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Playoffs Set to Commence

BW’s second season is now ready to begin in earnest.  Twelve clubs are left standing with their eye on one prize.  The defending champion Syracuse SkyChiefs will find repeating quite difficult.  A second half slide saw them finish only three games up in the wild card race.  As a result they will get to square off with the mighty Plum Island team- a club that won 107 games and finished 7 games back of the Grays.  The other AL wild card matchup will see Silver hosting Gotham.  Two very evenly matched clubs here will battle for the first crack at the juggernaut Grays.

Over in the NL we see the first sub-.500 club to reach the post-season.  The Tampa Bay Bravos have that honor as their 78 W’s was enough to secure the final playoff spot.  Now they get to face the hottest club in BW- Annadale.  The other matchup figures to be a close one as WOW will face off against the defending NL champs from North of the Border- Lafontaine Park.  The winner here gets the Patriots- a club that was able to hang on despite Annadale’s second half charge.

Good luck to all twelve owners as they go for hardware!

My Resignation

As some of you have may have already guessed at I am indeed resigning from BW.  Being in a few leagues with a good number of you kinda makes this old news.  My reason for resigning is purely personal and has absolutely nothing to do with BW or its members.  I can’t stress that previous sentence enough. Without going into great detail, let me just simply say it is time for me to move on to other things, I suppose.  BW is an excellent league and you are now left in the sole, capable hands of Corey- so do not fret for the future.  All is well.

	Season Performances
	BALTIMORE
	Pre-season Prediction: 3rd 
The BaySox were much better than I originally predicted, mainly because this offense was dominant.  No other BW team scored as many runs.  The early acquisition of Pedro sealed success for ’04.
	COBB

1

	Javy Lopez: .367 BA, 50 HR, 105 R
	104-58
	
	

	Jay Payton: .313 BA, 22 HR, 99 RBI
	Home: 60-21
	
	

	Aubrey Huff: 100 R, 45 HR, 120 RBI
	Road: 44-37
	
	

	Dan Kolb: 30 SV’s in 39 IP
	Division: 47-23
	
	

	David Wells: 17-2, 4.65 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Pedro Martinez: 15-4, 2.27 ERA
	935 For
	706 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	SILVER
	Pre-season Prediction: 2nd
Silver came in where I predicted, albeit if you asked me before the season started I also would have pegged them for more than 90 W’s.   Oddly, team took off after Al Leiter was traded away.
	COBB

2

	David Ortiz: .338 BA, .730 SLG
	89-73
	
	

	Orlando Cabrera: .289 BA, 55 2B
	Home: 55-26
	
	

	Eric Karros: .358 BA, 179 AB
	Road: 34-47
	
	

	Ben Weber: 11 W, 3.11 ERA, 49G
	Division: 44-26
	
	

	Brian Lawrence: 10-12, 5.65 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Shawn Chacon: 11-7, 4.64 ERA
	879 For
	835 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	SYRACUSE
	Pre-season Prediction: 1st
What happened here?  Quite frankly I expected more from the Chiefs rotation.  Semi-down years from Walker and Palmeiro didn’t help.  Gagne was human (5 L’s, 3.01 ERA) as the closer.
	COBB

3

	Bob Abreu: .430 OBP, 53 R, 81 G
	83-79
	
	

	Trot Nixon: .347 BA, 36 HR, 84 RBI
	Home: 43-38
	
	

	Robin Ventura: .220 BA, 395 AB
	Road: 40-41
	
	

	Woody Williams: 11-15, 5.98 ERA
	Division: 35-35
	
	

	Randy Johnson: 9-6, 4.32 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Brendan Donnelly: 81 IP, 53 H
	826 For
	834 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	GREENVILLE
	Pre-season Prediction: 6th
Never underestimate the effect of a home park when prognosticating.  The Black Sox are custom made to enjoy the home cooking.  Plus, the team as a whole, exhibited more pop than I originally thought.
	COBB

4

	Jose Guillen: .305 BA, .528 SLG
	70-92
	
	

	Ichiro: 104 R, 46 SB
	Home: 41-40
	
	

	Tino Martinez: .219 BA, 12 HR
	Road: 29-52
	
	

	Darrell May: 9-16, 4.28 ERA
	Division: 26-44
	
	

	Damian Moss: 6-18, 6.00 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Tim Spooneybarger: 1.31 ERA
	659 For
	759 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	RIVENDELL
	Pre-season prediction: 5th
The Knights settled in to where I thought they’d be.  Score a bunch, give up a bunch generally isn’t a recipe for a high finish (ditto Buckeye).  Seven games worse than last year’s bunch.
	COBB

5

	Alex Sanchez: .285 BA, 75 SB
	65-97
	
	

	Jason Varitek: .308 BA, 23 HR, 79 RBI
	Home: 37-44
	
	

	Brian Jordan: .353 BA, 224 AB
	Road: 28-53
	
	

	Livan Hernandez: 13-8, 4.44 ERA
	Division: 32-38
	
	

	Mike MacDougal: 29 saves
	RUNS
	
	

	Bret Tomko: 9-20, 7.02 ERA
	791 For
	974 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	WAUKESHA
	Pre-season prediction: 4th
No BW team surprised me more than the Keglers.  So what happened?  No pitching.  None.  Nada. Zippo.  Vicente Padilla was the “ace” with an ERA of 4.94.  The result is the top pick in the draft.
	COBB

6

	Edgar Martinez: .291 BA, 27 HR, 21 E
	56-106
	
	

	Craig Biggio: .247 BA, 44 2B, 89 R
	Home: 34-47
	
	

	Randy Winn: .272 BA, 33 2B, 36 SB
	Road: 22-59
	
	

	Vicente Padilla: 10-11, 4.94 ERA
	Division: 26-44
	
	

	Ramon Ortiz: 7-12, 6.26 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jose Jimenez: 2-8, 7.04 ERA, 102 IP
	746 For
	913 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	PORTLAND
	Pre-season Prediction: 2nd
I hedged my bets before the season when I wrote that the Grays “just may win the Ruth.”  Beautiful pitching and productive hitters make for a deadly combo.  They’re odds on faves to hoist hardware now.
	RUTH

1

	Marcus Giles: .342 BA, 111 R, 56 2B
	114-48
	
	

	Manny Ramirez: .580 SLG, 137 RBI
	Home: 66-15
	
	

	Jason Giambi: .414 OBP, 43 HR
	Road: 48-33
	
	

	Dontrelle Willis: 16-6, 4.48 ERA
	Division: 52-18
	
	

	Jason Schmidt: 18-5, 2.52 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Francisco Cordero: 8 W, 13 SV, 61 G
	892 For
	638 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	PLUM ISLAND
	Pre-season Prediction: 1st
Hey, they did win 107 games so it’s not like I goofed on my assessment of the ‘Heads (  Carlos Zambrano had a magical year on the bump.  If they get another shot at the Grays I want front row tix!
	RUTH

2

	Alfonso Soriano: 202 H, 20 E, 45 SB
	107-55
	
	

	Mark Kotsay: .287 BA, 34 2B
	Home: 62-19
	
	

	Cesar Izturis: .221 BA, 475 AB, 0 HR
	Road: 45-36
	
	

	Carlos Zambrano: 25-3, 2.86 ERA
	Division: 47-23
	
	

	Javier Vazquez: 15-12, 3.05 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Mark Mulder: 14-6, 2.80 ERA
	823 For
	608 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	GOTHAM CITY
	Pre-season Prediction: 4th
The Gargoyles did me one better over the course of the season by having a pitching staff that was just good enough to hold the opponents at bay long enough for their teammates to take more hacks.
	RUTH

3

	Eric Chavez: .554 SLG, 99 R, 47 2B
	85-77
	
	

	Gary SheffieldL .335 BA, 45 HR, 135 RBI
	Home: 48-33
	
	

	Jose Cruz Jr.: .362 OBP, 95 R, 20 HR
	Road: 37-44
	
	

	John Lackey: 15-8, 4.41 ERA
	Division: 35-35
	
	

	Brett Myers: 11-10, 5.83 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jason Johnson: 15-10, 4.83 ERA
	895 For
	810 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	SAN BERNARDINO
	Pre-season Prediction: 3rd
The Stampede were slightly disappointing.  I frankly thought their offense would be more productive.  Pitching-wise it is generally not good when the club’s closer leads it in W’s.
	RUTH

4

	Aramis Ramirez: .304 BA, 92 RBI, 29 E
	80-82
	
	

	A-Rod: .540 SLG, 38 HR, 110 RBI
	Home: 45-36
	
	

	Brad Wilkerson: .265 BA, 39 2B
	Road: 35-46
	
	

	Keith Foulke: 11 W, 1.59 ERA, 36 SV
	Division: 33-37
	
	

	Randy Wolf: 10-13, 4.81 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jon Garland: 7-12, 5.36 ERA
	710 For
	729 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	TOONTOWN
	Pre-season Prediction: 6th
The Rabbits avoided the cellar by having a formidable offense.  The pitching staff was as rag-tag as expected.  Until some pitching arrives this will be a club in transition.
	RUTH

5

	Barry Bonds: .482 OBP, 116 R, 116 RBI
	70-92
	
	

	Alex Gonzalez: .235 BA, 41 2B, 23 HR
	Home: 44-37
	
	

	Mark Loretta: .320 BA, 93 R
	Road: 26-55
	
	

	Jeriome Robertson: 13-8, 5.24 ERA
	Division: 26-44
	
	

	Kevin Millwood: 9-13, 4.04 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Ismael Valdes: 6-10, 7.45 ERA
	808 For
	897 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	WILLIAMSBURG
	Pre-season Prediction: 5th
Like Waukesha I did not forsee a meltdown of this caliber for the Burgesses.  This team just couldn’t score runs.  An AL-worst .305 team OBP will have that effect I guess.  Jim Thome was off all year. 
	RUTH

6

	Jeromy Burnitz: .306 BA, 31 HR, 67 RBI
	56-106
	
	

	Reggie Sanders: .521 SLG, 72 RBI
	Home: 32-49
	
	

	Jacque Jones: .295 BA, 21 HR
	Road: 24-57
	
	

	Oliver Perez: 9-8, 3.81 ERA
	Division: 17-53
	
	

	Johan Santana: 9-6, 4.31 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Nate Cornejo: 4-22, 6.11 ERA
	668 For
	826 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	VIRGINIA
	Pre-season Prediction: 3rd
The Pats had an ’04 that I predicted for them to have last season (  Carlos Delgado had a monster season while the pickup of Mark Grudzielanek filled the hole at second.
	AARON

1

	Carlos Delgado: .593 SLG, 127 RBI
	104-58
	
	

	Milton Bradley: .345 BA, 39 2B
	Home: 60-21
	
	

	Jorge Posada: .376 OBP, 30 HR
	Road: 44-37
	
	

	Tim Hudson: 11-12, 3.74 ERA
	Division: 40-30
	
	

	Bartolo Colon: 22-4, 2.52 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	CC Sabathia: 16-7, 4.38 ERA
	774 For
	606 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	ANNADALE
	Pre-season Prediction: 2nd
Got the Anteaters right, although early on they struggled.  Put together the NL’s best pitching staff.  This team will be formidable come the playoffs if it can get enough O from players not named ‘Garrett.’
	AARON

2

	Garrett Anderson: .346 BA, 213 H, 101 R
	101-61
	
	

	Torii Hunter: 41 2B, 29 HR
	Home: 53-28
	
	

	Angel Berroa: .263 BA, 42 SB, 24 E
	Road: 48-33
	
	

	Barry Zito: 16-6, 2.87 ERA
	Division: 44-26
	
	

	David Weathers: 7-2, 1.98 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Mike Hampton: 15-8, 4.00 ERA
	734 For
	609 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	LAFONTAINE PARK
	Pre-season Prediction: 1st
Well, I would suggest LP hardly “slipped” to third as they did accumulate 98 W’s, which was better than their ’03 total when they won the Aaron.  Doc Halladay gives the club a true ace for the playoffs.
	AARON

3

	Miguel Tejada: .225 BA, 21 HR, 29 E
	98-64
	
	

	Jim Edmonds: .392 OBP, 94 R, 38 HR
	Home: 52-29
	
	

	BJ Surhoff: .313 BA, 31 2B
	Road: 46-35
	
	

	Ted Lilly: 13-6, 2.99 ERA
	Division: 42-28
	
	

	Kip Wells: 13-10, 3.99 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Braden Looper: 8-9, 6.25 ERA
	800 For
	641 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	TAMPA BAY
	Pre-season Prediction: 4th
Not really the same team that finished the race as was entered originally.  But all the changes still kept the club in the post-season hunt and, alas, they scraped up the final spot.
	AARON

4

	Juan Pierre: 210 H, 10 TR, 98 SB
	78-84
	
	

	Juan Gonzalez: .501 SLG, 22 HR
	Home: 38-43
	
	

	Charles Johnson: .193 BA, 20 HR
	Road: 40-41
	
	

	Freddie Garcia: 12-12, 4.31 ERA
	Division: 32-38
	
	

	Adam Eaton: 8-10, 4.15 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Armando Benitez: 5-10, 17 SV
	673 For
	695 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	PORT RICHEY
	Pre-season Prediction: 6th
The Sandcranes improved by 6 games in ’04.  The club was a bit more balanced than predicted as it could hold its own offensively when the night’s starter came through. 
	AARON

5

	Vernon Wells: .293 BA, .520 SLG, 99 R
	67-95
	
	

	Cristian Guzman: 14 TR, 20 SB
	Home: 36-45
	
	

	Shea Hillenbrand: 36 2B, 21 HR
	Road: 31-50
	
	

	Tomo Ohka: 10-8, 3.50 ERA
	Division: 30-40
	
	

	Joel Pineiro:  7-14, 4.61 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Horacio Ramirez: 5-12, 5.69 ERA
	660 For
	815 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	BUCKEYE
	Pre-season prediction: 5th
Little pitching=little success.  Off-season pickup Jamie Moyer was sought to guide this staff, but when he imploded after only two months he was jettisoned and so were any hopes from the fans.
	AARON

6

	Albert Pujols: .50 2B, 47 HR, 133 RBI
	62-100
	
	

	Juan Encarnacion: .238 BA, 23 HR
	Home: 33-48
	
	

	Michael Young: .276 BA, 90 R
	Road: 29-52
	
	

	Brad Radke: 11-12, 4.54 ERA
	Division: 22-48
	
	

	Ron Villone: 7-5, 5.13 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Jeff Weaver: 1-8, 7.70 ERA
	740 For
	876 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	MARYLAND
	Pre-season Prediction: 1st
At the season’s outset I stated this was the best team in BW.  After six months of play I can’t still say that, but I do think this club has a very good shot at getting to the Series.  Why?  Not afraid of the road.
	MAYS

1

	Sammy Sosa: .256 BA, 29 HR, 94 RBI
	91-71
	
	

	Kenny Lofton: .274 BA, 85 R, 46 SB
	Home: 43-38
	
	

	Todd Helton: .408 OBP, 44 2B
	Road: 48-33
	
	

	Andy Pettitte: 11-14, 4.31 ERA
	Division: 38-32
	
	

	Josh Beckett: 15-4, 2.99 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Hideo Nomo: 19-7, 3.38 ERA
	770 For
	639 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	WEST OAKLAND
	Pre-season Prediction: 3rd
This team was better than predicted, but not because of its perceived pitching strength.  The staff actually washed out as a middling bunch.  No, this team hit better than expected, mainly Griss.
	MAYS

2

	Johnny Damon: .250 BA, 94 R, 26 SB
	86-76
	
	

	Richie Sexson: .286 BA, 52 HR, 133 RBI
	Home: 43-38
	
	

	Marquis Grissom: .323 BA, 28 HR
	Road: 43-38
	
	

	Roy Oswalt: 10-2, 2.96 ERA
	Division: 42-28
	
	

	Kerry Wood: 11-10, 4.01 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Octavio Dotel: 11-10, 24 SV
	778 For
	702 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	SAVANNAH
	Pre-season Prediction: 2nd
I got the Gnats all wrong.  I really thought they were a cinch for the post-season.  However, their offense just wasn’t there all year and the pitching was among the NL worst.  Maybe ’05 will be the year.
	MAYS

3

	Frank Thomas: .422 OBP, .635 SLG
	74-88
	
	

	Mark Teixeira: .198 BA, 10 HR, 120 K
	Home: 40-41
	
	

	Rondell White: .273 BA, 19 HR, 69 RBI
	Road: 34-47
	
	

	Mark Prior: 13-10, 2.95 ERA
	Division: 30-40
	
	

	Rheal Cormier: 1.85 ERA, 19 SV
	RUNS
	
	

	Tom Glavine: 10-6, 4.51 ERA
	697 For
	842 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	TAGGART
	Pre-season Prediction: 5th
Fifth place was predicted and they honestly played like a fifth place team despite the fourth place appearance.  Just an awful road team.  Pitching was better than expected.
	MAYS

4

	Vlad Guerrero: .441 OBP, .568 SLG
	73-89
	
	

	Adam Dunn: .177 BA, 20 HR, 131 K
	Home: 45-36
	
	

	Eric Byrnes: .496 SLG, 11 TR
	Road: 28-53
	
	

	Derek Lowe: 13-9, 3.49 ERA
	Division: 34-36
	
	

	Troy Percival: 18 SV, 2.63 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Shawn Estes: 6-12, 7.03 ERA
	692 For
	739 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	NORTHWOODS
	Pre-season prediction: 6th
Looking to the left one probably is wondering how they didn’t manage to finish even higher.  This club was +6 within the division and above .500 away from home.  But, also had the worst offense in BW.
	MAYS

5

	Miguel Cabrera: .303 BA, 22 HR
	70-92
	
	

	Joe Crede: .253 BA, 45 2B, 66 R
	Home: 29-52
	
	

	Pat Burrell: .186 BA, 17 HR, 139 K
	Road: 41-40
	
	

	Brad Penny: 12-12, 3.60 ERA
	Division: 38-32
	
	

	Ben Sheets: 13-15, 3.86 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Rick Helling: 5-14, 5.42 ERA
	635 For
	731 all.
	
	


	Season Performances
	ASPEN
	Pre-season Prediction: 4th
The Rainmakers weren’t the same club from start to finish either.  After a poor start Pedro was sent packing for the club’s future.  The result was a dismal ’04 campaign, but ’05 and beyond should be bright.
	MAYS

6

	Marlon Byrd: .317 BA, 73 R, 22 2B
	61-101
	
	

	Scott Rolen: .281 BA, 39 HR, 116 RBI
	Home: 31-50
	
	

	Dave Roberts: .213 BA, 59 SB
	Road: 30-51
	
	

	Ryan Franklin: 9-17, 4.18 ERA
	Division: 28-42
	
	

	Jarrod Washburn: 7-15, 5.41 ERA
	RUNS
	
	

	Wayne Franklin: 6-17, 6.68 ERA
	682 For
	842 all.
	
	


Billy Beane Award

One item that is not included in the ZIP file, but is nonetheless very important to BW, is the Billy Beane Award.  When submitting your completed ballots to Corey please make sure to note which BW manager you feel is deserving of this important award.  Daniel was our first recipient last season.  

New Managers Needed

BW now has three openings: Taggart, Syracuse and Toontown.  Please put any prospects you have in touch with Corey.

Trades

To come from Corey.

Upcoming Deadlines

October 30th

Deadline for Rules and awards ballots

October 30th

Deadline to notify LD of min’s you are retaining

October 30th

Deadline for decisions on which players you wish to cut loose

October 30th

Deadline for decisions to arbitration judge (Tom Fish)


Fines

To come from Corey.
Articles

Ray offers up his rationale behind some of his proposals.

Next Issue of News & Report

Playoff reports.

From Ray Martin…

Possible Rule Submission-

In order to strengthen our draft and make for a more invigorating time.  I’d suggest the following rules be implemented to allow for greater depth and to permit a better spread of talent.  All of the ideas here are not new, as they have been time tested in similar forms in other leagues, most notably in the brother Strat Leagues.  

We currently are required to either keep or waive all of our players prior to the draft and it really makes the draft uneventful, after about the 2nd round.  We already have a 40-man absolute limit, which I believe helps, but by protecting up to 40, there simply is no talent available.  This coupled with players being available in free agency only and then not eligible for drafting further diminishes the pool.  With this background, I’d suggest implementing some tweaks as spelled out below ( Or adjusted to gain popular support ).

1. At the time of the draft each team is required to protect 28 players.                   ( Amateurs would be included in this total ).  25 to be protected if amateurs are not included in this total.

2. All players that are not protected, along with all players that are not signed in free agency would then be eligible to be drafted.  If a player is claimed from the non-protected list then the contract goes to the new team and a claim fee is also returned to the team that lost the player (see below).

3. This would then make for a somewhat meaningful 12-round draft (15 if it is decided that Amateurs should remain separate from the 40-man roster ) where all of our contracts would stay in play and we could eliminate the difficulties from the past draft with determining that teams couldn’t trade even their 4th rounders, because they had too many players protected.

4. If a team trades it’s picks then it would simply have to purchase someone else’s extra picks or make them parts of trades or pick part of their 12 slots at the end of the 12th round with whoever else didn’t garnish picks (by reverse record, like the draft rounds). 

5. Any player claimed in rounds 1-5 would require 100K to be sent to the previous owner, rounds 6-10 would require that 50K be sent to the previous owner from the claiming team, while rounds 11-12 would not require any claim fee to be forwarded.  ( You had plenty of opportunities to reclaim at this point and should be glad the players are being taken off your hands ).  Obviously, if you reclaim your own player there would be no fee 

So, the idea would be that each team submits a list of 28 players including amateurs prior to the draft.  The draft would then be broken down by picks allowing each team only twelve selections.  Example:  I protect 24 players and 4 amateurs and have traded for an additional 3rd and 4th round pick, while retaining all my picks.  In actuality I’d be done picking with my 10th rounder.  My 11th and 12th rounder, if I wasn’t bright enough to sell them or trade them nominally would then be dead spots and the teams with only 11 picks remaining would pick-up the picks at the end of the 12th round( Thus every team would draft or reclaim exactly 12 players during the draft and simplify the process, ultimately adding to the value of our draft ).  Also you couldn’t pass an early pick to select from your later ones, as that seems to screw up a draft from my past experiences.  If you want to use your 11th and 12th, instead of your 9th and 10th then trade, sell or give them away.  

The rationale for this would be that it makes more players available, while certainly not hurting a contender in maintaining their core and future players as well.  In reality, you could protect your eight primary position players, five-man rotation, a five-man bullpen, a five-man bench and five amateurs.  You’d then have  12 picks to round out your roster, but our forty man rosters would be reflective of the bigs with our minor league quality studs having to be maintained on the forty man roster.  

If implemented the drafts would see more needs filled.  Eligibility of non-signed free agents, but previously in the bigs players, I believe should be eligible for the draft, but I do not want it to be the only hindrance to some sort of changes being implemented.   

Anyway, I look forward to your input ( good and bad ), as my aim is simply to strengthen the draft, which I believe each member has realized is uneventful and lacking pizzazz.  At the very least you can expose some contracts that you do not like and see if you can get somebody to bite, but the 40 man absolute with amateurs I believe to be key.  Final thing I wouldn’t limit the number of amateurs that anybody could have on the roster, as this is another rebuilding tool and if somebody can get away with 30 players and 10 amateurs for usage then why not let them.       
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