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NL Super Series

A big series in the NL this month sees early contenders Virginia playing host to the Diamonds.  Virginia entered this series in need of some wins so as to begin reversing their sluggish form of late.

Game 1:  Al Leiter (LPD) versus Bartolo Colon (VIR)

Jose Vidro opened the scoring ledger when he homered to start the game.  LP would add a second first inning run and would quickly start out up 2-0.  A single run in the third got the Patriots to a one run deficit.  But in the top of the fourth the Diamonds responded as Damon Minor’s solo homer made the score 3-1.  In the top of the eighth the Diamonds seemingly put this one away when they scored two more runs with a rare triple from Brian Daubach serving as they big hit. So to the bottom of the eighth went the Pats down 5-1 now.  The Patriots had the rally hats working in overdrive as the first four batters singled to produce three runs.  The Diamond bullpen would come to the rescue of Al Leiter to keep his lead at 5-4.  The Diamonds went down 1-2-3 in the ninth to leave Virginia a shot at tying or winning in their half of the ninth.  Braden Looper was on the hill for the Diamonds to start the ninth.  His first batter of the inning was Jay Gibbons.  Gibbons was able to yank a 1-1 offering from Looper down the right field line for a game-tying homer.  Looper was able to finish off the inning but now the score was knotted at five.  The tenth and eleventh innings were quiet so on to the twelfth the contest went.  Pete Walker was pitching and set the first two batters down with ease.  Third up was pinch hitter Geoff Blum.  Blum came through with a gap double to give his team some needed life.  Vidro was wisely walked to get to Daubach.  But Daubach was up to the challenge and singled in the go-ahead run.  Jeff Hammonds was next and another single from him plated a second run to give LP a 7-5 lead.  Scott Cassidy was summoned from the pen to now close out the opener.  Like Walker he was able to quickly put away the first two hitters.  The next two batters were more troublesome as he yielded two walks to make things interesting.  Up stepped Gibbons with a chance to be the hero.  This time Gibbons was able to work the count to a 2-0 advantage.  Cassidy had to come with a fastball or risk loading the bases.  He just had to keep the ball off the inner half.  He couldn’t do it as Gibbons reversed the Cassidy offering for a stunning three-run homer.  Down 5-1 as late as the eighth the Pats would win the opener 8-7.

Game 2:  Kaz Ishii (LPD) versus Tim Hudson (VIR)

After three innings of play the Diamonds would have an early 2-1 lead.  In the bottom of the fifth Placido Polanco led off with a double and Ty Wiggington followed with a homer to give the Pats a 3-2 lead.  The inning continued for Ishii as he managed to load the bags with two outs and Jorge Posada staring at him from the box.  Posada ripped an Ishii offering over the head of Mike Cameron in center.  All the runners came in to make the score 6-2 Virginia.  Posada’s big hit was the key to Virginia strutting to an 8-2 victory in Game 2.  Huddy would scatter eleven hits while he was on the mound for eight innings.  

Game 3:  Rodrigo Lopez (LPD) versus Greg Maddux (VIR)

For the first time in the series the Pats were able to strike first when Nomar Garciaparra’s two-run triple got them on the board in the opening inning.  In the fifth a Todd Walker double scored a third run for the Pats.  On the mound Maddux was cruising having allowed only four hits as he entered to work the seventh.  In the seventh he yielded a solo homer to Mike Lowell to make the score 3-1 Virginia.  Maddux started the eighth but after he allowed a two out walk it looked like he was out of gas.  Esteban Yan cam in to relieve but he promptly gave up consecutive singles to plate a second Diamond run.  But that was how the scoring would end.  With a 3-2 victory in game three the Pats had pulled off a very important sweep of the division leaders. 

AL Super Series

Over in the AL we have a matchup between the consistent Keglers and the surging Burgesses from Williamsburg.  While the Keglers appear safely in the post-season the Burgesses are still in need of every win they can get at the moment.

Game 1: Steve Sparks (WIL) versus Roger Clemens (WAU)

A two-out double from Bret Boone scored a hustling Jim Thome all the way from first to give the Burgesses a 1-0 lead after batting in the first.  In the third and fourth innings Derek Jeter would put the Keglers out front.  In the third he led off the frame with a solo homer while in the fourth his two-out single plated a second Waukesha run.  Then in the bottom of the fifth the Keglers wrapped the first game when they scored four times.  Mike Redmond’s two-run double and David Bell’s two-run homer provided the runs.  Up 6-1 now, the Rocket cruised through seven innings while striking out ten batters.  The final would end up 6-2.

Game 2:  Odalis Perez (WIL) versus Ramon Ortiz (WAU)

The pitching was phenomenal in game two.  After batting in the ninth the Burgesses had two runs on just three hits, with Bret Boone producing both runs.   Odie Perez, for his part, had a shutout going as the bottom of the ninth began.  With one away in the inning Mike Piazza connected for a solo homer to get the Keglers a run closer.  Edgar Martinez followed with a double to put the pressure on the Burgesses.  A tired Odie was relieved by Jayson Kershner.  Kershner promptly allowed an infield single to Moises Alou to put runners on the corners.  One batter was all for Kershner and out came Johan Santana to hold on to the lead.  However, Santana uncorked a wild pitch that rolled to the backstop that allowed the tying run to trot in from third.  Oh my!  Santana was able to get the next two hitters but the game was now even at two.  In the top of the tenth all started fine for reliever Felix Rodriguez as he quickly retired the first two batters.  Next up was Jeromy Burnitz whom he plunked to give the Burgesses a baserunner.  A Karim Garcia single came next to intensify the situation.  With the go-ahead run now on second up came the gritty Craig Counsell.  Counsell was able to deliver as he stroked a single up the middle that scored the runner from second.  Up 3-2 now the Burgesses went to the unlikely Jared Fernandez to close the door in the tenth.  Although Jared wobbled slightly as he had two runners on with two out, he was able to get Piazza to line to short for the final out of game two.

Game 3: Elmer Dessens (WIL) versus Vicente Padilla (WAU)

Both teams would collect solo runs in the first inning, but after that the pitchers took over once again.  This game remained 1-1 through nine innings.  Padilla scattered around eight hits in his eight innings of work while Dessens worked six innings and yielded only five hits.  Santana relived Elmer and was just as fine as he shined in his three innings of work.  So extra time was required for a second time in the series.  Kegler reliever Mike Stanton dominated the top of the tenth as he sent the Burgesses down 1-2-3 on consecutive strikeouts.  In the bottom of the tenth Santana started the inning but was relieved after he gave up a leadoff single.  Kershner came on once again and got himself in hot water as he quickly loaded the bags with nobody out.  He was able to whiff Jim Edmonds with the sacks full, but up next was the professional Mike Piazza.  Too much for the rook and he yielded a game winning base knock to Piazza and the Keglers won the game and the series 2-1.

This NL matchup quite possibly was the best we’ve seen, at least from a pitching perspective.  Neither offense could get a whole lot going.  Potentially these two may see each other in the playoffs.

AL Notes

	COBB Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	88-48
	---
	48-20
	40-28
	32-12
	17-14
	20-13
	.845
	3.91

	Waukesha Keglers
	77-59
	11
	43-25
	34-34
	29-15
	18-15
	22-24
	.805
	3.89

	Greenville Black Sox
	72-64
	16
	38-30
	34-34
	25-19
	21-13
	32-18
	.676
	3.62

	Rivendell Knights
	65-71
	23
	39-29
	26-42
	17-27
	14-18
	15-19
	.745
	4.95

	West Bend Rocks
	57-79
	31
	25-43
	32-36
	16-28
	18-21
	17-24
	.682
	4.11

	Silver Sluggers
	47-89
	41
	24-44
	23-45
	13-31
	13-26
	18-27
	.738
	5.36


After a 19-10 August the SkyChiefs just about have the Cobb secured for themselves.  Brian Giles and Raffy Palmeiro both knocked out 11 long balls while driving in 33 and 36 runs respectively.  Giles also scored 34 times, thanks to a .467 OBP.  Trot Nixon collected 11 doubles in the month.  Ray Durham, hit .304 in August.  Robin Ventura picked it up a tad in August but is still hitting only .238 on the season.  The ‘Chiefs might have the most formidable bench in BW with the likes of Mike Kinkade (.333 BA), Greg Colbrunn (.329), Todd Pratt (.323) and Olmedo Saenz (.318) occupying it.  Randy Johnson had a “tough-luck” August as he posted a fine 2.84 ERA but lost three starts.  Tim Wakefield went 4-1 in his swingman role.  Eric Gagne picked up 3 relief wins and 4 saves in August.

The Keglers went a steady 15-14 in August to keep a solid hold on a playoff spot.  Randy Winn hit .416 for the month with 5 homers and 21 ribbies.  Jermaine Dye led the club in homers (8) and rbi (24) in August.  Craig Biggio hit .303 and led the club in runs (20) and doubles (11).  Derek Jeter has 29 steals for the season.  Edgar Martinez surprisingly hitting only .258 for the year.   Roger Clemens went 4-2 with a 2.97 ERA in August.  Vicente Padilla registered a fine 2.76 ERA in his five starts but could only had a 2-0 record to show for his efforts.  Izzy must have had one bad outing in August because somehow he managed to save 8 games with a 7.20 ERA.  

The Black Sox continue to tumble as they went 12-17 in August.  The team displayed more pop in August (22 homers in 29 games) than usual, but still not many runs (3.7 per game).  Tino Martinez hit .294 with 5 August dingers.  Aaron Rowand also smacked 5 taters but only had 7 total rbi for the month.  Orlando Merced hit .338 in a platoon role.  Scott Spiezio added to his team-leading rbi total with 15 more in August.  Omar Vizquel swiped 12 bags during the month.  Brandon Duckworth, oddly, won the most games in August (3), but also had the worst ERA on the staff (6.82).  Mark Buehrle 12-7 with a 3.33 earnie for the year.  Robb Nen has 22 saves.

Rivendell went 14-15 in August.  Jason Giambi rang up some impressive numbers for the month as he hit .381, slugged at a .743 rate and posted a .522 OBP.  Speedy Alex Sanchez hit .378 for the month and garnered 18 pilfered bases.  This team stole an incredible 88 bases in August!  Luis Castillo stole 30!  Eric Owens picked up 22.  What, was Mike Piazza the opposing catcher in all 29 games?  Sammy Sosa awoke from a season long slumber to hit .352 in August with 12 homers and 28 ribbies.  Aaron Boone smacked 13 two-baggers in August.  Derek Lowe went 4-0 with a 2.42 ERA in August.  Livan Hernandez’ August was muy horrible: 0-5, 7.75.  No mas, no mas!

West Bend stumbled to a 10-19 mark in August.  Aubrey Huff was the hitting star in part time duty as he hit .362 with 5 homers and 15 rbi.  The team only hit .210 in August.  Julio Lugo (.229), Ricky Ledee (.212) and Kevin Young (.189) were some of the bigger non-performers.  Ledee did double nine times.    Shawn Green homered 6 times in August to get to 26 for the year.  David Wells went 0-2 despite a 2.36 August ERA.  Steve Trachsel went 3-1 to lead the club for the month.  

Silver suffered through a miserable 6-23 August.  Eric Hinske hit .309 with 7 doubles for the month.  Orlando Cabrera picked up 9 more doubles to make it 42 for the year.  Preston Wilson led the club in homers (7) and rbi (18) in August.  Robby Alomar scored 16 runs despite a lowly .226 BA.  Paul Wilson was yet another Cobb pitcher who deserved better for his August efforts (1-4, 3.09 ERA).  Esteban Loaiza, Shawn Chacon and John Thomson were a combined 0-11 in their 17 starts.  Closer Roberto Hernandez has walked only 3 batters in 51 innings of work this season.  Nice.

	RUTH Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Toontown Rabbits
	86-50
	---
	47-21
	39-29
	29-15
	16-15
	17-22
	.795
	3.52

	Plum Island Greenheads
	77-59
	9
	47-21
	30-38
	26-18
	21-15
	24-25
	.751
	3.97

	Williamsburg Burgesses
	74-62
	12
	41-27
	33-35
	25-19
	9-18
	29-20
	.762
	4.30

	San Bernardino Stampede
	61-75
	25
	31-37
	30-38
	15-29
	8-18
	24-28
	.703
	4.27

	Gotham City Gargoyles
	60-76
	26
	30-38
	30-38
	20-24
	15-20
	21-19
	.768
	5.12

	Portland Grays
	58-78
	28
	29-39
	29-39
	17-27
	13-27
	16-15
	.724
	4.99


A 19-10 month from Toontown has the Rabbits close to the Ruth title.  Barry Bonds hit .360 in August with 7 homers.  Kevin Millar hit .319 with 8 doubles.  Millar now leads the club with 34 two-baggers.  Mags Ordonez drove in 19 runs in August, but his pop was a bit off as he only put one ball over the fence.  Ryan Klesko led the club with 20 ribbies in August.  Middle infield tandem of Jerry Hairston Jr. (.216 BA) and Alex Gonzalez (.205) slumped in August.  Jon Lieber was 4-0 with a 2.41 earnie in August.  Kevin Millwood went 2-3 despite a 2.95 ERA.  Willis Roberts somehow won four games in August with a 10.70 relief ERA.  Mariano Rivera picked up seven more saves in the month.  Ismael Valdes is 16-6 to lead the staff.

Plum Island went 16-13 to keep their playoff spot secure.  Cliff Floyd hit .317 in August, scored 24 times and slugged 15 doubles.  Mike Sweeney smacked 6 homers and drove in 23.  Juan Pierre stole 18 bases in August to get up to 81 on the season.  With a speedy final month he just may crack the 100 barrier.  Mark Kotsay (.226) and Rey Sanchez (.205) had sluggish Augusts.  Javier Vazquez led the staff with a 3-0 mark in August.  Mark Mulder went 2-2 with a 2.61 ERA.  Mulder and Vazquez both have won 14 games for the Greenheads so far.  Kirk Rueter had a tough month as he was winless (0-3) despite a 3.41 August earnie.  Billy Wagner has 22 saves so far.

Williamsburg is roaring into the home stretch as their 21-8 August proves.  The Burgesses offensively were led by the impressive duo of Jacque Jones and Jim Thome.  Jones hit .363 with 13 doubles, 8 homers and 26 rbi.  Thome, for his part, hit .345, slugged .747 and got on at a .474 clip.  Other than those two the rest of the offense was quite ho-hum in August.  For the moundsmen Jorge Sosa had quite possible the most impressive month of relief this year in BW.  He went 5-0 in 14 innings of work.  He allowed no runs and also saved three other games.  Wow!  Jimmy Haynes went 3-0 with a 3.48 August ERA.  Steve Sparks will want to forget August: 1-4, 8.79 ERA.  

The Stampede went 18-11 in August and head into the final month looking to play spoiler.  Alex Rodriguez continues his torrid second half as he hit .346 with 14 taters and 30 rbi.  Desi Relaford, in 65 at bats, had quite an impressive month.  He hit .462, posted a .500 OBP and slugged .846.  Brad Wilkerson hit .309 with 7 homers.  Randy Wolf went 3-1 in August with a 3.67 ERA.  Keith Foulke is 7-4 with a 1.45 ERA and 29 saves so far.  John Garland has had a respectable season on the mound so far (4.01 ERA) but has had problem securing wins (6-8 in 26 starts).

Gotham posted a solid 15-14 month of August.  Chipper Jones hit .347 with a .621 slugging mark in August.  Jeff Bagwell hit .291 with 8 homers and 21 rbi.  Eric Chavez hit .273 with 10 dingers and 21 rbi of his own.  Chavez now has 37 homers on the year.  Russ Branyan hit .179 on 10 hits in August.  7 of his 10 hits went over the fence and produced a total of 8 rbi.  Joe Kennedy went 3-1 with a 3.89 ERA in August.  Shawn Estes was 3-0 in August.  Chad Bradford saved 6 August games.  LaTroy Hawnkins saved four games and won three others.

Portland slumped to a 9-20 mark in August.  Austin Kearns hit .368 with 16 rbi in August.  Jason Kendall hit .357 with 21 runs scored.  Junior Spivey hit .282 with 4 taters.  Jeff Cirillo posted a less than stellar .159 BA in August.  Edgar Renteria is hitting .287 on the season with 30 stolen bases.  Freddy Garcia (3-0) and Joaquin Benoit (3-2) combined to win two thirds of the Grays August games.  Curt Schilling is 16-9 so far with an impressive K to BB ratio of 282 to 39.   

	AL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Batting Average
	Strikeouts
	Slugging Pct.
	Errors

	Barry Bonds
	.411
	Brad Wilkerson
	139
	Barry Bonds
	.861
	Orlando Cabrera
	24

	Jacque Jones
	.353
	Alfonso Soriano
	128
	Alex Rodriguez
	.697
	Scott Spiezio
	21

	Jim Edmonds
	.339
	Eric Chavez
	119
	Jim Thome
	.674
	Ray Durham
	21

	Chipper Jones
	.329
	Sammy Sosa
	114
	Jacque Jones
	.639
	Eric Chavez
	20

	Mike Sweeney
	.328
	Jim Edmonds
	114
	Brian Giles
	.612
	Robin Ventura
	20


NL Notes

	AARON Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	80-56
	---
	39-29
	41-27
	27-17
	25-14
	24-19
	.784
	4.00

	Abilene Longhorns
	77-59
	3
	42-26
	35-33
	23-21
	20-12
	28-19
	.751
	3.71

	Virginia Patriots
	73-63
	7
	35-33
	38-30
	26-18
	18-19
	15-20
	.775
	3.77

	Buckeye Eclipse
	72-64
	8
	38-30
	34-34
	22-22
	18-19
	24-10
	.761
	4.71

	Annadale Anteaters
	63-73
	17
	35-33
	28-40
	22-22
	15-16
	17-28
	.725
	3.44

	Port Richey Sandcranes
	49-87
	31
	25-43
	24-44
	12-32
	8-24
	17-21
	.706
	4.93


After a 17-12 August the Diamonds still sit atop the tightest division in BW.  With all remaining games being fought out in the division this should be quite a finish.  In August ‘Old Man’ Burks was pummeling the ball once again as he hit a robust .388 with 8 homers and 21 rbi.  Miggy led the club with 25 August ribbies.  Mike Lowell hit .333 in August and is now hitting a respectable .269 on the season.  Mike also has homered only 9 times this year, but does lead the club with 38 doubles.  Dave Justice scored 20 times in August while Mike Cameron suffered in the sweltering heat as he hit only .196.  Al Leiter was 3-2 with a 2.52 August ERA.  Rodrigo Lopez was 4-3 in a swingman role.  Wade Miller is surprisingly only 9-7 this year despite a decent 3.79 ERA.

The Longhorns are one of the hottest clubs in BW after finishing August with a 19-10 mark.  Raul Ibanez hit .360 in August and slugged .698.  He also led the club with 23 ribbies.  Manny Ramirez was equally impressive as he hit .349 with 9 souvenir balls launched for the fans.  Darin Erstad picked it up in August as he hit .390 for the month.  David Eckstein only hit .203 but he still managed to cross home 19 times.  Pudge Rodriguez is slumping late as he hit .200 in August to fall to .249 on the season.  Roy Halladay was tough on the hill as he went 4-1 with a 2.79 ERA.  Ricky Rincon and Armando Benitez both won three games in relief.  Scott Williamson notched 11 saves.  

Virginia righted their ship as they went 16-13 in August.  Todd Walker hit .364 and also delivered 12 doubles and 19 rbi.  Jay Payton hit .304 and led the club with 19 runs scored.  Jay Gibbons hit .301 in August.  Carlos Delgado slumped in August as he only hit .182 for the month.  Nomar just can’t get his bat going as he is hitting .257 on the season, although he has produced 36 doubles and 22 homers.   Bartolon Colon registered a 1.68 August ERA enroute to a 3-2 mark.  Tim Hudson raised himself to 18-7 on the year after a 3-1 mark in August.  Greg Maddux experienced a few August bumps (2-2, 5,50 ERA).  Young Jorge Julio has 20 saves so far.

Buckeye is still in the thick of the playoff hunt despite a subpar 14-15 August.  Troy Glaus was quite productive as he led the club in both homers (7) and rbi (24).  Albert Pujols slumped to a .308 BA on the season after hitting .255 in August.  Carlos Lee hit .182 in August.  Eric Young has 43 steals on 2003.  Michael Tejera was solid in August as he posted a 4-1 record with the aid of a 2.75 ERA.  Billy Koch saved 8 Eclipse wins.  Poor Aaron Cook.  He gets called up in August to make five starts, posts a 1.55 ERA in them and notches only one win?  Get the kid some runs (
Annadale went 13-16 in August.  Young catcher Vance Wilson hit .353 in August to go along with a .606 slugging.  Garrett Anderson’s 8 doubles and 16 rbi led the club in August.  Garrett now has 54 doubles in 2003.  Torii Hunter (.310) and J.T. Snow (.308) both hit well in August.  On the season Hunter leads the club in homers (32) and rbi (22).  Out on the bump the staff registered a very nice team ERA of 3.13.  Juan Cruz threw 28 innings of relief and had a 1.30 ERA to show for his efforts.  Barry Zito was 3-1 with a 2.09 ERA in August.  All three of his victories were shutouts.  A.J. Burnett has a 2.49 ERA so far.

Port Richey went 8-21 in August play.  The team could only muster a .223 BA for the month.  Shannon Stewart (.294, 10 doubles) and Shea Hillenbrand (.270, 14 doubles) were offensive bright spots.  Fred McGriff led the club for the month again in homers (6) and rbi (16).  Ronnie Belliard (.213) and Cristian Guzman (.167) will want to finish up strong in September to erase August from their memories.  Tomo Ohka continues his solid campaign by going 3-3 in August with a 2.47 ERA.  Joel Pineiro pitched better in August (4.36 ERA) than his 0-4 record would indicate.

	MAYS Division Expanded Standings

	
	W-L
	GB
	HOME
	ROAD
	Vs Div
	Vs LH
	1-RUN
	OPS
	ERA

	Aspen Rainmakers
	84-52
	---
	44-24
	40-28
	23-21
	21-12
	29-26
	.718
	3.25

	Maryland Mounders
	80-56
	4
	41-27
	39-29
	28-16
	26-17
	17-21
	.782
	3.79

	West Oakland Wolverines
	73-63
	11
	38-30
	35-33
	30-14
	17-26
	24-20
	.751
	3.99

	Taggart Titans
	59-77
	25
	29-39
	30-38
	20-24
	21-23
	14-23
	.738
	4.59

	Boston Braves
	52-84
	32
	23-45
	29-39
	17-27
	14-23
	23-15
	.657
	4.00

	Northwoods Moose
	48-88
	36
	23-45
	25-43
	14-30
	19-26
	11-22
	.738
	4.72


Aspen continued their ascent to the top of the NL with a 19-10 August performance.  Catcher Mike Matheny hit an impressive .373 in August.  Scotty Rolen led the club in homers (7) and rbi (19).  John Olerud posted a .402 OBP.  Dave Roberts (.220) and Jack Wilson (.221) struggled a bit in August.  Roberts does have 50 steals on the season.  Aspen has committed the second fewest errors in the NL and has the best team ERA in all of BW.  Jamie Moyer was spectacular out on the bump in August as he went 3-1 with a 1.41 ERA.  He allowed only 27 hits in 45 innings of work.  Out of the pen Mike Williams saved 11 games while Mike Timlin won four.  Pedro has had difficulty securing wins from the hill as his 10-5 mark is not indicative of his dominating stats.

Maryland went 17-12 in August to fall a couple more games behind Aspen, but still within reach of them in the final month.  Todd Helton hit .324 with 10 doubles and 19 rbi.  Bernie Williams slugged .529 in August.  Jeff Kent doubled 10 times in August and leads the Mounders with 27 homers.  Corey Koskie posted a .407 OBP in August.  Quinton McCracken’s 11 triples lead the NL.  Matt Clement went a prefect 5-0 in August thanks to a 2.80 ERA.  Hideo Nomo somehow went 1-4 with a 2.41 ERA during the month.  Mark Redman started seven games but only went 2-0 despite a 2.98 ERA.  Brad Radke had a disastrous August with a 10.27 ERA.  Darren Holmes is 10-5 in relief.

West Oakland went 16-13 in August to keep themselves in the hunt for October.  Kevin Mench was super in part-time action for the Wolverines as he hit .375 and slugged .625.  Bobby Abreu hit .330 for the month.  Jose Hernandez tied for the club lead in dingers (4) and led it in rbi (21).  Johnny Damon swiped 9 bases.  Richie Sexson hit only .187 in August and is currently sitting on a slightly low homer total of 22.  Kerry Wood fought through his slightly large ERA of 4.75 to go 4-1 in his August starts.  Octavio Dotel led the WOW staff in August.  He went 3-1 with 7 saves in 25 innings of work.  In those 25 innings he also racked up 39 whiffs.  John Reidling posted a 0.95 ERA in August.

Taggart is waddling to the finish as their 14-15 August shows.  Vlad continues to be the hub of the offense as he hit .322 in August with 6 dingers and 22 rbi.  Vlad has a solid shot at being a 40-40 man as he currently has 35 homers and 32 steals.  Scott Hatteberg finally got his swing going as he hit .310 with 10 two-baggers.  Adam Dunn clubbed 6 August homers and drove in 19.  Bobby Kielty has had a poor 2003 for the Titans (.227 BA).  Jake Westbrook went 3-1 with a 2.83 ERA in his starts.  Rook Dennis Tankersley needs more seasoning on the farm:  1-4, 8.31 ERA.  

Boston tumbled to a 9-20 month of August.  Terrence Long led the club in homers (5) and rbi (21) despite a paltry .248 BA.  Brent Abernathy hit .303 for the month.  Roger Cedeno swiped 10 bases.  John Flaherty (!) collected 11 doubles.  Barry Larkin is running out of gas (.202 BA) down the stretch.  Ignore Mark Prior’s 1-2 August record.  Look at these numbers instead:  2.14 ERA, 21 IP, 10 hits, 5 walks, 30 whiffs.  Be afraid of this man in 2004 NL…  Tom Glavine is 10-9 for the year.

Northwoods picked it up slightly in August as they went 12-17.  With a better September they may escape the cellar.  Jose Vizcaino (.377 BA) and Orlando Hudson (.375) were impressive in platoon duty.  Pat Burrell had a nice month as he slugged 8 homers, scored 20 runs and drove in 22.  Lance Berkman also hit 8 August homers.  Joe Crede slugged .580 in August.  Rick Helling was 3-0 with a 3.21 ERA in August.  Matt Morris was 2-2 with a solid 3.24 ERA and a shutout.  Morris’ 13 wins leads the staff in 2003.  Steve Karsay picked up 4 saves during the month.

	NL STATS LEADERBOARD

	Saves
	Walks allowed
	Opp, Batting Average
	Pitcher’s Batting Avg.

	Mike Williams
	35
	Kerry Wood
	100
	A.J. Burnett
	.166
	Jason Jennings
	.410

	Octavio Dotel
	27
	Russ Ortiz
	98
	Barry Zito
	.189
	Glendon Rusch
	.339

	Jose Jimenez
	25
	Barry Zito
	95
	Pedro Martinez
	.192
	Brad Penny
	.324

	John Smoltz
	25
	Ryan Dempster
	92
	Jamie Moyer
	.207
	Jason Simontacchi
	.310

	Billy Koch
	24
	Hideo Nomo
	84
	Matt Clement
	.219
	Mike Hampton
	.304


Award Watch

Alex leads BW in homers.  Helton is a key cog for the Mounders and some young pitchers are throwing very well.

	Award
	Player
	AVG
	OBP
	SLG
	HR
	RBI
	R
	SB

	AL MVP
	Jacque Jones, WIL
	.352
	.388
	.639
	30
	97
	94
	2

	NL MVP
	Manny Ramirez, ABI
	.322
	.416
	.647
	35
	96
	88
	0

	
	
	W
	L
	SV
	ERA
	IP
	H
	BB
	K

	AL WJ
	Mark Mulder, PIG
	14
	7
	0
	3.15
	206
	170
	57
	161

	NL CM
	Roy Halladay, ABI
	13
	9
	0
	3.15
	220
	188
	58
	163


Pitchers Productivity

Not too much has changed.  Aspen’s lead has tightened.  Port Richey takes the bottom spot.

	Leaders…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	Aspen
	17
	0
	20
	49
	135
	1

	Syracuse
	36
	3
	18
	40
	131
	4

	Waukesha
	17
	0
	17
	44
	122
	T5

	Greenville
	13
	0
	14
	44
	115
	T8

	Annadale
	31
	8
	32
	30
	115
	3

	Trailers…
	RUNS
	HR
	RBI
	SH
	POINTS
	PREVIOUS

	San Bernardino
	16
	1
	12
	31
	89
	23

	Maryland
	17
	3
	14
	30
	88
	T13

	Williamsburg
	20
	2
	11
	29
	87
	24

	Buckeye
	18
	0
	14
	26
	84
	20

	Port Richey
	22
	0
	16
	20
	78
	22


Down a manager

We are unfortunately down a manager in BW.  Steve Lockney, manager of Boston, has had to drop out of BW.  Steve will be missed as he was an excellent manager.  He will be welcomed back in the future when he is better situated.  As of right now I will check in with our backup managers to see if they want in for Year Two.

BW Proposals


The 30thth of September is the deadline for the membership to submit any proposals they may have for changing BW for the better for 2004 and beyond.  Please pass these along to myself.  A ballot will accompany the next newsletter.

Player Usage

Now is the time when usage gets very tight.  Please note the buffers outline in the constitution.  If exceeded, the proscribed fines will be levied.  Also note that the stats that appear in the game have already been adjusted 103% to reflect our allowed level.

Website Standings

When you can, make a point to head on over to the league site to keep up with the playoff races.  Henry keeps everything tip-top for us so what you’ll see is pretty much the latest as anyone knows it.

No Dues

BW should remain in the black until next off-season so dues will not be necessary this off-season.  Woo-hoo!

Trades

27. Virginia trades Jay Witasick to Lafontaine Park for Lafontaine Park's 2004 3rd round draft choice.
28. Lafontaine Park trades Sean Lowe and $106,667 to Virginia for a box of Cracker Jacks.

Upcoming Deadlines

Sept 30th
Results due to opponents and Corey

Sept 30th
Rule change proposals due to Mark

Fines

None

Articles

Jim has the latest from Colonial Williamsburg for us (
Next Issue of News & Report

Time for playoff action.  A wrapup of the first BW season.
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Syracuse @ Williamsburg

Game #1 Syracuse whitewashes us 7-0 behind Randy Johnson. Game was 0-0 as Dessens was matching the Big Unit but Elmer did falter in 6th and then Burgess bullpen did its sinkhole imitation and made the game a blowout.

Game #2 SKY blows one big time. They are winning 9-2 after 4 and ½ but proceed to lose 12-11 in 10 innings. Chris Singleton, Jacque Jones, and Jim Thome had back-to-back-back jacks in the 6th to put us ahead 11-9. Jacque Jones had hit a 3 run shot in the fifth to bring us to 9-6. Rafael Palmeiro tied it with a 2 run jerk off Johan Santana (blown save) then who but Jorge Sosa gets his 12th relief win when Cruz 1b4e25 muffs chance in 10th allowing winning run to score.

Game #3 Williamsburg wins 6-5. X-chart goofs aid cause—Brian Giles blew 2 for singles. And there was at least one more, + 2 errors, one by Giles and Banks each. Sweet Jorge Sosa earned his 3rd save when Johan Santana got knocked around again.

Portland @ Williamsburg

Game #1 saw Muggsy Bogues stuff Michael Jordan …or the equivalent thereof as Jimmy Haynes threw a complete game and beat Curt Schilling 8-2. We got some more help from x-chart when Griffey misplayed a 2 out fly for a double plating 2 runs. A wild pitch had put runners on 2nd and 3rd. Thome mashed #42 to cap scoring.

Game#2 John Mabry spelled a resting Jim Thome perfectly with 2 HRs, including a 3 run shot in bottom of 8th to win game 4-3. Johan Santana has 3rd straight poor outing as GRA loads bases with one out in 9th but Jorge Sosa slams door for save #4.

Game #3 Grays play Steve Sparks like a fiddle scoring a run just about every inning in total 7 runs in 7 innings of work. Deadhead Freddy Garcia was jamming and shut down Burgesses bats. Griffey and Kearns with HRs.

Game #4 Odalis Perez pitches shutout ball for 8 innings before tiring. Johan Santana tries to preserve shutout but gets knocked around again; he’s good enough though to finish game as Burgess win 9-3. Key blow was a 3 run HR by Macias early in game. Odalis himself hit a 2 run blast in 8th. Zambrano ineffective: 7 runs in 6+ innings.

Silver @ Williamsburg


Game #1 For a while it looked like Chacon would beat us but Burgess explode for 4 runs in 7th to take a 6-3 lead; win 6-4. Julio Santana won it in relief and shaky Johan Santana did pitch well enough to earn save

Game #2 Preston Wilson the RF had very bad day. Not only was he 0-3 but he committed 2 errors leading to 6 unearned runs as Burgesses dumped Silver 7-1. Jimmy Haynes pitched his 2nd straight complete game. In first inning, WIL had HRs by Jones, Lampkin, Karim Garcia.

Game #3 Burgesses nip Silver 4-3. Loaiza sharp but Mantei gives up 2 runs to tie and then Ascensio yields a run but SIL gets it back to knot game at 3 in top of 9th. Macias gets aboard in bottom of 9th; he has 75% for steal and 78% to get lead but about 20% out trying. Yes, a gutty move by the manager and he gets the error too and winds up on 3rd base. Ascensio then obliged with wild pitch, game over WIL wins, WIL sweeps. Jorge Sosa wins again in relief going to 13-3. He got out of 1 out runners on 2nd and 3rd jam in top of 9th.

San Bernardino @ Williamsburg

Jimmy Haynes wins his 3rd in a row but no CG this time as he needs relief help. Still, the Burgesses win handily 9-4, up 8-1 until late in game. Burnitz had 3 run dinger. Garland walked 7. Jimmy Haynes got 2 rbi and Desi Relaford missed x-chance at critical time.

Game #2 Stampede nips WIL 2-1. Kyle Lohse does great and then King and Foulke stop a couple of mini-rallies. We manage just 6 hits. Wilkerson’s solo HR (14) won it.

Game #3 Back and forth game ends with WIL winning 6-5. Sparks and Suppan both are kicked around. D. James loses on 2 BBs, single and sac fly in 8th. Interestingly, HAL walked Jacque Jones to get bases loaded for Jim Thome in 8th but Thome struck out to end 8th. Jorge Sosa got 5th save. Karim Garcia had 2 HRs, 3 hits, 4 rbi. Remember, he gets hot in August so this is very realistic.

Waukesha @ Williamsburg

Game #1 Steve Sparks improved to 6-14, 7.11 beating Roger Clemens and Waukesha. Final score 12-4. WIL won despite 4 errors. We continue to get timely hitting. Thome had 2 HRs and Jacque Jones also had one. Reliever Stanton was bombed.

Game #2 Down 6-3 in 6th, WIL rallies and wins 9-6. Mabry jacked a HR subbing for Thome and then Thome himself pinch hits the tie-breaking 2 run HR. Odalis Perez was roughed up but bullpen held Keglers in check and picked up league leading 35th win.

Burnitz ALMOST hit for cycle: double triple and 3 run HR. I have only had one player in Strat hit for cycle: Pat Sheridan in a retro league.

Game #3 WIL was one out away from sweep in 9th but as I have been saying August has not been Johan Santana’s month---he imploded and WAU scored in 8 in 9th to win 13-7.

Burnitz had another 3 run HR.
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