  Eric Chavez clubbed 52 homers, which aided greatly in his 135 rbi.  Chipper Jones hit .323 with a .420 OBP.  Jeff Bagwell hit .292 with 38 homers and 109 rbi.  The Gargoyles’ 264 homers as a team led all of BW in 2003.  Carlos Guillen hit only .236 on the year.  Joe Kennedy was the best Gotham pitcher with a 14-9 mark and a 3.60 ERA.  LaTroy Hawkins was 9-3 with a 2.95 ERA out of the pen for the Gargoyles.  With some improved pitching on this club in 2004 the Gargoyles could quickly move into playoff contention.

AL HR ALLOWED:  ASTACIO, GCG…49  Schilling, GRA…36  Thomson, SIL…35  Wolf, SBS…35

Portland finished in fifth with 73 wins.  Offensively the club was a little weak with the longball as they clubbed only 137 on the campaign.  Junior Spivey had a nice year as he hit .306, slugged .492 and got on at a .370 clip.  Marcus Giles (.362 BA) and Austin Kearns (.312) were quite effective in part-time roles.  Erubiel Durazo led the club with 19 dingers.  Veteran Matt Lawton led the club with 74 rbi despite a .233 BA.  Catcher Jason Kendall hit .300 with 30 steals for the season.  Curt Schilling was 19-12 with a 3.45 ERA.  Victor Zambrano was the next winningest pitcher with eight victories- and a 7.85 ERA (  Like Gotham, there is potential for the Grays to be in the playoff mix next season.

AL K/BB RATIO:  SCHILLING, GRA…6.23  Johnson, SKY…4.82  Reed, GBS…3.20

No team was more powered by just one man than the Stampede in 2003 was.  A-Rod hit .288 with 65 homers and 140 rbi.  No teammate even made it to half that rbi total in 2003.  Brad Wilkerson was closest in both categories with 21 homers and 66 rbi respectively, but only a .221 BA.  Aramiz Ramirez somehow hit only .168 in 400-plus at bats.  To quote Ralph Wiggum, “That’s unpossible!”  Mark Ellis hit .294.  Randy Wolf went 15-9 with a 3.70 ERA for the club.  Keith Foulke was money out of the pen as he saved 33 games and posted a 1.27 ERA.  

AL HOMERS:  RODRIGUEZ, SBS…65  Thome, WIL…55  Chavez, GCG…52  Bonds, TOO…51

NL Notes

	AARON Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	95-67
	---
	48-33
	47-34
	42-28
	31-17
	26-25
	.786
	3.90

	Abilene Longhorns
	92-70
	3
	50-31
	42-39
	38-32
	23-14
	34-23
	.750
	3.68

	Virginia Patriots
	90-72
	5
	44-37
	46-35
	43-27
	26-21
	18-24
	.777
	3.64

	Buckeye Eclipse
	79-83
	16
	43-38
	36-45
	29-41
	21-23
	25-13
	.755
	4.98

	Annadale Anteaters
	75-87
	20
	40-41
	35-46
	34-36
	21-18
	22-32
	.723
	3.42

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	61-101
	34
	31-50
	30-51
	24-46
	11-27
	22-22
	.706
	5.07


The Diamonds captured the Aaron title by a slim three game margin.  Ellis Burks’ 37 homers helped propel him to a .589 slugging in 2003.  Miggy Tejada led the club in runs scored (112), doubles 36 and tied with Burks in rbi with 106, all the while hitting .317.  Mike Lowell finished a two-bagger short of fifty with 49.  Derrek Lee slugged .497 for the year.  Craig Wilson may have been a bit out of place behind the dish as he made 24 errors and hit only .226.  Rodrigo Lopez thrived in a swingman’s role in LP that saw him go 16-5 with a 3.34 ERA.  Al Leiter was the more ‘conventional’ ace of the staff with his 15-13 record and 3.09 ERA.  Kip Wells won fourteen times for the Diamonds.  ‘Exciting’ reliever Jose Jimenez picked up 27 saves despite yielding 11 gopher balls.

NL HITS:  TEJADA, LPD…208  Abreu, WOW…194  Williams, MMM…193  Helton, MMM…190

Abilene came close to taking the division but ended up settling for a solid second position.  Manny Ramirez posted a .416 OBP to go along with his hefty .624 slugging.  Raul Ibanez hit .282 with 43 doubles and 24 homers.  David Eckstein finished at .267 with 43 steals and led the Longhorns with 106 runs scored.  Nick Johnson was second on the club with 25 taters.  Pudge Rodriguez could only muster a .247 BA for the season.  Roy Halladay led the staff with a 14-10 record and a 3.13 ERA.  Vlad Nunez won 12 games out of the pen.  Moose Mussina fell off to a 14-17 record.  Armando Benitez had a rough year as the part time closer (6-6, 5.32 ERA, 69 IP, 17 HR).  Jeff D’Amico was a surprising 11-3 in 2003.

NL IBB:  RAMIREZ, ABI…17  Anderson, ANN…16  McGriff, PRS…15  Wilson, LPD…13

The first half leader fell down to third in the division, but with 90 victories on the year can hardly be overlooked in the playoffs.  By year’s end Jay Gibbons was the surprising offensive force of the Pats as he hit .282 and clubbed 35 homers.  Todd Walker hit .308 with 41 doubles.  Carlos Delgado accumulated 32 homers and a .407 OBP in 2003.  Nomar led the club in doubles (44) and ribbies (102).  Jorge Posada only hit .239 for the year.  Tim Hudson was stellar all year long and finished up at 21-8 with a 2.76 ERA.  Greg Maddux went 19-7 to almost give the Pats two twenty game winners.  Bart Colon was 14-14 with a 3.65 ERA and four shutouts.  

NL WINS:  HUDSON, VIR…21  Clement, MMM…21  MADDUX, VIR…19  Redman, MMM…18

The Eclipse were in the hunt at the start of the month but a poor finish left them out of the playoffs and under .500 for the season.  Albert Pujols hit .304 with 38 homers and 112 rbi.  Playing half of the time Tony Womack hit .325 with 26 steals.  Carlos Lee hit .271 with 31 homers.  Troy Glaus also supplied punch as he slugged 30 homers and drove in 110.  Paul LoDuca hit a disappointing .229 on the season.  Eric Young (45 steals) and Andy Fox (40) were the pace setters for the club on the basepaths.   The Eclipse finished with the second worst ERA in the NL.  Jason Jennings’ 11 wins were tops on the club.  Cory Lidle’s 4.40 ERA was best among the starters.

NL HOMERS:  Guerrero, TAG…40  PUJOLS, BEC…38  Burrell, NOR…38  Berkman, NOR…38

Annadale came on in the final month to almost take the fourth spot but instead had to settle for fifth.  Garrett Anderson hit .298 with 58 doubles.  Torii Hunter hit .289 with 34 homers and 103 rbi.  Mike Lieberthal slugged 18 homers from his catcher position.  Pokey Reese and Cesar Izturis both hit .227, making them possibly the weakest middle infield combo in BW.  But their defense, oh my can those two pick it!  Barry Zito’s 2.27 ERA was good enough to capture the title for himself.  A.J. Burnett finished with a 2.58 ERA and deserved more than 11 wins.  Glendon Rusch was BW’s ‘tough luck’ pitcher as he went 7-13 despite a fine 3.31 ERA.  

NL OPP BA:  BURNETT, ANN….171  ZITO, ANN….187  Martinez, ASP….187  Moyer, ASP….205

The Sandcranes finished their inaugural BW campaign in last place.  Fred McGriff’s 32 homers (all off of righties) and 99 rbi paced the club.  Shea Hillenbrand doubled 55 times.  In part-time duty Todd Hollandsworth hit .313 and slugged .533.  Young Vernon Wells should only get better and better after posting a .253 BA and 16 homers to start.  Tomo Ohka was the staff ace with a 12-12 record and a 4.09 ERA.

NL HR vs RHP:  Berkman, NOR…38  Gibbons, VIR…33  MCGRIFF, PRS…32  

	MAYS Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Aspen Rainmakers
	101-61
	---
	53-28
	48-33
	40-30
	26-15
	36-28
	.721
	3.27

	Maryland Mounders
	97-65
	4
	50-31
	47-34
	45-25
	32-18
	18-31
	.792
	3.83

	West Oakland Wolverines
	84-78
	17
	44-37
	40-41
	41-29
	20-30
	30-25
	.748
	4.06

	Taggart Titans
	71-91
	30
	35-46
	36-45
	32-38
	24-26
	16-29
	.749
	4.69

	Boston Braves
	62-100
	39
	30-51
	32-49
	27-43
	15-26
	27-24
	.664
	4.83

	Northwoods Moose
	59-103
	42
	29-52
	30-51
	25-45
	23-31
	16-25
	.740
	4.80


	Pedro throws a no-hitter!

	Aspen
	AB
	R
	H
	BI
	Maryland
	AB
	R
	H
	BI

	Merloni, rf
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Hunter, cf
	2
	0
	0
	0

	  Dellucci, ph-rf
	2
	0
	0
	0
	  Brown, ph-lf
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Olerud, 1b
	3
	2
	0
	0
	Franco, lf
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Gonzalez, lf
	4
	3
	2
	2
	  Cepicky, ph-rf
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Lewis, lf
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Salmon, rf
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Rolen, 3b
	4
	2
	1
	1
	  Bigbie, ph-cf
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Bragg, 2b-cf
	3
	1
	0
	0
	Helton, 1b
	2
	0
	0
	0

	  Estalella, ph
	1
	0
	1
	0
	  Segui, ph-1b
	1
	0
	0
	0

	  Roberts, cf
	1
	0
	1
	0
	Kent, 2b
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Wilson, ss
	5
	1
	4
	5
	  Menechino, ph-2b
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Matheny, c
	3
	0
	0
	0
	Woodward, 3b-ss
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Vina, cf-2b
	3
	0
	0
	1
	  Cintron, ph-ss
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Martinez, p
	4
	0
	0
	0
	Miller, c
	2
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	Clayton, ss
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	  Williams, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	Kinney, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	  Greene, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	Pettitte, p
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	Ginter, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	Tucker, p
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	  Koskie, ph-3b
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	  Martinez, ph
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	35
	9
	9
	9
	
	25
	0
	0
	0

	

	Aspen
	010
	040
	220
	9  9  0
	
	
	

	Maryland
	000
	000
	000
	0  0  0
	
	
	

	

	Aspen
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	A: 47,220

	Martinez, W
	9
	0
	0
	0
	2
	14
	T:  2:43

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	HR: Gonzalez, Wilson

	Maryland
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	E:  Kent

	Pettitte, L
	4.2
	3
	4
	4
	7
	1
	

	Ginter
	0.1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	

	Tucker
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Kinney
	3
	5
	4
	3
	1
	1
	


Aspen held on to win the first Mays crown.  John Olerud posted a .402 OBP and a .520 slugging.  Luis Gonzalez led the club with 98 rbi.  Scottie Rolen started to get it going in September to finish with 28 homers of his own and 93 rbi.  Dave Roberts finished with 58 steals to lead the club.  But pitching is the key to this team as it finished with the best ERA in the NL.  Pedro Martinez went 13-6 with a 2.50 ERA and a September no-hitter to boot!  Jamie Moyer (2.65) and Chris Reitsma (2.92) also posted sub-three ERA’s as starters.  Mike Williams saved 41 victories for the Rainmakers.  Jason Simontacchi probably won’t see a lot of post-season action after registering a staff high 5.16 ERA.

NL SAVES:  WILLIAMS, ASP…41  Smoltz, MMM…33  Dotel, WOW…29  Julio, VIR…28

Maryland finished in second place in the Mays and heads into the playoffs as a dangerous opponent for any remaining team.  Todd Helton was the central force on the team as he led the club in average (.331), doubles (60), runs scored (111) and rbi (118).  Tim Salmon completed a fine season by posting a .397 OBP and a .568 slugging.  Jeff Kent contributed 31 homers and 43 doubles, but also committed 25 errors at second.  Quinton McCracken finished with 15 triples to lead all of BW.  Corey Koskie hit only .237 but his 96 walks enabled him to post a solid .373 OBP.  Matt Clement was the ace of the staff with a 21-6 record and a 3.73 ERA.  Hideo Nomo went 14-9 with a 3.05 ERA.  Mark Redman netted 18 wins.  In the playoffs the Mounders dynamic bullpen trio of Darren Holmes (1.59), Alan Embree (1.41) and John Smoltz (1.60) may hold the ultimate key to success.

NL DOUBLES:  HELTON, MMM…60  Anderson, ANN…58  Hillenbrand, PRS…55  

West Oakland continued its steady play into September to snag the final NL playoff spot.  Bob Abreu hit .332 on the season with a .428 OBP, 51 doubles and 99 rbi.  His 36 steals also led the club.  Jose Hernandez supplied some pop (24 homers) from the shortstop position.  Johnny Damon led the club with 107 runs scored.  Tony Batista was the club leader with 29 homers.  WOW committed the fewest errors (66) in the NL.  Roy Oswalt (15-10, 3.26 ERA) should be able to matchup with any other ace in the playoffs.  If the Wolverines can get to Dotel (11-6, 29 saves) with the lead it may be lights out for the opponent that day.  Kerry Wood has got to be better than his 4.94 ERA for WOW in the post-season.  

NL WHIFFS:  HERNANDEZ, WOW…199  Cameron, LPD…184  Dunn, TAG…183  Lee, LPD…181

Taggart finished in fourth- a position they held pretty much all season long.  Vlad Guerrero finished as BW’s first 40-40 player.  It will be interesting to see how many MVP votes Vlad nabs as his numbers (120 runs, 132 rbi, 43 doubles) stack up with anyone in the NL.  Adam Dunn’s 38 doubles and 23 homers supplied necessary pop for the Titans.  Bobby Kielty’s .214 BA was a disappointment.  Jeremy Giambi posted a .429 OBP for the season.  Bret Tomko’s 11 wins topped the club.  Jeff Weaver went 9-9 with a 3.50 earnie.   

NL TOTAL BASES:  GUERRERO, TAG…356  Berkman, NOR…335  Burrell, NOR…335

Boston hung on to fifth in September.  Raul Mondesi’s 23 homers led the club.  Barry Larkin led the team with 39 doubles.  Roger Cedeno hit .284 and swiped 40 bases.  Vinny Castilla hit only .222 on the season with just 6 dingers.  Tom Glavine was the club’s top pitcher as he went 11-11 with a 3.75 ERA.  Jose Mesa saved 18 games.  Many young arms on this club are ones to watch in the future.

NL HR/9 IP:  SABATHIA, BBB…0.40  GLAVINE, BBB…0.47  Martinez, ASP…0.48 

The Moose ended up in last although it appeared that they may sneak out late in the year.  The offense was spearheaded by the combination of Pat Burrell (.289-38-114) and Lance Berkman (.279-38-106).  Berkman also led the club with 44 two-baggers.  “O-Dog,”aka Orlando Hudson, should be a fun player for the Moose down the road as his .332 BA in sparse duty indicates.  Todd Zeile suffered through a miserable year (.213 BA).  Juan Uribe committed 31 errors at short.  Matt Morris went 15-13 with a 3.55 ERA to lead the club.  Ben Sheets and Ryan Dempster both share the ignominy now of being twenty game losers.  In fact, they both lost 22 starts.  Dempster went a horrific 3-22 for the year.  Ouch!

NL HITS ALLOWED:  SHEETS, NOR…248  Mussina, ABI…247  DEMPSTER, NOR…233

Pitchers Productivity

Syracuse took over the top spot in the final month to claim the title of “Most Productive Pitchers.”  I’m not sure that’s a claim a team really wants to have, but it can’t hurt (  Port Richey will need to work with the pitchers some more in Spring Training.  The teams ranked from 1-24 as follows…

	Team
	runs
	hr
	rbi
	sh
	points
	Previous

	Syracuse
	41
	4
	27
	50
	164
	2

	Aspen
	19
	0
	21
	60
	160
	1

	Waukesha
	21
	0
	22
	50
	143
	3

	Annadale
	37
	9
	35
	38
	139
	t4

	Greenville
	21
	0
	15
	51
	138
	t4

	Northwoods
	22
	0
	19
	48
	137
	7

	West Bend
	17
	0
	9
	53
	132
	6

	Portland
	27
	0
	19
	40
	126
	9

	West Oakland
	21
	0
	14
	44
	123
	10

	Virginia
	30
	2
	16
	39
	122
	t11

	Toontown
	15
	2
	18
	45
	121
	8

	Taggart
	20
	0
	19
	40
	119
	t11

	Plum Island
	25
	0
	9
	40
	114
	15

	Abilene
	24
	3
	27
	33
	114
	t11

	Maryland
	22
	3
	19
	37
	112
	21

	Silver
	19
	0
	20
	35
	109
	t16

	Rivendell
	20
	0
	11
	38
	107
	t11

	San Bern.
	20
	1
	14
	36
	105
	t19

	Williamsburg
	23
	2
	11
	36
	104
	22

	Lafontaine
	30
	3
	19
	29
	104
	18

	Boston
	12
	0
	16
	37
	102
	t19

	Gotham City
	20
	2
	19
	30
	97
	t16

	Buckeye
	21
	0
	15
	30
	96
	23

	Port Richey
	28
	1
	21
	21
	90
	24


Playoffs

I will be sending out updates of the playoff action as soon as I know it.  Playoff managers, please do your best to get your series done as quickly as possible.  The playoffs are the best time of the year so all should be raring to go.  Besides, the winner will receive a really cool trophy all that more quickly.  Trust me guys, you gotta see this trophy (
Standings Incentive Program

The following teams received the full $300,000 award (equivalent to one article):  Greenville, Rivendell, Silver, Waukesha, Gotham, Plum Island, Portland, Williamsburg, Annadale, Buckeye, Lafontaine Park, Port Richey, and Aspen.  The following teams received $10,000 times the number of reports they did make:

Syracuse $210,000

San Bernadino $220,000

Toontown $220,000

Virginia  $240,000

Maryland #230,000

West Oakland $80,000

Award Voting

Included in the ZIP file you will find separate files for the AL and NL awards.  I have tried my best to list the most deserving players in both leagues.  You are allowed to vote for any player in that league if you wish.  Hopefully I did not miss anyone.  Please vote only for your league.  Lastly, make sure to submit your choice for the Billy Beane Award.  Just one manager please and it can be from either league.

New Managers

We have added two new members to our mix.  Stephen Pope will be taking over the Boston franchise.  No new name as of yet for the team.  Stephen comes to us from BRASS where he runs the league’s website.  Our other new member is Don Herklotz.  Don is a compatriot of Robert and the two Bills.  He has taken over the reigns of the Abilene franchise and re-christened it the Tampa Bay Bravas.  Welcome aboard to both.  May you both enjoy your stay for a long time in BW.  We are left with only the West Bend franchise to fill.  As both of our newest members have come from reliable sources I would like to get back up to 24 in the same fashion.  If any of you have a manager to suggest for BW membership please get them in contact with Corey and myself.  I’ll wait about a week before I start advertising the opening.

Trades

1. Virginia trades Robert Fick to Buckeye for Buckeye's 2004 3rd round draft choice and $500,000.
2. Taggart trades Luis Rivas to Gotham City for Eric Byrnes.
3. Lafontaine Park trades Geoff Blum to Buckeye for Buckeye's 2004 5th round draft choice.

Upcoming Deadlines

October 30th

League Awards Ballot due to Mark.  

October 30th

Deadline to report to Corey the min’s and MM players you are retaining. 

October 30th
Deadline to report to Corey players headed into years 1 through 7 that you wish to cut. 

October 30th

Deadline for submitting list of your arbitration decisions to Tom Fish.

November 5th
Arbitration results sent out by Tom.

Fines

Plum Island was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying an opponents instruction.

San Bernardino was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying an opponents instruction.

Rivendell was assessed a nuisance fine for misplaying an opponents instruction.

Waukesha was assessed a fine for being late on their rotation for September.

Aspen was assessed a fine for being late on their rotation for September.

Articles

Jim Bodnar has some more for us and Daniel chimes in with a perspective on the upcoming playoffs.

Next Issue Of News & Report

Playoff coverage!  Arbitration results and a look ahead to Free Agency.

Toontown @ Williamsburg


#1 Toontown jumped on Elmer Dessens and this one was over early; final was 10-3. Ramon Santiago hit his 1-5 HR/TR split 3 times for 1 HR and 2 triples. Lady Luck did spare us two Magglio Ordonez ballpark HRs so I can’t complain.

#2 A wild affair with 6 lead changes but it was the Burgesses who were on top 9-8 at game’s end. Yorklis Perez blew an 8-6 lead in 8th when he walked Hocking and Macias. He got Jacque Jones and Thome but Bret Boone got a 1-19 split for HR and bullseye he rolled a “1”. Visualize upper deck shot as “he got all of it”. Sosa and Eischen (S, 6, 2.13) finished up.

#3 Another close game but this time the Rabbits won 2-1. Castillo and Wilson Alvarez matched goose eggs for 7 innings. I lifted Alvarez and immediately the Rabbit bats scored 2 off Sosa/Eischen. We get a solo HR from Burnitz in 9th to avoid shutout

Portland @ Williamsburg

#1 WIL 8-5. Burgesses rallied from 5-1 deficit in 7th inning. Key play was when Daryle Ward LF-5 botched a LF(X) chance with 2 out allowing 2 tying runs to score. Karim Garcia reduced to pinch hitting only as his ABs dwindle made most of chance converting a BP HR in 11th for 8-5 win. HAL had walked Bordick intentionally to get to Santana but Garcia pinch hit for him. Johan Sanatana won it with 4 no hit relief innings.

#2 Williamsburg blew out Portland 13-5. Oddly enough, the Grays had rallied from 4-1 deficit to take brief 5-4 lead in the 5th. Jorge Sosa won what must be his league leading 15th game in relief. We hit 5 HRs; key were two 3 run dingers by Tom Lampkin. Schilling bore brunt of assault giving up 10 runs, 9 earned.

#3 Grays win finale 5-2. Freddy Deadhead Garcia beats us again; this time a 2 hitter. Both were off x-chart; one off Spivey and one off Daryle Ward LF-5. We had some chances as there were 5 BBs yielded but we plate just two runs. Brian Tallet is roughed up and takes loss.

Plum Island @ Williamsburg

#1 Burgesses sneak by a LHP Kirk Reuter. We have been terrible against LHPs all year so this series vs Greenheads has been a constant worry for us in our quest to play >.500 ball as we will see 3 LHPs. Burgesses 4-5-0, Greenheads 1-5-0. Jacque Jones had to come in when Jose Macias got injured and yes he did hit the tie breaking 2 run dinger in 6th off LHP Reuter. Maroth (9-8, 4.81) threw a complete game---usage not an issue with Maroth (.

#2 Burgess fans are stunned deliriously silly yet by another victory vs LHP. This time the unlikely hero was John Mabry who cracked a 2 run HR off lefty Kenny Rogers. A BP HR off Rogers’ card, just like Jacque Jones was off Reuter’s card. The G-Heads did come back to tie 5-5 but Bret Boone hit his sweet spot 1-8 which against lefties is a split 1-19 HR, 20 TR. Well, he got the “20” so he’s on third but I called on the immortal Randy Velarde and a sac fly scored the winning run in the 8th, allowing Jorge Sosa to pick up relief win #16. Santana with save #16.  WIL wins 6-5. We have win #82 as a team so assuming we make playoffs, we will not be an embarrassment to Brassworld. What a relief! 

#3 We strand 12 baserunners and Mark Mulder (15-7) and 2 relievers put the squeeze on the Burgess offense. We had major rallies in 7th and 8th but manage just 1 run. Mabry hit HR no. 12. He and Thome have combined to hit 64 HRs together but some of these are pinch hit jobs. PIG wins it, 6-2.

#4 Jim Thome smacks 2 HRs (meets his real-life quota of 54) driving in all 3 runs as Burgesses take finale 3-1. Jimmy Haynes bested Sidney Ponson and relievers DeJean and Santana (S, 17th) closed it out.

Gotham City @ Williamsburg

#1 Odalis Perez saved his best for last: a 2 hit CG shutout as WIL wins 4-0. Chris Singleton in his last starts strokes a clutch 2 run single. Bret Boone later converts a BP HR chance, no simple feat at Bruton Parish Commons.

#2 Gargoyle bats silent again as they fall 3-1; their sole run was unearned. Jared Fernandez hurled 6 shutout innings before departing. Jim Thome provided all the offense needed with a 2 run jerk (55)  in the 1st inning. Eischen earned save #7.

#3 Wil sweeps with 4-1 victory in 2003 grand finale. Santana burned 5 of the 6 innings he had left; he got us out of a bases loaded no out jam in 4th with only  a sac fly against us. In 9th, first two runners got on, but Eischen and DeJean closed it out.

Moneyball

With the end of regular season play, I present the final Moneyball statistics for 2003. They may be helpful as we consider the Billy Beane Award vote. Some of the trends have persisted, most notably that the Ruth Division overall was the toughest this year—it spent the least money but won the most games (although the Aaron division was very close). In particular, Portland and San Bernadino hoarded money but still won a respectable number of games. Williamsburg finished with a flurry of good luck/brilliant managing to play better without Mark Bellhorn and Braden Looper and thus finds itself among the elite. From the Aaron division, behind Buckeye’s mediocre record of 79-83 is a $$$/win of 0.39, third best in the league. Northwoods and Taggart improved their standing from the prior Moneyball report with $$$/win of 0.40 best for 4th and 5th overall; they had been just average in prior report.

Other anomalies of note come from the Cobb division, home of two of the most extravagant GMs: Rivendell and West Bend. Both mortgaged an extra $10+ million of their future on teams that hovered around 70 wins. This should make for easier competition for the Sky Chiefs, Black Sox, etc.

A “Pyrrhic” trophy may be in order for Plum Island which literally broke the bank in its quest to catch Toontown.

My vote for Billy Beane Award will go to LaFontaine Park. Although not the “best” ratio of 0.42 (compared to San Bernadino, etc, as above), it was perhaps the best of all the playoff teams (actually Williamsburg was the best of playoff teams 0.41—but that was the manager making the GM look good). The Diamonds spent $40 mil and came back with 95 wins---a very impressive inaugural season.
	COBB
	Contract$
	Wins
	$$$/Win

	Silver Sluggers
	25.9
	53
	0.49

	Greenville Black Sox
	42.8
	87
	0.49

	Rivendell Knights
	49.4
	72
	0.69

	West Bend Rocks
	42.8
	68
	0.63

	Syracuse Sky Chiefs
	48.7
	107
	0.46

	Waukesha Keglers
	48.6
	97
	0.50

	
	
	
	

	Total for division
	257.9
	484
	0.53

	
	
	
	

	RUTH
	
	
	

	Plum Island Greenheads
	50.5
	91
	0.55

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	39.6
	75
	0.53

	Portland Grays
	28.7
	73
	0.39

	San Bernadino Stampede
	24.9
	68
	0.37

	Toontown Rabbits
	49
	101
	0.49

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	35.2
	86
	0.41

	
	
	
	

	Total for division
	227.9
	494
	0.46

	
	
	
	

	AARON
	Contract$
	Wins
	$$$/Win

	Annadale Anteaters
	36.4
	75
	0.49

	Buckeye Eclipse
	30.8
	79
	0.39

	Abilene Longhorns
	48.2
	92
	0.52

	Virginia Patriots
	41.9
	90
	0.47

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	40.2
	95
	0.42

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	31.7
	61
	0.52

	
	
	
	

	
	229.2
	492
	0.47

	
	
	
	

	MAYS
	
	
	

	Aspen Rainmakers
	47.7
	101
	0.47

	Boston Braves
	35.1
	62
	0.57

	Maryland Mounders
	49
	97
	0.51

	Northwoods Moose
	23.7
	59
	0.40

	Taggart Titans
	28.4
	71
	0.40

	West Oakland Wolverines
	44.1
	84
	0.53

	
	
	
	

	
	228
	474
	0.48

	
	
	
	

	Total Value of Contracts
	943

	Average per team
	39.29166667

	Average # of Wins
	81

	Average $$$/Win
	0.49

	Standard deviation
	0.08


PLAYOFF TEAMS STATS

Daniel Valois

On with the first ever Brassworld playoffs! 

We all know that a fair portion of what happens in a short series is a crap shoot. Still, it’s worth it to see how each team fared in the regular season against all other playoff-bound teams, and how teams who are going to square off in Round 1 did against each other. Here are the results:

PLAYOFF TEAMS’ RECORD AGAINST

OTHER PLAYOFF TEAMS

Team
Record
Pct.

Syracuse*
47-28
.627

Maryland
43-31
.581

Toontown*
41-32
.562

Aspen*
40-33
.548

Lafontaine Park*
40-35
.533

Waukesha
38-35
.521

Abilene
38-37
.507

Virginia
34-39
.466

Williamsburg
34-41
.453

Plum Island
33-40
.452

West Oakland
28-45
.384

Greenville
28-47
.373

*Have first round byes

SEASONS STATS

TEAM E.R.A.

Aspen*
3.27

Toontown
3.51

Greenville
3.54

Virginia
3.64

Abilene
3.68

Waukesha
3.79

Maryland
3.83

Syracuse
3.85

Lafontaine Park
3.90

Plum Island
3.95

West Oakland
4.06

Williamsburg
4.38

*Led league

RUNS SCORED

Syracuse*
               1008*

Lafontaine Park
870

Toontown
855

Waukesha
825

Maryland
815

Virginia
810

Williamsburg
778

Plum Island
762

West Oakland
735

Abilene
734

Aspen
712

Greenville
588

*Led league

HITTING (in order of OPS)


OBP
SLG
OPS

Syracuse
.366*
.478*
.844*

Waukesha
.349
.456
.805

Maryland
.348
.444
.792

Toontown
.346
.445
.791

Lafontaine Park
.347
.439
.786

Virginia
.336
.442
.777

Williamsburg
.328
.432
.760

Abilene
.334
.416
.750

West Oakland
.331
.416
.748

Plum Island
.338
.410
.747

Aspen
.338
.383
.721

Greenville
.314
.367
.681


*Led league


NUMBER OF .500+ SERIES AGAINST OTHER PLAYOFF TEAMS

(Each team played  8 such series)

Syracuse
8

Waukesha
7

Toontown
6

Abilene
5

Aspen
5

Maryland
5

Lafontaine Park
4

Williamsburg
4

Greenville
3

Plum Island
3

Virginia
3

West Oakland
3

One last piece of information that may or may not tell us anything about the relative strength of each division. I just thought it was a fun thing to look at.

OVERALL RECORD FOR EACH DIVISION AGAINST OUT-OF-DIVISION AND OUT-OF-LEAGUE TEAMS (552 games)

Division
Wins
Losses

Ruth
284
268

Aaron
282
270

Cobb
274
278

Mays
264
288


And now a quick look at the first round matchups.

FIRST ROUND MATCHUPS

Matchup (higher seed on the right)
  Wins     
 ERA       
  OPS

Williamsburg-Waukesha
6-6

4.38-3.79
.760-.805



Greenville-Plum Island

4-8

3.54-3.95
.681-.747

West Oakland-Maryland
5-9

4.06-3.83
.748-.792

Virginia-Abilene

6-8

3.64-3.68
.777-.750

There are quite a few very tough teams in there. The playoffs promise to be most interesting. Good luck to all!

Finally: thanks to all for a great Brassworld inaugural season. Among other things I had a lot of fun playing games and interacting with other managers via NetPlay. This league has rapidly and without a doubt become one of the very best PBM leagues around.




BRASSWORLD News & Report


OCTOBER 2003


www.brassworld.org








